PS of J Newsletter

OCTOBER 2026

Welcome to our October newsletter.

General items

Once the meeting got underway with some late commers; there were 13
members and 2 visitors who signed the attendance register. The theme for
the afternoon was Southern Africa.

The Stamp Show 2026 award winners were mentioned and congratulated.
Details of their exhibits and awards was circulated earlier.

An email with a photo of the society’s trophies has been sent to the SAPO
Museum. We are awaiting their reply as to how to proceed with our
donation of the trophies.

Clive reminded members of the 200 circuit books which are still available to
members.

- Alistair Macduff was thanked for his efforts in the recruiting drive. No new
members yet, but efforts will continue. An updated pamphlet has been
affixed to the Blairgowrie Recreation Centre noticeboard as part of the drive.

We have a number of pamphlets for members to take to pin on any notice
boards where they could attract interest.

- It was noted that there was general agreement to the earlier 3:00 pm meeting
starting time.

Items of interest

Howard Green showed a Financial Mail magazine with an article which
questioned the relevance of the SA Post Office.

The article was quite scathing mentioning how private enterprise had profitably
taken over what the Post Office failed to succeed at.
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Ted Roberts had an interesting 1940 ‘Special Delivery’ letter from the USA to
South Africa.

1940 cover sent from the USA to South Africa (2)
1940 cover sent from the USA to South Africa
“This is the cnclosed letter. For clarity some of the contents are printed out.
This cover was sent by a father in Springfield, Massachusetts, to his son in Pretoria, South Africa, on
31 May 1940. In order 1o catch the next ship sailng from New York to Cape Town, he added 10c¢ to the
normal Sc overseas postage to pay the special delivery fee to the ship (the cover is apparently Sc¢
overpaid*). He wrote (sec letter next page):

1 hope this letter goes forward on SS City of N.Y. (New York) sailing tomorrow. This is an o :-
unexpected sailing. Someone must choose these boats “out of a hat” on weekdays........... /
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The cover was posted at the height of the German attack on the Western Front in Europe (the USA was K ottolst - 'hlll.(t ad M ng Gududh Bt i il
not yet in the war).
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1940 Timeline:
26 May: The Allied evacuation of 340,000 troops from Dunkirk begins. b ® Mt

28 May: Belgium surrenders to the Germans; King Leopold 11l of Belgium is interned.
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30 May: Crucial British Cabinet meeting: Churchill wins a vote on continuing the war, in spite of Wit e ot 20 st le (/JMMR& -
——

vigorous arguments against by Lord Halifax and Chamberlain.

Postseript

The City of New York was an 8,272 ton passenger ship owned by the American-South African

. Line Ltd. of New York. She was sunk in the North Atlantic by two torpedoes from the U-boat U-160

* The stamps are a block of four of on the 29* March 1942. Most of the 124 people on board escaped in four lifeboats. Only 109

the Famous Americans series eventually survived, most of these being picked up by the USS Roper and the tugg USS Acushnet sbout
showing Louisa May Alcott (1832 36 hours later. 11 people were not rescued until the 11* April by the coast guard patrol boat CG-455.

— 1888). She was a wriler best

"“',':::n“ e e iovet Tailc B U-160 was itself sunk on the 14* July 1943 by aircraft from squadron VC-29 off the American escort

aircratt carrier USS Santee. A F4F Wildcat strafed the submarine causing it to dive. A TBF Avenger
then dropped 2 “Fido™ acoustic homing torpedo which sunk the U-160 with all 57 of the crew. This
was the first success with “Fido™. previous victories having been with bombs or depth charges,




Exhibits

Gary Pienaar showed a one page exhibit on the Blue Train.

THE BLUE TRAIN

The Blue Train is a world-renowned luxury train
journey in South Africa operating along a 1,600-
kilometer route between Pretoria and Cape
Town. Its history dates back to 1923 with the
Union Limited and Union Express services,
which originally transported passengers
between Johannesburg and Cape Town to
connect with ships bound for England.
Following a hiatus during World War Il, the
service resumed in 1946 and officially adopted
"The Blue Train" name in reference to its iconic
royal-blue livery introduced in 1937. After
undergoing extensive modernization and
refurbishments throughout the 1970s and
1990s, it remains one of the premier tourist
experiences in the world.
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Commemorative miniature sheet depicting
the Blue Train. From the Lesotho 1984
"Railways of the World" set, which also
features five adhesive stamps depicting

famous historic locomotives.

The exhibit contains a variety of philatelic material connected to the Blue Train,

including;

e Abooklet of ten Blue Train Cinderella labels, to mark the 30" anniversary of the service in

April 1969.

e The commemorative cover and cancel issued on the 4™ September 1972, to mark the
inauguration of the new Blue Train service between Pretoria and Cape Town.
e The Blue Train booklet of ten airmail postcard stamps issued 1t August 1997.

