
Pair
M in t U sed

32A 10/- B lu e and brown. Shades of 
grey-blue. Perf. 14 x 13 Vi 
(Down) 350,00 300,00

Controls M /U
Ca. C orner p a ir w ith guide dot on top

bottom  m arg in  
Cc. Inscrip tional pair

m argin
Cb. C orner p a ir w ith guide line on 400 00 Pretoria Typographed

In  1927 the p lates w hich h ad  been used by W aterlows passed 
to the G overnm ent P rin ter a t P reto ria  where the stam ps were 
p roduced  in the sam e colours and  on p ap er w ith the sam e 
m ultip le  Springbok’s H ead  w aterm ark . T h e  first productions 
were from  the sam e Vid. and  Id . denom ination  plates as used 
before, bu t the Pretoria  6d stam ps were p rin ted  from  a new 
set of plates, and  in due course fu rth e r plates were ordered  
for the two lower values as well. W here the London plates 
were used again  in  Pretoria , the  num bers already allocated 
to these issues have been retained , an d  the sequence con­
tinued  for the new plates in the o rder in which the stam ps a p ­
peared.

T he perfo ra to r used a t P retoria  was again  a single comb 
appliance, w ith  the sam e gauge of 14i/2 x 14. H ere however, 
the sheets were fed in a t the righ t h an d  m arg in , so tha t this 
was now im perfo ra te  an d  the left-hand  m arg in  perforated  
through . To begin w ith the Id. sheets h ad  bo th  top and  b o t­
tom  m arg in  perfo rated  th rough , b u t a p a rt from  these, all the 
Pretoria  typo sheets h ad  the top  m arg in  only perforated  
th rough  — except for the  ra re  cases where Vid. and  Id. 
stam ps have reversed perforations. These can  only be id e n ti­
fied a t the corners of the sheet, where the top and  left m argins 
are im perfora te  an d  the bo ttom  an d  righ t-hand  ones are p e r­
forated  th rough . T h e  Vid. and  Id. stam ps perforated  14 are 
from  booklets, and  are listed in Section II.

At tim es some difficulty seems to have been experienced in 
getting  the first descents of the  com b in to  exact register, p a r ­
ticularly  in  the  Vid. and  Id . values, so th a t the righ t-hand  
m argins of these sheets often h ad  ex tra  perforations, varying 
from  a h a lf to several com plete holes and , in extrem e cases, 
even one, two or three ex tra  strikes by the com plete comb. 
T hey were som etim es ou t of register w ith, and  no t quite 
parallel to the norm al com b or to each  other, and  here p a rt 
of the top  an d  bo ttom  of the stam ps nex t to the righ t m arg in  
received an  ex tra one, two or th ree  perforations. T hey are 
described as having “double”, “treb le” o r “q u ad ru p le” p e rfo ra ­
tions respectively.

Pretoria  p rin ted  stam ps can  be d istinguished from  the 
London p rin tings with certa in ty  w hen the side m arg in  is still 
a ttached , otherw ise the P reto ria  prin tings are also in some 
quite d ifferent shades, an d  the p roduction  is m ainly  poorer.

34



In  fact, there are so m any varieties due to over- or u n d e r­
inking and  the use of d irty  or w orn plates, th a t  only a few of 
the m ajor ones, and  those of w hich the developm ent can  be 
traced, have been listed.

P la te  proofs

Plate Proofs
on unw aterm arked, ungum m ed paper, im perforate

Pairs
'Ad. a Red and  black 200,00
Id. a Black (vignette only) 100,00

b Black (fram e only) 100,00
c Red and  black 200,00
d Blue-green and  carm ine 150,00
e Blue-green and  orange 150,00

6d. a Grey and  orange-red  150,00

W aterm ark m ultip le  Springbok’s H ead, 
gum m ed, perf. 14Vi x 14 

b Grey and  orange-red  150,00

The plate proofs of the Vid. and  Id . values in  red  and  black, 
or black only, were alm ost certainly produced  in London as 
the p rin ting  is so good. However, as they would have been 
produced to dem onstrate th a t the plates being sent to P re to r­
ia were in perfect condition, and  because the proof of the 
com plete in terio r p late was dated  1928, an d  h ad  instructions 
on the m argins for fastening the plates to the bed of the p r in t­
ing m achine, it is felt th a t they belong in this section.

T he  rem ainder is known to have orig inated  in Pretoria.

V2d  Issues 1 to 3
T he Vid. stam ps were p roduced  from  two in terio r and  two ex­
terior plates, (1) and  (lx), which h ad  previously been used by 
Waterlows, and  a new pair, (2) and  (2x), were arranged  in 
different com binations for the th ree  issues. As there was a 
reissue of No 2 in 1948, there were thus four prin tings in all. 
Because the plates only differed at three positions it follows 
tha t only the bo ttom  right corner blocks of four, an d  h o ri­
zontal pairs, rows 1 and  20 /6  and  7, w ith m arg in  attached , 
can be allocated to issues 1, 2 or 3. T h e  side arrow  blocks are 
therefore listed only once, a t the beg inn ing  of the controls. 
T here is no difficulty w ith the 1948 reissue, as the stam ps 
differ in appearance and  shade from  the first three 
issues.

No. Issue Plates D ate

33 1 (1) an d  (lx) 1927
2 (2) a n d  (2x) 1928
3 (2) a n d  (lx) 1929

33A 2 (2) an d  (2x) 1948

T h e  features of in terio r P late (1) an d  exterior Plate (lx) have 
already been described. T h e  new ones differed from  them  in 
the following respects: O n in terio r Plate (2) there were two 
cuts in the jub ilee line below row 20/12, and  the gap between 
the two centre jub ilee lines m easures 3,25 m m  in bo th  top 
and  bo ttom  m argins, while exterior P late  (2x) h ad  no den t in 
the jub ilee line ad jacen t to row 19/12 and  there was a gap of 
1,25 m m  betw een the two centre jub ilee  lines in  the top and  
bo ttom  m argins.

Vid. Basic Stamps, Controls and Varieties, 
Issues 1 to 3

33 Cd 33A Cb

Controls
Ca. M arginal p a ir  from  left or right
Cb. Arrow block of four, left or right 

m arg in
Cc. Issue 1 B ottom  righ t co rner block of 

four w ith unbroken  b lack jubilee 
line below row 20/12 of Plate (1) 
an d  den t in  lower p a r t  of green 
jub ilee  line nex t to row 19/12 of 
Plate (lx)

Cd. Issue 1 M arginal top  or bo ttom  
centre p a ir  w ith gap  of 2 m m  b e ­
tween b lack jub ilee lines of Plate (1) 
an d  no gap  in  green jub ilee lines of 
Plate (lx)

Ce. Issue 2 B ottom  righ t co rner block of 
four w ith  two cuts in b lack jubilee

M /U
1,50

10,00

10,00

25,00

Pairs 
M int Used

33 Vid. Grey-black and green. Shades
to black 1,00 0,75
Note: Stamps w ith  frames of 
electric b lu e are changelings
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line below row 20/12 of Plate (2) 
and  no den t in  green jubilee line 
next to row 19/12 of Plate (2x) 10,00

Cf. Issue 2 M arginal top  or bottom  
centre p a ir  w ith gap  of 3,25 m m  
betw een black jubilee lines of P late 
(2) and  1,25 m m  gap betw een the 
green jubilee lines of Plate (2x) 25,00

Cg. Issue 3 Bottom  right corner block of 
four with two cuts in b lack jubilee 
line below row 20/12 of P late (2) 
and  dent in lower p a rt of green 
jubilee line next to row 19/12 of 
Plate (lx) 50,00

Ch. Issue 3 M arginal top or bo ttom  
centre p a ir with gap  of 3,25 m m  
betw een black jubilee line of Plate 
(2) and  no gap  in the green jubilee 
lines of P late (lx) 50,00

Unbroken jubilee line

Varieties 
Issue 1

VI. Large white blob below last ‘A’ of
AFRICA. Row 6/12 5,00

V2. Large white blob, left of buck’s
head. Row 8 /2  5,00

V3. R etouched ear. Row 8 /6  5,00
V4. Extended left leg of last A  of

AFRIKA. Row 2 0 /9  5,00

General
V6. Slight double p rin ting 10,00
V7. V ignette com pletely o r partly  m is­

sing or showing offset of fram e 250,00
V8. V ignette p rin ted  on gum m ed side 300,00
V9. W hite streak due to creased paper 150,00
V10. W hite  streak due to in trusion  of

loose paper 100,00
V ll. Offset of vignette, fram e or com ­

plete, from 50,00
V12. W ith  add itiona l perf. holes in right

m arg in 5,00
V13. M issing perf. hole, vertical pair 2,50
V14. M issing perf. hole betw een stam p

an d  top m arg in 5,00
V I5. M isplaced perforation 25,00
V16. D ouble perforation 20,00
V17. Treble perforation 50,00
V18. Q u ad ru p le  perforation 100,00
V19. Perforated  th rough  foldover, from 50,00
V20. Im perfo rate  a t left side 150,00
V21. Reversed perforation  — Issues 1

and  2 250,00
V22. Inverted w aterm ark  — m arg inal

pair 5,00
V23. Inverted w aterm ark  — Issue 1 C on­

trol 50,00
V24. Inverted w aterm ark  — Issue 2 C on­

trol 50,00
V25. Inverted w aterm ark  — Issue 3 C on­

trol 100,00

Issue 2
V5. Missing fraction  b ar — various posi­

tions 2,00

Double perforation Q uadruple perforation 33 V9.
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Vid. Basic Stamps, Controls and Varieties, 
1948 reprint of Issue 2

Pairs 
M int Used

33A Vid. O live-grey and d u ll b lue-
green 0,25 0,35

Controls M /U
Ca. Bottom  right corner block, of four 1,00
Cb. M arginal top or bo ttom  cen tre  p a ir  1,25
Cc. Arrow block of four from  left or

right m arg in  1,00

Varieties
VI. Broken ‘i’ of Suid. Row 16/9 on a

few sheets only 5,00
V2. W ithou t w aterm ark  on left m arg in  2,50

Id. Issues 1 to 3
T hree issues of the Id. value were typographed  in Pretoria 
from three in terio r Plates (1), (2) an d  (3) and  three exterior 
Plates (lx), (2x) and  (3x). T h e  stam ps of all three were sim ilar 
in appearance. Therefore, as in the V id., only stam ps showing 
a constant variety, or showing on the m arg in  one of the fea ­
tures listed u n der controls, can  be allocated  to any p articu la r 
issue. T he side arrow blocks are also listed once only a t the 
beginning of the controls. In  add ition  to the Id. sheets a l­
ready described as having the perforation  th rough  bo th  top 
and  bottom  m argins, there were some in w hich the p e rfo ra ­
tion extended only th rough  the lower p a rt of the top m arg in .

