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ARTICLES FOR THEMNEWS

Most of the arficles which appear in Thematics are sourced from a variety of available
philatelic magazines; however, it would be wonderful to use more local articles. | have
adjusted the newsletter to allow for local and longer articles. The request for articles
remains as strong as ever.

FROM THE EDITOR OF THEMATICS

Dear Thematicists,

| have said before how frightening it is as time passes. Here | sit again to compile
the newsletter for this month. During the past month | found some interesting items for my
collections, but the one that really lit up interest was a stamp of Sahara Occidental.
Please read what | discovered reading up about this stamp in this newsletter. The other
new stamps | could add to my collections and acquire some additional items of philatelic
interest. | also read an article in one of the magazines about an afttempt by a private
company to recommence mail delivery, the content of which | will share with you. This will
be covered in a future newsletter. There also was the result of a competition to select the
most beautiful stamp issued in 2025. The result of this competition must be regarded with a
question mark, as beauty is in the eye of the beholder. After the last few editions of
Thematics, | received several remarks which | found heartening. | trust that you will enjoy
the variety of articles | have included. Editor

THEMATIC MEETINGS

*First Saturday of the month — The Pretoria Chapter meets at 10:00 in Greek Orthodox
Church Hall, corner of Lynwood Road and Roper Street, (opposite UP main gate).
Contact: Helena Snyman 012-803-8922, 083-990-8953 or helenasnyman/@gmail.com.

*First Saturday of the month - The Western Cape Chapter meets at 09:30 in the Church Hall
of the DR Church Bellville-Vallei, c/o Postma and St Andrews Street, Oakdale, Bellville.
Contact: Diederik Viljoen at 082-456-6653 or diederikgviljoen@gmail.com.

STAMP FAIRS

*First Saturday of the month — The Cape Stamp Fair @ DR Church Bellville-Vallei, c/o Postma
and Andrews Streets, Oakdale, Bellvile, Cape Town. Contacts: Ken Joseph 072-597-1287
ken@philatelicfriends@co.za Robbie Harm 082 925 7103, robertharm%@gmail.com, from
08:30 until 12:30. Please confirm the date of the next Stamp Fair, although reminders are
sent via SMS/E-mail.

*First Saturday of the month — Pretoria Stamp Fair @ Pretoria, Greek Orthodox Church,
corner Lynwood Road and Roper Street, (opposite UP main gate) Contact: Kenny Napier
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Kenny.napier@mweb.co.za and Clinton Goslin 083 272 9367, atlasauctioneers@lantic.net.
Open at 08:00 with auction at 11:00.

* Second Saturday, every month - Johannesburg Stamp Fair. German Country Club, 131
Holkom Road, Paulshof, Sandton. Open 08:00 with an auction at 10:00. Contact: Kenny
Napier,  kenny.napier@mweb.co.za and  Clinton  Goslin @ 083 272 9367,
atlasauctioneers@lantic.net.

*Last Saturday of the month — East Rand Stamp Fair @ Edenvale Bowling Club, 6™ Avenue,
Edenvale. Contact: Kenny Napier Kenny.napier@mweb.co.za and Clinton Goslin 083 272
9367, atlasauctioneers@lantic.net. From 08:00, auction at 10:00.

*First Saturday of the month - Sunbird Stamp Auction @ St Elizabeth’s Anglican Church Hall,
5 Salisbury Avenue, Westville, Durban. From 09:00 until 13:00. Contacts: Kim Breytenbach
sunbird.stampauctions@gmail.com.

*First Saturday of each month - Natal Stamp Fair: from 09:00 to 12:30.

Even numbered months @ Hilton's Lions Hall, Azalia Drive, Hilton. Host: Maritzburg Philatelic
Society. Contact Ken Joseph, ken@philatelicfriends.com.

Odd numbered months - at St Elizabeth's Church Main Hall, Salisbury Avenue, Westville,
Durban. Host: Highway Philatelic Society. Contact Ken Joseph, ken@philatelicfriends.com.

*Second and last Saturday of month — Natal Fair @ Classic Motorcycle Club, 137 Tara
Road, Bluff, Durban. Open: From 09:00. Contact: Zbigniew  Kawecki,
z.kawecki57@gmail.com.

*George (online philatelic auctions): Ray’s Stamps, Contact: Ray Upson (044 871 2286).
scpa@xsinet.co.za (Fax2email: 086 733 8444)

THEMATICS AROUND THE COUNTRY

Pretoria Chapter — 2 May 2026

On this long weekend Saturday, we were only a few enthusiasts at the meeting. We en-
joyed a wide variety of themes and were inspired to spend more time with our stamps. Al-
bert Borgstein shared the original Themnews logo, the ThematicsSA periodical. He is also
busy with his ZASM exhibition and he showed a postcard he acquired of Pretoria's Church
Square from the east. He can now start his model building of the mentioned church. He al-
so showed the SWA frain stamp issue of 1937. He mentioned that the train depicted on the
stamp was never used in Southwest Africa. There is a second mistake on the stamp, name-
ly the smoke of the train and the smoke of the steamer in the harbour are blowing in dif-
ferent directions! Mias keeps on surprising us with his succulents: Francophonia - our well
known frangipani. Who would have thought they are also succulents? Petra redid her An-
glo Boer War exhibition's first 16 pages that are now 18 pages, just to realise that she now
needed to look at the rest of the collection from a new angle. She shared some of her
ideas for the second section. Helena showed the new South African stamps of the Iziko
South African Museum's bi-centenary. Very expensive!l She also showed the progress on
her South African birds, which are going painstaking slow. The end of the first section, Wa-
ter birds, is nearing the end. Helena Snyman

WC Chapter - 16 May 2024
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No meeting was held due to the absence of many on fravels elsewhere. Diederik Viljoen

FACTS AND FEATS: THE POSTAL SERVICES

The following Facts and Feats touch on all types of Security Devices.

A silk thread enmeshed and the paper, analogous to the metal strip in

‘ banknotes, has been used as a security device in the
stamps of three countries. It was presented by John
Dickinson between 1809 and 1839 and first used in Great
Britain for the Mulready wrappers and envelopes and a frial
prinfing of 1d stamps. Later it was used in the embossed
=4 envelopes and the 10d and 1/- embossed adhesive s’romps printed at
Somerset House. A similar device was used on stamps issued by Bavaria (1849-68) and
Switzerland (1854-62).