The 30t Anniversary Labels

The origin of the 30th-anniversary milestone traces back to April 1939, when South

African
Railways
(SAR) first
IntrOduced Feesrit van die Bloutrein om 30 jaar diens te herdenk. Gereél deur
revo|utionary, die Publisiteits- en Reisdepartement van die Suid-Afrikaanse

. e Spoorweé in samewerking met die Historiese Vervoervereniging.
air-conditioned 11 — 15 April 1969.
passenge_r Festive journey of the Blue Train to celebrate 30 years of service.
StOCk on |tS Arranged by the Publicity and Travel Department of the South
premier |UXUfy African Railways in collaboration with the Historic Transport

. Association. 11th 15th April, 1969,

trains. To

celebrate three
decades of air-
conditioned

Booklet of ten Blue Train labels, to mark the 30th anniversary of the train service.




luxury travel (1939-1969), the Historic Transport Association (HTA), in cooperation
with the SAR Publicity & Travel Department, organized a historic 30" Anniversary
Special running of the Blue Train - Johannesburg - Cape Town - return
Johannesburg, departing on 11" April 1969. In a famous tribute to rail heritage, this
anniversary run was hauled entirely by steam traction across South Africa, utilizing
legendary locomotives such as Class 16E Nos. 855 and 859.

PASSASIERSUPERINTENU
S.A.S. 001s.A.
14-4-1969
KAAPSTAD/CA®RE 1
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PASSENGER SUPERINTL .

Cover (above) with a tied 30" anniversary label posted on the Blue Train, on route to
Johannesburg with the Superintendent’s cachet applied on the 14-4-1969 in Cape Town.
The cover was posted in Johannesburg when the train arrived, as indicated by the
machine canceller.

To quote Les Pivnic, a celebrated South African railway photographer, author,
historian, and former assistant curator of the South African Railways/South African
Transport Services Museum, regarding the return journey;

“By 10.00 the next morning we found ourselves back on platform 24 at Cape Town
Station. We all agreed that we needed more time in the beautiful Cape to take in
more of the sights but at a cost of R93.00 for the trip all in, how could we complain!”

Certainly, an adventure for R93.00. The booklet and cover cost considerably more!

Ted Roberts showed 15 pages of covers from Egypt during WWII with stamps
cancelled EGYPT POSTAGE PRE-PAID. Some of the covers had "exotic"
stamps but did postal usage anyway.



“Forerunners™ and “Used Abroad”™ “Forerunners™ and “Used Abroad
Australia usedin Egypt

New Zealand used in Egypt

On Active Service cover of
the South African Transvaal
Scottish regiment sent fo
Benoni, South Affica, with
10d in Australian stamps to
pay the aimmail rate. The
stamps are cancelled with an -
EGYPT / 41 / POSTAGE ./i
PREPAID  datestamp®  of
1941(7). The cover was |
censored with a squarc British
Army mark number 157.

Note:  Australian  stamps,
Egyptian  cancel,  South
African  Envelope,  British |
censor!

Active  Service “Homour
Envelope™ scat from Egypt

censored
= : circular British Army mark
A oumber 1648.

On Active Scrvice cover
~sent to Caledon, S

| Africa, with a block of
four Australian stamps of
~ the 2Vd overprint issuc of

Airmail letter card sent from
Egypt to  Worcester. Cape
Province, South Africs, on 13
| November 1941 with the 3d
air letter rate paid with a 1d
and 2d stamps of New

the
* airmail rate. The stamps 8|
are cancelled with an i

EGYPT/31/ POSTAGE / M‘;“'Eu‘dﬂ LCW’J»,

| mps are
| PREPAID datestamp®® of ! . cancclled with an EGYPT /
13 May 1943, The cover . Sutheriand Street, - 54/ POSTAGE / PREPAID

~was  censored  with 1 datestamp®, The letter was
f ite Rial AN Yo Worc utqr(( P) censored with a South Affican
e S SS TN

mark number 768. oot - bilingual bandstamp No. 244,
> e de
e

FOLDED THE LE AND SHAPE
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* ‘The Figypt propsid datestamps (“EPP") were required by the | B B
Egyptian authorities for transmission of external mail. This was fo
allow the postage concession of free surface mail. EPP 41 was used N ,‘“'«F%mwd-m s (“EPP™) were required by the
by Austrimn. Torces at Tkingl Manyed i 1941, This oy near Y3 z gyptian authorities for the frec extenal transmission of Forces surfiuce . .
Alexandria and was a staging camp for allied forces. **EPP 31 was mail. Airmail required a surcharge. Both EPP 71 and EPP 54 were used g
used al the South African Air Force headquarters in Cairo. ‘ by the South African Army Postal Service.
v v
“Forerunners™ and “Used Abroad™ “Forerunners” and “Used Abroad”
Malta used in Egypt Cayman Islands used in Egypt

