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PS of J  Newsletter      
SEPTEMBER 2026 

   
 

 

 

Welcome to our September newsletter. 

 

 

Please support the National Stamp Show 2026 
 

 
NATIONAL STAMP SHOW 2026  

9 to 12 September 2026.  

 

Venue: The Country Club Johannesburg, Woodmead  

 

Entry is free and will be open every day Weds 9 to Friday 11 from 09:00 to 18:00. 
On Saturday the exhibition opens at 08:00 and there will be a stamp auction at 
11.00 and the exhibition closes at 14.00 

 

Our last meeting 
 

At our 19th August meeting we welcomed 13 members.  The themes for the 

afternoon were, Preview of National Exhibits, World at war & back of the 

book.  Photo by Clive, not in the photo. 
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General items 

 

- Gary Pienaar was congratulated on being awarded 81 points for his 

SAVPEX exhibit. 
 

- Clive Carr reported the society’s trophies had been cleaned and polished 

ready to be photographed for the SAPO Museum. 
 

- Clive mentioned 7 members had managed to find what they wanted out of 

the old circuit books.  So far this has raised R 1 800.00 for the society.  He 

urged members not to miss the opportunity to go through the 200 books.  
 

- Member were asked to give some of their time to help man the recruiting 

table at the national.  Please contact Alistair to get your name on his duty 

roster. 

 

- After some discussion it was agree to start our monthly meetings earlier at 

3:00 pm.  This was to avoid traffic holdups some were experiencing making 

them late for our meetings.  New times will be made official once we have 

agreement from the meeting venue. 

 

Items of interest 

 

Ted Roberts had the following. 
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Terry Lydall had a large plastic bag full of stamps for members to rummage 

through and help themselves. 

 

Exhibits 

 

Jum Findlay showed 4 frames of his Stamp Show 2026 exhibit.  To see this full, 

excellent exhibit, you must visit the Stamp Show 2026 in Woodmead. 

 

 

THE SOUTH AFRICAN CONSTABULARY: 1900 – 1908 

 

The South African Constabulary (S.A.C.) was formed in September 1900 during 

the Anglo-Boer War (1899-1902) to provide a police service to the rural areas 

that had been occupied by the British forces in the Zuid-Afrikaanse Republiek, 

the Oranje Vrystaat and Swaziland. Apart from maintaining law and order, the 

S.A.C. enforced the ‘Peace Preservation Ordinances’ after the Peace Treaty in 

May 1902. The Constabulary became a police force to bring stability, to 

implement civil administration and to assist with the repatriation of Boer families 

in the rural areas.  These occupied territories became the Transvaal Colony and 

the Orange River Colony. At the same time the Town Police was formed with the 

responsibility of police services in Pretoria, Johannesburg and Bloemfontein. 

 

Maj. Gen. Robert Baden-Powell was appointed by Lord Roberts, Commander-

in-Chief of the British forces in South Africa, to form the South African 

Constabulary in 1900. Maj. Gen. Baden-Powell was the first S.A.C. Inspector 

General. The S.A.C. administration headquarters was located in Johannesburg 

and Potchefstroom was the headquarters for training and operational duties. 

Recruiting was done in South Africa and England. The South African 

Constabulary served its purpose and in 1907 each colony became self-governing 

and got its own police force in line with the Cape Colony and Natal Colony. The 

S.A.C. was disbanded on 2 June 1908. In 1911 the South African Police came 

into being after the formation of the Union. 

 

The S.A. Constabulary was formed by 6 000 volunteers from the military and 

police forces in the South African colonies and in England. There were 5 

Divisions – ‘A Division’ at Johannesburg; ‘B Division’ at Pietersburg (Northern 

Transvaal); ‘C Division’ at Heidelburg (Eastern Transvaal, Swaziland); ‘D 

Division’ at Potchefstroom (Western Transvaal); ‘E Division’ at Bloemfontein 

(Orange River Colony). By August 1902 there were 28 Police Districts with 61 

Sub-Districts and 210 S.A.C. posts in the two territories. 
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The exhibit shows photographs of S.A.C. Troopers, documents issued by various 

S.A.C.  headquarters, letters and postcards relevant to the S.A.C. and a discharge 

certificate. 

 

 
A cover from a S.A.C. Trooper at Krugersdorp 

posted at the Bloemfontein A.P.O. 

 

 

 
A postcard illustrating the S.A.C. quarters at Krugersdorp. 
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The S.A.C. Eastern Mobile Force from Heidelberg 

 to restore law and order in Swaziland, 1906. 

 

 

 

Clive Carr showed 16 pages of Bechuanaland Back of the Book items. 

