




Serampore / Frederiksnagore
1806. From Serampore to Cornwall With Private Ship: Missionary Mail

British Occupations of Serampore as results of the Napoleonic wars: 
May 8, 1801 to 19 July 1802 and 29 January 1808 to 15 December 1815.

Datelined: Serampore, 30 May 1806    
Addressed to:   Rev’d Malachy Hitchins
		  St. Hilary
		  Marazion
		  Cornwall

Aldera Gardens. Serampore, East Indies May 30, 1806

Yours Most Sincerely, (signed) H(enry) Martyn

The sender writes on top of the envelope front: 
Revd Mr. Henry Martyn, Serampore, 30 May, 1806.

(Reconstructed)
The letter written on May 30th was received 
the following day at the Calcutta General Post 
Office and received a dispatch ship letter 
marking. 

It took nearly seven months before it was 
received at the London ship letter office on 
November 21 and the main post office in the 
afternoon the same day.

It was assessed a 1s/3d charge. 

There are no indications about how it reached 
St. Hilery in Cornwall. 

Henry Martyn (1781-1812) writes to his friend 
and former colleague at St. Hilay to announce 
he has arrived safely. He describes in detail 
his travels and mention Maderia, with orange 
trees, stopping somewhere in South America, 
then spending several weeks in the Cape 
Town, where he nearly died, continuing to 
Madras and observing Ceylon, Tranquebar 
and Pondicherry along the coast line. He 
stopped at Fort St. George (Madras) and 
reached Bengal and Calcutta on May 15, 
where he was met by a Rev. Brown, who 
accompanied him to Serampore. 

(Reconstructed)

 

Rev. Henry Martyn



1818. Incoming Packet Letter from Salisbury to Serampore: King’s Postage
Serampore / Frederiksnagore

Datelined: Salisbury, August 10, 1818
Addressed to: Mr. (Joel) Randall, Mission House,    
                       Serampore, Bengali
Endorsed: p Carron

Crowned India 
Packet Letter 
marking dated 
18 AU 18 / 1818 
applied in Lon-
don. 

‘The brethren at Serampore, having earnestly requested that a paper-maker might be 
sent out, who should not only be fully competent to the superintendence of their manufac-
tory, but well disposed to the labours of the mission; Mr. Joel Randall, a member of the 
(Baptist) church at Salisbury, offered himself, and was accepted by the committee, as 
well qualified for the requisite services. His wife, a pious woman, cheerfully consented to 
accompany him with her only child, an infant daughter. The Moira, in which, Mr. Randall is 
about to proceed to India, is the property of Captain Kemp, who is a member of the church 
in Calcutta.’ Baptist Magazine for 1816, pp 175-6. 

Joel Randall died a couple of years after having arrived in 
Serampore, possibly before this letter had arrived. In 1820, 
his widow Ann and child had returned to Salisbury. 

London Main Post 
Office, afternoon 
date stamp, AU 18 
(1)818, counter A.

(Reconstructed)

King’s Postage marking applied in Cal-
cutta. King’s postage given as 1 rupee and 
8 anna, inland postage 2 anna, and date 
as 22 March 1819 (suggesting a 7 month 
transit).

(Reconstructed)
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The letter was carried by the Royal Navy’s 
HMS Carron that departed Portsmouth 
commanded by Captain Furneaux and 
arrived Cape Town on December 9, 1818, 
bound for India. This may thus explain 
the long transit time. HMS Carron was 
wrecked on 6 July 1820 in the Bay of Ben-
gal still commanded by Captain Furneaux.

The letter paid on arrival the 3/6d (3 shil-
ling and 6 pence) packet (also including 
Naval vessels) rate for a single s for a single sheet. 

Letter completely split.







1837. Local from Serampore to Calcutta: Serampore Press and Sheriff of Calcutta
Serampore / Frederiksnagore
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Datelined: Serampore, August 14, 1837
Addressed to: R. Beid Esq, Deputy 
	 Sheriff, Calcutta

Serampore / Aug. 14th 37.

(Reconstructed)

The Serampore Baptist Mission was established in 1799 
when they found a welcome shelter at Serampore from 
the then Governor Ole Bie (17133-1805) and the Danish 
King Frederik VI. In contrast to the British authorities, the 
Danes allowed missioners to operate in the territories 
they controlled. Prominent missioners at Serampore 
were Joshua Marksman (1768-1837), William Carey 
(1761-1834), and William Ward (1769-1823). This trio 
founded Serampore University in 1818, many primary 
and secondary schools, and translated and published a 
large number of works, including translations of the Bible. 
Marshman was an accomplished scholar, linguist and 
theologian and a prolific author and polemicist.

Signed Joshua Marshman (1768-1837).

