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Roll Stamps
This section deals w ith the stam ps w hich were produced  in 
rolls of 500 or m ore for vending through  au tom atic  or penny- 
in-the-slot m achines. In  add ition , to m eet the  needs of bulk 
users, they could also be purchased  in com plete rolls over the 
counters of the m ain  post offices of the larger centres. Since 
the m achines were no t suited for vending the  l '/ id .  and  2d. 
values, these were only available in com plete rolls.

As the roll stam ps are so closely related  to the ir co u n ter­
parts which were sold in the sheet form , this listing has been 
divided into different parts  w hich correspond to the previous 
sections dealing  w ith the sheet productions.

Perf. 14 x Imperf.

K ing’s Head series
T here were four values of the K ing George V roll stam ps — 
Vid., Id ., l '/ id .  and  2d. T h e  dates on w hich they becam e 
available were 1 Septem ber 1913, 13 February  1914, 15 N o­
vem ber 1920 and  7 O ctober 1921 respectively.

T he rolls were m ade up  from  sheets of stam ps w hich h ad  
been p rin ted , as usual, by De La Rue, an d  were sim ilar in 
every respect of those d istributed  in this form , except tha t 
they were im perforate a t the ir sides — Perf. 14 x Im perf. T he 
rolls consisted of 500 or 1 200 stamps.

As these sheets h ad  a horizontal gutter, m ost of w hich had  
to be rem oved, along with all or parts of the top an d  bo ttom  
m argins as well as those a t the  sides, it will be apprecia ted  
tha t a g reat deal of gu illotin ing  was involved. Due to the n a ­
ture of the gum , which caused the sheets to curl excessively 
in all bu t ideal climates, some m ethod  had  to be found w here­
by the sheets could be trim m ed  in m ultip les instead of ind i­
vidually.

This was achieved by rem oving from  the perfo rating  comb 
all except two of the pins form ing the teeth, one on eithe r side 
of the vertical gu tter and  th ird  from  the base. By th read ing  
the sheets on to pins spaced accordingly, they could be m ade

into pads an d  so rem ain  in register w ith each o ther du ring  the 
cu tting .

T h e  resulting  h a lf  sheets were form ed into a web by jo in ing 
the lower p a rt of each  to the top  of the next, using the  narrow  
strip  of the m arg in  or gutter, left for this purpose. For the b e ­
g inn ing  and  end  tabs, a row of b lanks taken from  a sheet of 
gum m ed, perfo rated , white, or occasionally b lued, p ap er was 
fastened to the top  of the first an d  bo ttom  of the last half 
sheets respectively — in the la tte r case, to a p a rt of the bottom  
m arg in  left specially for this purpose.

S eparation  of the  rolls into  12 p arts  was done by a ro tary  
cutter, and  the parts  w ound into  rolls on a card b o ard  bobbin , 
the  whole enclosed in a w rapper on w hich was p rin ted  the 
n u m b er an d  value of the stam ps. Any of the ra re  breakages 
w hich occurred  du rin g  this w inding process were repaired  by 
coupling the ends w ith a narrow  strip  of p la in  gum m ed 
paper, perforated  along its centre line. T hey are known as 
“repa ir joins”.

W hen the isolated perforation  holes in the vertical gu tter 
were correctly positioned they were intersected  du ring  the 
cu tting  u p  of the web, b u t otherw ise the  holes were left intact. 
They are known as the  com plete isolated perf. holes. O n a few 
of the original sheets of the Vid. value the perforation  was 
reversed, so th a t a very sm all n u m b er of used copies have 
been found  w ith p a rt of the isolated perf. hole n ea r the top 
instead of the  bo ttom  of the stam ps.

Beginning of roll showing p art of isolated perf. hole at left
Due to the m ann er in w hich the rolls were processed it is 

possible, in some cases, to determ ine the strip  n u m b er — the 
position w hich it occupied  on the original sheet. For instance 
any stam p w hich has p a rt of an  isolated perforation  hole on 
the right side is from  strip  6, while if it is on the lefthand  side, 
th a t stam p is from  strip  7.

In form ing  the web it was no t possible to jo in  the h a lf sheets 
in such a way th a t the ir edges were in perfect alignm ent. 
T hus any jo ined  p a ir w ith the edges of the stam ps m isaligned 
along the ir le fthand  edge m ust be from  strip  1, an d  w hen it 
is on the rig h th an d  side from  strip  12. In  some cases the 
“shou lder” caused by the uneven w idth  of the stam ps was 
trim m ed  off w ith scissors.

Joins in the  strips taken from  the  second an d  eleventh col­
um ns of the orig inal sheets show p a r t  of the circle enclosing 
the p la te  n u m b er (which was on top or bo ttom  m arg in) and, 
in some cases, also sufficient of the ac tual n u m b er for it to be 
identified  by com paring  the  d ifferen t num erals as they a p ­
pear on  the control pieces. It is p robab le  th a t stam ps from  all 
seven of the Vid. plates and  Nos. 3, 4, 6 and  7 of the Id. value 
were m ade  into  rolls a t d ifferent times, b u t in the form er m ost 
joins show p a rt of the  5 where it can  be m ade out, an d  6 in
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the case of the latter. In  the rem ain ing  two values stam ps 
from  bo th  p lates were used, bu t joins showing p a rt of Plate 
1 of the l 'A d .  are extrem ely rare, and  in the 2d. value those 
w ith p a rt of Plate 2 are scarcer than  those w hich have p a rt 
of the figure 1.

Inverted w aterm arks are rare, being found  in unused con­
d ition  only in the Id . value, b u t used copies are known in all 
b u t the 2d.

Single 
M in t U sed

R I '/id . G reen . Shades 4,00 1,00

Varieties M /U
VI. Inverted w aterm ark  — used only 200,00
V2. Broken or missing horn  in w aterm ark 50,00
V3. Part of isolated perf. hole at left or

right 6,00
V4. Com plete isolated perf. hole 50,00
V5. Part of isolated perf. hole n ear top

— used only 100,00
Vert, pair

V6. B eginning or end  of roll, stam p  with
b lank  a ttached 25,00

V7. Jo in  form ed by p a r t  of m arg in  or
g u tte r having stam ps of equal w idth 10,00

V8. Stam ps of unequal w idth 25,00
V9. Jo in  showing p a rt of P late No. 5 15,00
V10. Plate n u m b er o th er th a n  5 50,00

Single 
M in t U sed

R2 Id . R ed. Shades 4,00 1,00

Varieties M /U
VI. Inverted  w aterm ark 150,00
V2. Broken or missing ho rn  in w aterm ark 50,00
V3. P art of isolated perf. hole a t left or

right 6,00
V4. C om plete isolated perf. hole 50,00
V5. B eginning or end  of roll, stam p with

b lank  a ttached 25,00
Vert, pair

V6. Join  having stam ps of equal w idth 10,00
V7. Stam ps of unequa l w idth 25,00
V8. Jo in  showing p a rt of p la te  n u m b er 6 20,00
V9. Jo in  showing p a rt of p la te  num ber

o ther th a n  6 50,00

Single 
M in t Used

R3 1'/id . C h es tn u t. Shades 6,00 1,50

Varieties M /U
VI. Inverted w aterm ark  — used only 300,00
V2. Broken or missing h o rn  in w aterm ark 50,00
V3. P art of isolated perf. hole at left or

right 10,00
V4. C om plete isolated perf. hole 100,00
V5. B eginning or end  of roll, stam p with

b lank  a ttached 30,00
Vert, pair

V6. Join  having stam ps of equal w idth 20,00
V7. Stam ps of un eq ua l w idth 30,00
V8. Jo in  showing p a rt of p la te  n u m b er 1 100,00
V9. Jo in  showing p a rt of p la te  num ber 2 50,00

Single
M in t Used

2d. P u rp le . Shades 6,00 1,50

Varieties M /U
VI. Broken or m issing ho rn  in w aterm ark 50,00
V2. Part of isolated perf. hole a t left or

right 10,00
V3. C om plete isolated perf. hole 70,00
V4. Beginning or end  of roll, stam p with

b lank  a ttach ed 30,00
Vert, pair

V5. Jo in  having stam ps of equal w idth 15,00
V6. Stam ps of u n eq ua l w idth 30,00
V7. Jo in  showing p a rt of p la te  n u m b er 1 25,00
V8. Jo in  showing p a rt of p la te  n u m b er 2 50,00

London Pictorials
W aterlow and  Sons also m ade rolls from  the sheets of the 'Ad. 
and  Id. values in this series, w hich was originally  issued in 
1926. T h e  process by w hich this was done is so sim ilar to th a t 
em ployed for the p roduction  of the  K ing’s H ead  rolls th a t 
a tten tion  need only be draw n to the m ann er in which they 
differed.

Being easy to “block u p ” the sheets could be perforated  n o r­
mally. T he  m arg in  piece left on for jo in ing  — usually a bit 
narrow er th a n  in  the  p reced ing  series — was always from  the 
bo ttom  of the sheet, except where the w rapper was to be a d ­
ded. Joins occur only once in every 20 stam ps an d  there are 
no uneven ones, ind ica ting  th a t the side m argins were only 
gu illotined off a t the sam e tim e as the separating  into strips 
was done. T h e  corners of the top  an d  bottom  m argins were 
bevelled, p resum ably  to facilitate the blocking up  of the 
sheets, so joins from  strip  1 have this bevel on the left and  
those from  strip  12 have it on the right.

W here they were w ound onto the spools, the  rolls ended  in 
long strips of yellow paper, b u t the  enclosing w rapper — also 
jo ined  to the  roll — was always white, w ith the p rin tin g  in
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green in the case of the Vid. stam ps and  red  for the  pennies. 
T here appears to have been no set m ethod  of a ttach ing  either 
the tail or w rapper to the strips of m arg in . Some were perfo ­
rated , others not, and  joined to back or front ind iscrim inate­
ly. T he rolls were in 500 or 1 200 stam ps.

T he bette r p rin ting  and  the g reater lustre of the colours are 
the only features which enable these L ondon roll stam ps to 
be distinguished from  the ir coun terparts  w hich were later 
produced in Pretoria. A part from  an  inverted w aterm ark  in 
the Vid. value, the only varieties are the broken letters caused 
by ink clogging. A p art from  the joins, the only featu re  which 
identifies the individual roll stam ps is the gu illo tin ing  at the ir 
sides, through or n ear to the perforation.

R5

Vert, pa ir
M int Used

'Ad. B lack and green 10,00 5,00

V a rie tie s M /U
VI. Inverted w aterm ark 50,00
V2. W ith  p rin ted  w rapper a ttached 100,00
V3. W ith  strip  of yellow p ap er a ttached 50,00
V4. Jo ined pair 30,00
V5. Missing or broken letters in POSSEEL

or INKOM STE 25,00

Vert. p a ir
M int Used

R6 Id. Black and red. Shades

V a rie ties

10,00 5,00

VI. W ith  p rin ted  w rapper a ttached  
V2. W ith  strip  of yellow p ap er a ttached  
V3. Jo ined pair

M /U
100,00

50.00
30.00

Pretoria Typographs
T he m ethod  by which the 'Ad. an d  Id . P reto ria  typographed  
stam ps were m ade into rolls in 1927 was alm ost exactly the 
same as th a t em ployed for the London printings. T h e  only 
difference was tha t the sheet m argins were not bevelled at the 
top corners. P rin ting  on the w rappers was in black, an d  the 
p aper of b o th  w rapper an d  coil was p ink while the  ends, 
where they were to be joined  to the strip  of m arg in , were 
rouletted to facilitate tearing  off. It is likely th a t a t d ifferent 
times sheets of stam ps from  m ost of the  Vid. and  Id . p la te  
com binations went into the m ake-up of the rolls, again  con ­
sisting of 500 or 1 200 stamps.

R7 Vid. Black and green

Vert, pa ir  
M int Used  
10,00 5,00

V a rie tie s
VI. W ith  p rin ted  w rapper a ttached  
V2. W ith  strip  of p ink p ap er a ttach ed  to 

m arg in  a t foot 
V3. Jo ined  pair

M /U
150,00

50.00
25.00

R8 Id. B lack and red

V a rie tie s

Vert, pa ir  
M int Used
10,00 5,00

VI. Inverted  w aterm ark  
V2. W ith  p rin ted  w rapper a ttached  
V3. W ith  strip  of p ink p ap er a ttach ed  to 

m arg in  a t foot 
V4. Jo ined  p a ir
V5. M issing perf. hole on rig h th an d  side 

of one stam p where the cu tting  
missed the perfo ration  holes

M /U
75.00 

100,00

50.00
25.00

50,00

Rotogravure -  Unhyphenated
T h e  pictorial roll stam ps of this group  consisted of one issue 
of the 'A d ., three of the Id. an d  one of the 2d. value. They 
were p rin ted  by the then  newly in troduced  ro togravure p ro ­
cess, w hich was ideal for the production  of roll stam ps in th a t 
the whole circum ference of the cylinders could be etched and  
the stam ps so p rin ted  in a continuous web, thus doing away 
w ith the joins w hich are such a fea tu re  of the ir predecessors.

At th a t tim e no m echan ica l m eans h ad  been found for slit­
ting  the web into strips an d  the  separation  h ad  to be done by 
hand , tearing  along the perforations. T his led to occasional 
breakages in  the strips w hich were repaired  by clipping the 
perfo ration  from  the edges w hich h ad  to be jo ined  and  fasten­
ing the trim m ed  ends to a narrow  strip  of gum m ed  paper p e r­
forated  through  its centre.

T here  is no d o u b t th a t the broken strips were p u t aside and  
the jo in ing  trea ted  as a separa te  task, because exam ples have 
been  found w here two A frikaans or two English inscribed 
stam ps have been coupled . T h e  strips were w ound into  rolls 
of 500 or 1 200, an d  the whole enclosed in a w rapper. Later 
the n u m b er of stam ps was standard ised  a t 506 or 1 012.

T h e  cylinders w hich p rin ted  these roll stam ps were etched 
from  the sam e m ultipositives as those w hich p roduced  the 
corresponding ones in sheet form . All b u t one of these had  
only twenty rows of images, an d  it was thus necessary to re-use 
two of these rows, separately, for the e tch ing  of the 21st and 
22nd rows on the cylinder. I t was difficult to give the single 
rows of im ages the sam e exposure as the o ther 20, or even 
each other, w ith the result th a t the vignettes a n d /o r  fram es 
of one of these rows are often pa le r or d arker th a n  the others.