Burelage as a security underprint was first used on the Danish stamps of 1851-4 and
N consisted of an intricate network of wavy lines on which the design of The
. stamps was then superimposed (left). Burélage also -5
. appeared on the stamps of Hanover (1855-6), Wenden
(1863-6) and the Dominican Republic (1881), while in the
stamps of Alsace and Lorraine (1870-1) it formed the main
: . feature of the design, the network covering the entire face -
of the sfomps (nghf Colourless ink (carbonate of lead) was used to apply a burélé
pattern to stamps of Prussia and the North German Confederohon
and certain early issues of Italy. The purpose of this i !
invisible ink was to show up any attempt to wash off
{ the postmark, since immersion in water rendered the
ink visible. Phenolphthalein was used in the printing of
{ a security pattern on Imperial German in the 1890s. This !
device only came to light when a consignment of stamps, aboard
il 1 the SS Eider, wrecked off the coast of Wight on 31 January 1892,
was salvaged and the network was apparent on the stamps which had been immersed in
water. This incident may have given the Colonial Office the idea of | s |
protecting stamps with a moiré (watered silk effect) pattern. Stamps
despatched to British Honduras in 1915, when the U-boat campaign was
at its height, were first overprinted in this way to distinguish them from the
pre-war consignments, should they fall in enemy hands. They arrived
safely and were issued in the usual manner. Paper with a greyish-blue
imprint of overlapping circles and the words WINCHESTER SECURITY PAPER
was used in the printing of the Venezuelan series of 1932-8. White paper was subs’rl’ru’red in
1939.
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The cleaning and re-use of stamps has been prevented by the United States (1868-71 by
embossing a grilled pattern of tiny squares. This broke the fibres of the
surface of the paper, enabling the postmark ink to penetfrate more
thoroughly and rendering cleaning more difficult. Eleven types of
grille are classified by philatelist.



Varnish lines were applied diagonally across the surface of Austrian stamps,
1901-7, to hinder cleaning and re-use. Three different widths of bar were
applied. Russian stamps of 1909 and 1917 used a lozenge pattern.

Fugitive ink, which ran of any attempt was made to clean the stamp, was patented by De
La Rue and used in the printing of fiscal stamps (from 1855). In the 1880s double fugitive
inks (llac and green) were used as an extra precaution.

Facts and feats from Mackay, James, The Guinness Book of Stamps,
Guinness Publishing Ltd, Enfield, 1988
Please note that the information used for this article has in many cases been overtaken by
events — Ed.

TIMELINE — BASTILLE DAY: 14 JULY

Bastille Day is a holiday celebrating the storming of the Bastille—
a military fortress and prison—on 14 July 1789, in a violent uprising
that helped usher in the French Revolution. Besides holding
gunpowder and other supplies valuable to revolutionaries, the
: ik Bastille also symbolized the callous tyranny of the French
Ry monarchy, especially King Louis XVI and his queen, Marie
Antoinette. Built in the 1300s during the Hundred Years' War against the English, the Bastille
was designed to protect the eastern entrance to the city of Paris. The formidable stone
building’s massive defences included 100-foot-high walls and a wide moat, plus more
than 80 regular soldiers and 30 Swiss mercenaries standing guard. T
As a prison, it held political dissidents (such as the writer and
philosopher Voltaire), many of whom were locked away without a
trial by order of the king. By 1789, however, it was scheduled for
demoalition, to be replaced by a public square. Moreover, it was
down to just seven prisoners: four accused of forgery, two
considered “lunatics” and one kept in custody at the request of his own family.
Bernard-René de Launay, the governor of the Bastille, watched in dread as a large and
growing mob of angry revolutionists surrounded the fortress on 14 July. Upon receiving a

demond to surrender, he invited revolutionary delegates inside to negotiate. Lacking any

{ direct orders from Louis XVI, he purportedly received them warmly
d{ and promised not to open fire. Yet as the talks dragged on, the
: people outside grew restless—some may have thought their
{ delegates had been imprisoned. Eventually, a group of men
climbed over an outer wall and lowered a drawbridge to the

Bastille's courtyard, allowing the crowd to swarm inside. When men
began attempting to lower a second drawbridge, de Launay broke his pledge and
ordered his soldiers to shoot. Nearly 100 attackers died in the onslaught and dozens of
others were wounded, whereas the royalists lost only one soldier. The tide turned later that
affernoon, however, when a detachment of mutinous French Guards showed up.
Permanently stationed in Paris, the French Guards were known to be sympathetic to the
revolutionaries. When they began blasting away with cannons at the Bastille, de Launay,
who lacked adequate provisions for a long-term siege, waved the white flag of surrender.
Taken prisoner, he was marched to city hall, where the bloodthirsty crowd separated him
from his escort and murdered him before cutting off his head, displaying it on a pike and
parading it around the city. A few other royalist soldiers were also butchered,
foreshadowing the terrifying bloodshed that would play a large role during and after the
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French Revolution. In the aftermath of the storming of the Bastille, the prison fortress was
systematically dismantled until almost nothing remained of it. A de facto prisoner from
October 1789 onward, Louis XVI was sent to the guillotine a few years later—Marie
Antoinette’s beheading followed shortly thereafter.

International Society of World Wide Stamp Collectors, Wikipedia, History.com

“STAMPS” OF SAHARA OCCIDENTAL
| found this “stamp” with some other
stamps, and it is one | had not seen
before. After a short research, |
e found the following information. The
o “stamps” are issued for the area
shown right. Prior to 1976, the area was known as Spanish Sahara.
Official postage stamps were issued under the names "Sahara
Espanol" and "Africa Occidental Espanola". Following the end of
Spanish control in 1976, Morocco assumed administration of the
territory. Consequently, valid postage used in the region is [&4 7 : mpe
serviced by the Moroccan postal system, Barid Al Maghrib. This is  [seavsuwest arkica | Kionr
still the situation today. Beginning around 1990, the Polisario Front and the self-declared
RASD began issuing colourful thematical stamps (featuring themes like local plants,
animals, and vehicles). Inscribed as SAHARA OCCID. R.A.S.D., Sahara Occidental, or
Republica Saharaui, these are intended as publicity moves. Because they do not perform
actual postal duty and are not recognized by the Universal Postal Union (UPU), they are
considered as collectors' or Cinderella stamps rather than valid postage.

MAURITANIA

Source from Wikipedia with help of artificial information.

MOUNTING STAMPS

Previously we considered how to display your stamps and other items. For example should
you keep your items in an album or in a stock book? Now we will shift our focus to how to
mount your items in albums, since albums are a principal method of stamp storage for
many collectors. Some collectors will say “You have to mount this this kind of stamp this
way". For instance, "All mint stamps must be placed into plastic mounts”. However, many
factors determine how | want to mount my stamps, especially the cost of the mounts. Not
every collector does things the same way.

