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Almost ail people, from the birth of the Roman Empire to today, when asked "What is Europe?”, have

‘always answered by analyzing the question from a geopolitical point of view, stating that it is a

continent made up of a collection of independent states.

Today, Europe has become a community where people of all nationalities share not only the
bureaucratic and financial aspects of the EEC but also its history, culture, and the hopes it carries as its
heritage.

The concept of the European community refers to the idea of a group of European countries working
together to achieve commaon goals, overcoming political, economic, and cultural divisions. This concept
primarily emerged after World War I, with the aim of promoting peace, stability, and economic well-
being in Europe.

Throughout history, the idea of a Eurcpean community has evolved. Starting from the Napoleonic era,
when Napoleon Bonaparte dreamed of uniting Europe under a single empire, the concept continued to
develop. World War 1l, with the devastation it caused, highlighted the urgency of preventing future
conflicts and creating cooperative ties between European countries.

This concept of a European community, united under a single flag and law, in the style of the United
States of America, began to spread in cultural circles since the late 1700s and was later revisited and
evolved throughout the 15th century, ultimately coming to fruition with the creation of the Council of
Europe.

This collection aims to show, through aphorisms from historical figures, how the concept of a Eurcpean
community was born and how it has evolved throughout history.

COLLECTION PLAN:

1 - Napoleon Bonaparte (3 sheets):
The general who united all the European peoples under his banners in the Grande Armée.

2 — Carlo Cattaneo (3 sheets):
The necessity, after the revolts of 1848, for peace under the flag of the United States of Europe.

3 - Victor Hugo (3 sheets):
A writer and politician who understood the importance of creating a united and cohesive Europe in
order to stand on equal footing with the United States of America, an emerging world power

4 - Giuseppe Garibaldi (3 sheets):

The precursor of the Schengen Agreement... peoples, in order to feel free, must have the freedom
to move freely within Europe.

5 - Giuseppe Mazzini (3 sheets):
The "Young Europe": a new Europe that abandons old nationalistic interests, where peoples unite
to achieve a common and shared goal

Totad shoets: 16




- THE CONCEPT OF THE EUROPEAN COMMUNITY 1. Napoleon Bonaparte

Napoleon Bonaparte can be considered one of the pioneers of the European community; this can indeed be
read in the Memorial of Saint Helena (first published in 1823):
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Scaled reproduction of the envelope with its destination.

| The Battle of the Arcole Bridge was fought
from November 15 to 17, 1796, near the
town of Arcode in the province of Verona.
The French amy, lkd by Napoleon
Bonaparte, clashed with the Austrian army.
REPUBLIQUE FRANCAISE  REPUBLIQUE FRANCAISE The stamp depicts the episode in which
v ' Napoleon, to encourage his troops to
advance under the Austrian artillery fire,
positioned himsetf in front of them and
marched all the way to the Arcole bridge,
holding the fiag of the Ammy of italy.
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- THE CONCEPT OF THE EUROPEAN COMMUNITY 1. Napoleon Bonaparte

Mapoleon united the European peoples under his banners in a single army known as the Grande Armée.
In this vast army, citizens from Bavaria, Poland, Italy, Saxony, the Netherlands, France, Austria, Croatia and
other nationalities took up arms to follow the ideals of the Emperor.

MNapoleon's infantry was divided into two main corps: the line infantry (Infanterie de Ligne) and the light
infantry (Infanterie Légere).
In the French Army of 1803, there were 90 regiments of line infantry and 26 regiments of light infantry.

Between 1813 and 1814, the number of line infantry regiments had grown to 137 (numbered from 1 to
157).

f:mn with an agua mnmmlﬂnn“ﬁ“MGRAHDE
ARMEE" (known in_northern Germany — Rostock 1808).
The distance covered was 1162 km, and, according o the
law of 24/04/1806, it was taxed at 9 décimes (tax rate for a
journey between 600 and 800 km for first-class maid).
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H THE CONCEPT OF THE EUROPEAN COMMUNITY 1. Napoleon Bonaparte
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TEXT: *My son, set up posiions along the Simplon route and fake all necessary measures o snsum communicalion by carmage, i, however, the roads are in good condition. Your
affactionaln father,”

Mapolean | wanted o build, in preparation for the conquest of Ausina, a direct connechon between Milan and Paris that would be passable by camiage (for the transport of
cannons). This way, the Grande Armée would ba able io move swiftly up fo the borders of Austia On Oclober 17, 1800, the emperor indesd gave the arder io construct a road
along the old mule rack of the Simplon, “pour faire passer les cannons.” [0 fhis lelter, daed 100ENEBDE, we can see how Napoleon | had anticipated that the Fourth Coalition
against France would soon be fommad (August 1806), and, consaquenty, ha wanied o ansuns Bial e Simplon road would be safe and passable by the wagons Camying cannons,




m THE CONCEPT OF THE EUROPEAN COMMUNITY

2. Carlo Cattaneo

Carlo Cattaneo from the volume: “On the Insurrection of Milan in 1848 and the Subsequent War.

