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Welcome to our June newsletter.

Our last meeting

On 20" May we had 10 members and 2 guests at our meeting. The theme for
the afternoon was British Commonwealth.

After welcoming all present, Clive reminded members of the 200 circuit books
he was holding ready for members to find something there for their collections.
4 members had already gone through the books. Three of them were fortunate
to find many items for their collections.

Items of interest

Peter Coetzee, now living in Ireland, responded to our call for one-page items.
I’m sure most of you remember Peter as our VP Region 1. Here he is handing
out the Society Shield to Ian at our 2018 A.G.M.

Peter, who receives our newsletters, sent us this very interesting and well-
travelled cover from Abercorn which is called Mbala today in northern Zambia.
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From Abercorn to Lierre in 1896

Mail Route from British Central Africa to Belgium (c. 1900)

This cover from Abercorn, addressed to Lierre in Belgium, illustrates the efficiency cof the lale.19m—<en!urv
postal system. A letter posted in British Central Africa could reliably reach Europe over vast distances.

The journey began at Abercorn and Fife, travelling down Lake Nyasa to Fort Johnston. It then followed the
British Central Africa route to Chinde, the region’s Post Office of Exchange.

From there, it went by sea to Zanzibar and onward to Aden via regular steamer services, Finally, it passed
through the Suez Canal and across Europe by rail to Belgium.

Route according to Postmarks:-

From the front of the envelope, there is a six penny BCA Arms overprinted stamp.
1. ABACORN postmark dated 10th September 1896.

2. Fife dated 15 September 1896

3. Fort Johnston dated 7 October 1896

4., Chinde dated 2 November 1896

5. Zanzibar 17 November 1896

6. Aden 25 November 1896

7.Lierre 7 December 1896 —a total of three days short of three months!

Thanks Peter.
Hopefully we will receive more interesting items from our distant members.

Jim Findlay had a few SA Airforce posters showing the various aircraft the
Airforce had over the years. Of interest was the perpetual calendas at the
bottom of the posters. These he offered to any member wanting one.

Exhibits
Clive Carr showed 21 pages of Basutoland 1953 - 1966

Basutoland was a British Colony from 1884 to 1966. It was made a British
protectorate in 1868 following appeals from King Moshoeshoe whose land and
people were being overrun by Zulus, Ndebele and Boers from the OVS.

This exhibit on 21 pages covers stamps issued from the coronation of QF II on
3" June 1953 to the issue on 24" January 1966. This was the last issue before
Basutoland became the Independent Kingdom of Lesotho on 4" October 1966.

The exhibit consists of mainly mint stamps, stamps used on covers and varieties,
some of which are used.



Of particular interest, during this period, was the conversion from sterling to
decimal currency. Basutoland was tied to the currency of South Africa
decimalizing likewise on 14" February 1961.

18™ OCTOBER, 1954
QL LI DEFINITIVE ISSUE
Recess by De La Rue & Co.

Wmk: Multiple Crown & Script CA. Perl: 10s 11%, others 13%,

The set of 10 on a registered first day cover
Sent by airmail from Maseru to Beaufort West. Cape Province, South Africa




14™ FEBRUARY 1961

1954 DEFINITIVES SURCHARGED WITH NEW DECIMAL CURRENCY

14™ FEBRUARY 1961

CURRENCY CHANGE SURCHARGE VARIETIES

Surcharged by the Govermnment Printer, Pretoria
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Vic Sorour showed 16 pages of Proteas telling the story of cylinder 722.

The Protea Definitive Series was issued in May 1977, exactly 49 years ago.

It consisted of seventeen values in sheet form. Nine were printed by cylinders used to
print the protea, the background, the wording and the value. Each vakue had it's own four
dedicated cylinders. The fifth cylinder was used to print the RSA in all nine values. This
was Cylinder 722. The RSA and the cylinder number 722 are always the same colour, but
of course they are different for each value.

