
The Country Club Johannesburg, Auckland Park

Meeting Venue: Country Club Johannesburg, Napier Road, Auckland Park

NEWSLETTER No. 389: JULY 2026

Dear Members:

This, the July 2026 Newsletter No. 389, features the following items:

1) Schedule of dates for Auckland Park meetings in 2026.

2) Schedule of dates for the Woodmead meetings in 2026 .
3) A report on the Auckland Park meeting held at 16h00 on 8 July 2026.

4) A report on the in-person and digital via Zoom Stamp Study meeting at Woodmead on 
29th July 2026 at 19h00

Wednesday 12th August 2026 Stamp and General Knowledge Quiz Meeting

Wednesday 9th September 2026 CANCELLED due to National at Woodmead

Wednesday 14th October 2026 Second Competitive Meeting

Wednesday 11th November 2026 Invited Exhibitor

Wednesday 9 December 2026 President’s Meeting + Cocktail Party

1. DATES FOR THE 2026 MEETINGS AT AUCKLAND PARK

The table below gives the 2026 meeting dates and activities to be held in one of the
function rooms at 16h00. The actual venue will be announced a few days before the

meeting.

2.  DATES FOR THE 2026 STAMP STUDY MEETINGS AT WOODMEAD

The table below gives the dates for the 2026 Woodmead meetings to be held in the
Captain’s Table (or other venue to be notified) at Woodmead at 19h00:

Wednesday 29th July 2026

Wednesday 26th August 2026

Wednesday 30th September 2026

Wednesday 28th October 2026

Wednesday 25th November 2026

Wednesday No meeting in December
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3 THE AFTERNOON SESSION CONVENED IN THE WILLOW ROOM AT AUCKLAND 

PARK ON 8 JULY 2026 AT 16h00

Ian Matheson chaired the evening, with nine members in attendance. Ian conveyed apologies on behalf of

Adel Bulpitt, Bruce Berry, Howard Green, Don and Denise Collie, Danna Strydom, Erna Solomon and

Herbie Schaffler.

• The Exhibits

Derek Roth showed a section from his collection featuring the stamps of Hungary. He used pre-printed

pages, so there was space for each of the stamps he had in his collection (and also spaces for those he did

not!!). Many people collect this way and then hunt around to fill the spaces with all the concomitant joy

when one obtains the elusive item(s).

Ian Matheson’s exhibit covered the VOC (Dutch East India Company) revenue stamps of the Cape of Good

Hope. The most informative publication on the topic was the three volume publication “Cape of Good

Hope Revenues” by John Fletcher, the first volume of which dealt with the VOC period.

The British East India Company (EIC, founded 1600) and the Dutch East India Company (VOC, founded

1602) were the leading forces in world trade during the 17th and 18th centuries. The VOC had a peak

valuation of $7.9 trillion (inflation adjusted) and was the largest company that has ever existed. The EIC

peaked at a mere $4.5 trillion. The EIC controlled territory belonging to 20% of the world’s population. At

its peak it had 260,000 employees and employed a private army of 200,000+, larger than the British Army.

The VOC had over 4,785 ships during its lifetime. These were real corporate superpowers that waged wars,

ruled territories and fundamentally reshaped global economics. The VOC also had power to imprison and

even execute wrong-doers! Both saw their operating territory as Indian Ocean and surrounding nations.

The VOC specialised in porcelain and the spice trade (nutmegs, cloves, mace, cinnamon) and the EIC

specialised in textiles (cotton, silk) and tea. EIC was also responsible for supply of opium to China.

Jan van Riebeeck arrived at the Cape on 6 April 1652 with three ship-loads of sailors and settlers with the

intention of establishing a staging post, ship repair facility and hospital for ships travelling between Europe

and the Orient. Land grants were made for the Commander, members of the “Council of Policy” and other

key personnel. It is recorded that farming yields were low as the farmers were employees of the company

and had no incentive to excel (vide Lenin’s farmers in Russia post-Revolution). Fletcher writes that land

grants were made to farmers from 1677 in the belief that ownership of the land would incentivise

productivity increases. They were right. Fletcher illustrates three 1677 land grants. The Balson Holdings

family trust owns another (trust holdings listed on Google). Ian showed two more. Fletcher writes that 10-

20 were issued. The land-owner received one copy and a duplicate was prepared for the Cape archive.

The 1677 land grants bore no revenue stamps. The first revenue stamp was an embossed VOC 24 stuiver

stamp of 1711. An undated copy was shown.

