
The Country Club Johannesburg, Auckland Park

Meeting Venue: Country Club Johannesburg, Napier Road, Auckland Park

NEWSLETTER No. 391: SEPTEMBER 2026
              

Dear Members:

This, the September 2026 Newsletter No. 391, is very different from the usual newsletters, as 

September has not been a “usual” month.  The meeting of 9 September scheduled for Auckland 

Park was cancelled as the date clashed with the National Stamp Exhibition (Stampshow 2026) 

held at Woodmead.  Feedback is provided here from the exhibition and from the Congress which 

was held at the same venue.  The Woodmead meeting on 30 September did not take the form of 

on-line presentations, but was substituted by a quiz, as reported in the August newsletter.

Wednesday 14th October 2026 Second Competitive Meeting

Wednesday 11th November 2026 Invited Exhibitor

Wednesday 9 December 2026 President’s Meeting + Cocktail Party

1. DATES FOR THE 2026 MEETINGS AT AUCKLAND PARK

The table below gives the remaining 2026 meeting dates and activities to be held 
in one of the function rooms at 16h00.  The actual venue will be announced a few days 

before the meeting.

  2.  DATES FOR THE 2026 STAMP STUDY MEETINGS AT WOODMEAD

The table below gives the dates for the 2026 Woodmead meetings to be held in the
Captain’s Table (or other venue to be notified) at Woodmead at 19h00:

Wednesday 28th October 2026

Wednesday 25th November 2026

Wednesday No meeting in December
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3 STAMPSHOW 2026

The program for the show was outlined in the last newsletter and everything proceeded as planned to the 

relief of the organisers.  Frames were arranged at each end of the hall with the dealers located in the 

centre, an arrangement which worked well.

Jury members 

provide 

feedback to the 

exhibitors.

View across the 

venue
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View across the dealers’ tables.

On the Tuesday a festive evening was enjoyed at The 

German Sports Club in Lonehill attended by jury and dealers, 

and the Palmares was hosted at the Nineteenth Hole 

restaurant at Woodmead.  The major awards were announced 

at the Palmares.

The State President’s Trophy (Grand Prix) was won by 

Roger Porter RDPSA for his exhibit “Natal: Sea Mail and 

Packet Mail”.

The Post Office Trophy (Best SA Exhibit) was won by 

Prof. Hendrik B. Geyer for “Bedford and the ‘Smaldeel’. Its 

postal history in social context during Cape of Good Hope 

jurisdiction.”

A listing of all the competitive exhibits and their scores is 

shown on previous pages and at left.  Several non-

competitive exhibits were presented in the Court of Honour.

Witwatersrand Philatelic Society placed an advertisement in 

the exhibition catalogue and committee member Alastair 

Macduff coordinated a promotion table at the exhibition with 

the other local societies, where flyers were handed out giving 

details of all the society meetings in the area.  Obviously, we 

hope that new members may come forward to enjoy the 

hobby with us at society meetings.

On the final morning of the show Kenny Napier hosted a 

well-attended auction sale of material that he had displayed 

on his table during the week.
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Herewith salient points from Congress 2026 for your information:

Affiliation fees for 2027 will be R165.00.

The following motion was accepted: The 2026 constitution that was circulated before was adopted with 

three changes to be added and re-distributed for your information and comments.

Stampshow/congress 2027 will be held in Cape Town. Venue and date to be announced.

The newly elected PFSA president for 2026 is Anton Putter (Royal Philatelic Society of Cape Town).

Management Committee:

Chairman: John Handman, Maritzburg PS.

Treasurer: Derek Roth, Witwatersrand PS.

The Region Vice-Presidents:

Region 1, Gauteng and NW Province: Gary Pienaar (PS of Johannesburg).

Region 2, Eastern Gauteng: Colin Bousfield (Edenvale PS).

Region 3, Pretoria, Mpumalanga, Limpopo: Andre du Plessis (Pretoria PS).

Region 4, Free State, Northern Cape: Leon Jacobson (Sasolburg PS).

Region 5, KwaZulu-Natal: John Handman (Maritzburg PS).

Region 6, Western Cape: Chuck Muller (Bellville PS).

Region 7, Eastern: Cape Vernon Mitchell (Port Elizabeth PS)

Region 8, Outside Areas: Richard Stroud (OFS Study Circle).

Region 8, Garden Route: Hans Manke (George PS).

COO: Andre du Plessis RDPSA

Exhibitions Committee: André du Plessis RDPSA (Pretoria PS).

Expert Committee: Michael Wigmore RDPSA (SAPDA) (Acting chair).

FIP/FIAP Committee: Emil Minnaar RDPSA (East Rand PS).

Heritage Committee: Leon Jacobson (Sasolburg PS).