First let’s discuss the types of mounts available and then we will cove how to choose
among them. For uniformity you may prefer to have only one mounting method you use,
but choosing one expensive method for your entire collection can break the bank. Once
or twice | have wondered if | was spending more on mounts than | was on stamps. But
choosing an inexpensive method may damage some stamps. In other words there are
advantages and disadvantages of each method. Like many collectors you may choose
to use different types of mounts in different situations. Also remember that you can collect
stamps without using any mounts, for example if you do not use albums. Some collectors
place all their items in stock books and others put all stamps into glassine envelopes. Stock
books are books with partitions where stamps can be placed. Glassine envelopes are
made from a slick semi-transparent paper which tends not to damage stamps and it offers
mild protection from water damage.


http://www.history.com/topics/french-revolution
https://www.history.com/this-day-in-history/marie-antoinette-is-beheaded
https://www.history.com/this-day-in-history/marie-antoinette-is-beheaded

Hinges are small, folded, transparent, gummed pieces of paper. Most commonly the
paper used is glassine. You attach the small side of the hinge to the stamp
and the larger side to the album page. Hinges can be used for used or
mint stamps and for many decades they were the main method of
affixing stamps into albums. This is why most older unused stamps show

signs that in the past a collector hinged them.
Hinge on the back of a stamp.

In theory hinges peel off a stamp easily when you want to remove it or : _
remount the stamp. But different types of hinges can vary in how tightly
they sfick. If you want to remove a hinge it is better to wait until the moist surface dries.
Depending on the kind of gum on the hinges and on the stamps some hinges stick quite
tightly. How to hinge a stamp:

1. Lightly moisten the short.

2. Press the hinge ontfo the back of the stamp near the top.

3. Then, moisten the long flap.

4. Aftach the stamp to the page by pressing the stamp over the hinge.
If you place the hinge near the very top of the stamp you can lift the stamp up later. If you
place the hinge a little further down the back of the stamp it is difficult to see the back of
the stamp or the picture under the stamp. But it will not lift up as easily.

La i o A AR S s o s’

Advantages of hinges: Hinges are fairly inexpensive, they can allow you
to see the front and back of the stamp and good hinges allow you to

remove the stamp fairly easily from the album. Disadvantages of hinges:
Hinge on the back of a stamp.

Hinges can damage the back of the stamp. They can leave parts of the
hinge (called “"mounting remnants”) or they can pull off some of the
paper off the stamp leaving a “thin”. A “thin” in stamp collecting is
when part of the paper of the stamp is thinner than the rest. raasasas

Dennison hinges

Stamp collector lore holds that no current company makes hinges that are as peelable as
those made by the Dennison Company in the past. The Dennison Company went out of
business many years ago and perhaps their recipe for hinge gum was lost. Or perhaps it
was so expensive to make that the company could not turn

a profit once the number of stamp collectors dwindled.
Stamp mounts.

In any case, full packages of Dennison hinges still exist and
their prices in online marketplaces has risen from under $5.00
a package to over $25.00 a package due to scarcity. When
the price rose, there grew up an industry to re-use old
Dennison packages and fill them with non-Dennison hinges and then reseal them. Thus
people tried to sell non-Dennison hinges in Dennison packages to cheat collectors. Our
club had several packages of these fake Dennison hinges donated to it a few years ago.
Actual Dennison hinges had a dull sheen and recent hinges are a brighter, shinier green in
most cases. The author feels that 215t century hinges are less peelable than the ones he
used in the 1970s. You can poll other club members to see if they feel the same way.

Plastic mounts

Mounts are plastic strips with adhesive on one side. The main idea of plastic mounts is to
protect and show stamps in an attractive way. In theory, mint stamps will not be
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damaged on the back. That is, a mint never hinged stamp (MNH) will still be mint never
hinged after you have mounted it and kept it in your album for a while. Mounts cost
significantly are than hinges but they protect both the front and back of the stamp. Items
are even partially protected from humidity and temperature changes. Plastic mounts are
Usually, either clear or black and you can choose which one you prefer. They are often
made of polyester materials such as Mylar or Melinex, and they are usually of archival
quality. In other words, stamps can be safely stored in them for decades without being
damaged. Some plastic mounts you load the stamp into the top of the mount and others
split in the centre and you load the stamp into the back. It helps to know how tall and how
wide your stamp is (in millimetres). If you push a stamp into a mount that is too narrow for
it, the mount can damage the perforations.

Once the stamp is in the mount you moisten the back of the mount and aoffix it to the
album page. Note that if you apply excess moisture, the gum of the stamp can be
damaged. This often manifests as a thin line in the gum. Note that some people stick the
mount to the page first and then put the stamps in only once the moisture on the mount
has dried. This method requires some patience but there is less damage to the stamps.
Many collectors prefer to use stamp tongs rather than hands to place mint stamps into
mounts. This avoids getting skin oils on stamps which can damage them later. Sometimes
you can even see the grooves of a fingerprint on the back of a stamp.
Advantages of plastic mounts: Stamps — especially mint stamps - are better
protected by mounts than by hinges. Many collectors consider mounts to be
aftractive. A black outline around each stamp can emphasize its fresh
appearance. However, if there is an imperfection in the stamp it can also
emphasize the fault.
Disadvantages of plastic mounts: Cost is often a factor because mounts cost
significantly more per stamp than hinges. Also, if you have stamps of many sizes, not
to mention blocks of four, etc., you will need to keep in stock many sizes of mounts
which is a hassle. Additionally, if you apply too much moisture the gum of the
stamp can stick to the album or the mount. It can be challenging to cut mounts so
that they appear exactly rectangular (Many stamp collectors want every detail to
appear right). There exist mount cutters which are like miniature paper cutters but
sometimes these also produce diagonal or curved cuts. You can buy pre-cut
mounts but then you will probably need more sizes of them. Another disadvantage
of mounts is that if you use a lot of them in an album it bulks up the pages to make
the album thicker overall.

Postal card or cover mounts

There exist small corner mounts for displaying postal cards or covers. You place one
triangular mount on each corner of the item and moisten the back to aoffix it to an album
page. Corner mounts can get expensive fast if you have many items to display.

Hingeless albums

Hingeless albums come with mounts for each stamp already on the pages. Mystic,
Lighthouse, Palo and Davo are companies which offer these. Their mounts are pre-sized to
accept each particular stamp and you don't have to bother with having many sizes of
plastic strips at all times. The big downside is that these albums are quite expensive — your
cost might exceed $1000.00 for a é-volume set of albums to house all of one nation’s



stamps. Sometimes you can find used hingeless albums for sale, if you don’t mind that they
are not pristine.

Non-recommended mounting methods

There are also some mounting methods which damage stamps and are not
recommended. For instance mounting items with Scotch tape, staples or glue is not
desirable if you ever want to remove the items from the album. Also, after yellow sticky
notes have been on a philatelic item for a while, they leave a residue and discoloration.
Moreover, collectors almost never lick the back of a stamp and stick it in their album. In
the 1970s and 1980s photographs were often mounted in albums bearing a mild adhesive.
Stamps and covers are often seen in these old albums. But after many years the covers
are discoloured and sticky on the side facing the adhesive. The author has learned many
of these lessons the hard way.