T h en  again, the  vertical a lignm ent of vignettes or fram es 
was seldom  perfect. E ither as a result of incorrect positioning 
of a whole row, or due to stretching  of the narrow  strip  of c a r­
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bon tissue, alignm ent was ou t in varying degrees on one side, 
a lthough correct on the  other. Lastly, due to slight differences 
in the circum ference of the cylinders, it was not always possi­
ble to allow exactly the sam e w idth of g u tte r betw een the  ; 
filled-in rows themselves or betw een them  and  the rem ainder.

W hen there was a m ultipositive flaw anywhere in the re ­
used rows, it was repeated  in the corresponding fitted-in  row, 
thus enabling  the num bers of these rows to be established. 
Since they were p rin ted  from  the sam e m ultipositives using 
the same colours, paper and  perforation , it follows th a t it is 
not possible to distinguish the roll stam p from  its coun terpart 
of the sheet form , unless it has a cylinder variety. In  short 
strips it is only possible w hen there is some featu re  connected 
with the fitting  in of the extra rows.

Stam ps which passed through a vending m achine can 
sometimes be identified  by the ir cut o r m u tila ted  top  a n d /o r  
bottom  edges, others by the  presence of a p a ir of “pinholes” 
pierced when the two pins, w hich moved an d  held the roll, 
d id  not coincide with the norm al perforation  holes as was 
intended. This difficulty w ith identification  has led to the roll 
stam ps being collected in unbroken “proving” strips of 
twenty-two.

V2d. Unhyphenated Roto Issue
T he cylinders for the Vid. value, which appeared  in May 
1930, were etched from  the sam e m ultipositives as those 
which later produced  Issues 1 to 3 in sheet form . At this stage 
the only m ajo r flaw was the so-called “green arrow ” of row 5 
num ber 8.

I t was obviously in tended  th a t rows 15 and  16 or 17 an d  18 
would be re-used, b u t in error rows 16 and  17 were taken and  
etched in th a t order. This gave rise to the rem arkable error 
th a t in the strips em bodying rows 21, 22, 1 and  2 there are 
two A frikaans and  two English inscribed stam ps se-tenant, 
the only occasion where this has h appened  in the whole of 
U nion philately.

In  some of the repair joins yet a th ird  stam p was added  to 
the pair, to give strips of even three A frikaans and  English 
stam ps joined  together. U nfortunately  only a few of these la t­
ter “repairs” were m ade in the p rin tin g  works, so they are list­
ed at a nom inal figure only. Stam ps in rows 21 and  22 have 
paler vignettes and  fram es th a n  the others.

R9 ‘A d. Grey-black and green. Strip of 
four show ing two Afrikaans 
inscribed stamps followed by 
two in  E nglish , or vice versa

Pairs 
M int Used

25,00 25,00

R9
Suid — Suid — South — South

“C igar”.

Varieties
Cylinder

VI. Black line n ear b uck ’s m outh ,
Row 1/10 

V2. “T ick ” in ear. Row 19/12 
V3. W hite sm udge in top  bar. Row 21/6 
V4. Broken, ben t and  m issing lines of 

shad ing  to righ t of head . Row 21/10 
V5. “H ay” in buck’s m ou th . Row 22/12 
V6. B lack m ark  a t righ t of perforation  

g u tte r  betw een row 22 and  1/3

General
V I.

Vert, p a ir  
M /U

20,00 

20,00 
20,00

20,00 
20,00

20,00

V8.

V9.

20,00

20,00

50.00
50.00

V ignette ou t of register w ith fram e,
“New M oon”
W ith  w hite streaks caused by p rin ting  
on creased p ap er 
Strip  w ith jo in  b ring ing  three 
A frikaans or three English inscribed 
stam ps together 

V10. R epa ir jo in  o ther th a n  V9.

Id. First Unhyphenated R oll Issue
This, the first of three Id . unhyphenated  rolls, becam e avail­
able in  A pril 1930. T h e  stam ps were p roduced  from  the sam e 
in terio r and  exterior m ultipositives as the basic issues 1 to 6, 
and  the re-used rows were 3 an d  4 in b o th  cases, so th a t the 
tiny b reak  in the  r ig h th an d  fram e line abou t one th ird  of the 
way down from  the top, row 3 /2 , an d  the  ex tended  down- 
stroke of the “R” in SUIDAFRIKA, row 4/10, are bo th  re p e a t­
ed in  the fitted -in  rows.

A lthough the stam ps in  these fitted-in  rows m atch  the col­
ours in the rem ainder very closely, in  a strip  they can  be d e ­
tected  — the  vignettes in  row 1 are always h igher in the fram e 
th a n  those in row 22. In  add ition  the fram es in row 21 are to 
the left of those above, an d  the g u tte r  betw een rows 20 and  
21 is w ider while th a t betw een rows 22 and  1 is narrow er than  
norm al.

W aterm arks are u p rig h t or inverted. R epair joins are rare  
an d  probab ly  only a very few of those th a t b rough t together 
two A frikaans or two English stam ps are genuine.
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RIO Id. Black and rosine. U nbroken “prov­
in g” strip of 22 stamps

Varieties
Cylinder

VI. Pair with vignette of lower stam p 
higher in the fram e th a n  in tha t 
above

V2. M any broken lines of shading  to the 
left of the ship. Row 22/1

V3. Strip of five w ith the broken fram e 
on bo th  the first an d  last stam ps 
(m ulti.)

V4. Strip of five w ith the ex tended  down- 
stroke of “R” on b o th  the first and  
last stam ps (m ulti.)

General
V5. Vignettes m uch  out of register w ith 

fram es, “New M oon”
V6. W ith  white streak caused by p rin ting  

on creased paper. S trip 1 only 
V7. R epair join

M int

300,00

Vert, pa ir  
M /U

50.00

25.00

250.00

250.00 

M /U

30.00

30.00
30.00

Id. Second Unhyphenated Roll Issue
T he second production  of these Id. rolls appeared  in Jan u ary  
1932. It was derived from  the sam e m ultipositives w hich later 
produced the sheet-form  stam ps of Issue 7, the in terio r one 
also having been previously used for those of Issues 1 to 6. At 
this stage the rem ains of the “D ragon” flaw on row 17/9 h ad  
been completely pa in ted  ou t an d  the resulting b lack dot, b e ­
ing darker th a n  the rest of the  design, shows qu ite  clearly.

Re-used rows were Nos. 9 an d  10 of bo th  m ultipositives 
and, in the strips, stam ps in row 21 have slightly pa le r fram es 
while those in row 22 have bo th  vignettes and  fram es a little 
darker than  the rem ainder. In  add ition  the g u tte r betw een 
stam ps of rows 21 and  22 is fractionally  w ider th a n  any of the 
rem aining gutters.

As the colours are very sim ilar to the Id . stam ps of Issue 7 
and , like them , are only found with the w aterm ark  inverted, 
it is impossible to distinguish these roll copies w ith certainty. 
It is fairly certain  however th a t strips conta in ing  stam ps 
which have irregular white patches in  the ir fram e, caused by 
the doctor blade, are from  these rolls. M ore rep a ir joins are 
found in these rolls th a n  in any of the others, and  exam ples 
have been found where there have been m ore th a n  one in a 
com paratively short strip, b u t never an  exam ple of stam ps of 
the same language having been joined.

R ll VI.

R ll Id. B lack and Carm ine. U nbroken  
“proving” strip o f 22 stamps

Varieties

VI. W ith  large b lacker do t in rigging 
caused by the p a in tin g  ou t on  the 
m ultipositive of the  rem ains of the 
“D ragon” flaw. Row 17/9

V2. W ith  irregu la r w hite patches in 
fram es

V3. W ith  one stam p m uch  d ark er than  
the o ther

V4. R epair join

M int

200,00

Vert, pa ir  
M /U

50.00

50.00

50.00
50.00

Id. Third Unhyphenated Roll Issue
T h e  th ird  an d  last stam p of this roll g roup  appeared  in 1934 
and  was produced  from  cylinders etched  from  the  sam e m u l­
tipositives as Issues 8 an d  9. T his in terio r m ultipositive con­
sisted of 22 rows, b u t the exterior h ad  only 20, and  its th ird  
and  fou rth  rows were those re-used to provide the 21st and 
22nd rows.

Stam ps of issues 8 an d  9 were produced  from  rows 2 to 21 
inclusive of the  in terio r m ultipositive, b u t in o rder to avoid 
confusion, the positions of the in terio r m ultipositive varieties 
are given here according to the position they occupied on the 
sheets of those issues.

In  the ir roll form  the stam ps are extrem ely rare, in fact the 
rarest of all the U nion’s roll stam ps, an d  only two strips of 
m ore than  20 stam ps have been found. T his is strange, as the 
stam ps m ust have been on sale for over a year, and  it can  be 
shown th a t there m ust have been several p rin tin g  runs. For 
the first tim e the  parts  of the  web w hich were no t required  
for m aking  in to  rolls were guillo tined  into sheets of 240 
stam ps (20 rows x 12) an d  sold over the counter a t post offices.

These sheets h ad  no top  or bo ttom  m argins, nor arrows at 
the ir sides, b u t on the  left m arg in  there  was a th in  irregular 
red  “cross”, m ark ing  the ends of rows 18 an d  19. Since the cyl­
inders p rin ted  22 rows of stam ps, a sheet could have 20 of
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these rows in eleven different arrangem ents, as for exam ple 
No. 3 to 22; 1 to 20, 21, 22 and  1 to 18 inclusive, and  so on. 
Similarly, as the sheet num bers (in black) were eleven rows 
ap art, they appeared  on the sheets in three d ifferent forms, 
some w ith only one num ber, or where there were two, the 
num bers were the same, or the u p pe r one just one digit 
higher than  the lower.

Fortunately these stam ps from  the sheets are no t so scarce, 
and  a study of them  has led to the discovery th a t a p a rticu la r 
row of the in terio r cylinder images appeared  in  d ifferen t rows 
of the fram e cylinder in some of the p rin tin g  runs. T his tran s­
position of the  cylinders alm ost certain ly  took place because 
the in terio r cylinder h ad  no m arg inal m ark  w hich could a l­
ways be m atched  w ith the fram e cylinder m ark.

T here was in fact only one p rin ting  in w hich the rows of the 
cylinders corresponded, 1 w ith 1 and  so on; the others all 
show transpositions over a varying n u m b er of rows. T his “n o r­
m al” p rin tin g  always has the w aterm ark  up righ t, the vig­
nettes are grey-black in fram es of carm ine-p ink  an d  they only 
appeared  in  the roll form . T hus it is no t possible to d istin ­
guish these stam ps from  those of Issues 8 and  9, unless there 
is some ind ication  tha t they cam e from  a vending m achine, 
or have some cylinder flaw found only in the roll stamps.

O n the o ther h an d  stam ps from  sheets and  those from  rolls 
have pale grey vignettes w hich are only found in  this issue. By 
far the m ajority  have the  w aterm ark  up righ t, an d  those with 
inverted w aterm ark  are rare, b u t even so a p rin te r’s p ap er jo in
in p a rt of a sheet has been found.

M int
R12 Id. Grey or Grey-black and carm ine- 

pink w ith watermark upright or 
inverted. U nbroken “proving” strip
o f 22 stamps 1000,00

Hor. Pair
M int Used

R12S Id. Grey and carm ine-rose. From
sheets w ith upright watermark 10,00 10,00

a. W ith inverted watermark 50,00 50,00

Control M /U
Ca. Block of four with th in  red cross on

left m argin 300,00

Varieties Hor./Vert
M ultipositive pair

VI. R ed dot inside top edge of oval. Row
22 or 4/12 50,00

V2. Strip of five horizontal pairs with VI 
on top an d  bo ttom  stam ps. Rows 22
and  4/12 150,00

V3. Two red  dots above m iddle of top
fram e line. Row 7/4 50,00

V4. Grey spot left of end of top  yardarm .
Row 9/1 50,00

V5. Red nick in righ t side of “I” of SUID.
Row 11/11 50,00

V6. Grey spot n ear tip  of first sunray.
Row 12/7 50,00

V7. Sloping red  m ark  above “K” and
below “A” of AFRIK A . Row 12/8 50,00

V8. Grey spot betw een fou rth  an d  fifth
sunrays. Row 16/12 50,00
C ylinder — In terio r 

V9. Large sm udge left of top  m ast No. 6
in various rows 50,00

V10. Stroke ru n n in g  dow nw ard from  tip  of
pen n an t, No. 10 in various rows 50,00
C ylinder — Exterior

V ll. W hite blob in “N ” of REVENUE.
Row 3 /8  50,00

V12. Breaks in fram e over “S” and  “K” of
SUIDAFRIKA. Row 12/6 50,00

V13. B reak in oval fram e a t top  right.
Row 19/11 50,00

General
V14. Jo ined  p ap er — block of four 300,00

2d. Unhyphenated Roto Issue
This, the only 2d. p ic torial stam p to be m ade into  rolls, a p ­
peared  in N ovem ber 1931. T h e  cylinders were etched from  
the sam e m ultipositives as were used for the sheet stam ps of 
Issues 1 to 3. Rows 2 an d  3 of the in terio r and  rows 3 and  4 
of the exterior were re-used, so some of the m inor in terio r 
m ultipositive flaws can  be found  in a stam p w ith the  inscrip ­
tions in  English instead  of A frikaans or vice versa. V ignettes 
and  fram es in the fitted-in  rows are slightly pa le r th a n  the 
rem ainder.

S trip n u m b er 6 is of p a rtic u la r interest, as the row 20 stam p 
has the pro jection  n ea r the top  of the  value circle, as in Issue 
3, showing th a t the rolls were the penu ltim ate  production . 
T h e  presence of p a rt of an  arrow  at the jun c tio n  of rows 10 
an d  11 shows tha t these tiny arrows were still present on the 
m ultipositive even a t this la te  stage. However, there is no trace 
of the top an d  bo ttom  arrows, and  because stam ps from  strip  
n u m b er 1 are so rare, it has no t been possible to check for the 
lefthand  one.

M int
R13 2d. Grey and lilac. U nbroken “proving” 

strip of 22 stamps w ith  up right or 
inverted watermark 300,00

Varieties Vert, pair 
M /U

VI. Large vertical grey m ark  in sky
betw een the towers. Row 1/3 75,00

V2. L ilac line ru nn ing  th rough  the “d ” of
2d. to “E” of POSSEEL. Row 5 /4  75,00
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V3. W hite “rift” in cloud on the right of
the centre chimney. Row 20 /5  75,00

V4. W ith  one stam p darker than  the
other 75,00

Hyphenated Pictorials
A lthough only the ‘A d. and  Id . values of the hyphenated  
group were m ade into rolls, there were qu ite a n u m b er of d if­
ferent issues which, for convenience, have been listed u n der 
three different headings.

