WITWATERSRAND
PHILATELIC SOCIETY

The Country Club Johannesburg, Auckland Park

Meeting Venue: Country Club Johannesburg, Napier Road, Auckland Park

NEWSLETTER No. 389: JULY 2026

Dear Members:
This, the July 2026 Newsletter No. 389, features the following items:

1)  Schedule of dates for Auckland Park meetings in 2026.

2)  Schedule of dates for the Woodmead meetings in 2026 .

3)  Areport on the Auckland Park meeting held at 16h00 on 8 July 2026.

4)  Areport on the in-person and digital via Zoom Stamp Study meeting at Woodmead on
29th July 2026 at 19h00

1. DATES FOR THE 2026 MEETINGS AT AUCKLAND PARK

The table below gives the 2026 meeting dates and activities to be held in one of the
function rooms at 16h00. The actual venue will be announced a few days before the

meeting.
Wednesday 12t August 2026 Stamp and General Knowledge Quiz Meeting
Wednesday 9th September 2026 CANCELLED due to National at Woodmead
Wednesday 14t October 2026 Second Competitive Meeting
Wednesday 11" November 2026 Invited Exhibitor
Wednesday 9 December 2026 President’s Meeting + Cocktail Party

2. DATES FOR THE 2026 STAMP STUDY MEETINGS AT WOODMEAD

The table below gives the dates for the 2026 Woodmead meetings to be held in the
Captain’s Table (or other venue to be notified) at Woodmead at 19h00:

Wednesday 29t July 2026
Wednesday 26" August 2026
Wednesday 30" September 2026
Wednesday 28t October 2026
Wednesday 25% November 2026
Wednesday No meeting in December
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3 THE AFTERNOON SESSION CONVENED IN THE WILLOW ROOM AT AUCKLAND
PARK ON 8 JULY 2026 AT 16h00

Ian Matheson chaired the evening, with nine members in attendance. Ian conveyed apologies on behalf of
Adel Bulpitt, Bruce Berry, Howard Green, Don and Denise Collie, Danna Strydom, Erma Solomon and
Herbie Schaffler.

e The Exhibits

Derek Roth showed a section from his collection featuring the stamps of Hungary. He used pre-printed
pages, so there was space for each of the stamps he had in his collection (and also spaces for those he did
not!!). Many people collect this way and then hunt around to fill the spaces with all the concomitant joy
when one obtains the elusive item(s).

Ian Matheson’s exhibit covered the VOC (Dutch East India Company) revenue stamps of the Cape of Good
Hope. The most informative publication on the topic was the three volume publication “Cape of Good
Hope Revenues” by John Fletcher, the first volume of which dealt with the VOC period.

The British East India Company (EIC, founded 1600) and the Dutch East India Company (VOC, founded
1602) were the leading forces in world trade during the 17 and 18" centuries. The VOC had a peak
valuation of $7.9 trillion (inflation adjusted) and was the largest company that has ever existed. The EIC
peaked at a mere $4.5 trillion. The EIC controlled territory belonging to 20% of the world’s population. At
its peak it had 260,000 employees and employed a private army of 200,000+, larger than the British Army.
The VOC had over 4,785 ships during its lifetime. These were real corporate superpowers that waged wars,
ruled territories and fundamentally reshaped global economics. The VOC also had power to imprison and
even execute wrong-doers! Both saw their operating territory as Indian Ocean and surrounding nations.

The VOC specialised in porcelain and the spice trade (nutmegs, cloves, mace, cinnamon) and the EIC
specialised in textiles (cotton, silk) and tea. EIC was also responsible for supply of opium to China.

Jan van Riebeeck arrived at the Cape on 6 April 1652 with three ship-loads of sailors and settlers with the
intention of establishing a staging post, ship repair facility and hospital for ships travelling between Europe
and the Orient. Land grants were made for the Commander, members of the “Council of Policy” and other
key personnel. It is recorded that farming yields were low as the farmers were employees of the company
and had no incentive to excel (vide Lenin’s farmers in Russia post-Revolution). Fletcher writes that land
grants were made to farmers from 1677 in the belief that ownership of the land would incentivise
productivity increases. They were right. Fletcher illustrates three 1677 land grants. The Balson Holdings
family trust owns another (trust holdings listed on Google). Ian showed two more. Fletcher writes that 10-
20 were issued. The land-owner received one copy and a duplicate was prepared for the Cape archive.