Ian had not written up this portion of his collection for three reasons. (a) The early pages were taller than

A4; it is considered incorrect to mount pages sideways, and the early seventeenth century documents were

on paper that would crack if folded. (b) The embossed stamps were uncoloured, so most would appear

invisible in a display. Fletcher had illustrated each type by photographing in tangential light to generate

shadows, then increasing contrast using Photoshop. Ian had used Fletcher’s illustrations to show the types,

probably an unacceptable practice in a competitive exhibit. (c) The documents were written by hand in Old

Dutch and Ian was unable to translate them, even with Google Translate. Consequently, any write-up was

likely to omit relevant detail.
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The second set was dated 1714. The full set was shown except the 3 stuivers. Fletcher questioned whether it

existed. A single copy is in the collection of a fellow-collector in Johannesburg! Fletcher and Indusophon

believed that two copies of the 1½ Rix dollar existed, one of which was on small piece. Ian has discovered a

beautiful full document for a property transfer of 1721 with a third copy, which was in the display. It was

endorsed by fiscal Cornelius Beaumont, whose fancy signature was at the top. It was interesting to note that

another document in the display dated 1808 bore 1714 24 Stuiver and 48 Stuiver embossed stamps. This was

the equivalent of 1½ Rix dollars, and indicated that the 1½ Rix dollars stamp was no longer available by this

date, partly explaining its rarity.

The next set was dated 1750. The display was almost complete up to the 25 Rix dollar and they were

shown as documents and pieces. Ian has been unable to translate the Old Dutch to properly understand

the contents of the documents.

In 1891 a 6 stuivers stamp was issued. Ian showed copies used up to 1863. The Rix dollar had ceased to

be legal tender in 1841. The British occupied the Cape from 1795. The territory was handed to the

Batavian Republic from 1803 to 1806, then the British took it back in 1806, and then it was formally

ceded to Britain by the Prince of Orange in 1814. British sterling embossed colourless stamps were

introduced in 1825.

I duit (1765) I duit (1792)

Fletcher was very pleased with a

portion of a document in his

collection featuring 8 Rix dollar

and 10 Rix dollar stamps from the

1750 set used in combination with

a sterling 3/- embossed stamp and

speculated that the combination

may be unique. Ian showed a full

similar document with 2 X 8 Rix

dollar and 2 X 10 Rix dollar

stamps used in combination with

a 6/- sterling stamp.

Another interesting late usage of

the VOC issue was a deed of

transfer of 30 July 1863 bearing a

strike of the 1791 6 Stuivers

stamp – 21 years later that the

latest date previously recorded.

Several articles have been written

about the VOC inked stamps with

speculation regarding where they

were used – Batavia, India, Cape,

Holland or America. Ian showed

an example.

1714 1½ Rix dollar stamp on 1821 Deed of Transfer



Land Grant.  17 June 1677

Finally, Ian showed a handful of VOC coins. Each was a 1 duit coin from the eighteenth century. In the

Cape 192 duit = 1 Rix dollar. In Netherlands 384 duit = 1 Rix dollar.

1714 24 Stuivers

“C” denotes Cape of 

Good Hope.

Gov. Ryk Tulbagh

Governor of the Cape of Good Hope

(27 Feb 1751-11 Aug 1771)

VOC handstamp

(19 August 1775)
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The next exhibit was presented by Gary Pienaar and featured the Cornwell Award for gallantry,

presented by the Boy Scouts.

On 31st May 1916 the actions of an ordinary boy in extraordinary circumstances led to the development of

Scouting’s Cornwell Badge The badge is still awarded today by Scout Associations around the world to

honour those scouts, who, in the face of considerable danger, have acted with character and devotion to

duty, coupled with exceptional courage and endurance.



The badge honours John “Jack” Travers

Cornwell, a 16-year-old Boy Scout and sailor

Boy (1st class) in the Royal Navy during World

War 1. During the Battle of Jutland Jack was

severely wounded when a shell struck his gun

post on HMS Chester. Despite fatal injuries and

the loss of his entire gun crew, he stayed at his

post awaiting orders. The badly wounded boy

sailor was taken back to Grimsby, where he died

on 2nd June. It was this devotion to duty, that

earned “Jutland Jack” both the nation’s respect

and a posthumous Victoria Cross, Britain’s

highest military gallantry award. Deeply moved

by this ultimate display of bravery and

commitment, Baden-Powell established the

Cornwell Memorial Fund and the award in his

honour.
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The next exhibit was from Michael Gristwood, a self-proclaimed relative beginner in philatelic matters.