Because they were perforated  to a d ifferent gauge from  
those th a t followed, the first of the ‘A d. and  Id . issues have 
been dealt w ith separately from  the rem ainder, w hich h ad  the 
norm al perforation. These in tu rn  have been  separated  into 
two sections; first the bicoloured and  then  the m onochrom e, 
bu t in each case all the ‘A d. issues have been listed first, then  
those of the Id.
First Hyphenated Bi-coloured Issues 
Perf. 13V2 x 14
T he first ’A d. and  Id. roll stam ps w ith the hyphenated  spell­
ing of SUID-AFRIKA, which appeared  in 1935, differed from  
all those w hich followed in  th a t they were perfo ra ted  by a sin ­
gle comb Grover appliance instead of the 11 row com b m a ­
chine. This single comb m achine h ad  previously been  used to 
perforate the th ird  and  fourth  groups of the postage due labels 
and  the typographed booklet stam ps of 1927, so they all have 
13 com plete holes betw een two colum ns of perforations in ­
stead of the usual 14. T his gave a gauge of 13’A instead  of 14‘A, 
and the cylinders h ad  to be etched in such a way th a t there was 
a narrow  gu tte r between stam ps 6 and  7 of each row.

This appliance h ad  two perfo rating  heads, so th a t the 
sheets which it perforated  norm ally  showed one or two extra 
perforation holes on the left m arg in  at the end  of each row; 
when the d irection was reversed the  two holes were on the 
right m arg in . Missing perforation  holes abound , there som e­
times being as m any as seven of them  around  a single stamp!

T h a t the m ultipositives were p repared  from  at least new 
exterior m aster negatives is proved by the presence of ch a rac ­
teristics in the odd-num bered  stam ps in the odd-num bered  
rows in both  values. In  the ’A d. value these take the form  of 
a darker green m ark  n ear the lefthand  end  of the bo ttom  bar, 
and in  the Id . there is a small white do t above the tip  of the 
top leaf in the left side of the w reath . N aturally  they show up 
better on lightly inked copies.

Strangely enough  — as they were to be used for the p r in t­
ing  of roll stam ps only -  the m ultipositives consisted of 20 
rows, and  in all four cylinders the  sam e rows — the  th ird  and 
fou rth  — were those re-used. In  the strips the  fitted-in  rows 
show very clearly because in row 21 of the ’A d. the fram es are 
m uch  darker, and  in the  sam e row in the  Id. value it is the 
vignettes th a t  are m uch  d arker th a n  any of the others. O n the 
’A d. stam p of row 3 n u m b er 8 there is a dark  green m ark  a 
little  to the righ t of the top  bar, and  in row 4 n u m b er 9 there 
are two d arker green m arks in the top b ar n ear the lefthand  
end. T hey are of m ultipositive origin, b u t w hen they repeat 
in  the corresponding stam ps of rows 21 an d  22 they are white! 
In  the Id . stam p of row 3 n u m b er 8 a b lack line ru nn ing  
downwards n ear the top  of the oval repeats in row 21.

W hen  the first rolls of bo th  values were p roduced , no 
m echan ica l m eans h ad  yet been found of slitting  the web into 
strips. Like the unhyphenated  issues therefore, they h ad  to be 
separa ted  by h an d , and  there is thus no m eans of d istinguish­
ing them  from  strips to rn  from  the sheets, in w hich form  they 
appeared  subsequently. Stam ps from  the la te r rolls of this 
and  all the subsequent issues show cuts th rough  the p erfo ra­
tion  at the ir sides, and  are thus easily identified  as being from 
rolls. R epa ir joins are rare.

O n the sheets of bo th  values there  was a short horizontal 
line in the colour of the fram e on bo th  m argins a t the ju n c ­
tion  of the 21st an d  22nd  rows. A featu re  of the p rin tin g  of 
the ’A d. stam ps was th a t the cylinders revolved in the o p po ­
site d irection  to the norm al, w ith the consequence th a t the 
sheet num bers, four-figure b lack in  each  case, are found only 
on the left m arg in . T h e  ex tra perfo ra tion  hole, where it oc­
curs, is on the righ t m arg in .

T here  were no transpositions of the cylinders in the Id. 
denom ination , while in the 'Ad. there were three. They show 
very clearly in control blocks of 6 stam ps from  either the left 
or the righ t of the sheet. T h e  missing line of shad ing  between 
the bu ck ’s left h o rn  an d  ear, an d  a vertical line at the right- 
h an d  edge of the vignette, w hich were on num bers 2 and  11 
in row 21, respectively, of the in te rio r cylinder, are in fram e 
row 20 in one version; in row 22 in another, while they are a b ­
sent in the th ird  because they fell in row 5. In  this last version 
they fall in fram es of the o ther language, and  it is interesting 
to note th a t there was no p rin tin g  in w hich the rows of the two 
cylinders were correctly m atched .

Part of two rows showing gutter m argin  and  sheet num ber at left
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Varieties

R14

R15 V6. Vert. Pair
M int Used

R14 Vid. Grey and green. U prigh t or
inverted watermark 15,00 10,00

a. Pale silver-grey and green.
Inverted watermark 20,00 15,00

Varieties
M ultipositive M /U

VI. Green dot to righ t of top bar. Row
3 /8  25,00

V2. W hite do t to righ t of top  bar. Row
21/8 25,00

V3. Two d arker green m arks in lefthand
end of top bar. Row 4 /9  25,00

V4. Two white m arks in lefthand  end  of
top bar. Row 2 2 /9  25,00

V5. Strip of 5 w ith VI and  V2 50,00
V6. Strip of 5 w ith V3 and  V4 50,00

Cylinder
V7. W hite m ark  betw een “d ” and  stop of

value. Row 9 /5  25,00
V8. Green b ar over “R I” of AFRIKA.

Row 10/1 25,00
V9. W ith  fram e of one stam p m uch

darker w ith u p rig h t or inverted 
w aterm ark  25,00

RMS Vid. Grey and G reen. U pright or 
inverted watermark 

a. Pale silver-grey and green. 
Inverted watermark

Controls  -  per block o f  fo u r

Hor. Pair
M int Used

7,00 7,00

10,00 10,00

M /U
Ca. W ith  green line on left or right

m arg in 50,00
Cb. W ith  sheet n u m b er on left m arg in 25,00
Cc. W ith  g u tte r m arg in  betw een two

vertical pairs 25,00

M ultipositive 
VI. G reen dot to right of top  bar. Row 

3 /8
V2. W hite do t to righ t of top  bar. Row 

21/8
V3. Two darker green m arks in lefthand  

end  of top bar. Row 4 /9  
V4. Two w hite m arks in  lefthand  end  of 

top  bar. Row 22 /9  
V5. Block of 12 stam ps w ith VI to V4

Cylinder
V6. W hite m ark  betw een “d ” an d  stop of 

value. Row 9 /5  
V7. G reen b a r  over “R I” of AFRIKA. 

Row 10/1
V8. Block of four w ith fram es of upper 

stam ps ligh ter or darker 
V9. Block missing perforation  holes 

Note: W ith  u p rig h t or inverted 
w aterm ark  VI to V4, V6 and  V7, 
prices as listed u n d e r R14.

R15 Id. Grey and carm ine. U p righ t or 
inverted watermark

A

Vert.
M int

10,00

SOUTH

s
Design Characteristics

Varieties
M ultipositive 

VI. B lack vertical line n ear top  of oval.
Row 3 and  21/8 

V2. S trip  of 5 stam ps with VI repeated

Cylinder
V3. Two parallel lines th rough  m oun ta in  

and  boat. Row 9 /7  
V4. Large b lack do t below pen n an t. Row 

7/6
V5. R ed b reak  in w hite line below “FR” 

of AFRICA. Row 4 /3  
V6. W ith  vignette of one stam p m uch  

darker

50,00

30.00
25.00

Pair
Used

10.00

M /U

25.00
50.00

25.00

25.00

25.00

25.00
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Hor. Pair 
M int Used

R15S Id. Grey and carm ine. U prigh t or
inverted watermark 10,00 10,00

Vert. Pair 
M int Used

R16 I/2 d. Grey-black and m yrtle or
bright greyish green 50,00 15,00

C o n tr o ls  -  p e r  b lo c k  o f  f o u r  M /U
Ca. W ith  red line in left or right m arg in  100,00
Cb. W ith  sheet n u m b er on righ t m arg in  30,00
Cc. W ith  gu tte r betw een two vertical

pairs 30,00

Varieties
M ultipositive

VI. As listed u n der R15 20,00
V2. Block of five pairs w ith VI repeated  100,00

Cylinder
V3. to V5. As listed u n der R15 20,00
V6. Block w ith vignettes m uch  darker in

u p per or lower p a ir 30,00
V7. Block with missing perforation  hole(s) 30,00

Later Hyphenated Bi-coloured Issues — 
1416 x 14
In  this section the four issues of the Vid. stam ps have been 
listed chronologically, followed by the two issues of the Id. 
denom ination , also in the o rder in  w hich they appeared . All 
had  the w aterm ark u p righ t only, and  were slit into  rolls by 
m echanical means.

l/id . Size 1 8 ,5  x 2 2 ,5  mm Issue
T he first of these Vid. rolls w ith the redraw n fram e design 
were delivered on 19 O ctober 1937. T hey were p rin ted  from  
cylinders Nos. 21 in terio r and  30 exterior, which were p ro b ­
ably produced  from  the sam e 20 row m ultipositives as the 
sheet issues 5 to 13. A lthough the num bers of the rows of the 
m ultipositive which were re-used to etch  the 21st an d  22nd 
rows are no t known, the stam ps of Row 22 can  be d istin ­
guished in a strip  by the ir slightly d arker vignettes and  
frames. T he stam ps in this row are also slightly to the left of 
those in the rows above and  below.

These roll stam ps are extrem ely scarce a lthough  there were 
two p rin ting  runs. In  the first the stam ps h ad  the usual m yrtle 
green fram es, bu t in the second they were a b righ t greyish 
green. These la tte r often have sm all b lack m arks in  various 
positions. Due to a defect in the etch ing  of the vignettes at 
least three of them  have a very pale appearance  which has 
earned  them  the nam e of the “W hite-faced buck”. All are on 
English inscribed stam ps, in the 16th or the  18th rows of d if­
ferent strips.

R16 V2.

Varieties M /U
VI. W ith  one stam p d arker th a n  the

o ther 100,00
V2. Buck’s head  an d  neck very m uch

paler on one stam p. Rows 16 or 18 of 
d ifferen t strips 100,00

V3. W ith  one or m ore b lack m arks on
fram es 60,00

V4. W hite blob above “FR” of AFRICA.
Row 2 75,00

16 d. First Size 1 8 ,25  x 2 2 ,2 5  mm Issue
T h e  previous ed ition  of this work listed only one roll stam p 
in this fo rm at, b u t it was discovered only recently th a t there 
were two, as de ta iled  a t the  tim e in  the  South African Philatelist. 
A ccording to this, the stam ps were p roduced  from  cylinders 
Nos. 23 in terio r an d  24 exterior, an d  deliveries were m ade b e ­
tween 2 N ovem ber 1939 and  11 m arch  1940.

T his an d  the  next roll issue in this fo rm at were produced  
from  the sam e 20 row m ultipositives as the sheet stam ps of 
Issue 14, b u t in this case two sections of 11 rows each, com pris­
ing  rows 3 to 13 and  2 to 12 of bo th  the m ultipositives, were 
used to m ake up  the 22 rows w ith the narrow er g u tte r falling 
betw een the rows 13 an d  2. T h e  issue has been given the n u m ­
ber 16A.

These stam ps, w hich are rare, can  be d istinguished from 
those of the  very com m on following Issue 17 by the ir fram e 
colour, w hich is distinctive grey-blue, and  the  absence of the 
w idening of the  le fthand  ends of the  w hite lines above the 
words POSTAGE and  R EV EN U E or POSSEEL an d  IN ­
KOM STE, w hich are such a feature of the la ter issue.

Vert. Pair 
M int Used

R16A'/2d. Grey-black and grey-blue 50,00 50,00

Varieties
M ultipositive M /U

VI. W hite  projection  from  white fram e
n ear bo ttom  left corner. Row 4/1  100,00
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V2. W hite semi circle n ea r the lefthand  
bar, level w ith the top of value 
shield. Row 6/12 100,00

V3. Two black dots, alm ost joined near 
edge of circle a t 8.30 o’clock. Row 
13/7 100,00
Note: These are the actual 
m ultipositive positions of the 
varieties. VI and  V2 w ould be found 
repeated  in  a strip  of 22.

V2 d. Second Size 18 ,25  x 2 2 ,2 5  mm Issue
Delivery of the next V2 d. roll stam ps com m enced in July 1940 
and  continued un til M arch 1943. T h e  cylinders, num bered  
7020 in terio r and  5 exterior, were again  p roduced  from  the 
sam e multipositives as the  sheets of Issue 14. As far as the 
fram e cylinder was concerned, the norm al p rocedure of using 
all 20 rows was followed in this case, an d  rows 11 an d  12 were 
re-used to etch rows 21 an d  22. T he vignette cylinder was a l­
most certainly the sam e as th a t of the previous issue, a lthough  
it h ad  been given a different num ber.

T here were several p rintings and  they were issued in sheet 
form  from  tim e to tim e in large quantities, so th a t the stam ps 
are not scarce in eithe r form , and  the fram e colours range 
from  green to b lue-green and  grey-green. All these stam ps 
show a distinct w idening of the  lefthand  ends of the white 
lines above the words POSTAGE and  REVENUE, or PO S­
SEEL and  INKOM STE, caused by the doctor blade.

T he sheets h ad  five-figure b lack sheet num bers on the 
right m argin  and , in addition , there were two horizontal 
b lack lines, 10 and  12 rows ap art, on bo th  m argins. A very 
short one on the left and  a longer one on the righ t were g ener­
ally a t the ends of the fifth  or n in th  rows, while on those in 
the 15th or 19th rows, the very short line was on the right. 
T here  were yet o ther very rare  versions in w hich the lines 
would have been at the ends of the 11th and  21st rows of the 
sheet and , in the rolls, in the language of the fram es in which 
vignette flaws usually appear.