The 1677 land grants bore no revenue stamps. The first revenue stamp was an embossed VOC 24 stuiver
stamp of 1711. Anundated copy was shown.

Ian had not written up this portion of his collection for three reasons. (a) The early pages were taller than
A4; it is considered incorrect to mount pages sideways, and the early seventeenth century documents were
on paper that would crack if folded. (b) The embossed stamps were uncoloured, so most would appear
invisible in a display. Fletcher had illustrated each type by photographing in tangential light to generate
shadows, then increasing contrast using Photoshop. Ian had used Fletcher’s illustrations to show the types,
probably an unacceptable practice in a competitive exhibit. (c) The documents were written by hand in Old
Dutch and lan was unable to translate them, even with Google Translate. Consequently, any write-up was
likely to omit relevant detail.



The second set was dated 1714. The full set was shown except the 3 stuivers. Fletcher questioned whether it
existed. A single copy is in the collection of a fellow-collector in Johannesburg! Fletcher and Indusophon
believed that two copies of the 172 Rix dollar existed, one of which was on small piece. Ian has discovered a
beautiful full document for a property transfer of 1721 with a third copy, which was in the display. It was
endorsed by fiscal Cornelius Beaumont, whose fancy signature was at the top. It was interesting to note that
another document in the display dated 1808 bore 1714 24 Stuiver and 48 Stuiver embossed stamps. This was
the equivalent of 1'% Rix dollars, and indicated that the 1'% Rix dollars stamp was no longer available by this
date, partly explaining its rarity.

The next set was dated 1750. The display was almost complete up to the 25 Rix dollar and they were
shown as documents and pieces. lan has been unable to translate the Old Dutch to properly understand
the contents of the documents.

In 1891 a 6 stuivers stamp was issued. lan showed copies used up to 1863. The Rix dollar had ceased to
be legal tender in 1841. The British occupied the Cape from 1795. The territory was handed to the
Batavian Republic from 1803 to 1806, then the British took it back in 1806, and then it was formally
ceded to Britain by the Prince of Orange in 1814. British sterling embossed colourless stamps were
introduced in 1825.

Fletcher was very pleased with a
portion of a document in his
collection featuring 8 Rix dollar
and 10 Rix dollar stamps from the
1750 set used in combination with
a sterling 3/- embossed stamp and
speculated that the combination
may be unique. Ian showed a full
similar document with 2 X 8 Rix
dollar and 2 X 10 Rix dollar
stamps used in combination with
a 6/- sterling stamp.

Another interesting late usage of
the VOC issue was a deed of
transfer of 30 July 1863 bearing a
strike of the 1791 6 Stuivers
stamp — 21 years later that the
latest date previously recorded.

Several articles have been written
about the VOC inked stamps with
speculation regarding where they
were used — Batavia, India, Cape,
Holland or America. Ian showed
an example.

I duit (1765) I duit (1792)

1714 1'/2 Rix dollar stamp on 1821 Deed of Transfer



Finally, Ian showed a handful of VOC coins. Each was a 1 duit coin from the eighteenth century. In the

Cape 192 duit = 1 Rix dollar. In Netherlands 384 duit = 1 Rix dollar.
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Land Grant. 17 June 1677

1714 24 Stuivers

“C” denotes Cape of
Good Hope.

Gov. Ryk Tulbagh

Governor of the Cape of Good Hope
(27 Feb 1751-11 Aug 1771)

VOC handstamp

(19 August 1775)

The next exhibit was presented by Gary Pienaar and featured the Cornwell Award for gallantry,

presented by the Boy Scouts.

On 315t May 1916 the actions of an ordinary boy in extraordinary circumstances led to the development of
Scouting’s Cornwell Badge The badge is still awarded today by Scout Associations around the world to
honour those scouts, who, in the face of considerable danger, have acted with character and devotion to

duty, coupled with exceptional courage and endurance.




