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Welcome to our July newsletter.

Our last meeting

On 17" June 15 members and 1 guest attended our meeting. The theme for the
afternoon was, Mini exhibits 1 to 16 pages.

Vic Sorour was wished a happy 90" birthday for 18 June and thanked for the
birthday cake he shared with us at the meeting.

Clive asked members to come up with suggestions as to what to do with all our
remaining awards, cups and trophies.

Clive also reminded members of the 200 circuit books he is holding for
members to find some of their wants.

Items of interest

Clive had a scan sent to him by Peter Coetzee of an article Peter wrote for the
Rhodesia Study Circle Journal on Peter’s cover shown at our May meeting.

Howard Green showed 2 copies of heliograph forms and explained the use of
the heliograph during war time.

Exhibits

lan Matheson had 3-page short presentation on entertainment tax stamps of
Iran.

The people of Iran may not have had much to entertain them over the past few
weeks, but a century ago the municipalities were levying an entertainment tax
on theatre performances.
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The stamps were National revenue stamps with an overprint indicating city,
date and the word “Namayesh’ meaning theatre or play.

Gary Pienaar showed one frame from his scouting collection

HUMOUR IN UNIFORM - A comic look at Scouting activities.

Scouting started in 1907, founded by British Lieutenant- | e
General Robert Baden-Powell to teach adventure, outdoor

skills, and values to young people. It was spontaneously
embraced by boys all over Britain and across the world
who formed Patrols and Scout Troops of their own. They
improvised uniforms and went outdoors to camp, explore,
pioneer and do good turns.

Scouting’s widespread appeal and public image created an
ideal theme for
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illustrators.
Humorous
postcards were soon poking fun at
some of the Scout’s activities. British
humour is generally based on satire,

) | aimed at the absurdity of everyday
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life. Not everyone took Scouting as seriously as the leaders may have wanted.
Several illustrators including Ernest Ibbetson, Harold Earnshaw and Donald
McGill were soon producing a range of comic Scouting postcards.

This one frame exhibit explores some of the key themes that postcard
illustrators drew inspiration from. The Scout Uniform was a primary source.
Given Baden-Powell’s previous military career, illustrators were soon poking
fun at the neat, clean image of the Scout. The daily good turn was another, as
service to others is one of the key values on which the Scout Promise and Law
Is based. This provided plenty of opportunities to satire young Scouts doing
their ‘good turn’ clearly at the wrong time or in the wrong place. Camp life
and other outdoor Scouting activities, with the obvious potential for things to go
awry, also provided a rich source of funny situations.

The exhibit ends with a brief look at the poor Adult Leader, on which much of
Scouting depends, desperately trying to keep up with their young charges while
trying to be a good role model and example for the youngsters.

Jim Findlay showed 15 pages of the South African national defence force
missions in Burundi.

In 1993 the first democratic elections were held in Burundi. The results were
violently disputed, and civil war broke out between the Hutu and Tutsi tribal
groups. A ceasefire was reached after the Arusha Peace and Reconciliation
Agreement on 28 August 2000. However, political violence continued up to
2005.

The South African National Defence Force (SANDF) participated in the United
Nations (UN) Peacekeeping operation in Burundi from November 2001 to 25
November 2009. The UN mission was Operation ONUB and the SANDF
mission within Op ONUB was Operation FIBRE from the initial date to
December 2006 when the Africa Union assumed responsibility for this
operation, which was then named Operation AMIB (African Mission in



Burundi). Op AMIB, consisting of military personnel from Ethiopia,
Mozambique and South Africa, was terminated in November 2009. There was a
maximum of 1 600 South African troops committed to Op FIBRE within Op
ONUB and Op AMIB. The UN maintained a presence as the United Nations
Integrated Office in Burundi (Op BINUB) up to 2012.
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Op ONUB South African Contingent stationery letter head.
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SANDF Op FIBRE letterhead.
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The SANDF Field Postal Unit 11 (FPU 11) allocated Field Post Office 32 (FPO
32) to the contingent in Burundi and this was commanded by Lt. T.J. Burger.
There was no FPO 32 datestamp in use at the Op Fibre headquarters. FPU 11
commissioned a new FPO datestamp with the FPU emblem in a 9-pointed
canceller with a central date and the FPO number for all FPOs. The new
datestamps for the various FPO locations were delivered to FPO 3 at
Waterkloof Air Base on 15 July 2010. Op FIBRE and Op AMIB were
terminated in November 2009 which resulted in the FPO 32 datestamp being
redundant when issued. However, a ‘first day cover’ was produced by FPU 11
in error.
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The obsolete FPO 32 date stamp and ‘first day cover’.