R17 ‘Ad. Grey-black and green. Shades

Varieties

Vert. Pair 
M int Used 
2,00 1,00

M ultipositive M /U
VI. W hite projection from  white fram e

near bottom  left corner. Row 4/1  5,00
V2. W hite semi-circle n ear lefthand  bar, 

level w ith top of value shield. Row 
6/12 5,00

V3. Two black dots, alm ost joined, near 
edge of circle at 8.30 o’clock. Row 
13/7 5,00

V4. Large green dot n ea r bo ttom  left
corner. Row 16/1 5,00

V5. G reen sm udge in cen tre of g u tte r
betw een rows 19 an d  20/12 5,00

C ylinder — In terio r 
V6. W hite line below an d  paralle l with

b uck ’s righ t ear. Various rows / I I  5,00

C ylinder — Exterior 
V7. Large green dot below rig h th an d  end

of top  bar. Row 2/1 5,00

Hor. Pair 
M int Used

R17S Vid. Grey-black and green. Shades.
From sheets w ith  w id en in g  of 
the lefth an d  ends o f the w hite  
lines above POSTAGE and  
R E V E N U E  or POSSEEL and  
INK O M STE 2,00 1,00

R17S

Controls  -  p er block o f  fo u r  M /U
C a. W ith  b lack line on left o r righ t

m arg in  100,00
Cb. W ith  five-figure b lack sheet n u m b er

on rig h t m arg in  25,00

Varieties
As listed u n de r R17 VI to V7 4,00

Z2 d. Size 18 x 22  mm Issue
Deliveries of these, the  last of the 'Ad. b i-coloured roll 
stam ps, were m ade betw een 24 July and  5 N ovem ber 1947, 
and  they are fairly scarce. T hey were p rin ted  from  cylinders 
39 in te rio r an d  54 exterior: T h e  form er alm ost certain ly  the 
sam e as th a t w hich p roduced  the vignettes of the  sheet stam ps 
of Issue 15 an d  the la tte r definitely from  the one which p ro ­
duced  the fram es of Issues 15 to 22 inclusive. T his w ould have 
represented  the first use of this fram e m ultipositive w hen its 
well know n varieties were no t p resent, m aking  reconstruction  
difficult.

However, there is no do ub t th a t a lthough  this fram e m u l­
tipositive consisted of 22 rows, the  cylinder was etched  from
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rows 1 to 20 and  rows 11 and  12 re-used for the 21st and  22nd 
rows. This is why the fram es of the  stam ps in row 22 are 
darker and  to the left of those above and  below. Also the g u t­
ter between rows 21 and  22 is narrower, and  th a t betw een 
rows 22 and  1 w ider a t the  lefthand  end  than  the  right. T h a t 
some o ther stam ps have slightly darker fram es th a n  the others 
is due to unevenness in the etching, and  not to any fitting  in 
of 21st and  22nd rows.

Both cylinders were unscreened, and  the stam ps are very 
sim ilar in appearance to the sheet stam ps of Issue 15, in th a t 
the buck’s horns have the  sam e outlines, b u t the cross- 
hatch ing  which is the feature of Issues 15, 15A and  16 is in ­
distinct, or in m ost cases com pletely absent. T h e  roll stam ps 
can thus, in  the absence of o ther features, only be identified  
by the cut th rough  the perforation  a t the ir sides. Only very 
m inor varieties have been found.

Vert. Pair 
M int Used

R18 Vid. Grey-black and blue-green 10,00 10,00

Variety M /U
VI. W ith  gu tte r m easuring  2 m m  instead 

of 2,5 m m  an d  slight m isalignm ent 
of fram es 25,00

Id. Size 18 ,5  x 2 2 ,5  mm Issue
Delivery of these stam ps com m enced in Jan u ary  1937, and  
they were p rin ted  from  cylinders 23 in terio r and  24 exterior. 
As, however, these cylinders were g round  off an d  re-etched 
for p rin ting  the next issue of Id. roll stam ps, they have been 
num bered here as 23(1) and  24(1) when describ ing this issue, 
and  as 23(2) and  24(2) for the second.

Cylinders 23(1) and  24(1) were etched from  new m ultiposi­
tives although  the m aster negatives were p robably  the same 
as those which p roduced  the m ultipositives for the  cylinders 
which p rin ted  the sheet stam ps of Issues 12 to 14. These m u l­
tipositives consisted of 20 rows, of w hich in bo th  cases rows 5 
and  6 were re-used for the fitted-in  rows 21 an d  22. T h e  col­
ours of these fitted-in  rows m a tch  those of the o th er 20 rows 
very well, bu t the fram es of the stam ps in row 22 are slightly 
to the left of the correct a lignm ent w ith those above and  
below.

A very small quantity, just over 500 sheets, was sold in post 
offices, and  thus in  this form  the stam ps are rare, especially 
since they can 'on ly  be identified  when in pairs or blocks by 
the presence of cylinder varieties. For this reason it has not 
been possible to pu t a price on a basic pair of the stam ps from  
these sheets, which h ad  short horizontal b lack and  red  lines 
spaced respectively 1,5 an d  3 m m  ap a rt on the left and  right 
m argins in the centre of row 22. T he four-figure b lack sheet 
num bers were on the righ t m argin .

Vert. Pair 
M int Used

R19 Id. Grey to grey-black and
carm ine rose. Shades 15,00 10,00

Varieties M /U
VI. W ith  fram es ou t of vertical alignm ent 50,00
V2. Two sloping red  lines, one th rough  

SO U T H  AFRICA an d  the  o ther 4,5 
m m  lower. Row 4 /3  50,00

V3. Broken fram e above “U ” of SUID.
Row 9/11 50,00

V4. Red sm udge th rough  right side of
oval. Row 11/2 50,00

V5. W ith  b lack scratch  lines th rough  
lower parts  of rigging. Row 13/10 
to 12 50,00

V6. C urved red  line w ith large dot in 
centre of it in  u p p e r right of oval.
Row 15/4 50,00

V7. Red sm udge covering p a rt of “E” and
all of “V ” of REVENUE. Row 17/8 50,00

Hor. pa ir  
M int Used

R19S Id. Grey and carm ine-rose. From
sheets -  -

Controls  -  p er block o f  fo u r  M /U
Ca. W ith  b lack and  red  lines from  left or

righ t m arg in  500,00
Cb. W ith  stam ps of one horizontal p a ir 

ou t of alignm ent w ith those above or 
below 100,00

Varieties IT „  .Hor. Pair
As listed u n de r R19 V2 to V7 50,00

Id. Size 18 x 22  mm Issue
These stam ps were p rin ted  from  cylinders 23(2) in terio r and  
24(2) exterior, first deliveries having been  m ade in Ju ne  1940. 
A lthough  the fram e m aster negative was probably  the same 
as th a t w hich was used for the sheet stam ps of Issue 15 and  
the corresponding booklet stam ps, the  m ultipositive was new, 
consisting of 20 rows, 17 and  18 of w hich were re-used to etch 
rows 21 and  22. Most of the stam ps have fram es of a b righ t 
rose-carm ine colour an d  the  horizontal lines in  the  final “E” 
of REV EN U E and  IN K O M STE are sm udged over, which 
m akes recognition easy.

T hey  were also issued in  sheets of 240 stam ps, an d  as there 
were alm ost 5 000 of these sheets, they are no t scarce in this 
form . Strangely enough , in the roll form  they are. T he sheets 
h ad  short horizontal b lack an d  red  lines p rin ted  one over the
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other on bo th  m argins just below the jun c tio n  of rows 21 and  
22, and  there were five-figure b lack sheet num bers on the 
righ t m argin.

Two transpositions have been found, one in the roll form  
an d  the o ther from  the sheet; the  colours of bo th  slightly 
paler th a n  in the no rm al printings. In  the roll the  transposi­
tion is over one row only, so th a t the vignette varieties ap p ear 
in fram es one row h igher than  norm ally, an d  of course in 
those having the inscriptions in the o ther language. T he 
transposition in sheet form , a g reat rarity, has the vignette 
varieties three rows lower, w hich again  causes them  to ap p ear 
in a different language fram e. T here  are paralle l b lack o b ­
lique lines ru nn ing  th rough  two o r m ore rows an d  in  the righ t 
or left of the ovals.

Vert. Pair 
M int Used

R20 Id. Grey-black and rose carm ine
to deep red 15,00 10,00

Varieties M /U
VI. Short b lack line to the righ t of the

top m ast. Rows 1 or 2 /4 40,00
V2. Hook shaped black line n ear top

right of oval. Rows 13 or 14/12 40,00
V3. C urved b lack line jo in ing  m iddle and

lower yardarm s. Rows 14 or 15/10 40,00
V4. Black line on u p pe r righ t edge of

oval. Rows 16 or 17/10 40,00
V5. C urved black line a t top of oval.

Rows 19 or 20 /3 40,00
V6. Thickened lines of shading left of top

yardarm , “C loud”. Row 21 o r 22/10 40,00

R20S V6.

R20 V6.

Hor. Pair 
M int Used

R20S Id. Grey-black and deep red.
From sheets 10,00 10,00

Controls -  p er  block o f  fo u r  M /U
Ca. W ith  b lack and  red  lines in  left or

right m arg in  250,00
Cb. W ith  five-figure b lack sheet num bers

on right m arg in  25,00

Varieties
As in R20 — in  the  lower row —
VI to V6 20,00

The Monochrome Pictorials
T h e  p rin tin g  of the  Vid. an d  Id . roll stam ps from  single cylin­
ders in the colours of green and  red  respectively was begun 
in February  an d  Septem ber 1943 respectively as a war m eas­
ure, b u t except for a short period  in  1947, w hen there was a 
re tu rn  to a Vid. value b icoloured issue (No. R18), they were 
produced  in single colours for the rem ainder of the U nion 
period. T h e  draw ings for these stam ps were done by J. L. 
Booysen. T here  were six issues in all, three for each  value, 
p roduced  a t d ifferent tim es an d  the Vid. ones have been list­
ed first, followed by the pennies.

T hey differed from  the ir predecessors in th a t they were 
p rin ted  from  screened cylinders an d  in  the  sam e designs as 
h ad  previously been used on postcards. T hus all the English 
inscribed Vid. stam ps have the interesting  characteristic th a t 
the place nam e South A frica is positioned slightly too high in 
its curved panel, a featu re  which shows u p  qu ite  clearly when 
a com parison is m ade w ith the A frikaans stam ps.

As none of the m onochrom e roll stam ps was sold in sheet 
form , reconstruction  (except in two cases as will be explained) 
only becam e possible w hen it was discovered th a t one of the 
num bers pencilled  on the w rapper enclosing each roll was ac ­
tually  the strip  num ber, b u t coun ting  from  righ t to left.

Vid. First Size 1 8 ,5  x 22  mm Issue
First delivery of these stam ps was m ade in February  1943, 
p rin ted  from  cylinder No. 6911. T his cylinder was etched 
from  a new m ultipositive, w hich was used again  in the 
p roduction  of the next issue. As it was possible to reconstruct 
this second issue, a com parison of the  m ultipositive varieties 
has enab led  this issue to be reconstructed  too, and  the posi­
tion  of the cylinder varieties in a reconstructed  sheet can  thus 
be quoted .

A lthough  the screening of C ylinder 6911 was fine and  reg u ­
lar, this only shows on some p arts  of very lightly inked copies. 
In  m ost cases it appears as m osaic, and  is easily recognised. 
T h e  m ultipositive consisted of 20 rows, an d  of these num bers 
17 and  18 were re-used to etch  those of 21 an d  22 on the
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cylinder. Stam ps in row 21 are slightly darker th a n  the rest, 
and  the gu tte r betw een the fitted-in  rows is 2 m m  instead of 
the 2,25 m m  elsewhere.

R21 and R22

Vert. Pair 
M int Used

R21 'Ad. Green. Shades to blue-green 0,20 0,20

Varieties
M ultipositive 

VI. L ine from  buck’s left ea r to edge of 
circle. Row 3/12 

V2. Line from  left end  of top b a r  past 
buck’s nose. Rows 17 and  21/11 

V3. Strip of five with V2 on first an d  last 
stam ps

Cylinder
V4. Large white blob righ t of buck’s

neck. Row 2 /3 1,00
V5. L ight patch  a t base of buck’s horn .

Row 14/7 1,00
V6. Large do t betw een buck’s face and

edge of circle. Row 22/12 1,00

l/ 2d. Second Size 18 ,5  x 22  mm Issue
Cylinder No. 39, which p roduced  the second issue of the Vid. 
m onochrom e roll stam ps in this fo rm at, was qu ite  the worst 
from  a production  poin t of view of all those used to p rin t the 
U nion’s stam ps by rotogravure. T h e  screening, though  reg u ­
lar, was coarse. This m akes it easy to distinguish the  stam ps 
of this from  those of the R21 issue, particu larly  w hen the 
corners are com pared u n der a m agnifier.

T he etching was very uneven, so th a t there are ligh ter and  
darker patches, even on the sam e stam p, and , in  addition , 
the stam ps show a m ultip licity  of flaws an d  scratches. I t  is the 
latter, which sometimes ru n  across the vertical gu tters into 
the adjoining stam p or stam ps, which have m ade the recon­
struction possible.

Not surprisingly, therefore, this issue h ad  a very short life. 
Only 1 123 rolls of 1 012 stam ps and  1 784 rolls of 506 were

M /U

1,00

1,00

10,00

R23

delivered, subsequent to 25 May 1948. T hus the  stam ps are 
scarce, an d  it has not been possible to determ ine which were 
the  re-used rows of the  m ultipositive. In  contrast the fitting-in  
was well done, b o th  as regards the  d ep th  of etch ing  and  the 
alignm ent. Needless to say, only the m ajo r varieties have been 
listed and , where an  ad join ing  stam p is m entioned, its posi­
tion  in  the  reconstruction  is referred  to.

R22

R22 Vid. Green or b lu ish  green

Vert. Pair  
M int Used
3,00 3,00

Varieties
M ultipositive M /U

VI. T h e  sam e line as in the co rrespond­
ing stam p of R21 VI b u t now m uch  
thicker and  longer, hence the  nam e 
“Rope”, ru n n in g  righ t across stam p.
Row 3/12 20,00

V2. L ine from  left end  of top  b a r  past tip
of bu ck ’s nose. Row 17/11 20,00
C ylinder

V3. L ine from  buck’s left ea r an d  horn  
across its nose on the ad join ing  
stam p. Row 2 /4  an d  5 20,00

V4. Two lines, the  m a in  one ru n n in g
from  the  top  of the value shield of one 
stam p th rough  REV EN U E on the 
ad jo in ing  stam p. Row 3/10 and  11 20,00

V5. D iam ond  shaped  scratch  th rough
righ t h o rn  an d  ear, also a w hite line 
betw een ea r an d  shoulder. Row 4 /6  20,00

V6. L ine ru n n in g  th rough  the  bo ttom  
righ t corner of one up  th rough  the 
buck ’s r ig h t e a r an d  h o rn  on ad jo in ­
ing stam p. Row 4 /7  + 8 20,00

R22 V2. R24 V6. R25 V5.