How to choose which mounts to use

Several factors help determine which mounts are right for you. First of all, how much
money you can put intfo your collection matters strongly. If you only have $5 a month to
spend, you may want to confine yourself to mostly hinges and glassine envelopes. Which
items you are mounting also matters. Do you collect worldwide and have thousands of
low-value stamps? It would be expensive to purchase plastic mounts for all these. But if
you collect mostly expensive mint U.S. stamps, you may want to restrict yourself to mounts.
And of course you can use different methods for different items in your collection.
Whichever method(s) you choose, try to plan for your stamps to be displayed for decades
without much damage.

References
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https://centurystamps.com/a-complete-guide-to-perfectly-mounting-your -stamps accessed 6 Mar 2026
How to use hinges and mounts, Mystic Stamp Discovery Cenfre,
https://info.mysticstamp.com/learn/how-to-use-hinges-and-mounts/ accessed 6 March 2026

Klug, Janet, Stamp album quandary: hinges, mounts or something else, Linn's Stamp News website,
https://www.linns.com/insights/stamp-album

An article by Doug Files in Daytona Stamp Club newsletter of July 2026
Plastic mounts are known by most local philatelists as Hawid strips — Ed.

ITALIAN CHURCHES AND CATHEDRALS ON STAMPS - PART 2

Anthony New FSA, FRIBA, MI Struct E, concludes his tour of Italian religious architecture.

A view across the River Arno towards Santa Maria del Fiore,
Florence

As already mentioned, the influence of
Byzantine art is evident in
places like Ravenna and
Venice which fraded with
the Levant. The great five- B¢
domed St Mark’s in Venice
(right) is the prime example
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in Europe of a style which seems more suited to the East. Though founded as a basilican
church in 864, it was completely fransformed in 1042-71 on the model of the now
destroyed church of the Apostles in Constantinople. The brilliance of the mosaics (left) and
paosey 4 Coloured marbles is unequalled elsewhere, as is the blending info @

= homogeneous whole of contributions of materials and art from
many countries. For example the bronze horses on
the main facade (right) are 4th century Greek work
of the fime of Alexander. The famous detached
campanile, though begun in the 10th century, was
s NOt finished ftill the 16th. It collapsed in 1902 (set off,
Litis scud by the custodian attempting to enlarge his cramped :
quarters in the base) and was rebuilt by 1912, an event !

91). Another Byzantine church of supreme importance is that
of St Vitale at Ravenna (Italy 2428), which was founded in
526 and is octagonal. Its eight columns support a dome
i unusually constructed for lightness not of stone but of |
. i hollow earthenware pots and the mosaics of the i
sanctuary are unique as a record of the costumes of its period. '

Venice

Venice has had generous coverage (not only of its churches) on the world’s stamps as a
result of the ‘Save Venice’' campaign, and it is appropriate here to
mention the domed octagonal church of Santa | rusuave oo Al
Maria della Salute (left), built in 1631-81 by the } -
Roman architect Longhena in thanksgiving for |
1§ deliverance of the city from the plague, as well
! L .....1 as the more traditional San Giorgio Maggiore
(right). The latfter stands on its own islet on 10th century foundations and
was rebuilt in 1566-80 by Palladio, but the very conspicuous campanile,
modelled on St Mark’s, is of 1791 and can nowadays be ascended by lift. "

= “=*1 The church of San Antonio at Padua (left), on a cruciform
plan with six domes, a central conical cupola and two
minaret-like campanili, was begun in 1231 and resembles St
Mark’s in many ways, not least in its rather Byzcm’nne
appearance. Internally it is far less elaborate,
but it does contain a wealth of art treasures,
notably the celebrated altar by Donatello, a
copper ponel of Wh|ch appears on ltaly 1165. The Scrovegni Chapel, also in
Padua, has a famous set of frescoes by Giotto (right). Trieste !
i Cathedral (left), like the city itself, has had a somewhat ‘i
i chequered history reflected in its irregular appearance. Two churches, The
i earlier of which was of Roman origin and has ancient Corinthian columns in
i its tower, are in effect merged into one and a third church alongside now
¢ forms the bapfistry.
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The Romanesque or round-arched style was to some extent superseded in the northern
parts of Italy by the pointed-arched Gothic imported from France and Germany—the
reverse of the earlier northward spread of Romanesque itself. It can be seen at Pisa in the
superficial stone tracery applied in the 14th century to the baptistery, where it appears



somewhat incongruous. Much purer is the cathedral of Milan (right), freosrs ITALANY 160
second only to Seville in size as the largest medieval cathedral, and built - '
in 1385-1485 largely by German architects and craftsmen.

Horizontal lines

Mony buﬂdmgs often labelled as Italian Gothic are in a style better called Lombardic. In

2w them there is much greater emphasis on horizontal lines, the
use of coloured marbles in conspicuous stripes, an absence of
pinnacles and flying buttresses, and towards the south of the
country a lessening in the size of windows. All this is typified in
the cathedrals of Siena (left), built in 1245-1380, and Orvieto
(right) dating from about 1300. Monza cathedral was founded ==bros :
i about 600 but is mostly 13th and 14th century, with a bold por’ncoloured
i west front (left). A smaller example is the twin-towered basilican co’rhedrol of
San Domenico at Casale Monferrata (not shown). Another : &
i great building of the period is the Certosa or Charterhouse of | 7(’
i Pavia (right), which was begun in 1396 and has a remarkable |
i facade added about 1473 in gleaming marbles, displaying a
i i profusion of Renaissance features. The stamp, however, |
conce es on the cloister of 1478, and the extraordinary hybrid central i
dome-spire above. :

Turin cathedral (left), also dating mostly from the latter years of the 150
century, is chiefly notable as the repository of the reputed Holy Shroud, which
is only displayed every 33 years. Where stone was not readily available ’rhere
was much use of terracotta and brick, as in the church of SS ,‘ﬂgn“"
Giovanni and Paolo in Venice (right), begun in 1246 and .
notable for its slender arcades and the ornate tombs of several 5
. Doges. Often such churches have bold projecting porches, a s
fovourl’re feo’rure being flanking columns uncomfortably resting on the backs |
of lions. Florence cathedral (Santa Maria del Fiore) (1296-1461) with a dome % 2l
and campanile familiar in panoramas of the city, is perhaps less important than its greo’r
'§|_z"e"_s'999_ers_t§_"kgy_’['§1urely merited better treatment than on Italy 779/80, where the first
+ stamp of Tuscany blots out most of it! However there are better views
i of the dome on Italy 2331 and of the whole shown left. The Florentine
{ i church of Santa Croce (2311), also begun about 1200, contains 14th
i< ¢ century frescoes on the life of St Francis of I am e sovr oo froeeece
i Assisi by Giofto, which appear on Italy 195 E
i\ and 1977. Assisi itself is represented by the “
enormous and |mposing monastery and pilgrimage church
(1228/53) shown right and by the smaller Church of San
Damiano on 192.

