
The Country Club Johannesburg, Auckland Park

Meeting Venue: Country Club Johannesburg, Napier Road, Auckland Park

NEWSLETTER No. 388: JUNE 2026

Dear Members:

This, the June 2026 Newsletter No. 388, features the following items:

1) Schedule of dates for Auckland Park meetings in 2026.

2) Schedule of dates for the Woodmead meetings in 2026 .
3) A report on the Auckland Park meeting held at 16h00 on 10 June 2026.

4) A report on the in-person and digital via Zoom Stamp Study meeting at Woodmead on 
24th June 2026 at 19h00

Wednesday 8th July 2026 ‘No Rules’ One Frame Meeting

Wednesday 12th August 2026 Inter-Society Quiz Meeting

Wednesday 9th September 2026 Thematic Display Meeting

Wednesday 14th October 2026 Second Competitive Meeting

Wednesday 11th November 2026 Invited Exhibitor

Wednesday 9 December 2026 President’s Meeting + Cocktail Party

1. DATES FOR THE 2026 MEETINGS AT AUCKLAND PARK

The table below gives the 2026 meeting dates and activities to be held in one of the
function rooms at 16h00. The actual venue will be announced a few days before the

meeting.

2.  DATES FOR THE 2026 STAMP STUDY MEETINGS AT WOODMEAD

The table below gives the dates for the 2026 Woodmead meetings to be held in the
Captain’s Table (or other venue to be notified) at Woodmead at 19h00:

Wednesday 24th June 2026

Wednesday 29th July 2026

Wednesday 26th August 2026

Wednesday 30th September 2026

Wednesday 28th October 2026

Wednesday 25th November 2026

Wednesday No meeting in December
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3 THE AFTERNOON SESSION CONVENED IN THE PRIVATE DINING ROOMS AT 

AUCKLAND PARK ON 10 JUNE 2026 AT 16h00

Ian Matheson chaired the evening, with nine members in attendance. Ian conveyed apologies on behalf of

Adel Bulpitt, Bruce Berry and Herbie Schaffler. Herbie explained that his doctors had advised against

driving until they gave their clearance. After two disagreeable encounters with Uber, he had resolved to sit

tight until then.

General Announcements

• Members extended their sympathies to Gary Pienaar, whose brother was recently killed in a motor

accident.

• Alastair Macduff noted rising enthusiasm for the hobby among his fellow members at U3A (University

of the Third Age). As many are newcomers, they may feel more at ease in the relaxed settings of the

Philatelic Society of Johannesburg or Sandton Pjilatelic Society. Having consulted Clive Carr, President

of PSofJ, he confirmed that the two societies, together with the Sandton Society, will devise a plan to

welcome the new “recruits”.

• A renewed request was received to consider holding meetings earlier in the day (with thanks to Don and

Denise!). Since Auckland Park has no suitable rooms available for this, the committee is exploring

alternative venues.

• Ian advised that arrangements are being considered for a luncheon in appreciation of Herbie's work in

founding and running the Society. Herbie has requested that these plans be postponed until he is back on

his feet.

• The Exhibits

The opening exhibit, presented by Ian Matheson, was “British Honduras – KEVII and KGV”. Ian seized

the chance to illustrate every element that judges assess in a traditional class exhibit.

Every stamp issued by British Honduras under King Edward VII was produced from the Universal Unified

keyplate. Die 1 of this plate is renowned for the “Spaven Flaw”, catalogued by Stanley Gibbons as “Broken

Frame and Crown” and located on the third stamp in the top row of the left-hand pane. Ian noted that he

had pursued this scarce variety ever since Spaven’s original publication, well before SG listed it and prices

climbed sharply thereafter. He displayed what may be the only complete collection of every issue showing

the variety. According to the latest catalogue Ian had consulted, the 50c and $5 (just 35 sheets printed)

remained unseen by SG. Ian presented both, alongside a selection of specimen stamps bearing the variety,

of which only three or four of each can exist. The same flaw, at differing stages of development, appears on

all Commonwealth stamps struck from this keyplate.

Only recorded KEVII die proof

Universal Unified Keyplate 20c with Spaven 

flaw on right hand stamp.
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In accordance with Traditional exhibiting guidelines, Ian showed archive material, mint stamps and

interesting usages, both on and off cover. The specimens included overprint varieties and Ultramar

specimens (distributed to Portuguese Colonies). Many of the specimens were from the Madagascar

archives.

The postal stationery from the KEVII era was not eligible for inclusion as the indicia differed from that of

the stamps. It belonged solely in a postal stationery exhibit.

Two different keyplates were used during the period of King George V. The first was known as the

“Leaves” Keyplate and was introduced in 1913. The exhibit featured die proofs, specimens and

additional specimens from a presentation set prepared with type BH1 handstamp (two sets exist) and all

the stamps mint and used. Three plates were employed and all examples were shown, including the rare

plate 3, listed by Robson Lowe but not by SG. The postcards and newswrappers of the period featured

the Leaves indicia, so they were included.