Memoirs”, printed in Lugano in 1849.

[ *“We will have true pear;& when we have the United States of Europe The OCean is thhuIr:tnt and smrlmg 3ﬂd the :;urrants have two

possible outcomes: autocrats, or the United States of Europe.”
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Maly, 1848 - Letter from Milan dated 15/11/1848 to

F : a red "T.5.° stamp,
indicating a 14 canti [ Fi
tariff, as well as a red * PARTENZA" (after
departure and a red '
18/03/1843 (the beqginning of the Five Days of Milan).

there is a transit mark for L

18/03/1548 and an amival mark at the destination on
2103/1848,
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H THE CONCEPT OF THE EUROPEAN COMMUNITY 2. Carlo Cattaneo

Cattaneo developed his ideas of an Europe as a confederation of states, based on the model of the United
States of America, during the Five Days of Milan.

Rag. UMBERTO SAY }lﬁuyn

MANIFATTURE Dr. A0/G.- uurcmr --_;

Piazza 5. Siro, 10 - GENOVA = T;F&f:{m‘:niglﬂ TN
———
NERRO>

RIVESTIMENTI ISOLANTI COIBENTI
GUARNIZIONI PER MACCHINE
CINGHIE TRASMISSIONE
ARTICOLI TECNICI
AMIANTO®O

GOMMA

In 1860, he also tried to promote his ideas of a united confederation of peoples during the unification of
Italy, meeting Garibaldi in Naples in an attempt to convince him to create a confederation of republics of
Italian states.

laly, 1880 - Outer envelope f
11/09/1880 #ﬂftﬂdﬂ'ﬂ'la
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THE CONCEPT OF THE EUROPEAN COMMUNITY

Z. Garlo Cattaneo

Carlo Cattaneo was a democrat and a republican, opposed,
like Giuseppe Mazzini, to the idea of a monarchy's
dominance. However, he was also an opponent of Mazzini,
as he believed that, due to the deep histoncal and social
differences between the peoples, there should not be a
unitary and centralizing model of governance, but rather a
federal one. It was his studies, particularly in law, that led
him to develop this federalist and republican conception,
which would eventually make him one of the key figures in
the Milan insurrection.
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BELOW:
The last of the three handwritten pages by Carlo Cattaneo, in which, to obfain the
corraspondent that he will sand the onginal documents and bads them farewell.

Detail showing the recipient of the letter, lawyer V. Poggl, friend
and colleague of Caro Cattanao.

mast accurate opinion possible, Cattaneo informs his
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legal matter {Cattaneo in law in 1824 and iaw for a bl

period before being more drawn to historical and political studies).

In the letter, it s evident how Cattaneo was always seeking a dialogue with his
comaspondents and how he was inclined to analyze, study, and seek a
scientific and technical approach to both legal matiers (as in this case) and the
moral challenges he was constanily faced with.




- THE CONCEPT OF THE EUROPEAN COMMUNITY 3. Victor Hugo

Victor Hugo, from the speech delivered at the Paris Peace Congress on August 21,
| 'Thnmvﬂllm a day when these two immense groups, the United Slatﬂcsdﬂnﬂma and the United States of Europe, will stand face to face,
ixlindmg Iimr hmds across the seas.”

}Tmmumvwnugudmarummpm
Congress was an expression of hope for universal
paace, anvisioning the creation of the United States of
| Ewops through an intuitive and  providential
! federalizm that was both European and universal, His
intention was to replace tyrannies with democracies,
wars with mediation and agreements between
nations, and 1o bring out the human fratemity of the
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European peoples.
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Scaled detail of the back of the
envelope with the mechanical
postmark *Save time by replying by
air," showing transit in Pars and

arrival in Gothenburg.
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- THE CONCEPT OF THE EUROPEAN COMMUNITY 3. Victor Hugo

In honor of Hugo, as with Garibaldi, one of the balloons used to transport mail for the Parisians during the
Siege of Paris in 1870 by the Prussians was named after him.

it is said that when he was asked for parmission 1o name
oné of the ballcons after him, the poet repbed, "Merci, ex
imo corde® (thank you, from the bottom of my heart), as
2 now he could By in the skies for them.

Victor Hugo was one of the ardent supporters of a united and peaceful Europe. Several European
countries recognize him as one of the idealistic precursors of a European community.