The badge honours John “Jack” Travers
Cornwell, a 16-year-old Boy Scout and sailor
BOX ¥C, 16 Boy (1% class) in the Royal Navy during World

MORTALLY WOUNDED

War 1. During the Battle of Jutland Jack was
severely wounded when a shell struck his gun
post on HMS Chester. Despite fatal injuries and
the loss of his entire gun crew, he stayed at his
post awaiting orders. The badly wounded boy
sailor was taken back to Grimsby, where he died
on 2" June. It was this devotion to duty, that

From set of 6 stamps issued by British eamed “Jutland Jack” both the nation’s respect

Poston the 21% September 2006, and a posthumous Victoria Cross, Britain’s

commemorating Victoria Cross highest military gallantry award. Deeply moved

recipients. Designed by Atelier Works by this ultimate display of bravery and

and printed by Lithography by Joh. commitment, Bgden-Powell establlsheq the T

Enschede Security Printers. Cornwell Memorial Fund and the award in his | comweltvc, printed by CC Publisher,
honour London.

The next exhibit was from Michael Gristwood, a self-proclaimed relative beginner in philatelic matters.
Michael showed a small section of his collection of Helvetic stamps, being the Europa series. An excerpt from
the introductory page is shown below.

The Europa postage stamp (also known as Europa - CEPT until 1992) is an
annual joint issue of stamps with a common design or theme by postal
administrations of member countries of the European Communities.
EUROPA stamps underline cooperation in the postai domain but also aim to
help promote philately.

History

From 1956 to 1993

The first Europa issue was on 15 September 1956. In 1959, CEPT was formed,
and from 1960 the initials "CEPT" were displayed on the jointly issued stamps.
There was a common design from 1956 to 1973, (with the exception of 1957),
but from 1974, the common design was replaced by stamps with different
designs, but with a common theme.

Since 1993

When CEPT decided to focus on telecommunications in 1993, PostEurop took
over the management of the Europa issues. The CEPT logo was replaced by a
new logo created by PostEurop, being the word "EUROPA" leaning to the right.
From January 2011, the new EUROPA logo, has been preceded by a symbolic
reminder of the mailbox.

Switzerland's Involvement

Although the first Europa stamps were issued in 1956, Switzerland officially
joined the program a year later. '

Swiss Post runs internal competitions to select unique designs that blend
Swiss culture with the broader European topic.



1987 Modern Architecture 1987 Modern Architecture
“Scarabaeus” “Carnival Fountain”, Basel
(Bernhard Luginbuht) (Jean Tinguely)

HELVETIAS50 HELVETIA90
1988 Transportation & Communications 1989 Children’s Games 1989 Children’s Games
Arrows on Map of Europe Hopscotch Blind-man’s buff

The final exhibit was presented by Jim Findlay

.UNITED NATIONS PEACEKEEPING MISSION GUIDELINES AND SOUTH AFRICAN
NATIONAL DEFENCE FORCE DEPLOYMENT IN CENTRAL AFRICAN REPUBLIC,
COMOROS AND SUDAN.

The South African National Defence Force (SANDF) has participated in a number of United Nations (UN)
and Africa Union (AU) peacekeeping missions in Africa since 2002. The deployment usually consists of
one or more units such as an infantry battalion or company, an engineer troop, a medical detachment or a
South African Air Force detachment. The composition of a SANDF contingent depends on the role required
on the actual mission. Each mission operation is normally allocated a Field Post Office (FPO) component
handling mail and parcels to and from the SANDF servicemen and women.

The contingent undergoes specific mission training for 3 months in Bloemfontein which is followed by a
six-month deployment on the UN or AU peacekeeping operation. The training includes various UN
Peacekeeping guidelines such as ‘“The Code of Personal Conduct’, Peacekeeping ethics and moral standards,
hostage handling, refugee handling and management as well as the maintenance of law and order. Missions
are for peacekeeping stability but are capable of offensive combat if needed.



TEN RULES
CODE OF PERSONAL CONDUCT
FOR BLUE HELMETS

Dress, think, talk, act and behave in a
manner befitting the dignity of a disci-
plined, caring, considerate, mature,
respected and trusted soldier, displaying
the highest integrity and impartiality. Have
pride in your position as a peace-keeper
and do not abuse or misuse your authority.

Respect the law of the land of the host
country, their local culture, traditions,
customs and practices.

Treat the inhabitants of the host country
with respect, courtesy and consideration.
You are there as a guest to help them and
in so doing will be welcomed with admira-
tion. Neither solicit or accept any material
reward, honor or gift.

a Do not indulge in immoral acts of sexual,

physical or psychological abuse or exploita-
tion of the local population or United Nations
staff, especially women and children.