Photogravure Printing
Cylinder 722
The Marginal Bars
Photogravure Printing |
Cylinder 722

These two blocks of stamps have the same date of printing (10.08.76), the
same suffix (-0) and the same cylinder numbers (718, 719, 720, 721 and
722), but differ in that the one has blue marginal bars, arrow and pane
letter, while the other has them in green.
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State 2 T Stated

There are two marginal bars on the left margin of Pane Ain State 2. Tl'gere is on{y
one in State 3 and two again in State 4, but the outer bar is _paler, Thelmner bar is
unchanged in ail three states, proven by the constant varieties shmr_m in rows 3 and
4. Of interest is the line of dots to the left of the single bar on row 2 in State 3. Is this
perhaps a remnant of the outer bar that was removed?

Row 3 Row 4 Row 2



At some stage during the printing of the series, Philatelic services/Government printer
decided to change the function of cylinder 722. They realised that the marginal bars,
arrows and the pane letter (MAP) are the same in all nine values and that it would be
easier to print these with 722 rather than have a separate cylinder for each value. So a
new cylinder was made to print RSA, 722 marginal bars arrow and pane letter. BUT and
this is what caused all the confusion, they kept the name and number cylinder 722 and did
not give it a new name or number. To add to the confusion cylinder 722 was damaged
during printing and had to be replaced. Again the name and number was not changed.

Terry Lydall had two exhibits. The first on an A3 one-page exhibit, showing
the lineage of KCIII in philatelic terms.

The Philatelic Lineage of King Charles Il

The intermamage between the royal tamiles of Eurcpe resuited In a close family relabonship between Queen Elzabeth Il and her husband, Prince Phiip, Duke of Eanburgh. Consequently, King Chares il
has direct ancestors and other relatives whose images appear on the stamps of many countnes. This exdract of King Charles’ family tree uses those stamps 10 identify some of those relatives.

Prince Louls IV,
Grand Duke
of Hesse

Princess Prince Louis

.
of Hesse of Battenberg

Princess
Alce of
Greece '°

Lord Louts
Mountbaen

Kng George VI | Elzabeth Bowes-Lyon 4 of Groece

Notes: Notes (ctd.):

1
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Prince Albert's father, Emest |, Duke of Saxe-Coburg and Gotha, was a
beoher of Queen Vicloria's mother, Princess Victoda of Sawe-Coburg-
Saaifeid

Queen Alexandra, the daughter of King Christian [X of Denmark, was sister
10 King Fredenck Vil of Denmark and King George | of Greece.

Queen Elzabet, bom Elzabeth Bowes-Lyon, was consont of King George
V1, and iater known as the Gueen Maother after the death of her husband
Louise of Hesse-Kassel, wife of King Chrstian IX of Denmark, was a
German-Danish pancess, and niece of King Christian VIll of Denmark.
Queen Olga of Greece was the daughter of Grand Duke Konstantin
Niclayevich of Russia and Princess AexandraJosephine of Saxe-

Altenburg

Queen Sofia of Greece was the daughter of Frederick Ill, German Emperor,
and Victonia, Princess Royal, and thus a granddaughter of Queen Victoria
and sister of Kaser Wilheim 0

King Chartes il

8. Princess Alice, the second daughter of Queen Victora and
Prince Abert, was 3 sister of King Edward VI Her older
sister Victonia was known s the Princess Royal

9. Prince Andrew of Greece was e son of King George | of
Greece, a brother of King Constantine, grandson of King
Christian IX of Denmark and first cousin 10 King George V.

10. Princess Alice of Greece, mother of Prince Philip, was a

or of Queen Vicloria's daughter Princess
Alice, a sister to Lord Louls Mountbatten and second
cousin of King Gearge VI

His second exhibit was 59 pages of Canada

CANADA’S QE Il DEFINITIVE ISSUES

1972 - 1979

The “CARICATURE and LANDSCAPE” issue (1972 — 1978) is a one of the
more complex and interesting stamp series issued by Canada during the early
Elizabethan era.




CANADA
"CARICATURE" ISSUE 1972 - 1976

Low Values 17th October 1973

CANADA

Ic Orange - J.A.Macdonald.