No. Issue Plates

34 1 (1) an d  (lx)
2 (2) a n d  (2x)
3 (3) an d  (3x)

Issue 1 was p rin ted  from  the sam e plates, in terio r (1) and  ex­
terior (lx) previously used in London, and  the  identify ing fea ­
tures have already been described. Issue 2 cam e from  two new 
plates, in terio r (2) and  exterior (2x). T h e  form er can  be id e n ­
tified by the two cuts in the jubilee line below row 20/12 and  
the 3 m m  gap betw een the  two jubilee lines a t the top  centre. 
This gap is only 1 m m  wide a t this po in t in the latter.

Almost certainly due to the harden ing  of the copper from  
which the plates were m ade, bo th  developed cracks w hich w i­
dened to such an extent th a t at least four of the cliches can 
be shown to have been replaced, and  there  were possibly 
more.

T he cracks on the in terio r p la te  were in th ree  different 
places: row 11/2; rows 16, 17 and  18/8, an d  rows 19 and  20 /9 .

A lthough  it canno t be proved th a t the  row 11/2 cliche was 
rep laced , the presence of a constan t flaw on row 10/1 in an 
arrow  block showing no trace of the crack on row 11/2, in d i­
cates th a t this cliche was probab ly  replaced.

Curiously enough  it was no t one of the cracked cliches of 
rows 16 to 18/8 w hich were rep laced , b u t tha t of row 17/7. 
T his can  be proved by the  presence of a constant flaw -  a 
white oval w ith a dark  core -  w hich is found w ith the early 
stages of the  cracks. T his d isappears w hen the cracks are con­
siderably wider.

T h e  th ird  crack s ta rted  on row 2 0 /9 . It w idened and  found 
its way into  the  cliche above. T h e  second-last stage of the 
crack on row 2 0 /9  shows considerable dam age — known only 
in the used state — an d  eventually  the  cliche p a rted  from  the 
p la te  completely. O nly a few sheets could have been prin ted , 
as pieces showing the missing vignette accom panied by the 
early  stage of the  crack on row 19/9 are rare. L ater stages 
show th a t the  crack h ad  w idened, and  the cliche of row 20 /9  
h ad  been replaced because the vignette is ou t of register with 
the  others. Finally, the  cliche on row 19/9 was replaced, bu t 
slightly tilted  in relation  to the fram e — the “Twisted Ship”.

T h e  crack in the fram e on row 1/7 ran  obliquely from  b e ­
tween the “A” and  “F” of A frica along the edge of the w reath, 
then  vertically down the fram e line to the  top  right corner of 
the stam p below. T h e  rep lacem ent of the  fram e cliche is 
dem onstrated  w hen the stam p w ith  the missing corner has no 
crack on the  stam p above.

O n row 2 /9  the crack showed originally  as a white oblique 
line betw een “A” and  “F”, this tim e Suidafrika, b u t the next 
an d  only known stage shows th a t nearly  the whole of the 
fram e cliche h ad  broken away, leaving only the extrem e outer 
fram e line. I t is known th a t this cliche too, was rep laced, bu t 
there are no m eans of proving this on the stamps.

Issue 3, the last of the series, was from  a new p a ir of plates, 
in terio r (3) and  exterior (3x). T h e  p lates differed from  the 
previous ones in th a t there were th ree  cuts in the jubilee line 
below row 20/12, and  a 3,5 m m  gap  betw een the centre 
jub ilee lines on the  top  and  bo ttom  m argins of Plate (3), and  
no gap  betw een these lines on P late  (3x). Two small round  
white flaws on the in terio r p la te  grew larger and , due to their 
positions, one got the nam e of the “S tarboard  L igh t” while 
the other, because of its final shape, is called the “C alabash”.

T h e  double and  treb le perforations are found in Issues 1 
an d  3.

Id. Basic Stamps, Controls and Varieties, 
Issues 1 to 3

Pairs 
M int Used

34 Id. Grey-black and red.
Shades to black and car­
m ine 1,25 1,00
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Unbroken jubilee line

Controls

Two cuts Three cuts

Ca.
Cb.

Cc.

Cd.

Ce.

Cf.

Cg.

Ch.

M arginal pa ir from  left or right 
Arrow block of four, left or right 
m argin
Issue 1 Bottom  right corner p a ir with 
unbroken black jubilee line below 
row 20/12 of Plate (1)
Issue 1 M arginal top  or bo ttom  
centre p a ir w ith gap  of 2 m m  be­
tween black jubilee lines of P late (1) 
and  1 m m  gap  betw een the red 
jubilee lines of P late  (lx)
Issue 2 Bottom  righ t corner p a ir with 
two cuts in jubilee lines below row 
20/12 of Plate (2)
Issue 2 M arginal top or bottom  
centre pair w ith gap  of 3 m m  b e ­
tween black jub ilee lines of P late (2) 
and  1 m m  betw een red  jub ilee lines 
of Plate (2x)
Issue 3 Bottom  righ t corner p a ir  w ith 
three cuts in b lack jubilee line below 
row 20/12 of Plate (3)
Issue 3 M arginal top  or bottom  
centre p a ir with gap  of 3,5 m m  b e ­
tween black jubilee lines of Plate (3) 
and  no gap betw een the red jubilee 
lines of P late (3x)

Varieties
Issue 1

VI. E xtended lower lim b of ‘E’ in 
POSTAGE. Row 17/1 

V2. W hite leaf in spandrel. Row 18/10 
V3. L ater stage of above in which leaf is 

larger, w ith a projection on the foot

M /U
2,00

10,00

15,00

25,00

15,00

25,00

15,00

50,00

10,00
5,00

34 V2.

V4.

V5.
V6.
V7.

V8.

of the 1 of Id .’ an d  a white blob at 
the end  of the m idd le  yardarm  
Fram e broken a t top. Row 19/7

Issue 2
C racked fram e. Row 1/7 
C rack in top righ t corner. Row 2 /7  
As above b u t lower stam p of a v erti­
cal p a ir w ithout V5 
Black sail. Row 1/12

34 V3. 34 V8.

34 V ll.

V9. O blique white line betw een A’ and  ‘F’ 
of SUIDAFRIKA. Row 2 /9  

V10. W hole of fram e m issing w ith excep­
tion  of ou ter line. Row 2 /9  

V ll. C om et. Row 4/19 
V12. C rack th rough  ship. Row 11/2 
V I3. W hite  dot on foot of 1 of ‘Id .’. Row 

12/1
V14. C rack through  ship, “T h u n d e rb o lt”. 

Row 16/8
V15. Black line w ith white su rround  in u p ­

per sails in p a ir w ith crack through  
ship. Row 17/7 an d  8 

V16. L ater stage of crack th rough  ship.
Row 17/8 

V17. C rack th rough  ship. Row 18/8 
V18. C rack th rough  ship. Row 19/9 
V19. Above corrected  by rep lacing  cliche 

(“Twisted ship”)
V20. C rack th rough  ship. Row 20 /9  
V21. V ignette com pletely missing. Row 

2 0 /9

10,00
5,00

20,00
20,00

100,00
20,00

20,00

200,00
10,00
15.00

10.00 

20,00

20,00

20,00
20,00
20,00

35.00
25.00

250,00
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The “ Twisted S h ip” 
Issue 2

a = Row 19/9,

lO li tH  A FR IC A ! I

b = Row 20/9

34 V20.

No cracks — Jubilee 
line intact

34 V18 + V20. 
(replaced)

34 V18 + V21 34 VI9 (later)

34 V20. (still later)

34 V19.

34 V18 + V20. 34 V18 + V20 (later)

34 V18 (still la ter)''
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34 V22 34 V23

General
34 V24

The p la te  cracks an d  replaced cliches

34 V5. 34 V12.

34 V10.

V25. Slight double p rin tin g  
V26. V ignette com pletely or partly  missing 

due to a foldover 
V27. V ignette p rin ted  on the gum m ed side 
V28. Fram e com pletely or partly  missing 

due to a foldover 
V29. Fram e p rin ted  on the gum m ed  side 
V30. Offset of vignette, fram e or com plete, 

from
V31. W ith  add itiona l perf. holes in right 

m arg in  
V32. D ouble perfo ra tion  
V33. Treble perforation  
V34. M issing perf. hole, horizontal pair 
V35. M issing perf. hole betw een stam p 

an d  top  m arg in  
V36. Perforated  through  foldover, from  
V37. Perforation  th rough  centre of stam ps 
V38. M isplaced perfo ration  hole, vertical 

pair
V39. Im perfo rate  on  four sides 
V40. Im perfo rate  on  th ree  sides, vertical

15.00

300.00
400.00

500.00
400.00

25.00

5,00
20.00
50.00
10.00

15.00
50.00
10.00

7,50
150.00

34 V6 + V7.

34 V14. 34 V16.

34 V17.

Issue 3
V22. “C alabash”. Row 12/5 10,00
V23. “S tarboard  ligh t”. Row 15/9 10,00
V24. Extended pen n an t. Row 17/12 15,00

p a ir

34

100,00

V40.
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V41. Top m arg in  partly  perforated 20,00
V42. Perforated through  bo ttom  m arg in 10,00
V43. Reversed perforation . Issue 2 250,00
V44. Inverted w aterm ark , m arg inal pair 6,00
V45. Inverted w aterm ark  — Issue 1 C on­

trol 100,00
V46. Inverted w aterm ark  -  Issue 2 C on­

trol 50,00
V47. Inverted w aterm ark  -  Issue 3 C on­

trol 50,00

6d. Issue 2
Two new plates were used for the Pretoria  p rin tin g  of this 
value, in terio r (2) and  exterior (2x). Plate (2) h ad  the sam e 
“C loud” variety as the London Plate (1) b u t it differed in th a t 
the gap betw een the jubilee lines a t the centre of the top  and  
bottom  m argins m easured 3 m m  as against 1,5 m m . T here  
was no difference betw een Plates (2x) an d  (lx) w hen the 
form er was first used, b u t after a tim e a defect developed on 
row 10/2 which m ade the oranges on this stam p ap p ea r m uch  
larger.