> |
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: the prototype of all Benedlc’nne monos’rerles

: impregnable hilltop position led to its e .20 ;
disastrous treatment in World War Il. An Italion | S ass =

! series of 1929 (left) show it as it was then, and g =~
. i a pair of 1951 (790/1) portray the restored |
buildings and ’rhelr ruined state respectively. The aerial view of this :
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great group of buildings can be compared with the much smaller and less venerable
Sacro Monte de Varallo (below left), of which the church dates from 1664 to 1825. Further
south, Amalfi cathedral (Italy 679) was begun in the 9" century and shows both Gothic
Fcowncowsas 1 and - Byzantine influences. Its splendid bronze doors were made in
: Ny i Constantinople about 1065.

Further south shII Palermo cathedral in Sicily (right) is much less typical.
Built to a basilica-type plan on the site of a former mosque, much of its i &
ornament is reminiscent of Saracenic work but the dome is an ill-fitting &
P e s ¢ later addition. Also in Palermo are the litle Rom-
ot i anesque church of San Spirito o del Vespro (leff) and H
e 1 the church of San Giovanni degli Eremiti (not shown) WITh SiX red
UL ~i: domes; reputed to have been founded in AD 4, it became a mosque
ot O _; -': and then a church again. Monreale cathedral T H
b wianal e . (right), on the heights to the south-west, was found- | | /
edin 1174 durrng the period of Norman rule, and resembles an early | [
Christian basilica in its western part but a Saracenic mosque in its east-
ern. Mosaic-covered walls and an intricate painted roof enhance the |

solemnity of the interior.

Italy has so many churches of great antiquity that it is easy to overlook more recent ones,
""""""""""""""" though most are in quasi-historical styles and of little

ITALIA architectural interest. However one that was considered

600 worthy of a stamp is that of the Motorway of the Sun, near
Florence (left). The design by the architect Michelucci bears
some resemblance to the Corbusier chapel at Ronchamp
which is so familiar from stamps of France. It goes without
soyihg ’rho’r more churches hove beeh shown on stamps—

can be covered in a general survey like this, Ohd that undoubtedly several more could be
added by the tfime it is in print. As with the churches and cathedrals of France and
Germany, they form a fruitful field for a side-line collection and for study in much more
detail. Guide books, the internet, and specialist books like Banister Fletcher’s History of
Architecture will be needed to help with descriptive matter.

An article by Anthony New FSA, FRIBA, MM Struct
E in Gibbons Stamp Monthly of November 2009

FAKES, FORGERIES EXPERTS

Fakes, Forgeries & Experts Journal (FFE) is journal which addresses all philatelists, advanced
collectors, exhibitors, experts, dealers, auction houses and philatelic organizations. The
straight forward and consistent purpose with FFE is to inform collectors and exhibitors
about fakes and forged items. FFE also explains how philatelic expertizing works. Informing
the collectors mean protecting them from fakes and forgeries. The journal can be found
at the following link http://www.fakesandforgeries.com/. The journal is published by
Postiljonen AB, which also publishes the FACIT series of catalogues, but the Editor is from
Belgium. The journal is available from the publishers at €60.00 (about ZAR1125.00), which is
quite steep, but they offer individual articles for sale, allowing you to acquire an article
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without buying the whole volume where it is featured. This way you can order specific
articles relevant for exactly your field of study - also from sold out volumes! If you are
curious if the FFE-Journal deals with a topic that is relevant for your collecting area, there is
a link on their website where you will find illustrated previews of all articles in every issue.

| came upon this website and had a good look at what it offers. You can do the same - Ed

CURIOUS BUT TRUE: CHASING THE SUN

A téte-béche pair of Montevideo Suns slipped unnoticed from the album pages of a lead-
ing collector and disappeared without frace.

In the years leading up to World War |, the timber magnate, Charles
Lathrop Pack, was one of America’s richest men, as well as one of its
most notable philatelists. His collection of South American rarities was
as impressive as his expertise in plating the early ‘Diligencia’ issues of
Uruguay. These stamps were the brainchild of Atanasio Lapido, one-
time postmaster of Uruguay, who began a national mail service in 1856
using stamps bearing the ‘Sun of May' (el Sol de Mayo) image, which
dated back to May 1910 and the nation’s freedom from Spanish rule.
The inscription ‘Diligencia’ on each stamp indicated their transport by
private mail coach. By 1857, the success of this mail service led to a
new initiative, a mail service from Montevideo in Uruguay to Buenos
Aires in Argentina. The rates for single, double and ftriple letters were
fixed at 120, 180 and 240 centavos respectively and new stamps, now &
inscribed ‘Montevideo’ were lithographed with a similar image. They were printed locally
in sheets of 78, arranged in 13 rows of six stamps, probably in three passes, two of 30 multi-
ples and one of 18. Both the 120c blue and the 180c green exist as téte-béche pairs, cre-
ated when one cliché was accidentally inverted in the preparation of the stone, but these
are extremely rare and valuable. One fine example of the 120c blue took pride of place in
the collection of Charles Lathrop Pack and was a feature when his Uruguay collection
came up for sale in 1929. The purchaser was the British Uruguayan specialist Emanuel J
Lee, known in philatelic circles as ‘the man who killed Uruguay’, after his tendency to hoo-
ver-up anything of philatelic interest from that country. The transaction was handled by
the dealer Charles J Phillips, who naturally looked for the téte-béche pair when he took
charge of the albums. No frace of it was to be found. Charles Phillips referred the matter
back to Pack, who could give no account of its whereabouts, save that his son might
have removed it for display purposes and forgotten to replace it. He added the caveat
that the price of the collection would remain the same regardless of its presence and his
son could shed no further light on the matter. Even an advertisement in leading philatelic
periodicals failed to locate if, despite of a reward of £100(about ZAR 2175.00) (approxi-
mately £8000 — about ZAR174 000.00 today) for information leading to its recovery. It was
never found, in spite of several false alarms and today there are just three known exam-
ples of the 120c téte-béche pair in existence. When one of these came up for auction in
1993, the hammer fell at around £200,000 (about ZAR 4.35 million), the equivalent of more
than half a million pounds (more than ZAR10.876 million) today. Quite a tidy sum to slip
from your album!

An article by John Winchester in Gibbons Stamp Monthly of June
2026

CHARITY STAMPS

12



While Britain’s charity stamp issues, described last month, did not perform as well as ex-
pected, there are plenty of overseas countries that have successfully issued stamps with
added premiums to raise funds for good (and sometime not so good) causes. Richard
West highlights a selection of charity issues from around the world that have raised funds
for a variety of purposes.