HOSTAGE INCIDENT CARD

= Youronlyjobis to survive.

m Atthe time of your seizure, do not attempt to
fight back. The first 15 to 45 minutes are the
most dangerous. Do not play the hero; do
not talk back oract “tough.”

Be certain that you can explain everything
you have on your person. Do not carry any
items that may call into question your
motives or status within the mission.

Fearis a normal reaction. Try to relax, pause,
take a deep breath and accept the situation.

Keep alow profile.

« Be cooperative without appearing either
servile or antagonistic. Follow the instruc-
tions of your captors.

» Neverbeg, plead or cry.

» Do not make threats against your captors
or indicate that you would testify against
them.

» Avoid appearing to study your captor’s
features, dress and mannerisms.

Respect and regard the human rights of
all. Support and aid the infirm, sick and
weak. Do not act in revenge or with
malice, in particular when dealing with
prisoners, detainees or people in your
custody.

Properly care for and account for all United
Nations money, vehicles, equipment and
property assigned to you and do not trade or
barter with them to seek personal benefits.

Show military courtesy and pay appropri-
ate compliments to all members of the
mission, including other United Nations
contingents regardless of their creed,
gender, rank or origin.

Show respect for and promote the envi-
ronment, including the flora and fauna, of
the host country.

Do not engage in excessive consumption
of alcohol or traffic in drugs.

Exercise the utmost discretion in handling
confidential information and matters of official
business which can put lives into danger or
soil the image of the United Nations.

0 O

m Try to gain your captors’ respect and try to
build rapport with them. An excellent topic
of discussion is family and children.

Emphasize that as a United Nations em-
ployee, you are neutral and not involved in
politics. '

Encourage your captors to let the authorities
know your condition and whereabouts.

Take care of yourself; exercise, stay well
groomed, eat and drink even if you are not
hungry.

Be patient and mentally prepared for isola-

tion. Focus your mind on pleasant scenes,
memories or prayers.

Do not attempt to escape uniess you are
certain you will be successful.

If there is a rescue attempt by force, drop to

~ the floor and keep your hands over your

head. Once the situation stabilizes identify
yourself.

Operation Vimbezela. Central African Republic (CAR) with FPO 35.

In 2007 the SANDF was asked to train the military by the CAR government and the CAR army members
received leadership training in Bangui and in the RSA. The SANDF sent an engineer contingent for
specialist training of CAR forces. Rebel activity increased and a further 200 paratroopers were deployed to
protect the president. No air support was supplied, and no additional equipment was allocated to these
reinforcements. When the rebels overthrew the CAR government in March 2013, 13 SANDF paratroopers
were killed. All SANDF forces were withdrawn at this stage.



Please use this address when sending mail to me
L Ul TR,
¢ *Name: _______ ...
Sub-Unit:
Unit:
OPS VIMBEZELA
FPO 3
PRETORIA
0106

02 JuL 2010
FPO

a0z qUIRf WPy

Standard Postage

— South Africa

OP VIMBEZELA
CENTRAL AFRICAN REPUBLIC

J. Findlay

F.P.O. 35
BANGUL P.O. Box 3474

v Parklands
% 2121

An address notification postcard and a cover with the first day of use of the FPO 35.

Operation Triton IV, Comoros with no dedicated FPO.

This mission was to assist with the maintenance of law and order during the elections with the first voting
round on 16 April and the final vote on 14 May 2006. The SANDF contingent consisted of 350 troops and
150 policemen arrived on 24 March 2006 and were deployed on Moroni, Anjonan and Mayotte islands.

09 JUN 2006
A cover from the SANDF mission in
AFRICAN MISSION Comoros to FPO 3 at Waterkloof Air
IN COMOROS Force Base where it received a

J. Findlay
P.O. Box 3474
Parklands

2121 South Africa

standard postage stamp courtesy of
the SANDF, was cancelled by FPO 3
and entered the civilian postal system
and received at Parklands Post
Office.

Operation Cordite, Darfur. The People’s Democratic Republic of Sudan, with FPO 34.

The initial SANDF force in 2004 was as observers and to monitor cease fire agreements between the Muslim
militia and tribes and to protect civilians in Darfur. By 2007 the mission increased in size and concentrated on
humanitarian aid operations. On many occasions, the role changed to offensive operations due to the genocide

by the Muslim rebels.