6d. Basic Stamps, Controls and Varieties, 
Issue 2

Pairs 
M int Used

35 6d Green and orange. Shades to
deep green and yellow-orange 
to verm ilion . 25,00 15,00

Controls M /U
Ca. M arginal p a ir from  left or righ t 40,00
Cb. Bottom  right corner pair w ith m a r­

gin 125,00
Cc. M arginal top or bo ttom  centre pair

w ith gap of 3 m m  betw een green 
jubilee lines of Plate (2) 250,00

Cd. Arrow block of four, left or righ t
m argin  125,00

Varieties
VI. W hite “b a ll” in spandrel n ea r b o t­

tom  righ t corner. Row 4/12 75,00
V2. Large oranges. Row 10/2 100,00
V3. “C loud” left of tree. Row 20/11 75,00

N orm al and large oranges

35 VI. 35 VS.

35 V4.

G e n e ra l
V4. M ajor m isp lacem ent of vignettes 
V5. W ith  add itiona l perf. holes in  righ t

175,00

m argin 50,00
V6. D ouble perforation 200,00
V7. Missing perf. hole, vertical pair 200,00
V8. Perforated  th rough  foldover. from 250,00
V9. Inverted  w aterm ark 75,00
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The Rotogravure Process
After A pril 1930 and  righ t up  to 1961 all the U nion’s stam ps, 
with the exception of the re-issue of the Vid., were p rin ted  by 
the rotary  process. For a bette r understand ing  of these p r in t­
ings, here is a b rief resum e of the procedures and  explanation  
of the various term s used in describing them .

T he first stage was the p repara tion  of the Master Design for 
the vignette and  fram e, usually an  a rtis t’s draw ing, and  
separate panels for the w ording in A frikaans and  English, 
where the stam ps were to be un ilingual, as in fact m ost of 
them  were. By photograph ing  these, three negatives were 
produced in the actual size in which the stam p w ould appear: 
one for the vignette and  ano ther one each for the A frikaans 
and  English fram es. As the procedure was m ore com plex 
when it concerned the fram es, only th a t p a r t of it will be 
described.

For the sm aller u p righ t fo rm at stam ps, two pairs of these 
negatives were assem bled to form  a block with the languages 
a lternating  throughou t and  with an  A frikaans or English one 
a t the top left, according to which was to be row 1/1 on the 
sheet. This block — and  in the case of the usually larger, 
horizontal fo rm at stam ps, one of each  in the form  of a 
horizontal p a ir — was pho tographed  again  to produce a 
Master Negative. D uring this process tiny flaws were in troduced  
which repeated  on every fourth  A frikaans (or English) stam p, 
and  they are known as Master Negative Characteristics.

By m eans of a s tep-and-repeat cam era a Multipositive was 
p repared  which gave twenty rows of twelve images from  the 
four-im age m aster negative. To have the languages a lte rn a t­
ing, the larger two-im age m aster negative was exposed three 
times in the odd rows and  four in the even ones and  the 
red u n d an t images a t the ends of the rows were the m asked to 
give, for the larger stam ps, twenty rows by six. T h e  tiny parts 
of an  extra fram e which appeared  on the side m arg in  of some 
sheets were the result of incom plete m asking of an  unw anted 
image.

T he im pression of the m ultipositive was next transferred  to 
a sheet of a substance called Carbon Tissue by exposing the 
m ultipositive to a very strong light. This h ardened  the gela­
tine of the carbon  tissue where it received the m ost light so 
tha t, after it h ad  been w rapped  a round  the copper cylinder, 
the u nhardened  portions could be washed off, and  it was here 
tha t the etching took place when the cylinder was ro tated  
slowly and  an  acid solution poured  over it. Because the light 
was not spread evenly over the whole surface of the carbon  tis­
sue, it was usually m ost exposed a t the centre, w hich explains 
why on a sheet the stam ps in the m iddle were paler th a n  those 
a t the top or bottom . O ften  too, a sm all p a rt of the cylinder 
surface m ight have slightly greater or less exposure to the 
acid, resulting in one darker or paler stam p.

A fter the first few years the use of glass screens en tered  into 
the production  of the stam ps. T he  effect of this can  usually

be clearly seen when, u n d e r a m agnifier the solid portions of 
the design show as being com posed of dots. These screens are 
of two types: irregu lar g ra ined  o r m osaic and  cross lined  or 
m esh, the la tte r  varying in the fineness or coarseness of the 
m esh, i.e. in the  size of the dots.

U nfortunately, the clarity  w ith which the m esh type screen 
shows on the stam ps is affected by several factors, am ong 
them  w ear on  the p rin tin g  surface, the am oun t of ink applied  
and  the degree of pressure exerted on the surface of the paper. 
T hus, although  the first issues of the Vid. an d  Id. 
m onochrom e roll stam ps are the p roduc t of m esh type 
screens, on m ost copies the screening appears as mosaic.

As a m ultipositive could be, and  frequently  was, used to 
etch  m ore th a n  one cylinder, it follows th a t any flaw w hich 
h ad  appeared  on it du rin g  the course of its p rep ara tio n  would 
be repeated , unless it were rem oved a t some stage. O ften  w ith 
each use new ones w ould ap p ear or be rem oved, and  when 
the light was passed th rough  it a t a slightly d ifferen t angle, 
they could change the ir shape slightly. It was only a t a la ter 
stage th a t  negatives of the m arg inal arrows were added  to the 
m ultipositive an d  on the early cylinders, where they h ad  
them , they were tooled by hand .

In  the m ach ine the cylinder was inked by a roller runn ing  
in a trough  an d  the p rin tin g  was done on a long roll of paper 
which was draw n betw een the cylinder and  the pressure 
roller. D uring  the e tch ing  process tiny defects usually deve­
loped an d  these, along w ith those of m ultipositive origin, 
duly m ade the ir appearance on the stam ps. O nce p rin ting  
com m enced a host of o ther an d  most in terestng flaws and  
varieties o rig inated  from  o th er sources.

T he  surplus ink  was scraped from  the surface of the revolv­
ing cylinder by a Doctor Blade, so th a t only the  etched portions 
could p rin t, b u t the slight roughness of the surface of a new 
cylinder prevented  com plete rem oval of the ink. T hus the 
first sheets to be p rin ted  h ad  the p ap er on the u n p rin ted  parts 
and  the sheet m argins coloured un til such tim e as the action 
of the doctor b lade h ad  honed  the cylinder surface com plete­
ly. Solid partic les in the ink caused the  doctor b lade to lift and  
deposit ex tra  ink  w hich caused blotches of various shapes and  
sizes. Less solid partic les were carried  along in fron t of the 
b lade and , depend ing  on the ir nature , caused white and  
coloured paralle l lines to ap p ear on the stam ps, while nicks 
in the blades, by le tting  th rough  ex tra  ink, p rin ted  the  series 
of paralle l lines often found  on the  stam ps. T he lines caused 
by dragging  of the doctor b lade are no t qu ite vertical because 
of the slight oscillating action. It was m ore econom ical to re ­
move the solid partic le  by w iping it off while the m ach ine  was 
in m otion , b u t this led to curved sm udge m arks across the 
stam ps. These are so num erous and  varied th a t no a ttem p t 
has been m ade to list them .

Too m uch  tension on the doctor b lade  m ade it “dig in” to 
p a rt of the etched  surface, causing am ong others the “white 
corners” of the  Vid. stam ps which h ad  vertical lines in  the ir 
design, and  the top of the “2” of 2d. to touch  the  circle, as well 
as the broken fram es, b o th  in the photo  vignette 2d. stam ps. 
At one stage a curved doctor b lade was experim ented  w ith,
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bu t the backlash on this when the m achine was stopped 
caused it to m ark  the cylinder surface, lead ing  to the Curved 
Line flaws on so m any of the stam ps produced  in  1935 and  
1936.

W hen tiny m etal particles, in troduced  to the  ink  by the 
thinners, were pressed into the surface of the cylinder by the 
ink roller, they led to a whole series of w hat are called  Eleventh- 
row Repetition Flaws. Because the circum ference of this roller 
m easured only five-sixths th a t of the cylinder, the  m arks were 
repeated six times in all, and  separated  from  each  o ther by 
a distance equal to one sixth of the circum ference of the 
cylinder. They thus occurred  in d iam etrically  opposite pairs 
and derived their n am e from  the fact tha t, unless one of them  
fell on a sheet m arg in , bo th  appear in exactly the  sam e posi­
tion on stam ps eleven rows ap a rt and  inscribed in different 
languages.

T he paper on which the stam ps were p rin ted  was in  rolls, 
which necessitated some jo in ing by the m anufacturer, and  by 
the p rin ter when the beginning of one roll h ad  to be joined  
to the end  of another. T he overlap, w hen the jo in ing  was done 
during  m anufacture, was generally m ore th a n  300 m m , with 
irregular edges, and  the jo in ing  was done w ith the sam e a d h e ­
sive as th a t app lied  to the rest of the paper. D uring  p rin ting  
on the o ther han d  the jo in ing  was by m eans of a fairly narrow  
self-adhesive strip, so a p rin te r’s jo in  is d istinguished by its 
straight edges and  narrow  overlap.

Stam ps p rin ted  over this jo in  are described as having Joined 
Paper and  they derive the ir im portance from  the fact, p a r tic u ­
larly where the join falls n ear the m iddle of the  design, th a t 
if the two thicknesses of p ap er are separated , there is left a 
stam p which is partly  unprin ted . Prices here are for pairs of 
these, and  not for joins which fall on the sheet m arg in  or 
mostly in the gu tter betw een the stam ps. Initially  no  a ttem p t 
seems to have been m ade to w ithhold from  sale the sheets 
with joins, b u t la ter the p ap er m anu fac tu re r was requ ired  to 
m ark  the joins, e ither by a b ro ad  red  brush  line or a strip  of 
red paper so the joins could be detected  an d  the stam ps re ­
moved. It is for this reason tha t jo ined  papers are m uch  rare r 
am ong hyphenated  stam ps, although  these are sometimes 
found with an  offset of the red  of the b ru shm ark  or strip.

It was difficult in the h an d  tooling of the arrows on the 
cylinders not to engrave them  too deeply, w hich caused 
sm udging, and  the undried  ink when it h ad  been transferred  
to the surface of the draw  roller caused partly  p rin ted  or Ghost 
Arrows to appear on  the sheet m argins, usually well away from  
the norm al arrow.

T he surface of the pressure roller was coated  w ith a ru b ­
berised substance in which in  tim e sm all inden tations a p ­
peared. Lack of pressure a t these points caused sm all white 
flaws to appear on the surface of some of the stam ps. They 
derive their interest from  the fact th a t  because the  pressure 
roller h ad  a different circum ference from  th a t  of the  p rin ting  
cylinder they appeared  in d ifferent positions on succeeding 
sheets, bu t always in the sam e vertical plane. Because the ir 
position moved like this they were given the nam e of Travelling 
Flaws.