The idea of ‘charity’ stamps — those that not only pay the
cost of postage but also carry a premium or surcharge in
aid of worthwhile causes — have not found favour with the
British public. The two attempts by Royal Mail to issue such
stamps, in 1975 and in conjunction with the Christmas issue =
of 1989, did not reach expectations in terms of the money they raised.
However, such has not always been the case in other parts of the world, for chorl’ry stamps
were certainly not something new in 1975. It was in fact Australia that issued the first such

» stamps. In June 1897 New South Wales issued two stamps, one with postal val-
ue of 1d sold for 1sh, and the other paying 2‘/2d pos’roge sold for 2shéd, in both
cases the difference going to a home for {3 N =T
! consumptives (TB sanatorium) (above right). }/&
] Soon after, in October 1897, Victoria fol- }

lowed with two stam ps to support a Hospital Charity
Fund with the same postal values and sold for the same ; =
price (above left). Then in 1900 both Queensland and Victoria issued 1d and |-

I..‘-.....‘_..__.‘.....l

2d stamps sold at 1s and 2sh, the balance going to the Boer War Patriotic Fund (right).

ID Several countries followed soon after, such as Russia in 1905 issuing

T = four stamps in aid of a war charity during the Russo-Japanese War
(left). Then followed The Netherlands in 1906 with three stamps for
the Amsterdam Anti-TB Federation. However, it was Romania,
again in 1906 that took the idea of charity stamps to an extreme
by issuing four sets of four stamps in the year. Such action did not
find approval, especially among collectors, so there was a pause

until World War | saw several countries produce stamps to aid the
war effor’r Red Cross and orphans. After the war, a number of countries started issuing
charity stamps; in a few cases these becoming a regular feature of the annual stamp issu-
ing programme.

In aid of relief funds

Over the yeors the premium has been used to raise funds for the victims of
- natural disasters, such as earthquakes (Greece, and Barbados for
victims of an earthquake in Jamaica) (right), volcanic eruptions
(Indonesia, Philippines, St Vincent, and St Helena for the islanders
of Tristan da Cunha) (left), hurricanes (Cook Islands,
_ Montserrat, Samoa and St Vincent) (Fig 8), and flood re-
- RS lief (Austria, Belgium, Bulgaria, Hungary, Liechtenstein,
S Indonesia, Morocco, The Netherlands, plus Denmark for
victims of flooding in The Netherlands).

Boats built i

MONTSERRAT $1.50

In 1962 British Honduras issued stamps for the victims of Hurricane Hattie: the
stamps were not sold at a premium, but doubtless philatelic sales provided
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needed support (above left). Other causes supported have included: clothing for army re-
servists (Sweden); dole money for unemployed intellectuals (France) and for unemployed
artists (Hungary); milk for children (Grenada); to reduce the national debt (France); help
for the widows and orphans of the crew and passengers of the Hans Hedtoft, that was lost
at sea on 30 January 1959 (Denmark); help for vic- -

tims of adulterated cooking oil (Morocco), of poi-
son gas aftacks (Yemen), and air raids (Greece);
rebuilding after the Falklands War (Falkland Islands
and Falkland Islands Dependencies) (right).

Prisoners of War have been supported by stamps from Austria, Belgium, France and Hun-
gary. Health charities have been supported by New Zealand (see
later) and in 1951 and 1954 by Fiji. Normally the premium is a frac-
tion of the postal value (although the rebuilding stamps from the
Falklands were £1 plus £1), but there have been exceptions. One of
them, issued by Germany on 9 August 1940 for the 50th anniversary
of the Cession of Heligoland to Germany and Hitler's Culture Fund,
had a postal value of épf. and a premium of 94pf. (left) However,
even that does not match the percentage premium on the four
stamps with total postal value of 20c issued by China in 1932 to raise
funds for Sven Hedin's North-west Scientific Expedition,
the stamps being sold for $5 (right). In most cases the
postal value and charity premium are part of the same
stamp design. However, on a few occasions the charitable aspect has been

129l included on a separate panel on the stamp. Examples are from Germany in
ey 1922 (helping the elderly and very young), and Hungary from 1913 to 1916
_ 2t L (left).

fielgolant 50 Jahce beuthn

Pro Juventute

A few countries have made the release of charity stamps a regular occurrence. One of
the most well-known is Switzerland with its Pro Juventute issues from 1913, helping the char-
itable foundation that supports Swiss children and youth. After a brief pause
in 1914, the stamps became an annual feature from 1915. In addition, from _
1912 to 1960 Pro Juventute postcards were also issued. In 1936 first appeared L
Switzerland’s ‘Pro Patria’ stamps benefitting social and cultural works of na- .

tional interest.
The 1912 non-postal charity label was the precursor to Switzerland’s long-running ‘Pro Juventute’ series in
aid of children and youth charities

It was in 1912 that ‘Pro Juventute' was founded to combat the spread of tu-

berculosis, and that year was allowed by the Swiss Post Office to sell a 10 centime charity
FRO JUVEMTL label, but which had no postal validity (right). The first postally valid stamp
came in 1913, printed in green, depicting Helvetica and the Matterhorn (left),

but only showing the postal value of 5c.

Switzerland'’s first ‘Pro Juventute’' postage stamp issue was released in 1913. It carried a 5c charity surcharge,
although this wasn’t indicated in the design. The first surcharge to appear on ‘Pro Juventute' stamps came
with the 1937 issue

- 281 In fact, up to the release of 1936, all the designs only included the postage: it
was not until the issue of 1937 that both the postage and charity surcharge were clearly
indicated. The surcharge on the first stamp would have been 5c., as it was on all stamps
with postal values from 5¢ to 20c. The surcharge was 2c¢ on stamps with 3¢ postal value,
and 10c on stamps of 30c and 40c postage.
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From the outset, the stamps were inscribed ‘Pro Juventute’: the first stamp was issued on 1
December, this remaining the date of issue for many years. However, at first these stamps
were not recognised as being valid for postage by all countries, some freating mail bear-
ing the stamps as unpaid or underpaid. A variety of designs
have appeared over the years, including famous people, but
particularly popular have been the colourful stamps featuring
flora and fauna, including moths, butterflies and other insects.
The 2025 set of two stamps, valid for postage from 6 Novem-
ber, featured joint growth, designed by Loyda Giarusso and
Yousef Ghedjati from the Basel School of Design (right).

ETTAT0

iPROJUVENTUTE +6

:HELV

‘Pro Patria’ |s a patriotic organisation that supports social and cultural work of public inter-
est in Switzerland. Stamps with a surcharge to benefit this charity first ap-
peared in 1936 (left), although it would not be until 1952 that the inscription
‘Pro Patria’ appeared on the stamps. The 1936 releose comprised three
stamps for the National Defence Fund: the early % ; i
stamps would often focus on specific good caus- g/

i es. The most recent issue, that for 2026 is dedicat- |
ed to Switzerland's cultural diversity, from handicrafts to build- {2
ings, but also embracing music and customs (right).

German welfare stamps

As mentioned earlier, the first ‘Welfare' stamps from Germany appeared on 11 December
e 1922, supporting a fund for the old and for children (left).