V2 d. Third Size 1 8 ,5  x 2 2 ,2 5  mm Issue
Deliveries of this, the  last of the  Vid. p ictorial roll stamps, 
com m enced in O ctober 1948. T hey were p rin ted  from
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cylinder No. 6045 w hich o rig inated  from  a new 22 row m u l­
tipositive. C ontrary  to the practice w ith the sheet stam ps, 
where the tendency was gradually  to reduce the size, these 
stam ps were m ade longer than  those of R21 and  R22, w ith a 
consequent reduction  in the spacing to 2 m m  — except b e ­
tween rows 22 an d  1, where it is 2,5 m m .

Because they are slightly longer and  show a fine regular 
screening, particularly  a t the ir corners, the  stam ps are easily 
identified . R econstruction  was done by m eans of the n u m ­
bers pencilled on the w rappers, b u t stam ps from  strip  6 were 
never sold.

Vert. Pair  
M int Used

R23 Vid. Green 0,20 0,10

Varieties M /U
VI. W hite blob between buck’s righ t ear

and  circle. Row 1/12 1,00
V2. O blique line above top  bar. Row 8/12 1,00
V3. W hite curved line below buck’s

muzzle. Row 9/7 1,00
V4. W hite blob righ t of an d  n ear bo ttom

of lefthand  bar. Row 10/2 1,00
V5. Vertical line below “I” of AFRIKA.

Row 18/1 1,00
V6. L ine from  first “A” of AFRICA  to

base of horns. Row 19/1 1,00
V7. Vertical sm udge th rough  perforation

gu tte r into  ad join ing stam ps. Row 22
and  1/4 1,00

Id. Size 18 ,25  x 22 mm Issue
Deliveries of the first m onochrom e Id . roll stam p com m enced 
in Septem ber 1943 and  con tinued  a t intervals un til early in 
1948. P rin ted  from  a coarse regular screened cylinder no. 16, 
the stam ps are plentifu l, as m ight be expected from  the ir long 
period of currency. T h e  regu lar screening shows clearly in 
very lightly inked copies, b u t hardly at all on the  rem ainder.

T he m ultipositive consisted of 20 rows of which Nos. 3 and  
4 were re-used to etch the 21st and  22nd rows on the cylinder. 
Stam ps from  these two rows are noticeably darker th a n  the 
others, and  the gu tte r betw een them  is m uch  narrower, being 
only 1,5 m m  instead of 2 m m . So far it has only been  possible 
to position strips 3, 4, 6, 9 and  12, so the strip  num ber in 
which some varieties occur canno t be quoted . Some stam ps 
exhibit w hat have becom e known as the “Blazing Sun” variety 
because the parts of the design which delin iate the rays have 
not p rinted . Being difficult to define exactly, they have not 
been listed.

Vert. Pair 
M int Used

R24 Id. Red 0,30 0,20

Varieties
M ultipositive 

VI. Vertical line jo in ing  forelam p to 
small boat. Rows 22 an d  4 

V2. D ot in the angle form ed by the lower 
yardarm  an d  its ropes. Rows 22 an d  4 

V3. S trip  of 5 w ith VI on first an d  last 
stam ps

V4. Strip  of 5 w ith V2 on first an d  last 
stam ps
Cylinder

V5. W hite pa tch  conta in ing  a cluster of 
dots, in the n ear bo ttom  left corner.
Row 19/9

V6. Large w hite p a tch  in  righ t fram e of 
la ter printings. Row 19/3 

V7. Sm aller white patch  n ear bo ttom  left 
corner. Row 21 of the sam e strip  as V6 

V8. W hite  pa tch  below sm all boat and  
from  hull to edge of oval

General
V9. Very b lu rred  20,00

Id. Size 18 ,2 5  x 2 2 ,2 5  mm Issue
D erived from  the  sam e 22 row m ultipositive, the last two is­
sues of the Id. p ic torial roll stam ps are sim ilar to one another 
in every way. T hey can  only be d ifferen tia ted  w hen some vari­
ety or o th er identify ing featu re  is present, so they have been 
listed u n der a single n u m b er — R25.

T h e  first, p rin ted  from  cylinder No. 24, appeared  in  1949 
and  the second, from  cylinder No. 97, in 1953. T hus stam ps 
of the form er are com paratively p lentifu l whereas those of the 
latter, soon superseded by stam ps from  the A nim al series, had  
a short life an d  the ir varieties are scarce. Besides being slight­
ly longer th a n  the stam ps of R24, the ir screening is m uch  
finer, w hich m akes them  com paratively easy to distinguish 
from  one another.

Except for the fact th a t stam ps from  strip  n u m b er 2 of cyl­
inder No. 24 were no t sold, it is possible to reconstruct the 
stam ps of bo th  cylinders. Some sm all distinguishing features 
betw een the two prin tings are present in the perforation  
g u tte r betw een rows 22 and  1. All eleven of these pairs from  
cylinder No. 24 have parts  of broken lines in  the gutter. In  the 
case of No. 97, the few pairs th a t show them  have m uch  
fa in te r lines in  a d ifferen t p a tte rn , an d  the  lower stam p is a l­
ways slightly to the  right of the one above instead of directly 
in alignm ent with it. These lines in the g u tte r are caused by 
incom plete sealing before e tch ing  of the  ends of the carbon  
tissue where they m et on the cylinder circum ference.

Vert. Pair 
M int Used

R 25 Id. Red. Shades 0,30 0,20

M /U

1.50

1.50

5.00

5.00

1.50

1.50

1.50

1.50
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Varieties
M ultipositive 

VI. “C loud” in  sunrays. Row 10/4
M /U
1,50

R25 R25 V3.

V2.

V3.
V4.
V5.

V6.

V7.

Cylinder No. 24
W ith  line in perforation  g u tte r in ­
dicating  any of the eleven pairs from  
rows 22 and  1
Blazing sun. Row 2 /7  and  9 
Curved hyphen. Row 3 /4  
Large white p a tch  on sterncastle. 
Row 6/12
“C loud” to left of ship (M ulti.) and  
no line through  “K” of AFRIKA. 
Row 16/9
“Birds” a round  p en n an t. Row 21/8

1.50
1.50
1.50

1.50

1.50
1.50

w w w wnnanaarc

R25 VI. R25 V12.

Cylinder No. 97
W ith  lower stam p slightly to the right 
of the one above. Rows 22 an d  1 
W hite curved line th rough  top and 
m iddle yardarm  and  a light patch  
above “GE” of POSTAGE. Row 7/7 
Large dot in fifth  sunray. Row 8 /3  
Line across sunrays to righ t fram e. 
Row 14/11

V12. “C loud” to left of ship (M ulti.) and 
line through  “K” of AFRIKA. Row 
16/9

V8.

V9.

V10.
V ll.

5,00

5.00
5.00

5.00

5,00

Id. A nim al Series Roll Stamps with 
Springbok Watermark
T h e  Id . roll stam ps w ith  the B lack W ildebees design and 
Springbok head  w aterm ark  first app eared  in D ecem ber 1954. 
T hey were p rin ted  from  cylinder No. 27, w hich h ad  been p ro ­
cessed from  a 22 row m ulti-positive, of w hich rows 2 to 21 
were used for e tch ing  the  sheet stam ps of Issues 1 and  4. 
Therefore, a p a rt from  unbroken  proving strips of 21 or m ore 
stam ps, the only distinguishing featu re  betw een those taken 
from  sheets and  rolls are the cuts th rough  the side perforation  
of the latter, unless they have a variety only found in the 
stam ps from  cylinder No. 27. M ultipositive varieties are listed 
in the ir ac tual positions, one row lower th a n  the row in which 
they appeared  on sheets of Issues 1 an d  4.

Twelve d ifferen t strips, com prising the whole w idth of the 
web, were on sale. Stam ps in  row 1 are  very slightly to the 
righ t of correct a lignm ent w ith  those of row 22 above. In  the 
early p rin tings pairs from  strip  No. 12 consisting of stam ps 
from  these two rows d id  no t have the line in the  rig h th an d  
end  of the g u tte r  betw een them , w hich is present in the later 
printings.

Towards the  end  of 1960 these roll stam ps were m ade avail­
able in  sheet form  of 240 (20 rows x 12) each  w ith side m argins 
only. T here  were five-figure b lack  sheet num bers on the right 
m arg in ; som e sheets h ad  only one num ber, and  where there 
were two, these num bers could be the same, or consecutive. 
T h e  righ t m arg ins also showed the rem ainder of the line in 
the g u tte r  betw een the stam ps of rows 22 and  1 m entioned  
above. T h e  full length  was alm ost 10 m m .

Id. Brick Red

R 26 Id . B rick  red . Shades

Varieties

Single 
M in t Used 
0,20 0,20

M ultipositive M /U
VI. Faint “E xtended h a ir” on muzzle.

Row 2 /3  1,00
V2. T iny  dot betw een “I” and  “C ” of

A FR ICA . Row 2/10 1,00
V3. Faint line from  “S” of SUID to tip  of

righ t h o rn . Row 4 /4  1,00
V4. Dot m idway betw een REVENUE and

Id. Row 19/2 1,00
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V5.
Cylinder
Large blob over hyphen of SUID-
AFRIKA. Row 1/8 1,00

V6. Dot on fram e to left of “S” of
SO U TH . Row 7/1 1,00

V7. Dot in “D ” of SUID. Row 9 /2 1,00
V8. Dot over “D” and  hyphen of SUID-

AFRIKA. Row 11/9 1,00
V9. Line jo in ing  stop of Id. to muzzle.

Row 22/5 1,00
Vert, pa ir

V10. W ith lower stam p slightly to the right
of the one above. Rows 22 an d  1 2,00

V ll. As above bu t w ith line a t r ig h th an d
end of gutter. Rows 22 and  1/12 5,00

Hor. Pair
R 2 6 S ld . B rick  red . F rom  sheets -

Controls M /U
Ca. Block of four with guide m ark  on

right m argin 10,00
Cb. Block of four with sheet n u m b er on

m arg in 10,00
Cc. Strip of 20 stam ps w ith single sheet

num ber 25,00
Cd. Strip of 20 stam ps w ith the sam e

num bers 25,00
Ce. Strip of 20 stam ps w ith consecutive

num bers 25,00

Varieties
As for R26 VI to V9 1,00

Id. A nim al Series Roll Stamp with 
Arms Watermark
T he Id . roll stam ps in the Black W ildebees design, b u t p r in t­
ed on A rm s w aterm ark  paper, appeared  in D ecem ber 1960. 
T hey were p rin ted  from  a screened cylinder No. 95, etched 
from  the sam e m ultipositive as the previous roll issue. T he 
rolls consisted of 506 stam ps, w hich were of a darker shade 
of brick  red  than  the ir predecessors. As before these roll 
stam ps can only be identified  by the ir cu t edges, or the p res­
ence of a variety found in stam ps from  cylinder No. 95. T he 
g u tte r  betw een rows 22 and  1 is slightly wider, 3,5 m m  as 
against the norm al 3 m m .

T he w aterm ark  is generally fa in t an d  the stam ps are 
scarce, due to the ir short period  of currency (only two 
m onths) as they were w ithdraw n w hen decim al currency was 
in troduced  on 14 February  1961.

Single 
M in t Used

R 26A ld. D a rk  b ric k  red . A rm s w ater­
m a rk  1,00 1,00

Varieties
M ultipositive M /U

VI. to V4. As u n d e r R26 5,00

Cylinder
V5. Dot u n der “U ” of SUID. Row 8/11 5,00
V6. Line from  left edge of stam p to tip  of

horn . Row 11/1 5,00
V7. C urved line from  top of last “E” of

REV EN U E to the h a ir on face. Row 
15/9 5,00

V8. Scratch through  tip  of left horn . Row
19/7 5,00

V9. Pair w ith w ider g u tte r  (3,5 m m )
betw een the stam ps 20,00

144



11

Booklets
At different times betw een 1913 and  1951 the K ing George V 
and  pictorial stam ps were issued in booklet form . T h eir 
values were 'Ad., Id ., l'A d., and  2d. of bo th  series in various 
com binations, in panes w hich varied from  two to six stam ps, 
and in booklets priced  betw een 3d. and  3 /6 d . T h e  booklets 
were all sold at the face value of the stam ps they contained, 
and  their production  was stopped after 1951 because the ex­
pense incurred  in m aking  them  up  was no longer justified. 
They are listed here in the chronological o rder of the ir a p ­
pearance, and  grouped together where there was some com ­
m on feature in the ir m ake-up or contents.

2/6d. K ing George V Stamp Booklets
T here were three of these booklets, each m ade up  of panes 
of six stam ps (2 rows x 3), two of the 'Ad. denom ination  and  
four of the Id . These panes differed from  all those which fol­
lowed in th a t they were cut from  sheets of stam ps p repared  
in the norm al m anner, using p a rt of the sheet m argins and  
half of the gu tter for b ind ing  them  into the booklets. This 
m eans th a t h a lf the booklets were bound  (w ith two wire s ta ­
ples), through  the lefthand  side, the o ther h a lf  on the right, 
and all the stam ps h ad  the w aterm ark  up righ t.

T he first two booklets h ad  red covers w ith the w ording 
printed  in black, and  as in bo th  cases the red  colour varies 
from brigh t to dark, the only difference betw een them  is th a t 
the first, Bl, quoted  the in land  and  R hodesia telegraph  rates 
on the back cover, while the second, B2, h ad  only the in land  
rate, plus some Post Office Savings Bank details. T he th ird

j r m m  o f  S o u t h AFRICA,

* POSTAGE J J f a T POST
STAMPS. t J K j m i l t s .

2/e9
UHIE VAN Z U ID  A FH fH A ,

Bl and B2

booklet, B3, h ad  p ink covers and  there is thus no difficulty 
in distinguishing it from  the first two.

It was believed th a t  no  unexploded  exam ple of any of these 
three booklets existed, b u t it is now known th a t {here are at 
least two of each — thus very rare.

No. Covers — B lack on: Interleaves Year

Bl B right to d ark  red U nwaxed 1913
B2 B righ t to d ark  red W axed 1917
B3 Pink W axed 1920

Bl 2 /6  Com plete booklet 2000,00
Ca. Back cover only — stapled

at left or righ t 100,00

B2 2 /6  Com plete B ooklet 2000,00
Ca. Back cover only — stapled

at left or righ t 100,00
Bl and  B2 Ca. Front cover stapled  at left

or right 50,00

UNION OF SOUTH AFRICA. 
UNIE VAN ZUID A F R IK A

POSTAGE POST-

STAMPS. ZEGELS,.