D uring  the  whole of the U nion period the rotogravure 
stam ps were perfo ra ted  and  cut into  sheets before they left the 
p rin tin g  m achine. T here  were two of these m achines, one 
w ith an  Eleven Row Comb an d  the o th er w ith a single comb. 
As needless to say the  single com b app liance was slower in 
operation , it was usually used w hen p rin tin g  the stam ps of 
w hich generally sm aller quan tities were requ ired . It was, of 
course, not possible to set these perforators so th a t one revolu­
tion  of the p rin tin g  cylinder w ould coincide exactly with 
twenty-two beats of the single com b or two of eleven rows, so 
th a t in practice frequen t ad justm ents were necessary to bring  
the perfo ration  back  to the centre of the g u tte r betw een the 
stam ps. Such ad justm ents led  to a row of stam ps being perfo ­
ra ted  to a narrow er or w ider size th a n  no rm al and  on very 
wide stam ps it looks as though  one perfo ration  hole is miss­
ing. Because of these differences w hen the size of a stam p is 
referred  to in  this work it is always th a t of the design and  
never the m easurem ent betw een perforations.

Q uite early on, one of the eleven row perforators used for 
the large, 120 to a sheet, stam ps got dam aged  and  h ad  to be 
repaired . T his was done in such a way th a t on  the three top 
rows the holes betw een num bers two an d  three of the row 
were no t in exact a lignm ent, th a t a t the top  of row two being 
even fu rth e r ou t th a n  some of the  others. T his perfo rato r was 
kep t as a spare an d  only used while the  regu lar ones were be­
ing reconditioned . W here it is found  to have been a t work, 
it need  not necessarily have been for all the sheets of an  issue 
an d  some do no t show it a t all. I t  is possible to find  this perfo ­
ra tion  on definitive stam ps from  at least Issue 2 of the 2d. 
value to the  end  of the  A nim al Series, and  also on some of the 
Com m em oratives. T h e  three rows w ith w hat has becom e 
know n as the  Drunken Perfs are dup licated  on each sheet and 
its m argins, an d  latterly  a t any rate, the  holes were slightly 
larger th a n  usual w hich helps in  the ir detection.

T h e  circum ference of the  p rin tin g  cylinders was such tha t 
it could accom m odate 22 rows of images, and  they were 
etched in  this way for the p rin tin g  of the roll stamps. O th e r­
wise only tw enty rows were etched, an d  after p rin tin g  the web 
h ad  twenty rows of stam ps followed by two b lank  rows and  so 
on. In  the  final stage a guillotine w hich cu t the web into 
sheets was set to cut th rough  the  cen tre  of the  b lank  spaces, 
and  so leave a stam p-sized m arg in  a t the  top an d  bo ttom  of 
each  sheet. Like the  perforators, this guillotine h ad  to be 
w atched and  its tim ing  ad justed  where necessary. Failure to 
do this resulted in some sheets having one very wide and  one 
very narrow  m arg in .

T h e  m achines were also equ ipped  w ith cyclometers which 
p rin ted  each  sheet n u m b er twice, spaced and  p laced in such 
a way th a t the n u m b er appeared  twice on one m arg in  of a 
sheet. To begin w ith they were in  four figures an d  p rin ted  in 
black, then  for a short tim e in b lue an d  finally in red . In  
abou t 1940 the  slower m ach ine  was fitted  w ith a five-figure 
cyclometer, and  it only p rin ted  the num bers in black.

E ach cylinder h ad  its pe rm an en t identity  n u m b er stam ped 
on it an d  it was these num bers w hich were quoted  when from 
1937 onw ard the postal au thorities fu rn ished  T h e  Philatelic
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Federation of Southern  A frica w ith periodic lists of stam ps 
p rin ted . T his inform ation  was passed on to collectors in  its 
publication , the South African Philatelist. From  1948 onw ard 
these cylinder num bers were p rin ted  on the sheet m argins, 
b u t the issues p rio r to th a t can  only be d ifferen tia ted , w hen 
there was m ore than  one in a p a rtic u la r group, by differences 
in the m arg inal arrows, their position in relation  to the 
nearest stamps, or cylinder flaws on the stam ps an d  m argins.

In  the values which had  a large n u m b er of issues they have 
been sub-divided into groups, those in each group having 
been produced from  the sam e multipositives.

T he  Rotogravure Pictorials con tinued  on sale from  A pril 
1930 till O ctober 1954, when they were superseded by the 
A nim al Series. They have been divided into two sections, 
which follow one another: the U nhyphenated  Series and  the 
H yphenated  Series, according to w hether they have the 
Afrikaans p rin ted  as one word — SUIDAFRIKA — or two 
words joined by a hyphen — SUID-AFRIKA.

W here the actual n u m b er of the cylinder is unknow n it has 
been allocated a n u m b er in  brackets, which if followed by “x ” 
denotes an exterior cylinder, thus — In t. (1) and  Ext. (lx). In 
each value these num bers as well as those of the group and  
issue follow each o ther right th rough  the series.

This sequence in the num bering  will help the reader to fo l­
low the interchanging  of cylinders w hich frequently  took 
place in the p rin ting  of the bi-coloured stam ps of the lower 
values. Some cylinders had  a long life, o thers wore or got 
dam aged  fairly soon, an d  it would have been uneconom ical 
to em bark  on a long p rin t ru n  w ithout spare in terio r and  ex­
terior cylinders. O n occasions it is p robab le  th a t a newly 
etched cylinder would have been given a tria l run , which 
would explain the com plexity of the issues of the p h o to ­
vignette 2d. U nion Buildings stam p.

Any alteration  to either cylinder of an  issue is denoted  by 
the addition  of the suffix “a” to its num ber.

7

Rotogravure Pictorials
T he history of the  R otogravure Pictorials dates back to 1929 
when, subject to a series of tests and  a satisfactory repo rt from  
the ir agents in B ritain , H unter, Penrose L td ., the  U nion 
G overnm ent agreed to purchase a Goebel A. G. m achine for 
the p rin tin g  of stam ps by the ro togravure process.

T his involved the use of copper cylinders bearing  u n ­
screened im ages of the vignette an d  fram e designs copied 
from  the Id. Van Riebeeck Ship stam p, then  being produced  
by typography in Pretoria . T h ree  cylinders were etched at 
Leiden, H olland , b u t the tests themselves were carried  out at 
D arm stad t, Germ any, in  the presence of representatives of 
the U nion G overnm ent an d  the L ondon A gent. T hroughou t 
the opera tion  tria l sheets of the results, ob ta ined  w ith English 
and  G erm an b lack an d  red  inks on various types of p aper 
were forw arded to L ondon for the ag en t’s inspection an d  it is 
these th a t have becom e known philatelically  as the “D arm ­
stadt Trials”.

T here  were separate  ones of the in terio r and  exterior of the 
design an d  num erous exam ples of the  com plete stam p. Many 
d ifferent papers also were used, some being w ithout or with 
gum  an d  w ithout or w ith  w aterm ark . T h e  w aterm ark , when 
present, was eithe r a clover leaf or trefoil design, or the m u lti­
ple Springbok’s H ead  of the official postage stam p paper. As 
the trefoil design d id  no t always cover the en tire  surface of the 
p aper it is possible to have pairs w ith an d  w ithout this w ater­
m ark.

T h e  tria ls were p rin ted  in sheets of 240 (20 rows x 12), some 
w ith four figure serial num bers on the right m arg in , bu t 
there  were no m arg inal arrows. M any of the sheets were im ­
perforate, b u t o thers were perfo rated  by the eleven-row ap p li­
ance which form ed p a rt of the equ ipm en t of the m achine.

Following the  satisfactory com pletion  of the tests in O c­
tober 1929, the  cylinders were sent to the  U nion, bu t because 
of the ir w orn condition  they were no t used there. However, 
using exactly the sam e design, and  w ith the Goebel m achine 
which h ad  by then  been installed in Pretoria , the  first of the 
ro togravure stam ps, the Id. value in roll form , was p rin ted  
an d  p laced  on sale in A pril 1930.

A sub com m ittee appo in ted  by T h e  Philatelic Federation 
of Southern  A frica to decide on the status of the D arm stad t 
Trials reported  on 25 May 1954 th a t it was perfectly c lear tha t
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the stam ps m ade in D arm stad t could in no way be considered 
as an  official stam p issue, b u t in  the op in ion  of the sub ­
com m ittee the items known as the “D arm stad t Trials”, e ither 
in the form  of com plete stam ps or only the in terio r or exterior 
productions m ust be regarded  as proofs of the  U nion Id. 
rotogravure stamps.

As this decision obviously does not cover the H unter- 
Penrose or C igarette Tax labels in various colours an d  papers, 
nor the so-called “Booysen Essay”, all p roduced  a t this tim e, 
they have no t been listed. According to J. L. Booysen, black- 
and-white proofs of all values were provided by Waterlow. 
These were photographed  and  enlarged for redraw ing by the 
postage stam p d ep artm en t of the  G overnm ent Printer, in ­
cluding the Id . used in Leiden.

One Penny Trials
O n unw aterm arked, gum m ed p ap er and  perfo rated  14V2 x 14 
unless otherwise described.

DT 1 DT 7

1. Vignettes only, in black

DTI As described 
DT2 Trefoil w aterm ark 
DT3 Trefoil and  no w aterm ark  
DT4 U ngum m ed 
DT5 Im perforate

Pairs
50.00
75.00 

100,00
50.00
75.00

Trefoil w aterm ark

2. Frames only, in red
DT6 Trefoil w aterm ark
DT7 U ngum m ed
DT8 U ngum m ed and  im perforate

75.00
75.00
75.00

3. Complete in black a n d  red
DT9 As described
DT10 Springbok’s H ead  w aterm ark

30,00
125,00

DT11 Trefoil w aterm ark  75,00
DT12 Trefoil an d  no w aterm ark  100,00
DT13 U ngum m ed 50,00

T here  were one in terio r and  two exterior cylinders, the latter
having d ifferen t language orders, all p roduced  from  different 
m aster negatives from  those em ployed in  Pretoria . T hus the 
tria ls on  Springbok’s H ead  w aterm arked  p ap er can  be d istin ­
guished from  the  stam ps of the first two groups by the absence 
of the ir m aster negative characteristics.

Rotogravure Pictorials 
-  Unhyphenated

T h e  U nhyphenated  Series consisted of the ‘/ id . , I d . , 2d ., 3d., 
4d , 6d ., 1/- an d  2 /6  denom inations, all w ith designs sim ilar 
to those of the  L ondon Pictorials.