Promotions Committee: Vacant

Judging and Ethics Committee: Neil Cronjé RDPSA (OFS PS)

Publications: André du Plessis RDPSA (acting) (Pretoria PS).

The SA Philatelist Committee: Louwrence Erasmus (Afrikaanse Filatelievereniging van 

Pretoria).

Awards Custodian: Ian Matheson RDPSA, FRPSL (PS of Johannesburg).

Philatelic Services, SAPO: Dineo Poo

Post Liaison: Alex Vissser (Pretoria PS).

SAPDA: K Napier

4. CONGRESS 2026

The following notes were circulated by Andre du Plessis.

7



8

4.  THE IN-PERSON AND DIGITAL VIA ZOOM MEETING HELD AT WOODMEAD IN THE      

BISHOP’S ROOM ON 30TH SEPTEMBER 2026

Michael Smith (OFS Study Circle) has been invited to sign the Roll of Honour for Distinguished 

Philatelists of SA.

The Skinner Cup was awarded to Victor Millard (Royal Philatelic Society of Cape Town).

Manfred Weinstein Memorial Medal: Not awarded.

J H Harvey Pirie Memorial Award: Patrick Flanagan RDPSA FRPSL (Witwatersrand PS), Brian Trotter 

RDP RDPSA Hon FRPSL (Royal PS London), Keith Harrop FRPSL (Royal PS London). Contributors and 

compiling the book Rhodesia & Nyasaland Mails, Colonial Rule to Beyond Major Rule; Postage Due & 

Other Charges

Hagger Trophy: Louwrence Erasmus (Afrikaanse Filatelievereniging van Pretoria).

WE Lea cup: Derek Roth, Witwatersrand PS.

Federation Plaques:

Chuck Muller (Bellville PS).

Leon Jacobson (Sasolburg PS).

Nicolene Barnard (OFS PS).

Federation certificates:

None awarded.

Following the successful quiz evening at Auckland Park in August it was requested that the quiz should 

be repeated for the members and guests, who had been unable to attend, so we featured the same 

questions in our on-line Zoom meeting from Woodmead.

The questions were structured in batches of ten, after which the solutions were presented via stamp 

images.  There were five sections and two points were awarded for each correct answer (one point if you 

were close enough!)

Section 1.  Who owns where?

Question1:  Galapagos

Question 2:  Easter Island

Question 5:  Canary Islands

Solutions on next page.



Section 2.  Where are these famous stamps from?

Question 11:  Bulls-Eyes

Question 15:  Inverted Swan

Question 17:  Black Jack

Solutions on next page.
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Section 3.  What was the country name before the name change?

Question 24:  Benin (1975)

Question 26:  Tuvalu (1975)

Question 28:  Djibouti (1967 and 1977)

Solutions on next page.
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Section 5.  Which country used this currency?

Question 31:  Zloty

Question 33:  Taka

Question 34:  Potatoes

Solutions on next page.
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Section 4.  Talk like a philatelist.

Question 41:  Registered mail usually shows “R” in the handstamp or label.  Which letter denotes insured mail?

Question 42:  What is the meaning of “Posted out of course”?

Question 44:  What is a “Semi-postal”

Solutions on next page.



Somewhat surprisingly, none of the participants scored over 95%!!  If any of our readers wish the full 

Powerpoint file for presentation elsewhere, they can contact me and I will send it by WeTransfer.  At 

70MB it is too large to send by email.

Ian Matheson closed the meeting with a short presentation detailing how he and a couple of colleagues had 

tried to unravel the mystery of an Andhra Pradesh entertainment tax stamp.  No such revenue stamps have 

been reported from this Indian state before
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5.   General:

• Attendance has not been high at a number of the recent meetings at Auckland Park.  A 
common feedback topic has been that, even at the new meeting time of 16h00, it has not been 

easy to get home in the rush-hour traffic and that, in winter, it is still dark.  The standard of our 
roads and street-lighting leave much to be desired, so the comments are quite pertinent.  

Options are being explored to re-locate the meetings to Woodmead and to seek a much earlier 
meeting time.  This will depend on logistics such as frame storage and venue availability, but 
news will be shared as options are identified.  The photo at left below shows the Pool Pavilion.  

The CCJ are prepared to store our frames on site and to get them ready if we wish to use the 
room for 10h30 meetings on the second Monday of the month.  We would then be able to 

enjoy luncheon afterwards if we wish.  Please let committee members know your thoughts of 
this option instead of our current 16h00 Wednesday meetings.  We could start in January 2027.

• Several of our members enjoyed the stamp show put on by Ronel Erasmus and her team at the 

Voortrekker Monument on Heritage Day.  The photo at right shows a vain Ian Matheson 
admiring his own exhibit at the show!

Be good, folks.  See you at the next meeting, I hope.  Please bring along a competitive (or 

otherwise) exhibit to share with the members.

Ian Matheson, President.
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