This was a hybrid United Nations/Africa Union mission (UNAMID) to counter the Arab Muslim tribal militia,
Janjaweed, continued genocide of Christians in the Darfur region of Sudan. The SANDF has had an infantry
battalion in Darfur from 2004 to 2025 with the headquarters at El Fasher and satellite bases at Kutum, Malha

and Melit.



Please use this address when sending mail to me:

AFFIX
STAMP
HERE ;
31“W Force number T122R222 BV
X Rank & Name W2a.G.Y.S. . 8oT .5
AFRICAN MISSICH Subunit C.2MMANDER..FRO.35
: oS it \LE STRLAINIT
10.. 7 FiNDLAY mﬁcomo. Unit ALEIELD. PO.STARL.UN
Po Box 3474 .
PR 1 TRITON IV
_____ RKLANDS . FPO 3
QIR PRETORIA
0106

SouTH. ARFRICA

The front and reverse of an address notification postcard from Operation Triton IV, Comoros.

PLEASE USE THIS ADDRESS WHEN SENDING MAIL TO ME

South Africa

71 MAY 20
FPO

FORCENUMBER . .. . ocomiamimomsmas
RANKBNAME ... .............\ocomsimmismniomenon
BB = o i el
R SN Ao L

OPS CORDITE

FPO 3

PRETORIA

0106

5 \ k ?
\ 2.6 AUG 2010
I \ s
\ & / Standard Poslag:e
TTTE South Africa
OP CORDITE, SUDAN.
F.P.O. 34 J. Findlay,
ZAM ZAM BASE,
EL FASHER. P.O. Box 3474,
v Parklands,

2121.

A UN/AU mission cover from FPO 34 at Zam Zam Base, El Fasher, Sudan, on the first day of the datestamp use.
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1D No. 368D

, Initials

- 1, Force Numbezl UN Missio
& Sumame: 6\'-/14 \ w

1 understand “prohibited items” as listed in the

I declare this mmzfd-h the«w::&

Security member, serving under the mission for OP Cordite

Inspected bv: Force Ko.: _ﬁﬂsﬂ_ﬁe

Name: Z-B NbGuganic

Signature:

_dispatch ANY listed items to South Africa, which is declared “prohibeted”.

{

, hereby declare under oath, that 1
am fully informed of the directive issued in 2003, by the S.A.N.D.F. Joint Operations South

Africz, identifying “prohibited goods./ lems / articles”, and that 1 bind myself not to

active, to include the following items /
description of goods, namely: (a) Ammunition, (b) Weapons, (c) Knifes / Panga’s, (d)
Military Uniform / Military Items as broduoed by any country, (e) Explosives, {f) Seeds and
any other form of “Fauna & Flara”, in other WONS.-Q\S such as wood, treated wood, etc.,

CD’s or any related dllegel electonic medis, and or {i)Any form of Currency.

(g) lliegal substances, i.e. Lica'lor, (h) Poultry (i.e. n;eat), (1) Minerals, (j) Pirate DVD's /

MILITARY POLICE CLEARANCE,
PARCEL POST,
SOUTH AFRICAN CONTINGENT,
DARFUR, SUDAN,

Rank: _&fCPL

Parcel post labels to and from FPO 34 at El Fasher.

Cachets confirm that the parcels were X-Rayed for possible contraband.

5. THE IN-PERSON AND DIGITAL VIA ZOOM MEETING HELD AT WOODMEAD

IN BISHOP’S ROOM ON 29™ JULY 2026

The chairperson for the Stamp Study meeting in the
Bishop’s Room Table at Woodmead on 29th July2026 was

lan Matheson.

There were four in-persons member in the room — Jim
Findlay, John Handman, Danna Strydom and Ian
Matheson plus another eight on-line attendees. Adél
Bulpitt hosted the meeting from England, where she is
presently on a visit and Ian Matheson provided the laptop
to link to the screen at Woodmead. The Country Club IT
technician assisted to set the system up

The only on-line show was from Ian Matheson: lan’s
topic was “Entertainment Tax in Cape of Good Hope”.
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The Cape of Good Hope issued revenue stamps from 1711 until the declaration of Union of South Africa in
1910. However, this was not the end of revenue stamps from the Cape. Under the pretext of raising funds
following the First World War a number of countries started to issue revenue stamps to pay “Entertainment
Tax”. Patrons of establishments providing entertainment had been taxed in the Cape from 1913, but
Ordinance 5 of 1918 introduced a tax for patrons. The law stated that entrance had to be by “stamped ticket”.
However, smaller, cheaper performances could not justify the expense of printing tickets so admission was
often by a blank piece of paper bearing the appropriate revenue stamp to pay the tax.