Michael showed a small section of his collection of Helvetic stamps, being the Europa series. An excerpt from

the introductory page is shown below.



6

The final exhibit was presented by Jim Findlay

.UNITED NATIONS PEACEKEEPING MISSION GUIDELINES AND SOUTH AFRICAN 

NATIONAL DEFENCE FORCE DEPLOYMENT IN CENTRAL AFRICAN REPUBLIC, 

COMOROS AND SUDAN.

The South African National Defence Force (SANDF) has participated in a number of United Nations (UN) 

and Africa Union (AU) peacekeeping missions in Africa since 2002. The deployment usually consists of 

one or more units such as an infantry battalion or company, an engineer troop, a medical detachment or a 

South African Air Force detachment. The composition of a SANDF contingent depends on the role required 

on the actual mission. Each mission operation is normally allocated a Field Post Office (FPO) component 

handling mail and parcels to and from the SANDF servicemen and women.

The contingent undergoes specific mission training for 3 months in Bloemfontein which is followed by a 

six-month deployment on the UN or AU peacekeeping operation. The training includes various UN 

Peacekeeping guidelines such as ‘The Code of Personal Conduct’, Peacekeeping ethics and moral standards, 

hostage handling, refugee handling and management as well as the maintenance of law and order. Missions 

are for peacekeeping stability but are capable of offensive combat if needed.
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Operation Vimbezela, Central African Republic (CAR) with FPO 35.

In 2007 the SANDF was asked to train the military by the CAR government and the CAR army members

received leadership training in Bangui and in the RSA. The SANDF sent an engineer contingent for

specialist training of CAR forces. Rebel activity increased and a further 200 paratroopers were deployed to

protect the president. No air support was supplied, and no additional equipment was allocated to these

reinforcements. When the rebels overthrew the CAR government in March 2013, 13 SANDF paratroopers

were killed. All SANDF forces were withdrawn at this stage.



Operation Triton IV, Comoros with no dedicated FPO.

This mission was to assist with the maintenance of law and order during the elections with the first voting

round on 16 April and the final vote on 14 May 2006. The SANDF contingent consisted of 350 troops and

150 policemen arrived on 24 March 2006 and were deployed on Moroni, Anjonan and Mayotte islands.

A cover from the SANDF mission in 

Comoros to FPO 3 at Waterkloof Air 

Force Base where it received a 

standard postage stamp courtesy of 

the SANDF, was cancelled by FPO 3 

and entered the civilian postal system 

and received at Parklands Post 

Office.

Operation Cordite, Darfur, The People’s Democratic Republic of Sudan, with FPO 34.

The initial SANDF force in 2004 was as observers and to monitor cease fire agreements between the Muslim 

militia and tribes and to protect civilians in Darfur. By 2007 the mission increased in size and concentrated on 

humanitarian aid operations. On many occasions, the role changed to offensive operations due to the genocide 

by the Muslim rebels.

This was a hybrid United Nations/Africa Union mission (UNAMID) to counter the Arab Muslim tribal militia, 

Janjaweed, continued genocide of Christians in the Darfur region of Sudan. The SANDF has had an infantry 

battalion in Darfur from 2004 to 2025 with the headquarters at El Fasher and satellite bases at Kutum, Malha 

and Melit.
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The front and reverse of the address notification postcard with FPO 341 datestamp at Katum Base, Sudan.
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5. THE IN-PERSON AND DIGITAL VIA ZOOM MEETING HELD AT WOODMEAD 

IN BISHOP’S ROOM ON 29TH JULY 2026

The chairperson for the Stamp Study meeting in the 
Bishop’s Room Table at Woodmead on 29th July2026 was 
Ian Matheson.

There were four in-persons member in the room – Jim

Findlay, John Handman, Danna Strydom and Ian
Matheson plus another eight on-line attendees. Adél 
Bulpitt hosted the meeting from England, where she is

presently on a visit and Ian Matheson provided the laptop
to link to the screen at Woodmead. The Country Club IT

technician assisted to set the system up

The only on-line show was from Ian Matheson: Ian’s
topic was “Entertainment Tax in Cape of Good Hope”.
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The Cape of Good Hope issued revenue stamps from 1711 until the declaration of Union of South Africa in

1910. However, this was not the end of revenue stamps from the Cape. Under the pretext of raising funds

following the First World War a number of countries started to issue revenue stamps to pay “Entertainment

Tax”. Patrons of establishments providing entertainment had been taxed in the Cape from 1913, but

Ordinance 5 of 1918 introduced a tax for patrons. The law stated that entrance had to be by “stamped ticket”.