 

This is a selection of postage dues and revenue stamps used for postage issued 

between 1926 to 1971.  It includes some on cover and a number of postage due 

varieties. 
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Terry Lydall showed 12 pages of Canada back of the book issues 

 

The back of the book issues, i.e. stamps issued by Canada Post that are not 

intended for payment of normal postage rates, consist of five categories: 

• Registration Stamps 

• Special Delivery Stamps 

• Postage Due Stamps 

• Official Stamps 

• Officially Sealed Stamps  

I am not showing Registration Stamps today as I don’t have sufficient material to 

justify an exhibit page. These stamps were used to pay the surcharge for registered 

letters between 1875 and 1893, making registered mail stand out from regular 

letters. After 1893 regular postage stamps covered registration fees as well as the 

basic postage. 

 

I have previously included Official Stamps as part of my definitive exhibits as 

they are typically overprints of regular definitive stamps of the time.  

I am therefore only including three categories in my exhibit today.  

 

1. SPECIAL DELIVERY STAMPS 

These stamps were used to pay the surcharge for a special express delivery service 

(apparently about ten times the normal rate) between 1898 and 1946, initially to 

pay for the hand-to-hand delivery of mail within specific city limits. From about 

1923 the service was expanded to cover a much broader area which included a 

collaboration with the US postal services for reciprocal delivery of items from 

either country. It was the equivalent of the modern express delivery service, or 

priority mail we may recall, but at the time it was introduced it was a ground-

breaking innovation. 

 

There were eight basic issues comprising initially just 1 design per issue, and then 

2 designs in later issues, with variations in some of these (altered wording or 

changed values within the same design) making a total of 17 different stamps 

including two that were overprinted for official use. 

 

2. POSTAGE DUES 

Postage due stamps were first introduced in July 1906. 

The first issue comprised 5 values. Although all the values were essentially the 

same colour (violet), three of these were reprinted in a slightly different shade in 

1916/1917, and then again on a different (thinner) paper in 1924. In addition, the 
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first three stamps to be issued were also available imperforate, in very limited 

quantities and issued without gum. 

A new design, comprising the same five values, was introduced in 1930, very 

similar in appearance to the first issue, but quite distinct in detail and with a 

different perforation. The 10c occurs in ‘perf by imperf’ format, being imperf 

horizontally. 

 

Both the first and second issues had text in English only. In 1933 a new 4 value 

set with bi-lingual text was issued. In this instance only the 1c value is known to 

exist imperf, this time with gum. 

 

In the fourth issue of 1935 comprised seven values, four of which exist imperf. 

Although still violet in colour, the design was changed from a horizontal to a 

vertical format. 

 

The next issue, in 1967, also seven values, saw a reversion to the horizontal 

format, but featured a completely new, much more ‘modern’ design, and the 

colour changed from violet to scarlet. In 1969 three of these values were reissued 

in a slightly smaller format along with three new values. Two of these exist on 

fluorescent or ‘hi-brite’ paper. 

 

In 1974, a new set of nine values of identical design, was issued using a different 

‘white’ paper with PVA gum instead of dextrine gum that had been used on all 

previous issues.  

 

In 1977 the final issue was released using the same design but with a different 

combination of values and perforated by the comb, instead of the previously used 

line, method. Stamps occur on both ‘white’ paper and fluorescent paper. 

 

After 1978, Canada Post ceased using Postage Due stamps and transitioned to 

using hand stamps, hand-written markings, and meter labels to collect underpaid 

fees before either delivering the item or returning it to the sender. 

 

3. OFFICIALLY SEALED 

These were special postal labels used by the Dead Letter Office from 1879 

through the 1913 to seal undeliverable letters if they needed to be opened to 

determine a correct return address, or to reseal envelopes that had been opened or 

damaged in transit. 

 

Only four designs were issued. Two of them featured elaborate scroll work and 

inscriptions like "OFFICIALLY SEALED" while the other two featured a portrait 

of HM Queen Victoria. They bore no monetary denomination as they were not 
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used to pay postage. Due to the nature of their use and only being officially 

applied by the post office, almost all used copies are heavily creased from being 

used to seal an opened postal item. At this stage I only have one of the scroll work 

types and one of the QV types, but am including them here as they are particularly 

interesting items. 
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Our next meeting 
    

Our September meeting on Wednesday 16th will start at the agreed earlier time 

of 14:30 for 15:00. 

 

The theme will be; Southern Africa. 

 

 
Prepared by Clive Carr - carr.clive@gmail.com 
 

Executive Committee 

 
President: & Treasurer: Clive Carr:  083 634 1939   Secretary: Position vacant 

 

Committee members: Ray Hackworth, Gary Pienaar & Howard Green 
____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 