DEFINITIVE ISSUE 1972 - 1976

High Values - Untagged

One Dollar Vancouver -~ First Printing

Paper Fluorescence:

Two Dollar {uebec City

First Printing Second Printing

Hibrite

Canadien Bank Note Co. Ltd Perforation: 12% x 12 (comb) Ashton-Potter Ltd/British imerican Bank Note Co.  Perforation: 11 (line)

The issue started with the large format 81 & $2 values in March 1972, followed
by 5 smaller medium value landscapes in September of that year. The low
values, consisting of line drawing portraits of 6 prime ministers (Ic — 6¢) and
HM QFEII (8c), later dubbed the “Caricature Portraits”’, were issued in October
1973. A new 7c value, featuring prime minister Louis S. St Laurent, followed in
April 1974 and the 8c QFEII value was changed to 10c in September 1976.

Additional printings of the 7c St Laurent, 10c QEIl and the 81 & $2 values were
issued up until March 1978. The 16 different face designs have produced over
140 major varieties when you include two security printers, booklets and
booklet se-tenant combinations, experimentation in terms of paper fluorescence,
tagging and perforations, plus errors and plate varieties, making this a
seriously complex issue.

The “ENVIRONMENT” series (1977 — 1987), consisted of 7 themes:
Wildflowers (1c — 15¢), Tree Foliage (15¢ — 35¢), Street Scenes (50c — 80c¢),
National Parks (31 - 85), QEII portrait (12¢c — 36¢), Houses of Parliament (Ic —
17¢) and Maple Leave (5¢ — 32¢c). As had been common practice in Canada,
parts of these issues overlapped the previous series, commencing in March
1977. I have included only the first three of these themes together with the two
high values issued in 1979 in this exhibit, as the remainder of the series were
mostly issued in the 1980°s and involve a whole new level of complexity. Whilst



it lacks the huge variety in paper fluorescence of the previous series, the variety
of perforations, printing styles and multiple paper manufacturers provide for an
interesting study.

CANADA
DEFINITIVE ISSUE 1972 - 1976

Medium Values - Tagged General OP2 4mm

Vertically Ribbed Paper

British American Bank Note Co. Perforation: 124 x 12 (comb)

Varieties:

Varieties are created by different types of paper used, the use of two printers
with different perforators, and experimentation with paper quality, phosphor
tagging and ink colours to facilitate the use of automated postal sorting systems
by Canada Post, which required the identification of the postage stamp on the
envelope by optical detection equipment. The exhibit shows examples of most of
these variations, as well as tagging placement errors, plate varieties, double
prints and “printed on gummed side”. The stamps shown are from sheets
(showing imprints with plate numbers where possible) and coils. Booklet stamps
and precancels have not been included.

Ted Roberts had a 9-page exhibit of examples of the peelable self-stick stamps
of Sierra Leone



The exhibit includes the commercial use of these stamps.

The First Day postcard claims “THE WORLD'S FIRST SELF ADHESIVE
FREE FORM POSTAGE STAMP”. However, as pointed out by lan, that honour
was actually due to Tonga.

SIERRA LEONE SELF-ADHESIVE STAMPS

Sierra Leone was the first country in the world to issue self-adhesive stamps (10 Feb. 1964)
These stamps were also free-form. However, it was the second country to issue free-form stamps (the
first being Tonga on 17 June 1963, though these had a simple round design).

These stamps were widely condemned by philatelists at the time as “gimmicks”. Yet for people who had
to stick lots of stamps on envelopes or parcels, it was an eminently sensible way to go.
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Our next meeting

On 17™ June our meeting will have the theme Mini Exhibits, 1 to 16 pages.

Prepared by Clive Carr - carr.clive@gmail.com

Executive Committee

President: & Treasurer: Clive Carr: 083 634 1939 Secretary: Vic Sorour: 083 630 2266

Committee members: Ray Hackworth, Gary Pienaar & Howard Green