Germany'’s first welfare stamps were issued in 1922 in aid of children and the elderly
Thereafter such releases became a regular feature of the
stamp-issuing programme, with some of the causes supported in
the early years including the International Philatelic Exhibition
held in Berlin in 1930, the Summer Olympic Games held in Berlin in

4 2ok

§
E
E

feN v vt ﬁfﬁlw"“"..},.h { 1936, and Hitler's Culture Fund. Indeed, from 1939 until April 1945,
~HRinderhitfe m

e | such charity stamps became the norm in Germany with very few
s’romps issued without o surcharge. From 1949 the idea was resurrected and i
each year social welfare stamps continue to appear, now referred to as
‘plus stamps’: from 1969, Christmas stamps have also carried a premium
(righf) Since 1969 Germany’s Christmas stamps have carried an added premlum in aid of charity
In 2008 a ‘plus’ symbol comprising dofs forming a ‘plus sign’ was designed,
s Nt and appears on all relevant designs indicating that <
7 - i The stamp carries a premium in support of one of a number of key
i projects (left).
In 2008 a dotted ‘plus’ symbol was added to Germany’s Christmas stamp designs to indi-
1 cate the charity surcharge

~ 1 The main one remains social welfare first supported by stamps in
1949, the premium helping several organisations that support workers’ welfare, equal op-
portunity, the German Red Cross, social welfare and Jewish welfare.

Youth welfare stamps were first issued in 1962, supporting the welfare of children and
young people with projects such as youth theatres and residential care facilities. It was in
1968 that sports stamps first appeared, not only promoting sport among young people but
also supporting elite athletes in Germany. Environmental protection stamps have been is-
sued every two years since 1992 promoting environmental action, climate action, nature
conservation and nuclear safety. From 1993 philately stamps have supported the Foundao-
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tion for Philately and Postal History in its work promoting philately. On 16 December 1923
The Netherlands issued two stamps with O | Eerera e | | !
premium for a Culture Fund (right). Thereafter
many other causes were supported by chari-
table stamps such as, in the early years, the
Olympic Games in Amsterdam in 1928, the
restoration of the stained glass windows of the Church of St John in Gouda in 1931, Sea-
men’s Charity in 1933, the Netherlands Legion Fund in 1942 and the Bombed Churches
Rebuilding Fund in 1950.

In 1924 a royal decree stipulated that stamps may be issued with a surcharge for the de-
prived child, thereby beginning a long-running series, known as the ‘Kinderpostzegels’, or
‘Children’s Stamps’ that continues today. A multitude of designs have appeared over the

Kmde,postzege,s 2016 cxtavoor T estincop years, understandably becoming bolder and

i1

¢ NEDERLAND1 NEDERLAND1 NEDERLAND1

brighter in their approach over time. From
1928 until 1945 the stamps were inscribed
‘Voor Het Kind’, although World War Il meant
that the stamps were not issued in 1942, 1943

’_i mﬂg mmﬁ and 1944. From 2000 the stamps have been is-
" INeperLAND NEBERLANDT NFEMNEA sued in sheetlets combining the stamps in the
o set. That for 2016 features six stamps that to-

s gether looks very much like a London bus

(left).

New Zealand Health stamps

New Zealand's Health stamps first appeared on 11 December 1929, the 1d [

plus Tdstamp depicting a nurse and being inscribed ‘Help Stamp Out Tu- |

berculosis’ (right): the same design was used the following year but now in-

scribed ‘Help Promote Health'. The most famous design is that of 1931, the

SO- colled ‘Smlhng Boy se’r comprising two stamps, 1d postage plus 1d chari-
; s Ty inred, and 2d plus 1d in blue (left).

The 1931 ‘Smiling Boy’ issue is the scarcest of New Zealand’s basic Heal'rh sets

The design, by L C Mitchell, was not liked, while a depression at
the time meant sales were poor, resulting in this pair now being
i| the scarcest of the basic Health sefs. In 1939, 1940 and 1941 the
1 same design of Beach Ball was used, differing in the use of over-
- prinfed values (1939) or year overprint (1941). The stamps, creat-
LR e - mfﬂ ed to support children’s health camps, became an annual event
up ’ro 2016 When the fmol set appeared. From 1957 and for many years the stamps were
issued in sheetlets of six stamps, doubtless to make them easier to handle by sellers.

oottt it i

PR
m——y

Popular design themes over the years have included mem-
bers of the Royal Family (right), birds, and sporting activities
for the young. In the final three years, the stamps took on
specific themes: producing a vegetable garden (2014), be-
ing sun smart (2015), and being active (2016). The theme of
the 1996 set was ‘Child Safety’, which makes the 40c plus 5¢
stamp as originally designed somewhat ironic. The design
shows a baby in a car seatf, and inifially included a teddy
bear with seat belt. This indicated that the child was facing  SEEEE——= —
forward, breaching New Zealand safety guidelines, as safety res’rrcuns for chlldren Iess than

NEW ZEALAND

|
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6 months old must face backwards. The stamp was to be issued in normally gummed
sheets, as part of a miniature sheet, and in self-adhesive form. The design was redrawn
and re-issued without the bear; stocks of the original design should have been withdrawn
before the date of issue, but some were sold in error from a very few post offices (below
left and right).

SC 439

An original gummed sheet of New Zealand’s 1996 ‘Child

Ay Safety’ Health stamps with the 40c value depicting a

! . child in a forward-facing car seat—breaching New Zealand
% safety guidelines. The design was later reissued with the

1 teddy bear removed from the background

Belgium also has a long history of such
. ! stamps, starfing with the Brussels Exhibition R
¢ in 1910 and moving on to stamps for such causes as the
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1206 New Zedlnd Childrens Health Samp Issve Fynd, among many others. Similarly, France turned to
charitable stamps in 1917 with the War Orphans’ Fund, later adding such good causes as
a Sinking Fund in 1927, Children of the Unemployed Fund in 1936, a Postal Workers' Sports
Fund in 1937, ‘Radio for the Blind’ Fund in 1938, and an annual National Relief Fund from
1940. Luxembourg issued its first charity stamps on 2 August 1921, namely three values for
the War Monument Fund. Various causes followed and then, on 15 December 1926, ap-
peared the first of the Child Welfare sets. These continued to be issued annually until 1938,
in some years being the only new stamps issued by Luxembourg. Again other charities
would also be supported through stamps before the first of the National Welfare Fund
stamps in 1947. These would continue to appear until 2002, although further stamps with a
premium have since been issued. Stamps with a surcharge also appeared from Italy for a
few years from 1910, the charities supported including the Red Cross Society (1915) and
Child Welfare (1937). Likewise, Ethiopia issued stamps with a premium for the Red Cross in
1950, 1959 and 1960, for anti-tuberculosis in 1951 and 1958, and for the disabled in 1963.