Cover sent to Capetown on 29 0 3 % A South African Army Post
| June(?) 1943 by Lieutcnant . A 2 = ~ Office 29% in Egypt, to
R.SDwgluofﬂleSoulh - - Durban, South Africa on 16
- May 1942, The front of the
cover has the seven lowest
values of the 1938 KGVI
definitive issue of the Cayman
Islands while the reverse has a
1d “ship” and a 3d “large war”
stamp of the Unian of Soml\
Africa,  The

cancelled with EGYP’I 7 7lI
POSTAGE/PREPAID

Po. Box 60

;‘*”5 R

bilingual South African mark
numbered 364,

Philatelic? Yes! But in fact any
British Empire stamps could be
used to frank military mail from
Egypt provided the correct
postage was paid. The total
postage here 4d on the reverse
for registration and 10%d on the
front which covered the
standard 10d airmail rate to
South africa. Thus the cover
was overpaid, but only by about
5%. Moreover, the cover went

Similar cover seat to Fish
Hoek on 7 April 1943
with 134 paid with
stamps of the 1938 KGVL
definitive issue of Mata

datestam
RAF censor 293 in purple

signed by  Flight through the post.
Lieutenant F. Marr.
M..ywnwmwmmﬁm during
'WWIT bearing various “unlikley” stamps of the British
Crese irc like Hong Kong or Fiji. n the stamps were
Malta Ewon [w:ll?llndpu'lllkmri[pa;‘[alm However in this ’ T *ARO. 29 was at the Union Defence Force base post office in
case the stamps were probably affixed to the covers in s 5-" Cairo, gypt, throughout the war from 28 May 1941 1o 26
Malta and the covers flown to Egypt for onward ] FiN A~ February 1946. The Egypt were_

transmission to South Africa. EPP 17 was used by the
W Royal Air foree Headquarters in Cairo

< mail. This was to allow the postage concession of free surface
"+ mail. EPP 71 was supplied to the South African base post office,
7 APO29.




Howard Green showed the 16 pages of his ‘Railway Cancellations of S.W.A.’

as exhibit at Stamp Show 2026.

Railway Cancellations of South West Africa

Exhibit comprises examples of the scarcer Rail Post Offices’ date stam) ps on cover
plus sundry covers/cards with S AR & H and Station cancellations.

Alsoi are R: and allied Telegraph labels and the usage
of the 1937 Additional Definitive on cover.

Imperial y C

and Post | b

labels

German Railroad - Telegraph labels plus Luderitz embossed Railroad label

Reference:-
The Comp Hand of the
Kuibis Rail - Postal Agency Opened in 1916
i b and Luderitz.

1917 (17 July) Cover addressed to Luderitzbucht. 1d. South African adhesive cancelled with
“‘KUIBIS RAIL’ rubber handstamp in black (Putzel B 3 oc). Luderitz arrival backstamp.

1916 (28 Nov) Cover addressed to Keetmanshoop. 1d. South African adhesive cancelled with
‘KUIBIS RAIL rubber in black. has rare variety ‘P.M.’ instead
of year slugs (Putzel B 3b oc). arrival

of South West Africa by Ralph F. Putzel

Okasise Rail - Office Opened in June 1915

Situated between Karibib and Okahandja. The Official name
used until 1938, thereafter becoming Okasise.
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POST CARD POSTRAART

W& ADDRESS ONLY 10 WE WRITTEN QN THIs s10%.
DEZE ZXDE 1% VOOR WET ADNES ALLENN,

e o

1916 (15 Sept) Censored 1/2d. South African Post Card, uprated with a 1d. adhesive,
addressed to Karibib and cancelled with two strikes of ‘Okasise Rail’ rubber
handstamp in violet (Putzel B 3 oc). Card endorsed ‘Railway Letter Post’,

P

LAV
Forifidvess onty,
L Slechts oor 't adres

321(21Oct) 1d. South African Post Card addressed to Karibib and cancelled with ‘Okasise’
rubber handstamp in violet. Note star at bottom instead of ‘Rail’ (Putzel B 4 oc).



Our next meeting

Our October meeting on Wednesday 21% will once again start at 14:30 for
15:00.

The themes will be; My favourite (Maximum of one frame) and thematics.

Prepared by Clive Carr - carr.clive@gmail.com

Executive Committee

President: & Treasurer: Clive Carr: 083 634 1939 Secretary: Vic Sorour: 083 630 2266

Committee members: Ray Hackworth, Gary Pienaar & Howard Green




