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US INDEPENDENCE DAY

United States Independence Day, colloguially
known as the Fourth of July, is a federal holiday
celebrating the adoption of the Declaration of
Independence on July 4, 1776. On this historic date,
the Second Continental Congress formally
approved the final text declaring the original 13
American colonies free from British rule under King
Georae lll.
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On July 4, 1976, Independence Day of the
American Bicentennial year, the United States Postal
Service issued a 13-cent se-tenant, Declaration of
Independence, prinfed in a continuous horizontal
design across four stamps. Designed by Vincent E.
Hoffman, the scene depicts the first painting that
John Trumbull completed for the Capitol Rotunda,
Washington, District of Columbia

To celebrate the 250t
anniversary of the United
States, the U § Postal
Service is releasing a new
Forever stamp which is
shown on the left.

It shows the quill pens used
fo sign the declaration of
independence 250 years
ago!
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NEXT MEETING
Our next meeting will be held on Saturday 18
July 2026 at 09h00 at the usual venue 1t Hilton
Scout & Community Hall, T Magnolia Place,
Hilton (behind Checkers and the Cross Roads
Church) Visitors are welcome
Please bring an item of interest and a 1-5-page
exhibit of your choice
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THE ANTIQUES ROAD SHOW
THE MPS WILL BE PARTICIPATING IN THE
CANNON & CANNON AUCTIONEERS ROAD
SHOW WHICH WILL BE HELD AT THE HILTON
CITY HALL, OPPOSITE THE SHELL GARAGE,
MAIN ROAD, HILTON ON SATURDAY 04
JULY 2026 FROM 09HOO 1O 13HOO0 WE
WILL HAVE A DISPLAY STAND TO
PROMOTE OUR HOBBY AND REVIVE AN
INTEREST IN STAMP COLLECTING AS WELL
AS TO ENCOURAGE NEW MEMBERS TO JOIN
THE MPS
ANY HELP TO MAN OUR STAND WILL BE
APPRECIATED. CONTACT TONY KOCH ON
082 632 6702 OR JUST “PITCH-UP”

NEW ISSUES
In 1959, a doll infroduced as “The Original
Teenage Fashion Model” — Barbie — stepped

into the marketplace and quickly became an
icon and symbol of limitless possibilities. As the
1985 advertising jingle proclaimed, “"We girls
can do anything!” The Postal Service will
honour that world of possibilities with 10 new
stamps featuring Barbie dressed to portray 10
different careers. The stamps will be released
by the US Postal Service on 11 July 2026

The ten stamps depicting this iconic model (oris
it a toy?) are shown above.



https://www.bostonteapartyship.com/article/american-revolution-history/second-continental-congress-history

SEEN AT THE MEETING

Our meeting on Saturday 20 June was well
attended by 24 members and 2 visitors. Tony
Koch kindly provided delicious soup and rolls
which were most welcome and a cold Winter’s
Day!

Some of the exhibits put up for ANYTHING
GOES were most impressive and difficult to
judge! Roger Porter gave a presentation about
REPLY-PAID POST-CARDS which kept the
audience enthralled

The audience!
It was great to see Val de Jager af the meeting —
Fred de Jager is still in hospital and we continue fo
have a successful recovery in our thoughts

Gordon Gove won the "Mug of the Month” for his
excellent exhibit and here he is receiving a well-
deserved prize from Aubrey Bowles who chaired
the meeting
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Roger Porter and post-cards
Once again, Roger was able to enthral us with
his magnificent display of Natal Reply-paid
Post-cards which were accepted by the UPU
(Universal Postal Union) in 1885.

Aubrey Bowles presenting “The essential Dali”
This exhibit concerned the eccentric Surrealist
Artist, Salvador Dali with some of his paintings
on both postage stamps and post-cards

Dave Beyers presenting Swiss and Netherlands
stamps “for the children”



Swiss youth stamps primarily refer to the famous
Pro Juventus charity stamp series, which has
been issued annually by the Swiss Post since
1913 to raise funds for children and youth
development. The Latin phrase Pro Juventus
translates directly to "For the Youth". These
highly collectible issues are classified as semi-
postal stamps, meaning they carry a standard

postal face value plus a charitable surtax (e.g.,
5+5 centimec)

Dick Schuurman and the “Third Charlie”

At one of our recent meetings, Dick presented
“The Two Charlies” about the famous
Australion Aviation Pioneers when he was
challenged to include the “third” Charlie in his
presentation which he did when he presented
Charles Lindbergh! Well done, Dick

Dick also presented “stamps on stamps” which
was an intriguing collection of old stamps now
prinfed on modern issues — a broad but
interesting subject which could be extended
considerably.
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Tony Koch and his exhibits
Tony kindly supplied hot soup and rolls — a very

Tony also presented three exhibits which
included a special showing of the Penny
Black issued in 1840 through to the last
Jubilee issue. He also presented ZAR £5
stamps and some Cape of Good Hope
issues.
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Gordon Gove presenting the Japanese

Occupation stamp issues
Gordon is busy completing an exhibit
covering the effects of two world wars for the
National Exhibition during September and he
showed us an excerpt dealing with the
Japanese Occupation of the East Asian
countries His interesting and well-presented
exhibit ensured that he won the “Mug of the
Month”

Doug Bell and Gemmology
One of our new members showed a selection
of Gemstones and appealed for assistance in
writing up and presenting his collection. He

requested critique from the floor and
suggestions for exhibiting which certainly
were forthcoming! Keep it up, Doug you will
soon be a winner!


https://www.post.ch/en

REPLY-PAID POST-CARDS
Roger Porter gave an enthralling talk about
Reply-paid Post-cards which were recognised
by the UPU in 1885
These post-cards were infroduced to Natal in
1892 and the first editions were printed by De
La Rue before they were approved by the
UPU. They were quickly withdrawn and
replaced by De La Rue first with 2 d postage
and later with a 1d postage stamp
In 1893 Queen Victoria double-cards were
issued followed by the 1d double-card for
international postage in 1883
In 1903 King Edward V11 double-cards were
issued with a 2d stamp for local postage and
a 1d stamp for international postage
Most of these post-cards are difficult to find
and Roger has the only “specimen” post-card
in existence

Sadly, it is not possible to show all the pot-
cards in this newsletter and only a small
selection is shown.

These were kindly photographed by Keith Nofal for
inclusion in the newsletter

All other photographs in this newsletter by courtesy
of Russell Bowton