TtUlMWS rnUNB.l< - ■« :
Id  j - i. ■* - *

B3

B3 2 /6  Com plete booklet 2000
Ca. Covers only, stapled  at left

or right 100,00
C om plete panes w ith b ind ing  m argin  
attached

Bl to B3 PI. 'Ad. Pane stapled  a t righ t 200,00
P2. Id. Pane stapled  at right 200,00

3/- and 3 /6d. K ing George V Stamp Booklets
T h e  3/- booklet w hich appeared  in 1921 conta ined  two panes 
of each  of the  'Ad., Id . an d  1 '/id. values, while the 3 /6 d . 
booklet, w hich cam e out in the following year, h ad  two panes 
of the 2d. value in place of the previous 1 'Ad. ones. T he  covers 
of bo th  were salm on-pink, and  panes of all four values were 
p repared  from  sheets of stam ps w hich h ad  been p rin ted  spe­
cially for this purpose to ensure th a t each  pane would have 
its b ind ing  m arg in  on the left. T hus the arrangem en t of the 
stam ps in each row was as shown in the d iagram , and  h a lf of
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the booklets usually had  them  all w ith uprigh t w aterm ark , 
while in the o ther h a lf it was inverted.

A lthough p rin ted  from  sheets having a d ifferent layout 
there is no difference betw een the Vid. an d  Id. stam p panes 
w ith u p righ t w aterm ark  an d  bound  a t the  left, w hether they 
cam e from  any of the five booklets. Being such a novelty, far 
m ore of the panes w ith inverted w aterm ark  were saved, so 
panes with u p righ t w aterm ark  are scarce, particu larly  in the 
2d. value.

T he increase in the  le tter ra te  from  l '/id . to 2d. h ad  not 
been an tic ipated  by the postal adm in istration , w hich was 
thus left w ith a quan tity  of 1 Vid. stam p sheets an d  3/- covers. 
T h e  sheets which had  no top  or bo ttom  m argins were p laced 
on sale over the counter in the no rm al m anner, and  the front 
covers were surcharged “3 /6 ” for the  next series of booklets 
which h ad  2d. in place of the 1 'Ad. stam ps.

Both booklets h ad  the 1 'Ad. rate quoted  on the inside of the 
front and  the outside of the back cover overprinted  w ith a “2” 
or “2d”. T he B4 booklets have eithe r version, b u t B5 only the 
latter. Only the l '/id . tete-beche sheets were sold, b u t some 
of the panes, th rough  incorrect cu tting , show tiny portions of 
upside-dow n stam ps on the ir right. T h e  figures m aking  up 
the surcharge of “3 /6 ” are  no t all of the sam e style. T here  was 
a fu rth er innovation in th a t bo th  booklets h ad  interleaves 
w ith advertisem ents p rin ted  on them .

/

; (Jjb.vVrnk. _>

'Some /S .---- >

. JjSny/. Wmk .

B4 and  B5 P2.

P3.

B1 to B5 P4. 

B4 and  B5 P5.

P6.

B4

B5

U/>.

B4

i- 'fcrr-ie ̂ . ---^<7!— '/c?r7e c  .
Tete-beche layout for B 4 to B7

3 /0  Complete booklet
Ca. Covers only

-  _ T r > V  v V r r , / *

100,00
20,00

UNION OF 
SOUTH AFRICA

Postage Stam ps.

!
!i*. Isi.tiK-' l.onreiKv* <:«
,*.* « e - t

a Ht'TOiumn »i
la , 3d. 1 '< t » ™ (  aod
l a .  JK . <vw*l .(,<!«.

UNIE VAN 
ZUID AFRIKA

Po sl-ze g e b . 

3 / 6

Tete§rafflraen
I .Pmrtneo M Jtijui i

.*,1 /.«)>» Wijst-A fetka tov. i i 
MtiiuinsMit.im-t la .  3d. 

ie tw'iialf sv«sr<l«ii. <ru Jd. 
s' wc-rtti! tU.iraa.

tiltb'vei. ii1

B5

B1 to B5

B5

3 /6  Com plete booklet
Ca Covers only 

Com plete w ith b ind ing  m arg in  
attached
PI. ‘Ad. Pane stapled  at left.

W aterm ark  up righ t

200,00
40,00

50,00

B4

B5

P7.

P8.

P9.

P10.

Pll.

P12.

A 1. Pane w ith inverted 
w aterm ark  

Vid. Pane showing portion  of 
ad join ing stam ps 
tete-beche 

Id . Pane stapled  a t left.
W aterm ark  u p righ t 

Id. Pane w ith inverted 
w aterm ark  

Id . Pane showing po rtion  of 
ad jo in ing  stam ps 
tete-beche 

1 Vid. Pane w ith uprigh t 
w aterm ark  

1 Vid. Pane with inverted 
w aterm ark  

1 Vid. Pane showing portion  of 
ad jo in ing  stam ps 
tete-beche 

2d. Pane w ith u p righ t 
w aterm ark  

2d. Pane w ith inverted 
w aterm ark  

2d. Pane showing portion  of 
ad jo in ing  stam ps 
tete-beche

Partial tete-beche B4 and B5, P3

Varieties
VI. 1 Vid. T ete-beche pair 
V2. 1 Vid. T ete-beche p a ir  with 

g u tte r betw een 
V3. 1 Vid. T ete-beche p a ir  p rin ted

on repaired  p ap er 
V4. 1 Vid. Single used stam p with

w aterm ark  sideways 
V5. 2d. Single stam p w ith  blob

ob litera ting  all b u t the 
top  of “E” an d  the whole 
of “VA” of “U N IE  VAN”

25.00

150.00

50.00

25.00

200.00

50.00

25.00

100,00

75.00

35.00

200,00

5,00

10,00

150.00

500.00

150.00
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London Typographed Pictorial Stamp 
Booklet
This booklet was issued in 1926 and  it con ta ined  two panes 
of the Vid. and  four of the Id. p ic torial stam ps, m aking  up 
the 2 /6  for which they were sold. T h e  covers were salm on - 
pink and  the wording, now in English and  A frikaans, was 
p rin ted  in black. T he value was expressed in figures only, i.e. 
w ithout the shillings an d  pence symbols. All were stitched 
with black thread , and  there were two versions, one w ith 
b lank waxed interleaves, the o ther w ith advertisem ents on 
both  or only one side of the interleaf.

T he stam ps were sim ilar in size, colour, perfo ration  and  
w aterm ark to the corresponding definitives, also typo­
graphed  by W aterlow and  Sons L td ., b u t p rin ted  from  264 
im age plates (22 rows x 12) w hich cut up  into 44 panes (2 rows 
x 3). T he side m argins of the sheets were bordered  w ith in te ­
rior and  exterior p la te  jubilee lines, b u t only those of the ex­
terior appear down bo th  sides of the  centre vertical gu tte r 
w ith the space betw een them  filled w ith short horizontal bars, 
5 m m  apart.

T here was an  arrow  in the colour of the fram es in bo th  of 
the side m argins and  it appears in  the  centre of the pane m a r­
gin because an extra row was added  a t bo th  the top  and  b o t­
tom when m aking up  the m aster plate. These extra rows on 
the exterior p la te  h ad  an  extra jubilee line, an d  these appear 
a t the top or bottom  of some of the panes. Because of the tete- 
beche layout of the shets, h a lf  of the panes h ad  the w aterm ark  
uprigh t, the o ther h a lf  inverted, b u t far m ore of the la tte r 
have been saved.

Com plete booklets w ith the covers, interleaves and  each 
pane handstam ped  “SPECIM EN ” in violet were given to the 
advertisers.

Specimen Copies
C om plete booklet 750,00
Covers — Pair 50,00

Panes of six stam ps all 
h andstam ped  

Vid. Black and  green 100,00
Id . Black and  carm ine 100,00

t-y  Union of 
' South Africa 

wsttM sn«ps.
^  AjMrS'-T

T«£*cr*«M laiftsti.
Ciaiaa of Wtai** A tr tm ,  Smith Mm*,Inmrittirn oi !ftrui iMhs £&**•#« -»f I** M.
<■«*» w t v f i l # ,pm want ibmm-ti**. -#■

Unit van 
Suidafrika
wssths.

2 s .  6 d .
8*sss«!»»4*«Vm*
«■■**» SSfcrtja** »n
%»xi& 1*. 44 vj* !a •»-o©r-<io

B7

B 7 2 /6  Com plete booklet. Two Vid. 
a n d  four Id. panes w ith  
interleaves either b lank or 
w ith advertisem ents on one or 
both sides 

Ca. Covers only — p er pa ir

C om plete panes with 
b ind ing  m arg in  a ttached  
an d  w ith inverted  w ater­
m ark . D ouble these prices 
w hen the w aterm ark  is 
up righ t.
W ith  jub ilee lines on 
m arg in
As above b u t w ith an 
ex tra  green jub ilee line 
opposite the u p per or 
lower row
W ith  jub ilee  lines and  
arrow  on m argin  
W ith  green jub ilee  line 
an d  horizontal bars on

PI. Vid. 

P2. Vid.

P3. Vid. 

P4. Vid.

P5. Vid. 

P6. Id. 

P7. Id.

P8. Id. 

P9. Id. 

P10. Id.

m arg in
W ith  p o rtion  of ad join ing 
stam ps tete-beche 
W ith  jub ilee  lines on 
m arg in
As above b u t w ith an 
ex tra  red  jub ilee  line 
opposite the  u p pe r or 
lower row
W ith  jub ilee lines and  
arrow  on m arg in  
W ith  red  jub ilee lines and  
horizontal bars on m arg in  
W ith  portion  of adjoin ing 
stam ps tete-beche

500,00

25,00

75.00

200,00

200,00

75.00

750.00

60.00

150.00

150.00 

60,00

350.00
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C om plete panes w ith u p rig h t or 
inverted w aterm ark  

'Ad. Black and  green 150,00
Id. Black and  carm ine 150,00

Horizontal bars

Varieties Hor. pair
VI. Id. W aterm ark  sideways,

facing left or right 500,00

Pretoria Jypographed Stamp Booklet
These booklets appeared  in 1927, an d  as w ith all those w hich 
followed, were p roduced  entirely a t the G overnm ent P rin ting  
Works, P retoria. T h e  b ind ing  th read  was now white, and  the 
first to ap p ear had  p ink covers, bu t la ter ones h ad  them  in 
a m uch deeper p ink w ith d ifferent advertisem ents. P rin ting  
on them  was in black b u t the value was expressed as “2s.6d.”. 
Advertisers were each given a copy hand stam p ed  “SP E C I­
M EN ” in violet across the covers an d  stam ps of each  pane.

Each booklet con ta ined  two panes of Vid. an d  four panes 
of the Id . stam ps. T he  plates were new ones an d  originally 
were sim ilar to those used in London in every respect, b u t b e ­
fore they were used, the 21st an d  22nd rows were cut off. As 
a result, the extra jub ilee lines were only at the ends of the 
top row, w hich explains why the P re to ria-p rin ted  panes with 
the extra jub ilee line are so scarce.

A lthough they were p roduced  in the sam e colours, the 
P re to ria-p rin ted  stam ps are easily identified  by the  d ifferent 
gauge of the ir perforation . T his was done by m eans of a single 
com b Grover app liance to which the sheets were fed at their 
upper edge. This gave a gauge of 131/2 x 14, and  there are only 
13 com plete holes betw een any two vertical lines of p e rfo ra ­
tion. T he perfo ra to r h ad  two heads, so some of the panes with 
jubilee lines and  the w aterm ark  u p rig h t have one and  others 
two perforation  holes in the ir m arg in .

H andstam ped “S P E C IM E N "  

in violet before being issued to 
the advertisers

C om plete booklet 1250,00
Covers only — per p a ir 50,00

B7 2 /6  Com plete booklet. Two 'Ad.
and four Id. panes. Covers 
pink or deep pink  and adver­
tisements on interleaves 1000,00

Ca. Covers only — p er p a ir  100,00

Com plete panes with
b ind ing  m arg in  a ttached
and  w ith inverted w ater­
m ark . D ouble these prices
w hen the w aterm ark  is
up righ t.

PI. 'Ad. W ith  jub ilee lines on 
m arg in 150,00

P2. 'Ad. As above b u t w ith an 
ex tra  jub ilee line opposite 
u p per row 250,00

P3. 'Ad. W ith  jubilee lines and  
arrow  on m arg in 200,00

P4. 'Ad. W ith  green jub ilee  lines 
and  horizontal bars on 
m arg in 150,00

P5. 'Ad. W ith  portion  of ad join ing 
stam ps tete-beche 250,00

P6. Id. W ith  jub ilee lines on 
m arg in 100,00

P7. Id. As above bu t w ith an 
ex tra  jub ilee line opposite 
u p p e r row 200,00

P8. Id. W ith  jub ilee  lines and  
arrow  on m arg in 150,00

P9. Id. W ith  red  jub ilee lines and  
horizontal bars on m arg in 100,00

P10. Id. W ith  po rtion  of ad join ing 
stam ps tete-beche 200,00

Basic Stamps -  perf. 13'/2 X 14 Horizontal pair
33a. '/2d. B lack and green 35,00
34a. Id. B lack and red 25,00

Variety
33a. VI. T ete-beche 600,00

Extra jubilee line
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34a V2. 34a VI.
Typograph tete-beche pairs

Variety
34a VI. Tete-beche 600,00

Note: T h e  sheets of 
booklet stam ps from  
which these tete-beche 
pairs were taken were 
never sold in th a t form  
in the post office.

Unhyphenated Rotogravure Stamp Booklets
T here were only two booklets w hich em bodied  stam ps of the 
unhyphenated  rotogravure series, and  bo th  also h ad  adver­
tisem ents on their interleaves. T h e  first, which appeared  in 
1930 with bluish pink covers, h ad  a “Firestone Tyres” adver­
tisem ent p rin ted  in black on the front. It con ta ined  two panes 
of the 'Ad. and  four of the Id. value (each 2 rows x 3) and  was 
priced a t 2 /6 . T he  second booklet was issued in 1931 with 
pink covers and  a “Sm ith’s C ooperage” advertisem ent on  the 
front. Its contents com prised two panes of Id . sim ilar to those 
of the previous booklet, and  three panes of the  2nd value, 
each consisting of a block of four stamps, an d  cost 3/-.