However, smaller, cheaper performances could not justify the expense of printing tickets so admission was

often by a blank piece of paper bearing the appropriate revenue stamp to pay the tax.

Ian differentiated four sets of horizontal format stamps as illustrated. It is probable that other duties were

used, but have not been found (yet!).

First issue on plain paper ticket
First issue – ZES PENNIES in two words.

Second issue – ZESPENNIES in one word.

Third issue – 1d on plain paper ticket.  “UNIE VAN 

SUID AFRIKA” (horizontal) in background. Fourth issue – perforated.  “UNION OF SOUTH 

AFRICA” (vertical) in background.
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The long format stamps were replaced by smaller format stamps from 1940, new duties being introduced as

required. Ian described his study of these stamps as a voyage of discovery as there were so many aspects

being discovered along the way. The existence of four long format sets was just the start. The small format

stamps were produced in different stamp sizes and the sheets were formatted in several different ways!

The English stamps are slightly taller than the Afrikaans stamps of the 1d, 2d, 3d and 1/- duties as

illustrated above (19mm vs 18.5mm). The 5d was 17mm tall, the 9d and 1s2d are 17.3mm tall and the 10/-

is 17.5mm tall. The 10d, 2/-, 2/6 and 5/- are 18mm tall and the 4d, 6d, 8d and 10d are 18.5mm tall.

The 5d, 9d, 1s2d, 2/-, 2/6, 5/- and 10/- have a single thick line at the bottom and the other values have a

double line, as shown above.

The sheet formats were also not standardized. The 1d, 2d and 6d were printed in two panes of 120 with a

vertical central gutter. Stamps alternated vertically and horizontally between English and Afrikaans. The

3d, 4d, 5d, 10d and 1/- were printed in a single pane of 240 with alternating language as before. The 1s2d

was printed in two panes of 120 but the language alternated in horizontal rows, but all stamps in a single

column were in the same language. The 4th format used for the 9d was in a single pane of 240 with stamps

in a column all being in the same language. The 5th identified format was used for the 2/6 and 5/-. The

format was the same as the 3rd format (1s2d) but the panes were arranged tete-beche to each other. The

formats of the 8d, 2/- and 10/ are not known as sheets have not been seen, but they were probably in one of

the five formats described.

The stamps were sold in both sheet format and in booklets of 240 stamps. Ian showed the only recorded

booklet (8d duty), but portions of booklet covers were shown used as stiffeners in SAPO consignments.

Ex SA Post Office archives.
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The stamps were changed to decimal currency in 1961 when the pound was replaced by the Rand. The

decimal stamps are found on watermarked paper and on unwatermarked fluorescent paper. Mint stamps and

usages on tickets were shown for all issues from the long format to the smaller stamps

A curious element of the entertainment tax legislation decreed than if a tea-room provided any entertainment

apart from instrumental music, they had to tax every patron one penny “Tea-room Tax” (later one cent).

Certain establishments and activities were exempt from tax. The display included tickets for amateur sport

and a theatre within the University of Cape Town endorsed “Exempt from Entertainment tax”, as were entry

tickets for the Dolphinarium and Snake Park in Port Elizabeth, these being Government institutions.

Ian was not sure when the tax was discontinued as the Government Gazettes were unclear. Stamps were only

issued up to 1963, yet tickets from the 1970s were marked “including tax” and were also endorsed “Exempt

from the use of stamps”. The most recent tickets sometimes had a punch hole that seemed to be intended to

remove the words “inc. tax”, but it often missed the words!.



General:

• National Stamp Show 2026 will be held at the Country Club Johannesburg – Woodmead from 9-

12 September 2026. This will be hosted by the PFSA, assisted by affiliated members of the

Gauteng Philatelic Societies.

• Because of the clash between the National Stamp Show at Woodmead and the society

meeting at Auckland Park, the society meeting of 9 September has been CANCELLED.

We hope to see you all at Woodmead. It is an outstanding venue and should be perfect for

purpose.

• Please bring friends along to the quiz night – our next function. It will not be a heavy “stampy”

night and prizes are on offer. Tea, coffee and sandwiches will be served and those who wish to
stay for dinner afterwards will be able to check out the absolutely world-class reconstruction that

has transpired following the fire.

• The two appended letters were sent to me for addition to our newsletter.

Be good, folks.  See you at the next meeting, I hope

Ian Matheson, President.
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