Joshua Marksman writes in 1837 to the Sheriff’s office at 
Fort William near Calcutta to inquire about a lack of pay-
ment for previous advertisements and about the possibil-
ity of future contributions. Marshman was the editor of the 
daily Bengali newspaper Samachar Darpan published by 
the Serampore Press between 1818 and 1841. Joshua 
Marksman dies a few months later on the 6th of Decem-
ber and is replaced by his son John Clark Marshman 
(1794-1877).

In 1837, the Sheriff of Calcutta was Thomas Holroyd 
(1799-1893). He was appointed sheriff for one year after 
having arrived in India in 1832 as member of a mercantile 
trading house. He left India to settle in Gloucestershire in 
1839.

(Reconstructed)

(Reconstructed)

Letter marked on reverse by Seramp-
ore/Post Office and indistinct Calcutta/
General Post Office dated handstamps. 
In addition, part of red PAID marking, 
handwritten 2 anna charge, and 14 Aug 
date marking are on the reverse. 

The letter paid two annas for a distance 
not exceeding 20 miles (18 miles) and 
one tola by weight (about 24 g). This rate 
was in effect until October 1, 1837, when 
reduced to one anna. 

It is possible that 
the oval framed, red 
Calcutta cancel can 
be a Sheriff’s receiving 
mark.

  		



1792. Company Letter from Tranquebar to Copenhagen: von Scholten
Tranquebar

Jost Heinrich von Scholten (1767-1799) writes in 1792 in German from 
Tranquebar to his older broder Casimir Wilhelm von Scholten (1752-1810) in 
Copenhagen. Jost Heinrich was a Danish lieutenant attached to the small 
military guard unit at Tranquebar. After arriving in Tranquebar, he married a 
local European girl, Harriet Stevenson, in the Zion's Church. He died only 32 
years old in Tranquebar in 1799 from a drowning accident, leaving the widow 
with two surviving childeren to remarried the following year. 

The recipient of the letter was his broder in Copenhagen. Casimir Wilhelm 
(1752-1810) was at that time a commanding officer of the rank of major in a 
Royal infantery unit. By 1795, he had reached the rank of oberst (lieutenant 
colonel) and was serving on the Danish West Indies and later becoming 
governor of the islands of St. Thomas and St. Jan over two periods between 
1800-1807. He is perhaps better known as being the father of Peter van 
Scholten, who continued as the governor of St. Thomas and St. Jan and 
eventually became Governor General of the Danish West Indies during 1818-
1848.

Datelined: Tranquebar, 
20n October 1792

Addressed to: 
Fur / S.T. Hrn General Major   
C.W. von Scholten  
Bnz Pr. Konigl. Gesant das ...  
Prins Regiment zu Fuss* / in /
Koppenhagen (Copenhagen)

The early official letters from Tranquebar 
did not receive postal dispatch and arrival 
markings. They are likely freely dispatched 
using a postbox at the fort and gone by 
government ship eventually reaching 
Denmark, although probably via a British 
port and Hamburg. The first Tranquebar 
postmark was used in 1800 on local 
mails signaling the presence of at least 
a rudimentary postal function in the town 
prior to the 1837 postal reform and the 
establishment of local British/Indian offices 
and dispatch runners/riders.

*Arveprins Frederiks geworbne (recruited) Infanteri-Regiment 
(~1790) or Prinsens Livregiment (more recent).
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The oldest known letter from Tranquebar is from 1783 mailed to Malacca.



1800. Local from Tranquebar to Cochin of Travancore: Jens Koefoed
Tranquebar

Datelined: Tranquebar, October 10, 1800
Addressed to: J. G. La Personner Esquire 

Cochin

The letter was manuscript accessed at 
9 fanams (9/12 of a Madras rupee) on 
the upper right of the front. It must be 
assumed that it went to Madras and 
further via coastal ship to Cochin around 
the southernmost tip of India and on to 
Travancore and Cochin.

British Occupations of Tranquebar as results of 
the Napoleonic wars: May 12, 1801, to 17 August, 
1802 and 12 Feburary, 1808, to 20 September, 
1815. The letter were therefore sent just before 
the first British occupation.

Signed 
J(ens) 
Koefoed.
Alternative 
spelling 
Kofoed.

The letter writer, Jens Koefoed, was 
born 1775 in Christiana (Oslo), Norway, 
and died 1833 in Tranquebar, 54 
years old. He must have arrived to the 
administration in early or mid-90's, still 
a teenager. He married and got his first 
child, a girl, in 1795. During the illness 
and later death of Governor Hermansson, 
he served as acting governor. In 1822, 
Koefoed was appointed full governor. 
However, only a few years later, he 
was removed by the governing board 
(kommercekolligiet) in Copenhagen due 
to local accusations of having favorized 
trading partners belonging to a rather low 
caste. He however stayed in Tranquebar 
to his death involved in the administration 
and trade.

