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SPRING IS IN THE AIR!
The birds do sing
And the bees do buzz
and a beautiful spring day is all around us!

Left: Rufous-necked Bush Lark.
Issued 1990: South Africa Birds
A common resident found
throughout most of Central and
Eastern South Africa

Bottom: Venda 1992 Bees. The
most tireless worker known to
mankind and it never goes on
strike!

We need to protect our precious
bees!

In South Africa Spring officially begins with the
September equinox on 23 September 2026
although the unofficial transition is widely
celebrated on 01 September with bright clothes
being worn on the day.

NATIONAL STAMP EXHIBITION
Excitement mounts as the National
Stampshow 2026 grows closer! The “show” will
be held at the Johannesburg Country Club from
08 to 12 September and our five exhibitors are:
Roger Porter; Aubrey Bowles; James Grinyer;
Dick Schuurman and Kim Breytenbach
We wish all of them lots of Good Luck and hope
they will “bring back the gold!”

GO BOKKE!

One of rugby’'s greatest rivalries takes
centre stage in Johannesburg on
Saturday 05 September 2016 at 16h00
when the ‘Boks take on the All Blacks for
the third test. At present it is one all and
we hope that the Springboks will take
this one before heading for the USA for
the fourth and final test.

NZ stamps issued to commemorate 100
years of All Black rugby. The 40c stamp
depicts a historic moment from the 1937
tour, specifically capturing All Black
lock Tori Reid chasing the ball during
the first test match against the
Springboks at  Athletic Park in
Wellington. The All Blacks won that
particular game 13-7, though South
Africa went on to win the test series 2-1.




THE EVOLUTION OF THE SPRINGBOK EMBLEM
The definitive postal celebration of the emblem came in
August 2011, when the South African Post Office issued
a highly collectible setenant sheetlet of 10 stamps
explicitly titled "Evolution of a Legendary Emblem".

>The Concept: Designed by the Post Office's in-house
designer, Thea Clemons, the issue wused historical
emblems supplied directly by the South African Rugby
Union (SARU).]

>Chronological Showcase: The stamps traced the
aesthetic transformation of the rugby Springbok from its
very first appearance in 1906 under Captain Paul Roos to
the modern, streamlined logo.

>Aesthetic Shift: The sheet perfectly illustrated how a
symbol once meant to represent speed and agility in a
traditional, realistic format in 1906 evolved through
various geometric, flipped, and computer-animated
iterations. The first 1906 iteration lasted 27 years, while
later political and branding shifts caused much quicker
modern updates.
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DIARY DATES
Monday 14 September 09h00
There will be a presentation by
Aubrey Bowles all about Zebras
hosted by the Ambers Stamp
Club in the Auditorium, Amber
Valley.
For more information, please
contact James Grinyer on
082 060 6454
Saturday 19
09h00
Celebrate Spring. Come dressed
for the occasion and please put
up an exhibit preferably about
Spring. Flowers, especially
roses, will always be a good
subject to consider!
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The stamps were issued on 19 August 2011 on phosphor paper and the artist was Thea
Clemons who designed the stamps from material supplied by the S A Rugby Union. (SARU)
The full sheet is currently valued around R200 and is still popular (there is no doubt that it
will probably increase in popularity and value if the Springboks manage to win the current
test series!)



SEEN AT THE MEETING
John Handman, our Club President and
President of the Philatelic Federation of
South Africa and the Vice President for
lone 5 (the KIN region) chaired the
meeting when he called all members
present to bow their heads in silence in
memory of Fred de Jager, a stalwart
member and strong supporter of the MPS,
who passed away in hospital on 26 July
2026 following a serious motor car

accident. He extended his condolences
and that of the MPS to Valerie de Jager, our
Catering Officer and loyal supporter of our
Society.

IN LOVING

Yhesy

FREDRICK HENRY FRANCIS DE JAGER

John also reported that the new
constitution has been vetted by an
attorney and is now complete. He also
advised that there would be no more Vice
Presidents for the regions but Regional
Representatives instead which makes good
sense. It was also agreed that we donate
R5 000 towards the cost of the new Union
Handbook. We are also taking a full-page
advertisement in the National Show
Program. Members were also requested to
let Heather Wyllie know what philatelic
accessories they required in terms of
Profiles; Hawid Mounts; Photo-corners;
Plastic Show Covers and Hinges.
Cell-phone: 066 368 0400

E-Mail: heatherwyllie1937@gmail.com
ltems for sale will be available at all our
normal monthly meetings.

ANYTHING GOES

As it was National Women's Day on 09
August both Aubrey Bowles (above) and
Pat Izaaks (below) presented exhibits
related to this important day. In addition
fo the South African stamps
commemorating this event, Pat also
mentioned that the Soviet Union was the
first country in the World to issue a stamp
in 1948 depicting Women's Day
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Have you read the article “Oom Pat
vertel” in the recent S A Philatelist

magazine?
E A

Tony Koch showed an old map of the
known Goldfields by T G Baines which
generated an exciting discussion as to
whether it was the explorer/artist Thomas
Baines or Baines the engineer and road
builder who had drawn the map which,
despite its age, is still in beautiful
condition.
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Dick Schurman (shown above) presented
Alaska and the purchase of the country from
Russia by the USA. Dick won the “mug of the

Month" for his fine effort.