T h e  Vid. an d  6d. were redraw n b y j .  L. Booysen, and  the 
2d ., 3d ., 4 d ., 1/- and  2 /6  b y j .  Prentice, who reproduced  the 
original steel engravings of the 2d ., 3d ., and  4d. line by line 
from  photograph ic brom ide prints. T h e  'Ad., Id . and  6d. 
h ad  the vertical setting  of 18,5 x 22,5 m m , perforated  15 x 
14 and  p rin ted  in  sheets of 240 stam ps in 20 rows of 12, while 
the o ther values were in the  horizontal setting  of 27,5 x 21,75 
m m ., perfo rated  14 and  p rin ted  in sheets of 120 stam ps in 20 
rows of 6. In  this series as m any stam ps have the m ultip le 
Springboks’ H ead  w aterm ark  inverted  as have it uprigh t. 
Those from  two issues of the Id . denom ination  never have it 
u p rig h t and  the 6d. ones w ith  u p rig h t w aterm ark  are scarce.

Except w here otherwise sta ted  the sheets of stam ps h ad  a r­
row heads — abbrev iated  here to arrows — at the centre of 
each  of the four m argins and , except in one instance, they are 
in  the sam e colour as the fram e design. All sheets h ad  serial 
num bers rang ing  from  0001 to 9999 (10 000) p rin ted  twice on 
the r ig h th an d  m argins; first an d  generally in black, la ter in 
blue, then  red.

Because of the sim ilarity  in  the designs of these stam ps to 
those of the earlier typo and  recess p rin ted  ones, the features 
w hich d istinguish one from  the  o th er are given u n der each 
denom ination  except those of the Vid., Id . and  6d., which 
have the right leg of “R” in A FRICA  an d  SUIDAFRIKA en d ­
ing squarely  on the base line instead of being  curled.

'Ad. Group I  -  Issues 1, 2  and 3
T here  were three issues of this denom ination  p roduced  from  
two in terio r and  three exterior cylinders and  each can be 
identified  by the m arg inal arrows and , in certa in  instances, 
varieties on the  stam ps. T h e  first stam p on the sheets was in ­
scribed in A frikaans. T h e  M aster Negative C haracteristic 
consisting of a short green m ark  sloping slightly downward in 
betw een the  inn er ends of the th ird  an d  fourth  lines of sh ad ­
ing outside the  top le fthand  o rnam enta l square on every even 
num bered  A frikaans stam p, as shown on the accom panying 
sketch.

45



No. Issue Cylinders W aterm ark Issue date

36 1 (1) & (lx) U prigh t & inverted May 1931
2 (1) & (2x) U prigh t & inverted 1932
3 (2) & (3x) U prigh t Ju n e  1934

Issue 1 was probably  quite a small one as the stam ps are 
fairly scarce. Q uite early on three stam ps on the sheet deve­
loped a d istinct weakness in parts of the shading  around  the 
buck’s head , which took the form  of a whitish patch  in the 
positions shown in the accom panying illustrations.

Issue 2, the first stam ps of which becam e available early in 
1932, were p rin ted  from  the sam e in terio r cylinder as Issue 1, 
bu t in com bination  w ith a new ex terior cylinder. T his issue 
was a very large one an d  the prin tings were in four distinct 
phases. A fter the first p rin ting , w hich m ust have been a very 
small one, the three im ages of the in terio r cylinder which h ad  
displayed the light patches were retouched  and  a large p r in t­
ing m ade w ith vignettes in the sam e black ink as h ad  been 
used for all the Issues 1 an d  2 stam ps p roduced  thus far. They 
becam e known as the “N orm al” and  “R etouched” printings 
of Issue 2, b u t it m ust be em phasized th a t there is no d iffer­
ence whatsoever betw een them  except on the  three stam ps of 
the sheet.

T he th ird  p rin ting , again  a large one, h ad  the vignettes in 
a soft grey colour which led to the erroneous conclusion th a t 
the cylinder h ad  been treated  in some way, and  this becam e 
known as the “C leaned Plate” p rin ting . T h e  stam ps always 
have the w aterm ark  up righ t. W hen it cam e to the fourth  
prin ting , again  a m oderately  large one, a d ifferent b u t still 
greyish ink was used, w hich com bined w ith the now slightly 
worn condition of the cylinder gave a d ifferent appearance to 
the buck’s horns, from  w hich it derived the nam e of the 
“Splintered H orns” p rin ting . These stam ps always have the 
w aterm ark  inverted.

Subsequent issues of this and  o th er denom inations have 
gone through  alm ost sim ilar and  identified  phases w ithout 
any a ttem p t having been m ade to list them  individually. 
However, as they h ad  been given nam es, the ir separate  listing 
was a ttem pted  in the G olden Jubilee edition , w ith disastrous 
results — th a t p a rt of this section has been described as being 
incom prehensible. A sim plified form  of listing has been 
adopted . If  collectors will rem em ber th a t all the controls and  
most of the varieties m ay be found in three form s — in black 
and  green w ith up rig h t or inverted w aterm arks; in the

“C leaned P late” w ith u p rig h t w aterm ark  and  in the “Splin­
tered H orns” w ith inverted  w aterm ark  — they should  have no 
difficulty. Controls and  varieties of the two la tte r prin tings 
are w orth  approxim ately  1,5 tim es as m uch  as the first. W hen 
the “Splintered  H orns” p rin tin g  was m ade the  condition  of 
the pressure roller h ad  deterio ra ted , an d  there are several 
travelling flaws in  d ifferen t positions on these stam ps. Issue 
3 was p roduced  from  a new p a ir  of cylinders, (2) an d  (3x), 
an d  w ith the  w aterm ark  always up righ t.

Straight right leg of “R”

Issues 1, 2 and 3

V2d. Basic Stamps, Controls and Varieties, 
Issues 1 to 3 Pair 

M int Used
36 ’Ad. B lack and green. Shades of

grey to deep black and various 
greens. W atermark up right or 
inverted. 1,00 0,50

w
■if

\ 1 !

Note: Some of the illustrations 
were taken from  blocks w ith 
narrow  m argins an d  no t all of 
the arrow  is shown. T h ere  is, 
however, sufficient for iden tifi­
cation  if this fact is bo rne  in 
m ind .

“Cleaned” plate Design Characteristic “Splintered” horns
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Controls -  p er  arrow  block o f  fo u r  M /U
Ca. Issue 1.
Cb. Issue 2.
Cc. Issue 3.

Varieties -  M ultipositive  
VI.

250.00 
50,00

200.00

V2.

V3.

Green “arrow ” in the top left corner. 
Row 5 /8
Green blob in m iddle of bo ttom  bar. 
Row 15/8
Short black m ark  u n der tip  of buck’s 
left horn , “H ooked H orn”. Row 16/8. 
Note: T he “Snail” on the buck’s 
breast, row 1/12, is also a m u ltiposi­
tive variety, b u t because it can  be 
identified  there it is listed u n der the 
various issues.

3.00

3.00

3.00

36 V8 Before retouching 36 V12.

36 V7. 36 V9 After retouching 36 V13.

Cylinder (1 )  —  Issues 1 and/or 2
V4. Short black horizontal line in m arg in  

above “DA” of SUIDAFRIKA.
Row 1/1. 3,00

V5. W eak lines of shading above bu ck ’s 
muzzle and  also “Snail” variety on 
row 1/12 in p a ir w ith stam p row 1/11 
showing a green dot abou t m iddle of 
left perf. gutter. Issue 1. 10,00

V6. As above bu t showing a green dot 
abou t m iddle of right perf. gutter.
Issue 2. 3,00

V7. Retouch lines above buck’s muzzle
and  also “Snail” variety. Row 1/12. 3,00

V8. W hite patch  in fron t of buck’s breast.
Row 4/11. 3,00

V9. R etouch  lines in fron t of buck’s 
b reast. Row 4/11

V10. Vertical b lack line betw een tip  of 
bu ck ’s righ t ea r and  lower p a r t  of 
m edallion , on la ter prin tings only. 
Row 5/10.

V ll. B lack dot below tip  of buck’s left 
ho rn . Row 6/12.

V12. W eak lines of shading  and  also a tiny 
b lack do t betw een horns. Row 9 /5 .

V13. “Cobweb” variety, re touch  lines 
betw een horns. Row 9 /5 .

V14. Black “B arb” in bu ck ’s left ear. Row 
10/7.

V15. “B ulging Eye”, b lack m ark  in fron t of 
b uck’s righ t eye. Row 13/12.

V16. Black line across nose. Row 18/12.

36 VI. 36 V2 and V3

36 V14.

Issue 1 C ylinder (lx)
V17. Two sloping green m arks in m arg in  

above top left corner. Row 1/4.
V18. Large green m ark  below rig h th an d  

end  of top  bar. Row 17/8.
V19. G reen spot in top  righ t corner. Row 

19/12.
V20. G reen sm udge in m arg in  below 

stam p. Row 20/11.

Issue 2 C ylinder (2x)
V21. G reen dot in bo ttom  righ t corner. 

Row 1/8
V22. G reen line th rough  “R” of AFRICA, 

on all bu t the first printings. Row 
3 /2

V23. H orizontal green line n ear bottom  
righ t corner. Row 3/12 

V24. “D ollar” symbol, green stroke
through  “S” of SO U TH . Row 10/9

3.00

10,00

3.00

5.00

3.00

3.00

3.00
3.00

10,00

10,00

10,00

5.00

3.00

3.00

3.00

3.00

36 V5.

36 V15. 36 V16.
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V25. Sm udge a t right end  of bo ttom  bar.
Row 14/12 3,00

V26. Green line in bo ttom  left corner. Row
18/8 ,00

36 V22. 36 V24. 36 V25.

Issue 3
V27. “Snail” on b uck ’s breast an d  a green 

do tted  line, 3 m m  high, on the 
a ttached  m argin  n ear bottom  right 
corner of stam p row 1/12, b u t w ithout 
green dots in  the perf. gutters of V5 
and  V6

V28. W hite “b reak” in top bar n ear the 
righ t-hand  end. Row 6 /9

V29. Missing tip  of buck’s left ho rn . Row 
8 /9

V30. Green “L” m ark  on top bar. Row 11/3

10,00

10,00

10,00
5,00

36 V38.

General
V31. Jo ined paper 
V32. Partly p rin ted  fram es 
V33. B lurred  vignettes

100,00
200,00

50,00

V34. B lu rred  fram es 50,00
V35. Missing perf. hole 100,00
V36. Travelling flaw 20,00
V37. Sheet serial num ber. Block of four 5,00
V38. O ne m uch  paler vignette 150,00

N ote: T his has since been found  to
be a constant cylinder variety (2x)
from  the very last p rin ting .

Id. Groups I  and I I  -  Issues 1 to 7a
A fter appearing  initially  in roll form , the sheets of the stam ps 
becam e available on 1 May 1930. T here  were twelve issues 
from  eight in terio r and  eight exterior cylinders, the official 
num bers of which are no t on record; an d  because of a change 
in the fram e M aster Negative, and  later in the fram e M aster 
Design, this series has been divided into three groups.