A compulsory purchase

While in most cases purchase and use of charity stamps is purely voluntary, there have
been occasions when their use has been compulsory. Examples include Porfugal from
1911 with stamps to raise money for the poor, and Greece in 1914 to benefit the Red
Cross. Later Greece would release similar stamps, the causes
including social welfare, tuberculosis and the lonian Island
earthquake victims. In some cases countries produced spe-
cial postage due stamps for mail not bearing the required
charity stamps. Other examples include Cyprus refugee relief
from 1974, 1977, 1984, 1988/1989, and 1991/1995 and from

2002 to date, India for Bangladesh refugee relief in 1971 (left), Irag Palestin-
ian Relief in 1949, Mexico to rid plagues of locusts in 1923, and West Germany for the Berlin
airlift in 1948. Following the Arab-Israeli War of 1973 all letters in Bahrain were subject to a
5f. tax to aid Palestinian refugees: soon affer infroduction, payment of this I |
tax was indicated using stamps without denomination printed in pale blue
inscribed ‘War Effort’ in Arabic (right).

Following the Arab-Israeli War of 1973 all lefters in Bahrain were subject to a 5f tax to aid Palestinian refu-
gees. Special stamps, inscribed ‘War Effort’ in Arabic, were produced to indicate the tax had been paid

Despite the clear success many countries have experienced with charity |

stamps, it seems safe to assume that the idea will never be repeated by Royal Mail.

An article by Richard West in Gibbons Stamp Monthly of June 2026
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ERRORS ON STAMPS

Errors of stamp designers worldwide cause stamps that make you smile.

BOB MARLEY

1945 - 1981 :

Missing “P”

When the legendary Reggae singer Bob Marley died in 1981, a set of
commemorative stamps were issued in his home country, the Caribbean
island of Jamaica. The 20c value showed him on a picture from a life
concert and the notes of the song Positive Vibrations. The missing “P” in
the somg fitle was discovered only after the release of the stamp and
never changed.

This article is taken from Volker Janssen’s book Errors on Stamps.

Compiled by Robert Harm 30 Jun 2026

PHILATELIC TERMS: T-5

Bibliography: McKay, James, Philatelic Terms lllustrated, Stanley Gibbons Publications, Ringwood, 2003.
Novéacek, Jifi, Guide to Stamp Collecting, Chartwell Books Inc, New Jersey, 1989.
Smith, Anna H. (Ed), The language of stamp collecting, Johannesburg Public Library, 1959.
Wood, Kenneth A. (Ed), This is Philately, Van Dahl Publications, Albany, 1982
Graham, Harold T. (Ed), A Glossary of Philatelic Terms, Philatelic Congress of Great Britain, 1951
Wikipedia Encyclopaedia at www.wikipedia.com.

Tasmania

Although the discoverer, the Dutch navigator Abel Tasman, named it
Van Diemen'’s Land for the then governor general of the East Indies, the
shield-shaped island to the south of Australian mainland now bears ifs
own _name. Tasman had come across the island in 1642, during a
voyage a route from the Indian Ocean to the Pacific. Later
it was visited by British and French explorers, including
Cook, Bass, Flinders, Furneaux, and Bligh. It was the Brifish,
however, who established the first setflement in 1804 on a
site of what is now the capital Hobart. A second settlement

| followed in 1806 at Launceston, and the |slond became a Brmsh colony in

of Queen Victoria. They were followed by the exitremely beautiful stamps
featuring the Chalon Portrait of the Queen. In 1901 Tasmania became a
member of the Australian Federation and is now its smallest state. With the
Federation and the arrival of Australian stamps, the stamps of Tasmania
ceased. Reportedly, Tasmania has the dubious honour of being the only
country to possess a postmaster who suggested that philately be outlawed!

In 1964, foIIowmg several requests for a stamp that proved bogus, the harassed postmaster
expressed regret that the hobby had come to Tasmania and suggested that it be banned

by law, according to Robson Lowe’s Encyclopaedia.

18


http://www.wikipedia.com/

TASSA GAZZETTE

This is an inscription which identifies a newspaper tax stamp of the Italian
state of Modena. It was issued in 1859 and represented a tax collected on
newspapers mailed from foreign countries.

TAXA DE FACTAGIU

'i This is an inscription which can be found on some Parcel Posta stamps of
Romania.

TAXA DE GUERRA

This is an overprint to pay for War Tax found on the stamps of
Portuguese Africa, Portuguese Guinea, Portuguese India and Macao.
TAXA DE GUERRA translated means War Tax.

—

his is an inscription which can be found on the postage due labels of
|| Romania.

TAXA DEVIDA
This is an inscription fo be found on the postage due labels of Brazil.

Tax label, Compulsory
Compulsory tax labels are adhesives that must be
NOTOPFER . . o . -
b QBER”N applied to mail at specific times in addition to normal
postage. Many countries have used this method of
STEUERMARKE] « . . ope
..y faxation to raise money for specific purposes. The
labels shown (BERLIN) were issued during the blockade of Berlin by the Soviet Union in
1948. The label issued by Colombia was issued to raise money for a new communications
building. Such labels pay no part in the postal charges and thus can be considered
Cinderella items.

Tax paid stamp

A tax paid stamp is a revenue stamp that is affixed to a container to
indicate that a particular tax has been paid. It bears no monetary
denomination but has a quantity denomination and thus is usable
regardless of variations in the actual amount of tax paid.

TAX RECEBIDA e —
(5 CORREIDS oA COLONIA bE MOCAMBIOUE ¢ 1

| '
1
1
‘

This is an inscription found on the 1946 airmail stamps of
Mozambique.




Taylor, Samuel Allan

THE

St Corricrors Recorn, . THIS man would become infamous in the world of philately. S. Allan
‘‘‘‘‘‘ e = Taylor was born in 1838 in a small fishing village of Irvme Ayrshlre a few

miles south of Glasgow, Scotland. He moved to the ' '
US in 1850, eventudlly settling down in Montreal. In
1864 he began publishing The Stamp Collector’s
Record, the first philatelic publication in North
America. A few years later he moved to Boston,
becoming the leader of the Boston Gang, a group
= of philatelic forgers. One of his most audacious
exploits was the creation of bogus stamps for Kers
= -~ City Post on which he reproduced his own likeness! |
He is also scud to have added a 10c value in the 1872 issue of Prince Edward Island. He
was arrested three times, charged with counterfeiting, in 1887, 1890 and 18%91. Available
information reveals that the charges were either dropped or sentence was deferred. He
gave up his life of philatelic crime after the last arrest. He passed away in 1913 and is
buried in Everett, Mass.

[

The overprint TC can be found on the stamps of Cochin, for use in
Travancore, a state in India.

TCHAD
This inscription on stamps identifies the stamps of Chad, in Cenftral Africa.

Chunkin

In 1902 an Indo-Chinese post office was opened in Chungking.
From 1903, stamps of Indo-China were overprinted TCHONKING,
or Tch'ong K'ing and surcharged with the denomination in
Chinese characters.

1.C. Postalari

This inscription can be found on a 1931 set of stamps of Turkey issued to mark f'i
the Second Balkan Conference. :

. TE BETAAL

| This is an inscription which can be found on the postage due
labels of South Africa and South West Africa.

Compiled by Robert Harm 14 Jun 2026
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