T he stam ps of all three values were p roduced  from  the 
same multipositives as the ’Ad. Issues 1-3; Id . Issues 1-6 and  
2d. Issues 1-3 w ith the sam e colours, w aterm ark  an d  p erfo ra ­
tion, so it is only the cut edge of one or two sides w hich d istin ­
guishes them  when they are no t in com plete panes. T h e  way 
in which the 'Ad. and  Id . value m ultipositives were used in 
etching the booklet stam p cylinders is shown in the d iagram . 
In the initial etching of the three colum ns of inverted Spring­
bok H eads they were 3 m m  too high for correct reg istra tion  
in the corresponding fram es and  h ad  to be erased an d  re ­
etched in the correct positions. However, fa in t traces of the 
original etching rem ained, an d  the left- an d  rig h th an d  
stamps from  the panes w ith inverted w aterm ark  show traces 
3 m m  higher of an  extra horn , ear or shoulder. In  the  case 
of the Id. in terio r cylinder, these inverted images were also in ­
correctly positioned, b u t not to an  extent which necessitated 
re-etching. T hus in the panes of this value w ith  inverted 
w aterm ark the vignettes are usually very badly  ou t of register 
with the frames.

T he d iagram  for the booklet panes of the 2d. value shows 
how colum ns 1 and  2 of bo th  m ulitpositives were used in bo th  
an uprigh t and  inverted position. This setting  d id  no t allow 
for a b ind ing  m arg in  for the centre colum n com prising the 
third  and  fourth  stam ps of each row, and  these portions of the

booklet sheet were subsequently  sold in post offices. As the 
sm all m arg inal arrows were p a rt of the  m ultipositives, traces 
of them  ap p ear in the corners of the corresponding panes and  
at the top  or bo ttom  of w hat becam e known as the “Economy 
Strips”. T h e  top an d  bo ttom  m arg ins h ad  been  rem oved and  
the long strip  halved to give two blocks each  consisting of ten 
horizontal pairs.

Surplus 'Ad. and  Id . stam ps, p rin ted  for m aking  into book­
lets, were also sold in the form  of Econom y Strips, each  20 
rows x 3 with a narrow  m arg in  on the left of the strips cut 
from  the  left and  centre of the  original sheet, the first with 
up righ t, the second w ith inverted w aterm ark . T h e  th ird  
strip, w ith u p rig h t w aterm ark , h ad  this m arg in  on the right. 
In  the 'Ad. value any parts  of the  econom y strips which have 
u p rig h t w aterm ark , and  any pieces from  those of the o ther 
two values, are very scarce indeed.

T here  are th ree  types of each  of the 'Ad. and  Id . stam p 
panes, those cu t from  the lefthand  po rtion  of the  sheet have 
an  English inscribed stam p first an d  u p rig h t or inverted 
w aterm ark . T h is is u p rig h t on those from  the righ t and  the 
first stam p is Afrikaans. T h e  2d. panes d iffer only in the 
d irection  of the ir w aterm ark . T h e  Id . stam ps from  the first 
are very m uch  b e tte r p rin ted  and  in deeper colours than  
those from  the second booklet. T h e  tete-beche pairs, with 
an d  w ithout the g u tte r in the 'Ad. and  Id ., and  in the 2d. 
value were no t sold in post offices.

W here they were not m asked, all the well known m ultiposi­
tive varieties of the three values are present on stam ps from  
the panes an d  econom y strips. In  the  Id. stam ps m any of 
them  m ake the ir first appearance, inc lud ing  a white irregular 
shaped  w hite p a tch  n ear the top  of the  rigging, m ultipositive 
row 17 n u m b er 9. D ue to its shape it becam e know n as the 
“D ragon” variety a t this stage, and  as it was gradually  pain ted  
ou t on the m ultipositive, several changes show in this stam p 
of subsequent sheet issues. In  add ition  there are num erous 
cylinder varieties w hich, in com bination  w ith the one or m ore 
cut edge, assist in the iden tifica tion  of stam ps from  the panes 
or econom y strips.

Each advertiser was given a copy of the 2 /6  booklet in
w hich every pane  h ad  been  defaced in violet by a circular
han d stam p  read ing  “C ontro ller of Stores/17 MAR 
1931/General Post Office P reto ria”.

Com plete booklet hand-
stamped “C ontroller . . 600,00
C om plete panes w ith u p righ t or 
inverted  w aterm ark  

'Ad. Black an d  green 60,00
Id . Black an d  carm ine 60,00
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B 8

B9

B8

SI

S2.

Unie van 
Suidafrika
mst&s.

Union of 
South Africa
m u t t  SUITS.

2 s .  6 d ,

T r l m t o w t
T Y R E S .

M o t t  m i l t t  p t r  M t t t n g .

[ ^ 1S' f B
vT?
•X-: / o f t

kr~ V/>. vSmk.

/Sv7<r /?

-Xnv \/y/rr»K.

fane 3

•t h* *>'S

- Ufiy. W m k . -

7ctr7 c? C

B8

W .-J”  l- 'N IE  VAN 
K M . S V 1D -A F R IK A .

I NION OF 
S ^ I  T H  A FR IC A .

Postage Stamps. 0  g  Posseels.
For W O O D E N  B A R R E L S , W IN E  V A T S , ST O F .P  T U B S , W A S H  T U B S , P IC K L E  T U B S . ICE  C R E A M  T U B S , FE ED  T U B S , a n d  S T E E L  D R U M S , a l l  s l i t s ,  g e t in  to u ch  u i t h —

SMITH’S COOPERAGE 
r̂icultural Depot

146 Brot Street, Newtown,Bax $789. JOHANNESBURG. Ph*n*58l4

B9

2 /6  Com plete booklet. Two 'Ad. 
and four Id. panes

Ca. Covers only, per pa ir

3 /- Com plete booklet. Two Id. and  
three 2d. panes

Ca. Covers only, per pair

Com plete panes of six 
stam ps w ith b ind ing  
m arg in  a ttached  

PI. 'Ad. W ith  w aterm ark  up righ t 
an d  sta rting  w ith an  E ng­
lish or A frikaans inscribed 
stam p

P2. 'Ad. W ith  w aterm ark  inverted

300,00
20,00

500,00
40,00

40.00
30.00

Sheet and  Strips 
'Ad. R econstructed sheet of

th irty  d ifferent panes 1500,00
'Ad. C om plete “Econom y strip”

(20 rows x 3) w ith up righ t 
w aterm ark  300,00

S3. 'Ad. As above b u t w ith inverted
w aterm ark  150,00

•D/'scxrrc/t

Tete-beche layout for B8 and  B9 'Ad. and Id. values

Varieties
VI.
V2.

B8 and  B9 PI. Id.

P2. Id.

SI. Id.

S2. Id.

T ete-beche pair 
T ete-beche p a ir with 
g u tte r betw een

C om plete panes of six 
stam ps w ith b ind ing  
m arg in  a ttach ed  
W ith  w aterm ark  up righ t 
an d  s ta rting  with an  E ng­
lish or A frikaans inscribed 
stam p
W ith  w aterm ark  inverted

Sheet and  strips 
R econstructed  sheet of 
th irty  d ifferent panes 
C om plete Econom y Strip 
(20 rows x 3) w ith w ater­
m ark  u p rig h t or inverted, 
horizontal pa ir

500,00

500,00

35.00
25.00

1200,00

500,00

H lB lH I

Rotogravure tete-beche pairs

Varieties
VI. T ete-beche pair 750,00
V2. Tete-beche p a ir with

g u tte r betw een 750,00
V3. Jo ined  p ap er — horizontal

pair 300,00
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V4. “D ragon” in rigging. Row
17/9 15,00

B9. PI.

V4 “Dragon”

Com plete pane (block of 
four) w ith b ind ing  m arg in  

2d. W ith  w aterm ark  up rig h t
or inverted 50,00

Sheet an d  strips
51. 2d. R econstructed sheet of

twenty panes and  two 
“Econom y strips” 1500,00

52. 2d. C om plete “Econom y strip”
(10 rows x 2) 250,00

m
/ 2 ~ 3 t

m
r u t

k k -v

I UJb. vV/'-tjA' . 
7~hr>e. -

- (j/>> \A /m f< .

-?y

Tete-beche layout for B9 2d. value

Varieties
VI.
V2.

Tete-beche pair 
Jo ined p ap er from  pane  
or strip

1000,00

300,00

Advertisement Booklets
These booklets, which were sold for 2 /6 , m ade the ir a p p e a r­
ance in 1935. In  add ition  to being  the first to em body stam ps 
with the hyphenated  spelling of Suid-Afrika, the  panes h ad  
upper and  lower m argins bearing  post office slogans and  
com m erical advertisem ents, each h a lf  the size of a stam p. 
T he lem on-coloured cover of th in  p ap er h ad  a “D rifoot” a d ­
vertisem ent p rin ted  in b lack on the fron t, and  each booklet 
contained two panes of Vid. and  four panes of Id . stam ps 
(each 2 rows x 3) with advertisem ents on the  interleaves.

T he stam ps were p repared  from  the sam e m ultipositives as 
the Vid. sheets of Issue 4 and  the Id . of Issues 10 an d  11, w ith 
some of the colum ns and  rows m asked, as shown in the  dia-

Advertisement Booklets — 1935

gram , to provide the  b ind ing  m arg in  an d  space for the adver­
tising m atter. As the stam ps were p roduced  w ith the same col­
ours, inverted w aterm ark  and  perfo ra tion  as the ir sheet coun­
terparts, it follows th a t for identification  a single stam p m ust 
still have the “tab ” a ttached .

T h e  sheets were cut into  21 panes, an d  since, in the case of 
the Id. value, each  h ad  its own distinctive arrangem en t of the 
six advertisem ents, it is no t difficult to allocate it to its o rigi­
nal position. However this is no t so sim ple w ith the Vid. 
denom ination , as there are only ten  variations instead of 21. 
In  some cases as m any as three panes have the sam e a rrang e­
m en t of the advertisem ents, so th a t the ir position can only be 
de term ined  by reference to varieties on the ac tual stamps. In 
bo th  values twelve of the panes have an  English stam p first, 
an d  in  the  o th er nine it is, of course, an  A frikaans one.

Surplus sheets of these booklet stam ps were subsequently 
overprinted  “JIP E X /1936” and  sold a t the Johannesburg  In ­
te rn a tio n a l Philatelic E xhibition  held  in th a t year.
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BIO 2 /6

Ca.

PI.
P2.

Voucher copies Issued to 
Advertisers
Pane of six Vid. or Id. hand- 
stam ped  in violet. “C ontroller of 
Stores 12.1.35 G.P.O. P reto ria” 
in oval, each
As above b u t stam ped  twice per 
pane and  dated  26.11.35 each 
C om plete booklet

Complete Advertisem ent book­
let contain in g  two Vid. and  
four Id. panes
Covers only, pa ir

Panes of six stam ps and  
advertisem ents com plete 
w ith b inding  m arg in  

Vid. Black an d  green 
Id . Black an d  red

50.00

50.00 
400,00

50,00
5,00

6,00
4,00

Sheets
51. Vid. R econstructed  sheet of 21

different panes 200,00
52. Id. R econstructed sheet of 21

different panes 150,00

Blank Border Booklets
T his 1937 production  resem bled its predecessor in m ost re ­
spects, the only difference being th a t the m arg in  on the right 
of the panes was not rem oved, nor d id  they have advertise­
m ents, so th a t they were su rrounded  com pletely by a b lank  
border, thus m aking them  slightly wider. T h e  sam e rows of 
the multipositives were m asked, so th a t again twelve of the 
panes had  an  English inscribed stam p first and  the o ther nine 
Afrikaans. T he panes, w hich were cu t from  the rig h th an d  
side of the sheet, do not have the perforation  through  the ir 
righ thand  m arg in  so th a t there are thus four types of the 
panes. It is only possible to re-position the very few panes 
w hich have the m ultipositive varieties.

T he 'Ad. stam p cylinders were in terio r no. 45 and  exterior 
no. 6922, p roduced  from  the sam e m ultipositives as Issues 5 
to 13, while the Id. stam p cylinders were in terio r No. 7015 
and  exterior No. 35 from  the sam e m ultipositives as Issues 12 
to 14. As the colours, w aterm ark  and  perforation  were the 
same, it follows tha t unless they are in com plete panes, these 
booklet stam ps can only be identified  in a row of three or a 
vertical pair, in bo th  cases with the two m argins still a t ­
tached.

B ll 2 /6  Com plete booklet
Ca. Covers only

100,00
15,00

Panes of six stam ps 
com plete w ith four b lank  
borders

PI. Vid. S tarting  w ith an  English
or A frikaans-inscribed 
stam p and  right bo rder 
perfo rated  through  

P2. Vid. As above b u t w ith right
border no t perforated  
through

P3. Id. S tarting  w ith an  English
or A frikaans inscribed 
stam p and  right bo rder 
perforated  through  

P4. Id . As above b u t with right
b o rder no t perfo ra ted  
th rough

10,00

10,00

5,00

5,00
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The “Razor B lade” Booklets
T he first of these sm all booklets becam e available in 1937 at 
the price of 6d. and  the second in 1938, at 3d. T hey were in ­
tended  m ainly  for sale to ships passengers an d  o ther travellers 
th rough  the m edium  of slot m achines and , because of their 
small size an d  shape, they becam e generally known am ong 
stam p collectors by the nam e of “Razor Blades”. They com ­
prised horizontal pairs of Vid. and  Id . stam ps w ith a b ind ing  
m arg in  on the ir left side — two pairs of each  stitched betw een 
red  covers for the 6d. value, and  one p a ir of each  betw een 
b lue covers for the  3d ., in bo th  cases w ithout interleaves. 
Com pletely b lank  booklets were p rep ared  for the testing of 
the vending m achines.