Van Riebeeck’s Ship

T h ro ug h o u t the en tire  sequence the first stam p on every 
sheet was inscribed in Afrikaans.

T here  were eight issues in G roup I produced  from  five in ­
terior and  five exterior cylinders an d  two issues in G roup II 
m ade from  only one in terio r an d  one exterior cylinder. All six 
in terio r cylinders were etched  from  the sam e m ultipositive 
and  there is thus no difference in the vignettes of the stam ps 
of all ten issues. A lthough two different fram e m ultipositives 
were used and  the issues consequently have to be divided into 
two groups, all of the ir stam ps can be d istinguished from  
those of G roup III by the ir com m on design features.

Id . Design Features -  Issues 1 to 7a
1. T h e  horizontal lines in  the  side panels betw een the laurel 
w reaths around  the oval and  the fram e boundary  are close 
together on all stamps.
2. T h e  distance betw een the words POSSEEL and  IN- 
KOM STE on the A frikaans inscribed stam ps is 1 m m .

T h e  difference betw een stam ps of G roup I (Issues 1 to 6) 
and  of G roup II (Issues 7 an d  7a) is in design characteristics

36 V10. 36 V30. 1 2 4 ^  6 4
______________________________________________________  Design features and characteristics
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derived from  the m aster negatives used in p rep arin g  the two- 
fram e stam ps of a pair, enab ling  it to be allocated  to G roup 
I and  II.

Id. M aster Negative Characteristics -  Issues 1 to 6
3. T here is a tiny white nick a t 8 o’clock n ear the edge of the 
oval on all odd-num bered  English stamps.
4. T he first line of shading is m issing, giving the  im pression 
of a white spot, just u n d e r the top  rig h th an d  scroll on all odd- 
num bered  A frikaans stamps.
5. T here is a th inn ing  in the bo ttom  fram e line below “IN ” 
of INKOM STE on all even-num bered A frikaans stam ps.

Id. M aster Negative Characteristics 
-  Issues 7 an d  7a

6. T here  is a small white do t ju st above the  tip  of the leaf 
im m ediately under the top rig h th an d  scroll on all odd- 
num bered  A frikaans stamps.
7. T here is a whitish spot on the horizontal lines of shading 
near the two bottom  leaves in the r ig h th an d  panel of all even- 
num bered  A frikaans stamps.

A m ong the stam ps of G roup I only those of Issues 4a, 4b 
and  5 are known w ith inverted w aterm ark . In  the first they 
are scarce and  extrem ely rare in the  two latter, b u t all the 
stam ps of Issues 7 and  7a (G roup II) have the w aterm ark  in ­
verted. T hus it will be seen th a t the design characteristics 
need only be checked when separating  the w aterm ark  invert­
ed stam ps of the two groups.

Id. Group I  -  Issues 1 to 6
T he first four of this group  — Issues 1, 2, 3 an d  4 — were 
produced w ithout m arg inal arrows, b u t w ith control letters 
A, B, D, E and  F on the rig h th an d  m arg in  of the  sheets a t the 
ends of rows 5 and  16, following the  sheet num bers. These sig­
nified the chronological o rder of the printings, w hich were all 
in colours of je t b lack an d  rose-carm ine and  w ith the w ater­
m ark  uprigh t.

T here were no control letters on the second four — Issues 
4a, 4b, 5 and  6 — bu t differently  shaped  arrow  heads were 
im prin ted  on the centres of the sheet m argins. T h e  only re lia ­
ble m eans of identifying the stam ps of the various issues is 
through the cylinder varieties a n d /o r  the m arg in  w ith the 
control a ttached .

T here  are several features w hich m ake this a m ost d ifficult 
series to list, one being th a t the control letters B an d  E bo th  
appear with the stam ps of two issues. A nother is th a t m any 
m onths after the appearance of the F control issue, p rintings 
appeared  w hich h ad  been p roduced  from  the sam e cylinders, 
b u t having m arg inal arrows in black. As stam ps of an o th er 
issue had  appeared  in betw een, those w ith the b lack arrows 
were given a quite separate num ber. Finally, it has been 
shown, th rough  changes to a m ultipositive flaw on the stam p

in row 17/9, th a t the  in te rio r cylinder of the  issue which was 
nu m b ered  4, was actually  the last to be produced , and  this 
issue should  thus have h ad  the  n u m b er 6. In  o rder to remove 
these anom alies an  entirely  new system of num bering  has 
been adopted .

No. Issue Controls C ylinders W ater­
m ark

Issue
date

37 1 A an d  B (1) & (lx) U prig h t M ay 1930
2 B, D a n d  E (2) & (2x) U prigh t Ju n e  1930
3 E (1) & (2x) U prigh t Ju n e  1930
4 F (3) & (3x) U prigh t Sept 1930

4a Black arrow (3a) & (3x) U prig h t 
& invert

Early 1931

4b B lack an d  red  
arrows

(3a) & (3ax) U prigh t 
& invert

E arly 1931

5 R ough  red  arrows (4) & (4x) U prigh t 
& invert

L ate 1930

6 Fine red  arrows (5) & (5x) U prigh t Sept 1930

Issue 1 h ad  only two of the control letters A and  B, and  as 
w ith all of the  first fou r issues, they are a t the ends of the 5th 
an d  16th rows, opposite an  English and  an  A frikaans in ­
scribed stam p respectively.

It is thus easy to determ ine w hich is from  the u p per or 
lower p a rt of the  sheet.

Issue 2. H ere the control B appeared  again , apparen tly  
m istakenly for C — w hich was no t used a t all — along with 
D and  E. T h e  English stam p, row 5/12, has a variety known 
as the “Broken M ast” w hich m akes it easy to distinguish the 
top  B control block from  its co u n te rp a rt of Issue 1. T h e  cor­
responding block from  the lower h a lf of the sheet is identified 
by the absence of the following two varieties w hich are present 
only in the lower B control block of Issue 1.
a. A sm all b lack do t just above the  end  of the  m iddle yard ­
arm  on row 16/12.
b. A distinctive carm ine sm udge across the w reath  above 
R EV EN U E on row 17/12.

T h e  B control blocks of this issue are rare.
Issue 3. T h e  E control is repeated  an d  the cylinders (1) and  

(2x) were also ones w hich h ad  been  used previously. T he top 
control block of this issue is identified  by the  absence of the 
“Broken M ast” and  the lower one by the  presence of the a. 
variety. All th a t appears to have survived of this issue are the 
control blocks, an d  even they are rare.

Issue 4 h ad  the control F and , as this le tter is now slightly 
fu rth e r away from  the sheet num ber, the controls are best col­
lected in blocks of six. A t one stage of the p rin tin g  the cyclo­
m eter was no t inked, w ith the  result th a t  some of the control 
blocks show only an  uncoloured  im pression of the letter and 
num ber. T his issue has m ore in terio r m ultipositive varieties 
th a n  the earlie r ones an d  one of them , the  “D ragon” on row 
17/9, as it is known in the  booklet stam ps, has been reduced 
an d  is now know n as the  “Buckle”.

Issue 4a d iffered from  Issue 4 only in  th a t arrows in the

49



form  of fine do tted  lines h ad  been tooled on the in terio r 
cylinder. As there was now no control letter, the only d iffer­
ence is in the presence of the black arrows a t the centre of the 
sheet m argins. A few of the stam ps have the  w aterm ark  in ­
verted, b u t the sam e varieties are present in this issue as in 4.

Issue 4b saw the sam e cylinders being used again, b u t with 
the difference th a t large arrows h ad  now been etched on the 
exterior cylinder. This m ust have been a very sm all p rin ting  
indeed as only three pieces, each showing only h a lf of an 
arrow, appear to have survived. O n them  the large red  arrow 
is p rin ted  over, bu t does no t ob literate the b lack one, and  they 
are rem arkable as being from  the only issue w hich h ad  arrows 
on both  the in terio r and  exterior cylinders. Even m ore 
rem arkable is the fact th a t two of the three pieces are exactly 
the sam e and  with inverted w aterm ark , while the th ird  has 
it uprigh t.

Issue 5 was ano ther sm all p rin ting , w ith irregularly  shaped 
arrows, and  alm ost all th a t are found are arrow  and  corner 
blocks, bu t even these are known w ith inverted w aterm ark. 
T he stam ps are well p rin ted , sim ilar to those of the first four 
issues and  some have a slight m aroon  tinge in them . T he 
“Buckle” flaw has again been treated  on the m ultipositive and  
now appears as a small irregu lar white triang le su rrounded  
by a border a little blacker than  the rest of the  vignette. It has 
only been seen on a few used single stamps.

Issue 6 which was previously num bered  4 was fairly sim ilar 
as regards the p rin ting  and  colours, except th a t some of the 
stam ps have fram es in a m aroon  shade varying in some to a 
distinctive deep m aroon, which are scarce. T he m arg inal a r ­
rows are regular in shape and  quite distinct from  the rougher 
ones of the previous issue. T h e  w aterm arks are  always u p ­
right. T he row 17/9 flaw has now been pain ted  ou t com plete­
ly on the m ultipositive and  has the appearance of a large 
black dot. A lthough it often does no t show up  well against the 
dark  background one can be sure of it when the stam p also 
has the o ther m ultipositive flaw, a tiny red  dot in the gu tte r 
alm ost touching the m idd le of the le fthand  fram e line.

Id. Basic Stamps, Controls and Varieties, 
Issues 1 to 6 Fair

M in t U sed
37 Id. Je t  b lack  an d  rose-carm ine.

Shades to n o rm a l b lack  an d  
c a rm ine . W ate rm ark  u p r ig h t  
o r inverted . 2,00 0,50

37A Id. Je t  b lack  an d  deep m aroon . 
W ate rm ark  u p r ig h t  10,00 2,00

Controls  -  p er block o f  fo u r M /U
37 Ca. Issue 1. A opposite English stam p 50,00

Cb. Issue 1. A opposite A frikaans stam p 50,00
Cc. Issue 1. B opposite English stam p 45,00
Cd.
Ce.