FPU 11 issued SANDF troops with postcards with the Op ONUB or Op AMIB
postal address. This was to ensure that mail and parcels to the deployed troops
in the mission area were correctly addressed. All mail items were routed via
FPO 3 at Waterkloof Air Base to FPO 32 in Burundi. Initially all SANDF
mission postcards were colour-coded for ease of sorting. However, as postcards
required replenishing, the choice of card colour did not follow the original plan
and many different coloured postcards were issued for Op ONUB and Op
AMIB. The font used to print the postcards also varied widely. Op ONUB
postcards are recorded as Pale and dark green, pale and darker yellow, and
orange. Op AMIB postcards are sky blue.



Please use this address when sending mail to me:
Force Number:
Rank & Name:
Sub-Unit:

Unit:

OPS ONUB
FPO 3
Elarduspark
0153

Examples of the Op ONUB mission address postcards used by SANDF
deployed troops.
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Rank & Name:
Sub-Unit:
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The Op AMIB mission address postcard.

There was no ‘free postage’ privilege for deployed troops as was in the World
Wars and the Border War. The SANDF did pay for the postage of these
postcards, letters and parcels before they entered the civilian postal system at
the Elardus Park Post Office.

Please use this address when sending mail to me:

 (Force mmber) 75557557
(Rank & Name) &/A/__L/- Menzsar7

| (Subunit)
(Unit) 9572 LN
0PS ONUB :
3 1 4 SEF 2005
Hlarduspark ,
ety g =

An eplme of a used Op ONUB postcard
with the FPO 3 datestamp that was “unclaimed’.

All parcels to and from the mission area were X-rayed by the Military Police to
prevent illegal substances and trophies of war being sent through the postal
system.



Howard Green showed 1 page of a piece of rare Sudan postal history

Sudan Postal History
MERAWI

A town on the Nile approximately midway between Wadi Halfa and Khartoum.
Merawi post office opened early 1897, using a Star and Crescent type of canceller.
Cancellers with three different spellings have been used between 1896 and 1903:

MERAWI MEROWI MEROWE

1897 1p. pale ultramarine ‘SOUDAN’ overprint issue showing date 15 October 1896.
Error of date 96 for 97. Thought at first to be a forgery with dates between
6% and 29" October, a good year before the past office opened.
Subsequently covers and pieces have been seen that show arrival marks of October or
November 97. As far as known the error only occurred during the month of October 1897.

According to Stagg examples are not common

Reference ~ E. C. W. STAGG - ‘Sudan - The Postal Markings 1867-1970’



Ted Roberts showed 15 pages of examples of the use of the lowest value of the
German definitive series of 1933, the “humble” 1 Pfennig Hindenburg.
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2. Postal use of the 1Pf Hindenburg ¢

2.1 Postcards and covers with only the 1Pf

Since the minimum posta
valid postal rate, though

rate in Germany was 3Pf, at least three 1P stamps were needed for a
re was 2 3Pf stamp at this time.
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1938, 8 July: Cancel |
of the Zeppelin post

ion eld on the
 of
the bith of Count
Zeppelin at Konstanz,
his birthplace.

ZEPPELINPOST-AUSSTELLUNG
crladl2 des 100 Geburtyroges des Grafen Zeppoin
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1939, 3 April: Dienheim
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1939, 7 April: Eppingen: ‘;’3;2- 7 January: Cancel of 1939, 16 January: Both these posteards were sent without messages and were therefore eligible for the 3Pf printed matter
Eppingen potutocs. Berlin SO16 1o Weingarten ( ¢ rate. The upper card has a 29 Scptember 1939 commemorative cancel of the German Alpine Club in Graz.
the day of the postage stamp. Popular tourist destination.

The lower card has a 6 September 1937 special cancel of the Nazi party rally in Nusemburg.

2.2 Use of the 1Pf as a “make-up” stamp

Why have u IP[ for postal use? A good reason for the need is shown by the two posteards below:
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To cover the correst postage rate of 6P for this posteard sent outside of Braunschweig. the sender
has added a 3PF stamp, leading to a “massive” overpayment of 30%. This was, however, some five
months before the issue of a 1Pf stamp. If such a stamp had been available, the sender could have
saved 2P[and bought a slice of bread!
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Did the postal
this card

thorities worry about a mere 1Pf under-payment? Yes th by
originally sent within Hamburg but re-addressed to a more on, thercby
PE. The posteard has been taxed (Nachgebithe) with a large “I" in bluc crayon.




Our next meeting

On 15th July our meeting will have the theme; Foreign, the art in philately &
philately as art.

Prepared by Clive Carr - carr.clive@gmail.com

Executive Committee

President: & Treasurer: Clive Carr: 083 634 1939 Secretary: Vic Sorour: 083 630 2266

Committee members: Ray Hackworth, Gary Pienaar & Howard Green