Ian differentiated four sets of horizontal format stamps as illustrated. It is probable that other duties were
used, but have not been found (yet!).

- PESERISERSEEE

L ENTERTAINMENTS DUTY %«

P S

r.i.h:!vr’“

Gt Cape . _Kaap . Zd
B s Province Provincie 8

VERMAKELIKHEIDSBELASTING

‘:. TWO PENCE. TWEE PENNIES. -& i

[

;"'—:«,, 3

First issue on plain paper ticket

Second issue — ZESPENNIES in one word.

Third issue — 1d on plain paper ticket. “UNIE VAN
SUID AFRIKA” (horizontal) in background. Fourth issue — perforated. “UNION OF SOUTH
AFRICA” (vertical) in background.
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The long format stamps were replaced by smaller format stamps from 1940, new duties being introduced as
required. Ian described his study of these stamps as a voyage of discovery as there were so many aspects
being discovered along the way. The existence of four long format sets was just the start. The small format
stamps were produced in different stamp sizes and the sheets were formatted in several different ways!

The English stamps are slightly taller than the Afrikaans stamps of the 1d, 2d, 3d and 1/- duties as
illustrated above (19mm vs 18.5mm). The 5d was 17mm tall, the 9d and 1s2d are 17.3mm tall and the 10/-
1s 17.5mm tall. The 10d, 2/-, 2/6 and 5/- are 18mm tall and the 4d, 6d, 8d and 10d are 18.5mm tall.

Single frame line

The 5d, 9d, 1s2d, 2/-, 2/6, 5/- and 10/- have a single thick line at the bottom and the other values have a
double line, as shown above.

The sheet formats were also not standardized. The 1d, 2d and 6d were printed in two panes of 120 with a
vertical central gutter. Stamps alternated vertically and horizontally between English and Afrikaans. The
3d, 4d, 5d, 10d and 1/- were printed in a single pane of 240 with alternating language as before. The 1s2d
was printed in two panes of 120 but the language alternated in horizontal rows, but all stamps in a single
column were in the same language. The 4% format used for the 9d was in a single pane of 240 with stamps
in a column all being in the same language. The 5% identified format was used for the 2/6 and 5/-. The
format was the same as the 34 format (1s2d) but the panes were arranged tete-beche to each other. The

formats of the 8d, 2/- and 10/ are not known as sheets have not been seen, but they were probably in one of
the five formats described.

D,

Ex SA Post Office archives.

The stamps were sold in both sheet format and in booklets of 240 stamps. Ian showed the only recorded
booklet (8d duty), but portions of booklet covers were shown used as stiffeners in SAPO consignments.
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The stamps were changed to decimal currency in 1961 when the pound was replaced by the Rand. The
decimal stamps are found on watermarked paper and on unwatermarked fluorescent paper. Mint stamps and
usages on tickets were shown for all issues from the long format to the smaller stamps

A curious element of the entertainment tax legislation decreed than if a tea-room provided any entertainment
apart from instrumental music, they had to tax every patron one penny “Tea-room Tax” (later one cent).

RITZ BIO. CAFE

, - N° 19270
N¢ 4303 A 1 2. |
- - Pigalle Tea Room Ci ¢jalle Tea Room Cinema
CAPE TOWN CAPE TOWN
KITCHEN VOUC .38 21
% 21c ¢
- MINIMUM REFRESHMENT CHARGE MINIMUM REFRESHMENT CHARGE
/ 5 This Portion to be retained by Kitchen : <
e  TEA | COFFEE I MINERAL This Portion to be retained by Patron
~ PEGASUS, C.T. 3 : PEGASUS, C.T.

Certain establishments and activities were exempt from tax. The display included tickets for amateur sport
and a theatre within the University of Cape Town endorsed “Exempt from Entertainment tax”, as were entry
tickets for the Dolphinarium and Snake Park in Port Elizabeth, these being Government institutions.