Approved colour trial 

for 25c in KE7 set

The War issues were shown with the known

errors from both local and De La Rue

printings.

Booklets were issued from each of the KGV

keyplates and usages were represented by

proofs, archive specimens, booklet panes (on

and off cover) and stamps.

In 1921 stamps were issued to celebrate peace

after WW1. Once more there was a range of

proofs, specimens and errors as well as the

stamps mint and used on cover.

Die proof of Leaves keyplate $5
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Again, booklets were prepared and shown in the exhibit. In accordance with FIP standards the printer’s

samples were presented after the issued stamps.

Fiscal usage of Leaves keyplate $5

Essays for design 

of “WAR” 

overprint used by 

De La Rue.  The 

third example 

was selected
In 1922 the Leaves keyplate was replaced by

the Nyasaland keyplate. This was again

represented by die proofs, archive material and

the issued stamps. De La Rue was obviously

happy with these stamps as a range of printer’s

samples were prepared, so that DLR could

promote their products.

Essay for 2c Peace stamp.

The De La Rue archives

contain the statement

“A request was made on

June 29 1920 for a 2c PEACE

stamp design similar to that of

Bahamas adding Postage

Revenue. This was approved

on August 31st. The original

was passed to the King at his

request.”

It is for this reason that a

duplicate had to be

prepared for DLR archives

(shown at right).

Misperforated dur to paper fold Stamp booklet with Nyasaland keyplate
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A set of postage due stamps was issued during the reign of King George

V. The stamps were shown mint and used, with positional varieties and

errors and also overprinted SPECIMEN. An additional set overprinted

SPECIMEN but with receiving authority’s SPECIMEN also applied was

shown. Examples were featured used on cover too.

The final two sets were the surcharged issue to raise funds for rebuilding

after the hurricane of 10 September 1931 and the set to commemorate

the Silver Jubilee of King George V.

Ian reported that this exhibit had been submitted for the international

exhibition to be held in Taiwan in November. Printer’s sample

Howard Green gave an interesting short presentation on the use of heliographs to communicate in South

West Africa during the war time and showed examples.

A device known as the heliograph was used for signalling to a distant point. It generally consisted of a

wooden tripod of which each leg was adjustable. Reflected sunlight was communicated from a top-

mounted 5 inch circular mirror.

Heliographs were vital for military communication in German South West Africa, particularly during the

Herero and Namaqua Genocide (1904 - 1908), as the sun-drenched, mountainous terrain allowed for long-

distance signalling. German forces used heliographs to transmit Morse code messages when telegraph lines

were nonexistent or cut.

The transmitted heliograph was given to the recipient sealed with an adhesive label, which had to be torn to

open the contents. The same method of sealing was used on military telegrams.



The final presentation was an amazing exhibit of the South African

Constabulary (1900-08) by Jim Findlay.

The South African Constabulary (S.A.C.) was formed in September

1900 during the Anglo-Boer War (1899-1902) to provide a police

service to the rural areas that had been occupied by the British forces

in the Zuid-Afrikaanse Republiek, the Oranje Vrystaat and Swaziland.

Apart from maintaining law and order, the S.A.C. enforced the ‘Peace

Preservation Ordinances’ after the Peace Treaty in May 1902. The

Constabulary became a police force to bring stability, to implement

civil administration and to assist with the repatriation of Boer families

in the rural areas. These occupied territories became the Transvaal

Colony and the Orange River Colony. At the same time the Town

Police was formed with the responsibility of police services in

Pretoria, Johannesburg and Bloemfontein.

The S.A. Constabulary, founded by Maj. Gen. Baden-Powell, was formed by 6 000 volunteers from the

military and police forces in the South African colonies, England and other Empire territories. There were 5

Divisions – ‘A Division’ at Johannesburg; ‘B Division’ at Pietersburg (Northern Transvaal); ‘C Division’ at

Heidelburg (Eastern Transvaal, Swaziland); ‘D Division’ at Potchefstroom (Western Transvaal); ‘E Division’

at Bloemfontein (Orange River Colony).

By August 1902 there were 28 Police Districts with 61 Sub-Districts and 210 S.A.C. posts in the two

territories.

A dismounted and mounted S.A.C. Trooper.

S.A.C. machine gun section 

recruiting publicity photograph. 
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The S.A.C. post and a letter from the S.A.C. at Krugersdorp (cancelled at A.P.O. Johannesburg).

A registered letter addressed to that notable figure, the S.A.C. 

Paymaster.

A Christmas card from Maj. Gen. Baden-Powell 

to Dixon’s Hotel, Mafeking, where he had his 

headquarters during the Anglo Boer War.

A S.A.C. Discharge Certificate.
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The end of the 

South African 

Constabulary – 30 

June 1908.

5. THE IN-PERSON AND DIGITAL VIA ZOOM MEETING HELD AT WOODMEAD 

IN THE CAPTAIN’S TABLE ON 24TH JUNE 2026
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The chairperson for the Stamp Study meeting in the Captain’s Table at 
Woodmead on 24th June 2026 was Ian Matheson.