The letter is written in Dutch to a trading 
contract in Cochin of the State of 
Travancore along the southern Malabar 
coast. Cochin has had a past history as 
Portuguese and later Dutch trading posts, 
particularly known for the pepper trade. 
By 1800, the Duch influence in India 
had, however, declined due to European 
conflicts and the shifts in the needs for 
goods from India. 

  





1842. Local from Tranquebar to Negapatam: Money Transfer
Tranquebar

Datelined: Tranquebar, July 15, 1842
Addressed to: Kindersley Esquire
	 Principal Collector of Tanjore
	 Negapatam

 

The postage paid stamp is dated '16 July 1842' 
and paid '1 A' (one anna). The letter is further 
marked in upper right corner by 'Paid.'

Negapatam served after in 1781 having 
been conquered by the British East India 
Company as the capital of the Tanjore district 
under the British Madras Presidency. If a 
trader in Tranquebar thus would need official 
government help to collect outstanding dept, 
he would need to contact British authorities in 
the capital of the district he resides since the 
Danish administration would have no authority 
outside their Danish territory.

The Danish interests in East India were sold to the 
British East India Company in 1845. The transition 
occurred for Serampore on 10 October and for 
Tranquebar on 7 November. The agreements secured 
the Christian missions in both territories, the Serampore 
College, inhabitants, and the rights for future Danish 
trade. Police, Peon, Watch Man. 

British Library Collection. 

The sender representing a trading firm asks the Principal Collector on 
how to transmit money they own to a person outside Traquebar: This 
gentleman wants money to be sent to him - Am I to dictate order to 
Cash Keeper to send it to him by a Police Peon or to ... saying that it is 
impossible for us to comply with his request? (Signed). The answer is 
affirmative as written on the letter front that they should use the Cash 
Keeper and a Police Peon (text not shown). 









Danish Guinea / Gold Coast
1839. Company Ship Letter From Danish Guinea To Copenhagen: Wulff Joseph Wulff

Datelined: Christianborg Fort, den 24. 		
	      September, 1839
Addressed to: 
Hrr. Vexelmaegler (broker) J. W. Behrens,
Bagved? Gammelstrand No. 16, 2  sal.
Kiøbenhavn
Afsent den 24 September 1839.

Jacob Wulff Behrens (1792-1844) resided 
according to the 1840 sensus on the second 
floor of Gammelstrand 16 with his wife Jette 
Behrens (born Wulf), their five children (aged 
three to ten), a wet nurse, and a maid. He died 
just a year after his Broder-in-law on the Gold 
Coast. Today Gammelstrand 16 is no. 52.

Wulff Joseph Wulff (1809-1843) was born into a prominent jewish family 
from Randers in central Jutland, Denmark. After received his law degree in 
Copenhagen, he applied for service in Danish Guinea (Gold Coast) and was 
accepted as surnummerair assistent (extraordinary assistant) appointed by the 
King in 1836. He came to a colony in sharp decline with the sole assignment 
of finding means of boasting the profits by such activities as cotton or coffee 
plantations. After six years of service he was about to return home when he 
suddenly died in 1843. He is buried in the floor of his house and his decedents 
are still living in his house in present days Osu/Accra. In 1850, all Danish 
interests on the Gold Coast were sold to the British for 10,000 pounds. 

The letter bears no postal markings and no indications that it went through 
postal services and that a fee was paid. Wulff describes in his letters 
and diary* that he posted the letters in a postbox at Christianborg Fort. 
Sometimes, he also indicates that knowing a ship had arrived at the nearby 
British fort, he would walk down to deliver the letter(s) to the captain. A 
Danish ship (company or private) reaching the colony would likely carry the 
letters sealed in a post bag and deliver them at the Ostindiske Brevcontoir 
in Copenhagen. Alternative route would have involved a British port and 
continuation via Hamburg and onward to Copenhagen. Official company 
ships were rare, perhaps onces a year in a good year.
* The majority of his letters and diary were edited and published in 1917 by Carl Behrens.

Wulff's seal on reverse of letter (75 % of original)

Wulff painted 
in 1836 in 
Copenhagen in his 
new uniform as he 
had received his 
commission W.J. Wulf (sign)Only five letters are known to exist

Wulff writes in Danish to his Broder-in-law 
and thus also to his sister married to him 
and the rest of the family. He reports on 
news - good or bad - and discusses his 
required financial actions often related 
to his trading arrangements. Also found 
is frequent referenced to old friends and 
many that he have had been in contact 
with in the past.
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