Issue 1. B opposite A frikaans stam p 
Issue 2. B opposite English stam p 
with “Broken M ast”

40,00

200,00

37 Ci.

37 Cj.
Cf. Issue 2. B opposite A frikaans stam p 200,00
e g . Issue 2. D opposite English stam p

w ith “Broken M ast” 25,00
Ch. Issue 2. D opposite A frikaans stam p 25,00
Ci. Issue 2. E opposite English stam p

w ith “Broken M ast” 50,00
c j . Issue 2. E opposite A frikaans stam p 50,00
Ck. Issue 3. E opposite English stam p 100,00
Cl. Issue 3. E opposite A frikaans stam p 100,00
Cm . Issue 4. F opposite English stam p

block of six 60,00
Cn. Issue 4. F opposite A frikaans stam p

block of six 60,00
Co. Issue 4. A lbino F an d  num bers block

of six 150,00
Cp. Issue 4a. Arrow in black 50,00
Cq. Issue 4b. H alf of carm ine arrow

covering b lack (pair) 250,00
Cr. Issue 5. Arrow 150,00
Cs. Issue 6. Arrow in basic colours 100,00

37A Ct. Issue 6. Arrow in deep m aroon 200,00

4* *
4a 5 6

M arginal arrows — Id. Issues 4 to 6
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37 V12. 37 V5.

Varieties
M ultipositive M /U

VI. E xtended vertical stroke of ‘R’ in
SUIDAFRIKA. Row 4/10 5,00

V2. Black sloping lines in sea below
m ountain . Row 9 /5 5,00

V3. Red dot in serif of value. Row 11/2 5,00
V4. Black smudge. “Rugger B all” left of

lower yardarm  an d  broken fram e line
u n der ‘P O ’ of POSTAGE. Row 15/8 5,00

V5. Extra m o u n ta in  peak on A frikaans
stam p. Row 17/3 5,00

V6. Broken fram e line u n de r ‘P O ’ of
POSSEEL. Row 17/7 5,00

V7. Black line th rough  sunrays. Row 20 /4 5,00
V8. Top yardarm  extended to left side of

oval. Row 20/7 5,00
VI to V8 Deep M aroon 20,00
T he “Rugger B all” variety, V4 and
V7 and  V8 were only present from
Issue 4 onwards.

Cylinder -  Issues 1 an d  3
V9. W hite patch  next to m ast and  below

bottom  p en n an t, and  speckled
shading. Row 9 /9  and  10 5,00

V10. W hite “D olphin” in bo ttom  of m a in ­
sail. Row 11/1 5,00

V ll. Short black line to right of top  of
m ast. Row 14/1 5,00

V12. Extra m ounta in  peak on English
stam p. Row 14/9 5,00

V13. Large black dot on edge of oval at
7 o’clock. Row 18/3 5,00

Cylinder -  Issue 1
V14. W hite projection  on ‘O ’ of SO U TH

at 7 o’clock. Row 3/12 5,00
V15. W hite do t in fron t of ‘U ’ of SUID

A FR IK A . Row 15/1 5,00
V16. P rom inent red  dash  top of sunrays.

Row 17/6 5,00
V17. R ed sm udge across w reath  above

REV EN U E. Row 17/12 5,00
V18. Red do t in ‘F’ of AFRICA. Row

20/11. 5,00

Cylinder -  Issue 2
V19. “Broken M ast” w ithout m arg in . Row

5/12 7,00
V20. Black m ark  left of hull below skyline.

Row 11/5 7,00
V21. Sloping b lack stroke below ‘O U ’ of

SO U TH . Row 16/1 7,00
V22. Sloping b lack m ark  on edge of oval

a t 11 o’clock. Row 17/8 7,00
V23. C urved black line a t top  left portion

of oval. Row 17/8 7,00
V24. W hite patch  on edge of oval above

m ou n ta in . Row 19/4 7,00

Cylinder -  Issues 2  a n d  3
V25. Red do t betw een m idd le  an d  bottom

yards. Row 6/12 5,00
V26. R ed line ru n n in g  through  sunrays

and  fram e into  m arg in . Row 7/12 5,00

Cylinder  -  Issues 4, 4a a n d  4b
V27. Red dot in sea a t bow of ship. Row

2/11 4,00
V28. Black sm udge on ‘CA’ of AFRICA.

Row 4 /3 4,00
V29. Large b lack dot inside edge of oval at

9 o’clock. Row 5 /5 4,00
V30. L ight p a tch  a t top  of shrouds under

sail. Row 10/1 4,00
V31. As above b u t w ith retouch ing  a t left

of oval. Row 10/1 4,00
V32. L ine from  above bo ttom  yard ex tend ­

ing to m arg in , last stage. Row 16/1 4,00
V33. Large red  m ark  on left fram e line

n ear bo ttom . Row 16/3 4,00
V34. W hite blob in sail u n der top  yard

“Buckle” variety (m ulti). Row 17/9 4,00
V35. T h ickened  lines of shading  from  below

the bo ttom  yard upw ard to edge of
oval. Row 18/3 4,00
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V36. Black m ark  above ‘U ’ of SUID and  
sm all den t in oval a t 10 o’clock. Row 
20 /6

37 V48. 37 V34. 37 V49.

4,00

Cylinder -  Issue 5
V37. Two tiny black dots in m iddle and  

between first and  second sunrays.
Row 1/1 20,00

V38. Black dot m idway betw een stern  la n ­
tern  and  bo ttom  yardarm . Row 2/1 20,00

V39. Large white spot u n der top pennan t.
Row 2/11 20,00

V40. Small white triang le in  sail u n d e r top
yard (m ulti). Row 17/9 20,00

V41. Black m ark  betw een sunrays above
m ountain . Row 19/1 20,00

V42. Black dot above top p en n an t. Row
20/1 20,00

V43. Black dot below end of bottom
yardarm . Row 20/7  20,00

V44. Black dot left of stern  lan te rn . Row
20/11 20 ,00

Cylinder — Issue 6
V45. Red curved m ark  in sun. Row 1/2. 10,00
V46. Black m ark  in  sunrays touching  oval.

Row 1/6 10,00
V47. Red blob on edge of oval a t 2.30

o’clock. Row 4/11 10,00
V48. Broken “D w arfed” lan te rn  at bow of

ship. Row 9 /6  10,00
V49. Broken stern  lan te rn . Row 16/3 10,00
V50. Large b lack dot in sail u n der top

yard, (m ulti). Row 17/9 10,00
V51. Red spot on last “E” of REVENUE.

Row 20/1 10,00
V52. Break in fram e u n der ‘U ’ of

REVENUE. Row 20 /5  10,00
37A Deep m aroon  V45 to V52, 20,00

General
V53. Jo ined p ap er 100,000

37A V54. Jo ined paper. Je t b lack an d  deep
m aroon  200,00

37 V55. Missing fram es 250,00

V56. Partly missing fram es 150,00
V57. B lurred  vignettes 50,00
V58. B lurred  fram es 50,00
V59. M issing perf. hole 25,00
V60. M isplaced perforation 25,00
V61. Creased paper 25,00

37A V62. C reased paper. Je t b lack an d  deep
m aroon 50,00

37 V63. Sheet serial n u m b er no t already listed
u n de r controls. Block of four 15,00

37A V64. Sheet serial num ber. Je t b lack and
deep m aroon . Block of four 50,00

Id. Group I I  — Issues 7 and 7a
Only two issues m ade up  this group, p roduced  from  one in ­
terior cylinder, etched from  the sam e m ultipositive as in 
G roup I, an d  a new exterior m ultipositive. A lthough the 
stam ps of bo th  groups have identical design features they can 
be distinguished from  one an o th er by the differences in the ir 
m aster negative characteristics w hich have already been 
described. T h e ir  w aterm ark  is always inverted.

No. Issue Arrows Cylinders W ater­
m ark

Issue
dates

37B 7 Sm all (6) & (6x) Inverted Ju n e  1931
7a Large (6) & (6ax) Inverted July  1932

Issue 7 was an o th er of these early  productions w hich a p ­
peared  first w ith sm all arrows a t the centres of the m argins. 
W hen these were found  to be inadequate  larger ones were 
etched  over them . In  its now final stage the m ultipositive flaw 
on row 17/9 appears as a large b lu r know n as the “Search­
ligh t” flaw.

Issue 7a. As the larger arrows h ad  been  too deeply etched 
they nearly  always have a sm udgy or b lo tched  appearance, as 
indeed  do m ost of the stam ps because of the ir deeper colours.

Id. Basic Stamps, Controls and Varieties, 
Issues 7 and 7a

< -

Id. Issue 7 Id. Issue 7a

Pair 
M int U s e d .

37B Id. B lack and carm ine. Shades of
jet black and deep carm ine 2,00 0,50
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Controls — p er  arrow block o f  fo u r  M /U
37B Ca. 

Cb.
Issue 7 
Issue 7a

75,00
150,00

Varieties
M ultipositive

VI. Black sloping lines in  sea below
m ountain . Row 9 /5  5,00

V2. Black sm udge “Rugger Ball”, left of
lower yardarm . Row 15/8 5,00

V3. Extra m oun ta in  peak  on A frikaans
stam p. Row 17/3 5,00

V4. Black line th rough  sunrays. Row 20/4  5,00
V5. Top yardarm  extended to left side of

oval. Row 20 /7  5,00

37B V7. 37B V ll. 37B V12.

37B V13.

37B V15. 37B V16.

Cylinder
V6. Curved irregular b lack line to left of 

ship. Row 4/1 5,00
Broken m iddle yardarm . Row 7/1 5,00
Red dot in “1” of value. Row 12/12 5,00
Sloping black line from  tip  of peak  to 
edge of sun. Row 14/5 5,00

V10. Black dot betw een 3rd an d  4 th  su n ­
rays. Row 14/11 5,00
Black spot a t top of first sunray. Row 
15/2 5,00
“Loose rope” betw een top an d  m iddle 
yardarm s. Row 15/9 5,00

V7.
V8.
V9.

V ll.

V12.

V13. B lu rred  area u n d e r top  yardarm ,
“Search ligh t” (m ulti). Row 17/9 5,00

V14. Missing line of shading. Row 18/1 5,00
V15. Defective lines of shad ing  just below

bottom  yardarm . Row 19/10 5,00
V16. Sem i-circular light patch  right upper

q u a rte r  of oval. Row 2 0 /3 5,00
V17. Large b lack spot above skyline. Row

20 /9 5,00

General
V18. Jo ined  p ap er 100,00
V19. M issing vignettes 250,00
V20. Partly  p rin ted  fram es 100,00
V21. B lurred  vignettes 25,00
V22. B lurred  fram es 25,00
V23. Sheet serial num ber. Block of four 15,00

Id. Group I I I  — Issues 8 and 9
A gain only two issues m ake up  this group, p roduced  from  a 
d ifferent p a ir  of cylinders, the  official num bers of w hich are 
n o t known. B oth  h ad  m arg inal arrows of m edium  size and  
m ore reg u lar shape. T h e  stam ps of this group  are easily dis­
tinguished  from  those of the  previous two because they have 
d ifferen t design features:
1. T h e  horizontal lines in the side panels are now wider 
ap art.
2. T h e  distance betw een the words POSSEEL and  IN- 
KOM STE on the A frikaans stam ps is 2 m m .