Ian was not sure when the tax was discontinued as the Government Gazettes were unclear. Stamps were only
issued up to 1963, yet tickets from the 1970s were marked “including tax” and were also endorsed “Exempt
from the use of stamps”. The most recent tickets sometimes had a punch hole that seemed to be intended to
remove the words “inc. tax”, but it often missed the words!.
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General:

e National Stamp Show 2026 will be held at the Country Club Johannesburg — Woodmead from 9-
12 September 2026. This will be hosted by the PFSA, assisted by affiliated members of the

Gauteng Philatelic Societies.

e Because of the clash between the National Stamp Show at Woodmead and the society
meeting at Auckland Park, the society meeting of 9 September has been CANCELLED.
We hope to see you all at Woodmead. It is an outstanding venue and should be perfect for
purpose.

e Please bring friends along to the quiz night — our next function. It will not be a heavy “stampy”
night and prizes are on offer. Tea, coffee and sandwiches will be served and those who wish to
stay for dinner afterwards will be able to check out the absolutely world-class reconstruction that
has transpired following the fire.

e The two appended letters were sent to me for addition to our newsletter.

Be good, folks. See you at the next meeting, I hope

lan Matheson, President.



Philatelic Federation of South Africa
Filateliese Federasie van Suid-Afrika

PO Box 53100 Wierda Park 0149
Tel.: 083-399-1755
Email: pfsastamps@gmail.com

15 July 2026

Witwatersrand Philatelic Society: Attention Dr Ian Matheson RDPSA FRPSL
Johannesburg

Dear Dr Matheson,

It is with sincere appreciation that we acknowledge the contribution by Witwatersrand Philatelic Society
towards the update of 7he Stamps of the Union of South Africa 1910 - 1961 (Union Handbook).

Updating a book of this magnitude requires careful research, renewed commitment, and the belief that
the story is still worth telling.

Your willingness to stand behind this project has been both encouraging and deeply meaningful. Your
support will enable us to maintain the legacy of the original publication by enhancing and updating its
content and presentation. This ensures the book stays relevant and continues to promote and preserve
our shared philately heritage for years to come.

On behalf of everyone involved in the project, please accept our heartfelt thanks. Your belief in the
value of this work is deeply appreciated, and we are honoured to count you among our supporters.

Warm regards,

(.

¥ g

André du Plessis RDPSA
PFSA: COO
083 399 1755



Request to participate in Gauteng Regional Exhibition - Heritage 2026 - Erfenis 2026

Ronel Erasmus <ronel.erasmus®@icloud.com> Wednesday, 15 July 2026 at 10:58

To: nikki@ccj.co.za; Drlan Matheson; ccarey@icon.co.za; alex.visser@up.ac.za; jhrmjk@mweb.co.za; +7 more ¥

Dear Presidents and Secretaries,

| am writing to invite your society and its members to participate in the Gauteng Regional Philatelic Exhibition, which will be
held from 24 to 26 September at the Voortrekkermonument. See the link below for the Prospectus and entry link.

The exhibition coincides with the Heritage Day celebrations on 24 September, when the Voortrekkermonument expects
approximately 40,000 visitors. Many of these visitors are likely to visit our exhibition, giving us a wonderful opportunity to
showcase the richness and diversity of philately to the general public.

In addition to the competitive classes that will be judged, we are also offering a "No Rules" class. This category is designed to
encourage participation from members who may not wish to enter a competitive exhibit but would still like to share their passion
for the hobby. Whether they collect stamps, postal history, postcards, revenues, Cinderella material, first day covers, thematic
collections, or any other aspect of philately, this is an opportunity to display what makes their collection special.

| would be grateful if you could encourage your members to take part, whether by entering a competitive exhibit or by
participating in the "No Rules" class. Every exhibit helps demonstrate the many facets of our hobby and has the potential to
inspire new collectors and generate greater public interest in philately.

With such a large and diverse audience expected over the Heritage Day weekend, this is an exceptional opportunity for us, as
Gauteng philatelists, to promote our hobby and show visitors what can be achieved through collecting, studying, and exhibiting
philatelic material.

Thank you for your support. | look forward to see you and your members there and to make this exhibition a memorable and
successful event.

Kind regards,
Ronel Erasmus

Secretary
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