The 5-franc (New Franc - NF) banknote wih Victor Hugo was ssued during a time whan France was undergoing a panod of
economic transformation. France had recently undergone a seres of changes in its monetary policy, seeking to improve the
stability and management of its cumancy afier the dificult post-war years.

In 1960, France adopled the new franc, which was worth 100 ofd francs. The issuance of new banknotes, such as the 5-franc
note in 1964, was part of this process of modemizing the curmancy.
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o the lawyer and poltician Antony Thouret (1807-
18/1), who was impnsoned af the di¥aast pnson in
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from Dousai dated 03051834 ndicating when it was
gelivaced 1o the pson,

3. Victor Hugo

Hugo was made a Peer of
France in 1845 and became a
deputy of the Constituent
Assembly in December 1848,
alongside his republican friend
Anthony Tourret, with whom
he often discussed major
issues: against child labor,

| against the death penalty ("The

death penalty is the
characteristic and eternal sign
of barbarism”), on the condition
of women, in favor of peace,
universal suffrage, and free
thought. These were all issues
that, a century later, would
become the foundations of
European society.

TEXT:

"I'viz jus? retumed from a fantastic one-month
campaign. | found your letter. | still love you
and approve of you in ewenything. In my
place, you would have done whal | do, and in
your place, | would have done what you are
doing. Your always fend (who bebéves in
you) blindly. Victor Hugo.”

Additionally, Hugo mantions Thouret's work
*Toussaint le Muldtre® (a work about
Toussairnt Louverure, the kader of the
Haitian slave revolt of 1781) with the nole:
go nol yel have Toussaint”, indicating that he
had not yet read the work, but was aware of
it

Thourel responds under Hugo's signature
with @ nole: “MNofe: | refused fo request my
releaze’, which could mefer to Thourel's
political or personal siuation at the fime,
possibly in connection with his involwement in
revolutionary activities of Imprisonment.

The exchange bebween the two highlights
their intedlectual bond, polibcal engagament,
and parsonal connection. The relerenca to
Toussaint le Mulltre sugpests their shared
interest in social issues, such as the fight
against slavery and the rights of people,
which wera common themes in Hugo's and
Thouret's works.



“ THE CONCEPT OF THE EUROPEAN COMMUNITY 5. Giuseppe Garibaldi

Giuseppe Garibaldi, inaletter oo 5 : . VW s
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Here s e goal we must acheve, "o
more bamers. no more borders ”

aly, 1832 - First gr madl iefler from Rome o
Vienna dated 07/08/1502 fanked with (VERY :
PARTICULAR USE for air mad) 15¢ Pneumatic i
Post for & fotel of 4450 wih a 5C excess
according o the tarf! in force from 010771930 for
2 letter up o 20g (1250 for first-class lefier up f0
20g abroad + 2.50 dedvery for express + 0751 gir
surcharge for letters up 10 20g following the air
route Rome — Milan — Tranto - Munich).

According 1o the Pororose Agreement vald from |
01/06/1926 for Austia the letler should have
folliowed the 1L tanff, and in this case. the
envelope would have been overpasd by 20¢

ON TOP.
italy, 1810 - 50th Anniversary of the
Southemn Plebiscile, Archive proofs in
Qray and green
' %9 : THE RIGHT
W % 92’ Italy, 1911 = Latber from Naples o Varona
dated 25001/1911, for 15 cents, perectly
| In accordance with the tariff in force from

| 01001 fup o 1




H THE CONCEPT OF THE EURQOPEAN COMMUNITY 5. Giuseppe Garibaldi

Garibaldi is known worldwide as the hero of the two worlds (Europe and America) because he fought,
following his principles of freedom, also in Brazil, defending the Republic of Rio Grande do Sul.

. > 1-'%}:3_['1:#5'1“ CRAF ZEP Y A ¥
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MIT ZEPPE .

EURDPA-SUDAMERIK A

RACCOMANDATA

Speatt. Ditta

Hermann Sto

Rhodes, 1932 — The airship Graf Zeppelin made the outbound fight of s eighth joumey to South America, departing from
Friedrichshafen on 09/10/1932 at 21:43 and landing in Recife (Pemambuco) on 13/10/1832 at 00:23.

i

03031932, R bears the mh circular
‘FRI 10.10.1 1" |

favor of an international unity of
peoples were also recognized by the
French republicans, who, during the
siege of Paris in 1870, named an air
balloon in his honor.

‘ . —— = | His struggle against oppression in

= 1/11/18 for a
N # ) ' "'-"=E_ #_q;}%- 3 - perfectly in accordance with the imperial tariff for a first-
- < : -(.1 L

' Class letter up to 10g for domestic mail in force from
e (11/01/18562.