There were only two in-persons members in the room. Via Zoom there 
were ten viewers. Adél Bulpitt hosted the meeting from England, where

she is presently on a visit and Ian Matheson provided the laptop to link
to the screen at Woodmead. The Country Club IT technician assisted to
set the system up

First to show was Ian Matheson: Ian’s topic was “Entertainment Tax

in Indian Bengal”.
1922.  First issue



Bengal and Bombay were the first States in India to produce stamps for

payment of entertainment tax. The tax was introduced in 1922. It is probable

that Bengal issued stamps in 1, 2, 4 and 8 annas duties but only the 2 annas has

been recorded to date. Although the Bombay issue has been seen on ticket, no

used examples of the Bengal stamps have yet been reported.

Used tickets dated between 1922 and the end of British rule indicate that the

tax was definitely in place, but no tickets bearing stamps were known by the

exhibitor. An extensive selection of these tickets was shown.

A set of stamps inscribed “BENGAL” and showing a coat of arms were issued

some time later, possibly 1935-40, and an example has even been seen dated

1960. However, all examples on tickets seem to be dated after the partition of

India in 1947.

When India was partitioned, the State of Bengal was divided into West Bengal

(part of India) and East Bengal (part of Pakistan). Following the civil war of

1971 East Pakistan became the independent republic of Bangladesh.

Bangladesh entertainment tax was outside the scope of the exhibit, but Ian

showed a single example of the Bengal 2 annas overprinted “EAST

BENGAL”. To date this is the only reported copy.

The Bengal set was replaced by a similar set inscribed “WEST BENGAL”

instead of “BENGAL”. The issue date is unknown, but it seems likely that

both sets were valid simultaneously. In 1957 the currency changed from

rupees, annas and pice to a decimal system of rupees and naye paise, so the

earlier set was withdrawn and a new set issued in the same design. Examples

were shown of the withdrawn stamps from the archive as well as the stamps in

the new currency, both on and off ticket.

In 1964 the design was replaced with a smaller format, possibly to make it

easier to apply to tickets. There were several sets

• Unscreened issue, no watermark, perf 13½ X 14.

• Unscreened issue watermark capitals

• Imperforate issue

• Rough perf 10

• Screened issue

• “WEST BENGAL GOVERNMENT” underprint.

Ian speculated (conspiracy theory – no evidence!) that the imperforate stamps

had not been officially issued and may have emanated from the printers as

“leakages”, even although examples exist on tickets. Maybe the perf 10 set

was an unofficial attempt by a third party to make the stamps easier to separate

and therefore easier to dispose of?

In 1971 a 10p tax was applied to cinema tickets to fund the costs associated

with looking after 10 million refugees, who flooded into India to escape the

civil war in East Pakistan. West Bengal 10p entertainment tax stamps were

overprinted “REFUGEE RELIEF”. Examples were shown.
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Inscribed “BENGAL”

Inscribed “WEST 
BENGAL”

Overprinted “EAST 
BENGAL”

Value shown as 
“N.P.”
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Examples of the 
imperforate stamps

The “WEST 
BENGAL 

GOVERNMENT” 

underprint.

10 Paise Refugee Relief surcharge 10 Paise West Bengal State surcharge



General:

Repeated from last month!

• National Stamp Show 2026 will be held at the Country Club Johannesburg – Woodmead from 9-

12 September 2026. This will be hosted by the PFSA, assisted by affiliated members of the

Gauteng Philatelic Societies.

• Members are urged to apply their minds for the July meeting at Auckland Park. The theme is

“No Rules”. We have frequently heard collectors bemoan the fact that there are so many rules
applicable to competitive exhibiting - exhibition sheets must be white, collections must feature at

least 50% philatelic material, covers must not be shown sideways, photos must be originals, no
mint stamps in postal history exhibits, etc., etc. The list goes on and on. This meeting urges you
to misbehave!!! Let’s see what you have that has been kept out of public view in the past

because it did not accord with FIP’s arbitrary standards.

Be good, folks.  See you at the next meeting, I hope

Ian Matheson, President.

The refugee relief tax was discontinued in 1973. However, the local authorities continued to apply
additional service tax to cinema tickets. For a short period, this was indicated by applying a West
Bengal general revenue stamp to the ticket in addition to the entertainment tax stamps.

Rodney Knight followed with interesting Paquebot covers and asked the audience if anybody
could assist with completing his story.

At 20h15, Adél Bulpitt then closed the Digital via Zoom part of the meeting and the meeting
continued with the people in the venue.

After the Zoom session had finished, Jim Findlay presented a display of stationery, both used and
unused from Project Triton IV. This military exercise involved sending a peace-keeping force to

the Comores to maintain order for the country’s general election in 2006. Without collecting
enthusiasts like Jim, stories such as this would probably never be told.

The next Woodmead meeting is scheduled for on 29th July 2026.
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