T h e  num bers of the cylinders were: Vid. in terio r 16 and  ex­
terior 10: Id  in terio r 9 an d  ex terior 38, again  p roduced  from  
the sam e m ultipositives as the Vid. stam ps of Issues 5 to 13, 
and  the  Id. 12 to 14, b u t w ith colum ns 1, 4, 7 an d  10 m asked 
to provide the b ind ing  m argins, as shown in the accom pany­
ing d iagram . T hus each  sheet was cut into eighty panes, 
w hich can only be distinguished by the ir cut edges, as the col­
ours, w aterm ark  and  perfo ra tion  were the  same. H a lf of the
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panes have an  English stam p on the left, the o th er h a lf  A fri­
kaans. T here is one ra th e r interesting variety in an  Afrikaans- 
inscribed Id . stam p, where a large light p a tch  in  the hull of 
the ship im m ediately above the value circle was retouched  on 
the cylinder.
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Pane layout for B12 and B13

B12 6d. Complete booklet 5,00
Ca. Covers only 1,00

B13. 3d. Complete booklet 10,00
Ca. Covers only 2,00

Pane of two stam ps com ­
plete w ith b ind ing  m arg in  

B12 and  B13P1. Vid. 1,00
P2. Id . 1,00

Variety
VI. Id . W ith  retouch  on hu ll of

ship 5,00

B14 — Arms in corner

The “Borderless” Booklets — Group I
T here were four productions in this group, each priced  a t 2 /6  
and  contain ing two Vid. an d  four Id . panes. These panes of 
six stam ps in two rows x three derived the n am e “Borderless” 
from  the fact th a t they h ad  only one m arg in , th a t requ ired  
for b inding, on the ir left. T h e  num bers of the cylinders e m ­
ployed for p rin ting  all the stam ps in the booklets of this g roup  
were: Vid. in terio r 8 an d  exterior 10: Id . in terio r 6 and  ex teri­
or 6930. They were p repared  from  the  sam e m ultipositives as 
the basic stam ps of the  Vid. Issues 5 to 13 an d  the  Id . Issues

12 to 14, an d  as the colours, w aterm ark  an d  perforation  are 
the same, the  stam ps can only be d istinguished w hen they are 
cut along one o r two of the ir edges. Stam ps of the Vid. panes 
have m uch  p a le r vignettes th a n  those from  booklets in  the 
next group, w hich were p rin ted  by the  sam e cylinders.

In  the m ultipositives the 1st, 5 th  and  9 th  colum ns were 
m asked to provide the b ind ing  m argins, giving th irty  panes 
per sheet, all s ta rting  w ith an English-inscribed stam p. A l­
though  the ir contents were so similar, the four booklets can 
be distinguished from  one an o th er by the ir fron t covers.

A7 \'/ .r 3 4 % 7 $ /o / / / z rn
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Pane layout for “Borderless” booklets

T h e  first (B14) was buff-coloured and  h ad  the U nion Coat 
of A rm s p rin ted  in  the co rner in  black, as well as a small 
“D rifoot” advertisem ent, and  the w idth  of the b inding  m a r­
gin was 3 m m  narrower, giving an  overall w idth of 72 m m , 
as against the 75m m  of the next three booklets. Two of the a d ­
vertisem ents also d iffered, an d  there  were two issues, bo th  in 
1938, the  second of w hich h ad  CANCELLED stam ped  in 
p u rp le  across the in te rleaf giving the overseas postal rates.

B15, the second booklet of the  group, still h ad  bu ff covers 
w ith the p rin tin g  in  black, b u t the  coat of arm s is in the cen­
tre. It appeared  in 1939.

In  its unexploded  form , the th ird  booklet, B16, also issued 
in 1939, is extrem ely rare, and  even the covers by themselves 
are scarce. T h e  cover, still buff, w ith  the  p rin tin g  in  green, 
h ad  the whole lay-out changed  to accom m odate a larger 
“D rifoot” advertisem ent.

T h e  fourth  booklet, w hich appeared  in 1940 differed from 
its predecessor in th a t the  p rin tin g  was now in blue.

B15 to B19

B14 Com plete booklet.
W idth 72 mm

C a. Covers only
200,00

10,00
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PL
P2.

Vid.
Id.

Panes of six stam ps com ­
plete w ith b ind ing  m arg in

B15 Complete booklet. Covers
black on buff, w idth 75 mm

Ca. Covers only

B16 Com plete booklet. Covers
green on bu ff, w idth 75 mm

Ca. Covers only

B17 Complete booklet. Covers blue
on bu ff, w idth 75mm

Ca. Covers only

Panes of six stam ps com ­
plete w ith w ider b ind ing  
m arg in

B15 to B17 PI. Vid.
P2. Id.

40.00
30.00

200,00
10,00

1000,00
100,00

200,00
10,00

15.00
10.00

The “Borderless” Booklets — Group I I
T here were two different p roductions in this second group, 
each priced at 2 /6  and  p laced  on sale at the end  of 1940 and  
the beginning of 1941. T h e  covers were sim ilar to those of B17, 
and  there were advertisem ents on  the  interleaves.

T he first — B18 — contained  two panes of 'Ad. stam ps and  
four of Id. stam ps, the form er from  the sam e cylinders as 
those of the earlier group  although  the vignettes are m uch  
darker and  the lines a round  the buck’s head  m uch  thicker. 
T he Id. stam ps, p rin ted  from  new cylinders — interio r 58, 
exterior 6920 — were from  the sam e m ultipositives as the 
basic Issue 15, which gave them  a sm aller size of 18 x 22 m m . 
T he 2nd, 5th  and  9th  colum ns were m asked as before to p ro ­
duce a sheet of 180 stam ps w hich was cu t into  th irty  panes. 
Some 25 000 uncu t sheets were subsequently  sold a t post 
offices.

T he second booklet, B19, con ta ined  two panes of each of 
stam ps of the 'Ad., Id. an d  1 Vid. denom inations. T he panes 
of 'Ad. and  Id . stam ps were the same, except for the vignettes 
being slightly darker still th a n  those of the B18. T h e  l ‘/ 2d. 
panes consisted of blocks of four of the “Large M ine” stam ps, 
sim ilar to the la ter p rintings of Basic Issue 2 and  those of Issue 
3. T he same multipositives, w ith colum ns 3 and  6 m asked as 
shown in the accom panying d iagram , were used to etch the
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Pane layout for B19 1 Vid. value

cylinders, in terio r 16 an d  ex terior 7. H a lf of the  panes thus 
s ta rted  w ith an  E nglish-inscribed stam p an d  in the o th er h a lf 
Afrikaans.

B18

B19

2 /6

2 /6

B18 & B19 Ca.

PI.
P2.
P3.

Com plete booklet. 'Ad. and Id. 
stamp panes
Com plete booklet. 'Ad., Id. 
and 1 Vid. panes 
Covers only

'Ad.
Id.
l'/id .

Panes com plete with 
b ind ing  m arg in

Sheets, rows an d  blocks
51. Id . C om plete sheet of 180

stam ps w ith all m argins 
an d  gutters

52. Id . O ne row of n ine stam ps
w ith three stam psized 
blanks an d  b o th  m argins

53. Id. Block of six stam ps w ith
stam psized perforated  
blanks a t left m arg in

25.00

50.00
5,00

3.00
3.00 

15,00

50,00

5,00

5,00

Postal Slogan Booklets
T his booklet, B20, appeared  only towards the end  of 1948, 
some three  years after the end  of W orld W ar II. It com prised 
two panes of six stam ps each  of the ’A d ., Id. an d  1 Vid. (m ed i­
um  M ine) values, m aking  up  the cost of 3/-. In  the ir size, 
shape an d  n u m b er of borders these panes resem bled those of 
the “B lank B order” issue of 1937, except th a t they h ad  various 
postal slogans in English and  Afrikaans, such as “Pack Parcels 
Properly” -  “Verpak pakkies behoorlik”; “Register valuable

B18 and B19 S2
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letters” — “Registreer waardevolle briewe”, e tc ., p rin ted  in 
the colour of the accom panying stam p fram es along the top 
and  bottom  m argins. Panes cut from  the righ t h an d  side of 
the sheet were not perforated  th rough  the  righ t h an d  m arg in  
and, a lthough  some of the  slogans are repeated , this p e rfo ra ­
tion difference and  the varieties of the slogans and  stam ps 
m ake it possible to reconstruct the 21 panes of each value in 
their original sheet form .

T he interleaves and  th in  white card  covers all h ad  postal 
inform ation or advertisem ents p rin ted  in  b lack on b o th  sides, 
and  each booklet inc luded  a p an e  of four rou le tted  a ir m ail 
labels. Most of the booklets have the sam e slogans on the 
panes of all three denom inations, bu t the few in which the 
slogans differ are knows as the  “M ixed Slogan” booklets.

N um bers of the cylinders in the o rder of in terio r/ex terio r 
were: Vid. 88/81; Id. 69 /89  and  V/id. 64 /6920 . T h e  Vid. 
stam p cylinders cam e from  the sam e in terio r m ultipositive 
tha t produced  Issues 15A onw ard, an d  the exterior 15 o n ­
ward. As only the fram es were screened, they closely resem ble 
those of Issues 16 A to 18, and  individually  can  only be d istin ­
guished from  them  w hen they still have p a rt of the  slogan a t ­
tached. T he Id. was p rep ared  from  the sam e m ultipositives 
as Issues 16 to 24 and , being  unscreened, the stam ps are sim i­
lar to those of Issues 16 to 21. T h e  I Vid. stam ps were etched 
from  the same m ultipositives as the m edium  m ine Issues 7, 9 
and  10, which they closely resemble, and  they ap p ear side­
ways on the panes in three horizontal pairs instead  of the two 
rows x three as in the Vid. an d  Id. denom inations.

From Booklets Issued to 
Advertisers
Panes handstam ped  in green w ith the 
following inscriptions a round  a 
double circle
O uter le ttering  23A m m  high “Office 
of the C ontroller and  A uditor G ener­
a l/F o r A udit purposes only”
Inner le ttering  2 m m  high “K antoor 
van die K ontroleur en A uditeur-G en- 
eraal/A lleen  vir A udit Doeleindes” 100,00

B20 3 /- Complete booklet 15,00
a. Complete booklet w ith  “M ixed

Slogans” 20,00

Ca. B oth covers, seven interleaves and
airm ail labels 2,00

Panes com plete w ith all m argins, 
w ith an d  w ithout the  r ig h th an d  one 
perfo ra ted  th rough  an d  com m encing 
w ith an  English or A frikaans 
inscribed stam p

PI. Vid. 2,00
P2. Id. 2,00
P3. V/id. 2,00

Sheets of 21 panes reconstructed
SI. Vid. 50,00
S2. Id. 50,00
S3. 1 Vid. 50,00

The Final Booklets
T his final p roduc tion  of U nion stam ps in  booklet form  was 
p laced  on sale in 1951. P riced a t 3 /6  it con ta ined  two panes 
of six of each of V id., Id. an d  2d. stam ps bound  betw een th in  
white card  covers, w ith the p rin tin g  of postal inform ation  in 
brow nish black. T h e  interleaves were b lank. T h e  Vid. and  Id. 
panes h ad  two rows x 3 an d  the 2d. stam p panes three 
horizontal pairs. M arks and  sm all blem ishes on the front 
covers of these booklets, together w ith varieties an d  distin ­
guishing features of the stam ps themselves m ake it possible to 
reconstruct a set of 30 d ifferen t panes of each value in their 
o riginal sheet form .

N um bers of the cylinders used for the  p rin tin g  were, in 
o rder of interio r/ex te rio r: Vid. 6912/58; Id. 55 /38  and  2d. 
6934/64 . A lthough  p roduced  from  the  sam e m ultipositives as 
the corresponding values in the previous booklets, the cylin­
ders used to p rin t the  Vid. an d  Id . stam ps were all screened. 
T hus the  Vid. stam ps are sim ilar in every way to those of Is­
sues 19 to 22 an d  except for having b lu ish  b lack vignettes in 
deep carm ine fram es, the Id. stam ps resem ble those of Issues 
22 to 24. T h e  2d. value, in the sm aller U nion B uilding design 
and  fo rm at, cam e from  the sam e m ultipositives and  the 
stam ps are generally sim ilar to those of Issues 15 to 17.

O n  these m ultipositives the  1st, 5 th  an d  9th colum ns and  
the 11th and  22nd  rows were m asked, the form er to provide 
the  b ind ing  m arg ins and  the la tte r  to ensure th a t there were 
an  equal n u m b er of panes com m encing w ith English- and  
A frikaans-inscribed stam ps. O therw ise the layout of the 30 
panes was sim ilar to th a t of the “Borderless” type, bu t in the 
c u ttin g  of the  sheets a narrow  m arg in  was left on the right of 
each  pane. T h e  panes from  the righ t of the sheet do not have 
this g u tte r perfo ra ted  th rough  and , p resum ably  connected 
w ith the  blocking up, the pane  cu t from  the top of this col­
u m n  has this m arg in  bevelled a t the top.

In cu ttin g  the web into  sheets, those of the Vid. and  2d. 
values were separated  in the g u tte r  betw een rows 22 and  1, 
bu t in the Id . in th a t betw een rows 10 and  12. T hus the m u l­
tipositive varieties found  in the sheets of the Id . stam ps of
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Issues 22 to 24 ap p ear on stam ps differing  by just ten  rows 
from the sheets reconstructed  from  panes.

B21 C om plete book le t 5,00
Ca. Covers — per p a ir 1,00

Panes of six stam ps com plete with left 
and  righ t borders, sta rting  w ith an 
English or A frikaans stam p

PI. Vid. 1,00
P2. Id. 1,00
P3. 2d. 1,00

R otogravure  
Com m em orative Stam ps

Sheets reconstructed  from  thirty  
different panes

51. Vid. 50,00
52. Id. 50,00
53. 2d. 50,00

T h e  2Vid. stam p of 1910 listed a t the beg inn ing  of this h a n d ­
book was the  first of the U nion C om m em oratives and  re ­
m ained  the only one un til 1933 — a period  of 23 years — 
w hen the first three values of the Voortrekker M em orial Fund 
set m ade the ir appearance. Since then  o thers followed at 
m uch  shorter intervals right u p  to the end  of the U nion 
period.

They are listed here in chronological order, all have the 
SUID-AFRIKA with the hyphen, an d  were produced  by the 
ro togravure process a t the G overnm ent P rin ting  Works, P re ­
toria. T h e  first of these com m em orative stam ps to have the 
A rm s w aterm ark  was the N ational A n tartic  E xpedition 
stam p of November, 1959; all emissions p rio r to th a t have the 
m ultip le  Springbok H ead  w aterm ark  u p rig h t in  nearly  every 
case. T h e  only variation  was where it faced left or righ t, and  
these sideways w aterm arks are illustra ted  u n de r Explanatory  
Notes in the  in troductory  pages.

Except w hen otherwise sta ted , screened cylinders were 
used for the various productions, an d  all sheets h ad  the m a r­
g inal arrows in the sam e colour as the fram e design of their 
respective stam ps. Unless recorded differently, the sheet serial 
num bers consisted of four red num erals which were on the 
rig h th an d  m arg in  of vertical fo rm at stam ps and  on the b o t­
tom  m arg in  of those in horizontal fo rm at.
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