Roger Porter (above) gave an excellent
presentation about the recovery of Postal
Services in war territory during the Anglo-Boer

War
BIRTHDAYS

Belated wishes go to Les Williams and Aubrey
Bowles who celebrated their birthdays on 21

and 25 August

We also wish Valerie de Jager a very happy

birthday on the 12th of September 2026

The argument regarding the
name of the Cartographer
was finally settled when the
postcard (on the left) was
produced. It is a painting by
Thomas Baines

“Leaving Pietermaritzburg
for the Goldfields of
Matabeleland”

Unfortunately, the map is too
large for publication here.
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USA
Squirrels and Chipmunks issue of
Forever postage stamps

On September 25, 2026, in Brookfield,
WI, the United States Postal Service will
issue the Squirrels & Chipmunks in
Snow stamps (Forever priced at the
First-Class Mail rate), in four designs, in a
pressure-sensitive  adhesive (PSA)
double-sided booklet of 20 stamps
(Item 686300). These stamps will go on
sale nationwide September 25, 2026,
and must not be sold or cancelled
before the first-day-of-issue.

This  20-stamp  booklet  features
photographs of two eastern
chipmunks, an eastern grey squirrel,
and an American red squirrel, each
captured in snow. Art director Derry
Noyes designed the stamps using
existing photographs.



THE ANGLO-BOER WAR IN NATAL: RE-ESTABLISHMENT OF POSTAL SERVICES
IN WAR TERRITORY AND THE PART OF THE ZAR CEEDED TO NATAL
By Roger Porter

Postal services had to be re-established after the Boer retreat prompted by an advancing British Army in May
1900, in the region that had been invaded by Boer Forces at the start of the Anglo-Boer War in October 1899
The Boers had advanced deep into Natal as far south as the hills surrounding Mooi River and was in a position
to take Pietermaritzburg. The border between OVS and ZAR had to be secured and British Army garrisons
were stationed at Van Reenen (later Harrismith); Newcastle; Utrecht and Vryheid.

The Natal Field Force under General Redvers Buller, chased the Boers beyond Standerton as well as into the
Eastern Transvaal from Volksrust, Wakkerstroom, Christiana, Lydenburg, Barberton to Komatipoort and the
border with Portuguese East Africa.

The first shots of the Battle of
Talana Hill—and the first major
engagement of the Second Boer
War—were fired at 5:40 a.m. on
October 20, 1899, when Boer
artillery positioned on the crest
: of Talana Hill began shelling the
British camp near Dundee,
Natal. Heavy shelling from Mpati
Mountain forced the British
Forces to withdraw and Dundee
2.1 | was left in Boer hands.
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In their occupation of towns and villages in Northern Natal the Boers ransacked the post offices and all
equipment was either missing or destroyed. Initially civilian post offices were established along the railway
line from Ladysmith as General Buller’s field force advanced to Dundee and Newcastle.The safe
circumstances allowed Natalians to return to their homes and the urgency for postal services arose. We are
able to trace this re-establishment of services by the Natal Post Office through postal history items. These
items are either stamps or covers that were cancelled with temporary date stamps that had been issued to
a post office or postal agency in the affected area.

The several types of cancellers were:

1. An oval type used at Elandslaagte, Glencoe Junction and Dundee. There is an oval type used at
Ingwavuma (in Northern Natal) by the Resident Magistrate

2. Asingle circular rubber canceller found in purple and/or black ink. It was used at Highlands, Besters,
Coal Fields Rail and Nondweni

3. POA cancellers were used at Acton Homes, Glencoe Junction, Ingagne, Wesselsnek Railway Station,
Dannhauser, Mount Prospect, Van Reenen, Springfield, Normandien and Entumeni

Continued on page 6



ANGLO-BOER WAR IN NATAL  (Continued)

Left: An example of the
oval cancellers used.
Following the signing of
the Peace Treaty
between the Boer
Republics and the British
Army on 31 May 1902 at
Vereeniging, the Utrecht
and Vryheid Districts of
the ZAR were ceded to
Natal as compensation
for war losses.

First Day Cover and Miniature Sheet
Boer War South Africa 11 - Issued 17 May 2002

The Natal Post Office took over the civilian postal services in the new territory and temporary dated or POA
cancellers were issued.

1. Asingle circle rubber canceller found in purple and/or black ink. These were used at Vryheid, Utrecht,
Paulpietersberg, Luneburg and Gommaan

2. The POA 2 canceller was issued and used at Vryheid

3. The ZAR canceller that had been used at Zwartfolozi was modified by removal of ZAR in the bottom
segment and continued to be used to cancel mail.

Stamp stories are always fascinating and reflect the history of many important events. We encourage our
members to continue contributing to our wonderful hobby
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