THE CONCEPT OF THE EUROPEAN COMMUNITY

3. Giuseppe Garibaldi

—ﬁ. a hﬂﬂ' _M'
Gi ibaldi __dated |
=] 0801/1863 from Caprera
7 | 2ddressed to Girgenti, taxed upon
2340, | amval with 9 cents. The snvelope = o B
m & bears the departure canceliation ks T e R
N A fom La Maddalena on e b T
@ 10/01/1863, and on the reverss, £ N
o 3
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letters

From Caprera,
were sent to him from all
over the world: statesmen,
politicians, and thinkers
who wanted to exchange
ideas and proposals with

hirm.

Garibaldi (that was poor)
never rejected taxed
letters and always

responded to everyone,
making the recipient pay
the postage.

ON THE LEFT:

The letter conmcerns the latter's
invitation to visit Girgenti. The hero
thanks the sender but, stil
recovering from the surgery and the
wounds sustained during the failed
liberation of Rome, says that he
cannot leave Caprera. He finally
hopes o go and shake his hand in
person sooner of later.

From this letter, it is clear how
(Garibaldi cared deeply about his
cormespondence and, in partcular,
how he always wanied to respond
to everyone (not just to illustrious
figures). Furthermore, it is wvery
likely that, fo awoid the recipient not
receiving his reply by refusing to
pay the arrival fee, he specified at
the top of the letter that the sender
was him, "Garibaidi.




- THE CONCEPT OF THE EUROPEAN COMMUNITY 5. Giuseppe Mazzini

Giuseppe Mazzini, father of Giovine Europa (Young Europe), quoted in Paclo Brezzi, Realta e mito
dell'Europa, Studium, 1954,

La Giovine Europa
was established on
April 15, 1834,

It represented one of
the first organically
conceived attempts to |
create a democratic
political pact of unity
and brotherhood
between Young Italy,
Young Poland, and
Young Germany.




m THE CONCEPT OF THE EUROPEAN COMMUNITY 3. Giuseppe Mazzini

Mazzini is therefore considered, not only by Italy but especially by France, one of the most illustrious
figures of Europe.
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- THE CONCEPT OF THE EUROPEAN COMMUNITY 3. Giuseppe Mazzini

After the events of 1848, the program
of alliances between the peoples of

- " : g Giovine Europa (Young Europe),
.- g ' . | established on April 15, 1834, was
F T 'fn Al dmiie, . | resumed by Mazzini when he found

02 Tefe ":)li'ﬂ,{l'-;;.'h i Irnel, Pt tlenvenss himself in exile in London

Frex "7 ;
| There, he founded a European

Ve featle. sl J"f\"“:': {H_-#"_- ?L“hﬁ_.l ropon | Democratic Central Committee with

/ﬂ' Avayn. . Tén Sad ELLATH --,f'll fmiiﬁ‘-' € s e &m of pacing the European

3 a democratic movement at the
I‘-"-Ht-fruc-'ju;-i?-}. te. Cofeyrrva. appeliome® gay

forefront of the liberation and

L treehed S, independence process of the peoples
o ‘ With this intention, he invited
ﬁ:? | charismatic figures who shared the

| same ideals and came from all over
i the continent to participate in the
| Committee: from the French Ledru-
‘ Rollin to the German Amold Ruge.
!
|
|

Mazzini was indeed convinced that
the main driving force behind the
European democratization process
| could only come from [taly, where the
| ‘bright examples of the Milanese
| revolts and the Roman Republic
3 | left ample space for the action of
| democracy.’ (Roberto Villari, Storia
| confemporanea, Lalerza, Rome-Ban

. | 1982).

. N l'h» Qﬁt-&li-&,

BELOW:
Detail of the recipiant of the letter:
Brusco Onnis.

A s fe : - and iourmaks ncenzo B nis [ 1822-1888)

TEXT: 'C.M. (My Dearest), Here | am again. | hear of agitation in Milan. What was the cause? If nothing serious happens, | will write something about Rome -
to be provided — for the public and aiso for private circulation. But we must wail several days. Goodbye: Yours, Gius.”

The text is of historical interest as it shows how Mazzini, in exile after his experience in the Roman Republic of 1848, where he was one of the triumwirs along
with Garibaldi and Saffi, remained deeply interested in italian politics and events. The agitation he inquires about was most likely the unrest between 1852 and
earty 1853, which culminated in the anti-Austrian revolt of February 6, 1853.

Mazzini signs 'Gius.' as he often did while in exile to avoid being recognized in case the letier fell into the hands of italian officials. For this reason, he preferred
to antrust letters to trusted individuals rather than the postal service.

A |ater note is present where the letter is handed over to Mazzini's fulure biographer, Fanni Manis: 'For Miss Fanny Manis,' who bacame famous for her
biography A spirifual daughier of Gluseppe Mazzini (Lina Brusco Onnis).
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