T here  are also two tiny m aster negative characteristics of 
w hich, because they are on  stam ps in the even num bered  rows 
of the sheets, one or an o th er can  be found on any vertical pair 
unless it is inked over or covered by m isp lacem ent of the 
vignette.
3. T h e  rig h th an d  bo ttom  corner of the T  in AFRICA is ex­
tended  dow nw ard on all odd num bered  English inscribed 
stam ps.
4. T here  is a tiny nick in the top of the oval u n de r ‘R’ of 
A FR IK A  on all even nu m b ered  A frikaans inscribed stamps.

No. Issue C ylinders V ignette W ater­
m ark

Issue
dates

37C 8 (7) & (7x) Grey to blk. U p rig h t & 
Inverted

Aug 1932

9 (8) & (8x) Grey Inverted M arch 1934
37D 9 (8) & (8x) Steel b lue U p rig h t May 1934

Issue 8 was a large one and  the colours vary from  grey to 
b lack  in  the vignettes an d  from  pale  and  rosy m auve to red 
in the fram es. Fairly early  in its life the  in terio r cylinder deve­
loped a qu ite p rom inen t eleventh row flaw, which appears as 
a large red  do t on the  vignette of the th ird  stam p in four of 
the  rows. It is in the sea in rows 2 an d  13 and  a t the end of

S U i  P A F
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the bottom  pen n an t in rows 6 and  17; in the even rows the 
stam p is inscribed in English, in the odd ones A frikaans. O f 
the rem aining  pair one falls betw een ‘F ’ and  ‘R’ of AFRICA 
on row 10/3 where it is no t easily detected, and  the o ther on 
the bo ttom  m argin .

Issue 9 had  arrows which were shorter and  w ider th a n  those 
of the previous issue and  the stam ps appeared  first in colours 
of grey-black, and  rose, w ith the w aterm ark  always inverted. 
This was a sm all p rin ting  and  the stam ps are scarce, a little  
m ore so th a n  the p rin ting  with steel b lue vignettes and  u p ­
right w aterm ark  which followed.

Id. Basic Stamps, Controls and Varieties, 
Issues 8 and 9

Issues 8 and 9

37C Id. Black and rose. Shades of
grey-black and grey; pale rose, 
rosy m auve and red. Water­
mark upright or inverted.

37D Id. L ight steel b lu e and rose.
Shades of deeper blue. Water­
mark upright.

Pair  
M int Used

2,00  1,00

5,00 2,00

> n <a  ■— m
A

Id. Issue 8 Design Feature 3 Id Issue 9

Controls  -  per arrow block o f  fo u r M /U
Ca. Issue 8. 100,00
Cb. Issue 9. Grey-black vignette. 200,00
Cc. Issue 9. Steel b lue vignette. 200,00

Varieties
M ultipositive M /U

VI. Red dot inside top edge of oval. Row
4/12 5,00

V2. Two red  dots above m iddle of top
fram e line. Row 7/4 5,00

V3. Red nick in right side of ‘I ’ of SUID.
Row 11/11 5,00
Note: T he sloping red  m ark  above

‘K’ and  below A’ in A FR IK A  is of 
m ultipositive origin, b u t as the 
stam ps are  easily identified  they are 
listed u n der the ir respective issues. 
A lthough  some of the  vignette varie­
ties of Issue 9 are no t found on the 
stam ps of Issue 8 they occur also in 
the  roll stam ps (R12) so they are 
known to be m ultipositive flaws and  
are described accordingly.

37C V12. 37C V6. 37C V19.

Cylinder  -  Issue 8
V4. R ed spot in sea on English stam p

(11th row). Row 2 /3 5,00
V5. Black line u n d e r ‘SO ’ of SO U TH .

Row 4/1 5,00
V6. Black stroke betw een m iddle and  

bo ttom  yardarm s, “H igh  D iver”. Row
5/7 5,00

V7. Red spot at end  of bo ttom  p en n an t 
on English stam p, “St. Elm o’s L igh t”,
(11th row). Row 6 /3 5,00

V8. Red sm udge on lower p a rt of right
fram e. Row 10/2 5,00

V9. Sloping red  m ark  above ‘K’ and  below 
‘A’ in  A FR IK A . (M ulti) without tiny 
red  dot in g u tte r below ‘T ’ of
INKOM STE. Row 12/8 5,00

V10. R ed spot in sea of A frikaans stam p
(11th row) Row 13/3 5,00

V ll. Red spot at end  of bo ttom  p en n an t 
on A frikaans stam p, “St. Elm o’s
L igh t”, (11th row). Row 17/3 5,00

V12. “Arrow h ead ” on edge of oval a t 9.30
o’clock. Row 19/10 5,00

V13. R ed sm udge on first ‘A’ of AFRICA.
Row 20/7 5,00

Cylinder  -  Issue 9
V14. Large b lack do t on righ t side of oval

just above m idd le of stam p. Row 1/11 10,00
V15. Black spot left end  top yardarm

(M ulti). Row 9/1 10,00
V16. B lack m ark  above end  of top

yardarm . Row 10/4 10,00
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V17. Black spot n ear tip  of first sunray
(M ulti). Row 12/7 10,00

V18. Sloping red  m ark  above ‘K’ and  
below ‘A’ in A FRIKA (M ulti) with 
tiny red  dot in  gu tte r below ‘T ’ of 
INKOM STE. Row 12/8 10,00

V19. Black do t near left edge of oval and  
opposite top  yardarm , “A lbatross”.
Row 13/3 10,00

V20. Black spot betw een fourth  and  fifth
sunrays (M ulti). Row 16/12 10,00

V21. Large white circu lar pa tch  n ear
bottom  of righ t panel. Row 15/10 10,00

V22. As above, b u t la te r stage w ith ‘H ’ of
SO U TH  alm ost ob literated  10,00
Note: 37D Steel blue VI to V22 20,00

General
37C V23. Jo ined p ap er — grey vignette 100,00
37D V24. Jo ined p ap er — steel b lue vignette 200,00
37C V25. Missing vignette 300,00
37D V26. Missing perf. hole — steel blue

vignette 100,00
37C V27. Sheet serial num ber. Block of four 25,00
37D V28. Sheet serial num ber — blue vignette.

Block of four 50,00

Issues 1 to 3

2d. Group I  — Issues 1 to 3
T he design of the Rotogravure Pictorial stam p differs from  
th a t of the earlier recess p rin ted  one in th a t it now incor­
porates the Delville W ood W ar M em orial bu ilt in 1929. It is 
im m ediately ad jacen t to the top left h an d  p a rt of the value 
tablet, and, as shown in the sketch, m akes it easy to identify  
the rotogravure stam p.

W ith Delville Wood War Memorial
T he entire p roduction  was from  three in terio r cylinders 

etched from  the sam e m ultipositive and  th ree  exterior 
cylinders again from  a single m ultipositive so th a t all sheets 
in this group h ad  the first stam p inscribed in English. W hen

this m ultipositive p roduced  the first two fram e cylinders it 
still h ad  sm all arrows form ing  p a rt of it. These were found 
to be too sm all an d  larger ones were etched  over them  on both  
cylinders, giving four issues. T h e  th ird  fram e cylinder had  
large arrows from  the s ta rt to give an  Issue 3, bu t as the 
colours of the stam ps of this issue were changed  there were six 
p rin tings in  all. T h e  w aterm ark  is bo th  u p rig h t and  inverted 
in  all three issues.

No. Issue C ylinders Arrows Colours Issue
date

38 1 (1) & (lx) Sm all Grey & m auve A pril 1931
la (1) & (lax) Large Grey & m auve M arch 1932
2 (2) & (2x) Sm all Grey & p u rp le Feb 1932

2a (2) & (2ax) Large Grey & p u rp le O ct 1933
3 In t. 34, Ext. 42 Large Grey & pu rp le 1934

38A 3 In t. 34, Ext. 42 Large Blue & violet M arch  1938

Issue 1 first appeared  in A pril 1931 in sheets which had  
sm all arrows a t the centres of the sheet m argins an d  with both  
u p rig h t and  inverted  w aterm arks. T h e  colours d id  no t vary 
greatly, usually being  greenish grey an d  dull m auve, bu t 
copies are know n w ith sepia vignettes. These latter, which 
were never on sale to the public, are p robab ly  p a rt of a trial 
p rin tin g  from  an  in terio r cylinder w hich h ad  to be discarded 
because the vignettes were too narrow  for the fram es, which 
are from  cylinder (lx) and  in the no rm al colour.

Issue la  appeared  in M arch 1932 p rin ted  from  the same 
cylinders, b u t w ith larger arrows etched  over the small ones 
on the ex terior cylinder. T his was the  only change and  the 
only difference betw een the two issues is in  the size of their 
arrows. T h is m ust have been a sm all p rin ting , as the  arrow 
pieces are rare.

Because the sm all arrows of Issues 1 and  2 are exactly the 
sam e an d  the larger ones etched  over them  are very similar, 
they are best d ifferen tia ted  by the presence of varieties on the 
stam ps ad jacen t to the arrows in Issues 1 and  la , w hich are 
absent in Issues 2 an d  2a.
Top: M auve dot in u p p e r right corner of vignette, row

1/3 , an d  b reak  n ea r top left inner vertical fram e 
line, row 1/4.

Left: M auve do t betw een ‘P ’ an d  ‘O ’ of POSTAGE. Row
11/1.

R ight: M auve do t over ‘H ’ of SO U TH . Row 10/6.
Bottom : M auve dot below ‘O ’ of SO U TH . Row 20/4.

Issue 2 h ad  sm all arrows sim ilar to Issue I, bu t pieces 
having this arrow  on the ir m arg in  can  be distinguished by the 
fact th a t the  break  in the left inn er vertical fram e has been 
re touched  an d  the o ther varieties are all absent. Differing 
from  Issue 1, however, the etch ing  of the larger arrows was 
done m uch  earlier in the  life of the  cylinder (2x) so th a t here 
it is the arrow  pieces of Issue 2 w hich are m uch  scarcer than  
those of Issue 2a. Some of the vignettes have a distinctive 
brownish colour, b u t they are  rare.

Issue 2a was p rin ted  from  the sam e cylinders, bu t again
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w ith larger arrows etched over the sm all ones on the exterior 
cylinder. These large arrows are fairly sim ilar to those of Issue 
la , b u t the  arrow  pieces can  be distinguished by the presence 
of the retouch to the left inner vertical fram e line, row 1/4, 
and  the absence of the varieties on the ad join ing  stam ps. T his 
was a large isue, w aterm arks are up rig h t and  inverted, and  
the colours vary a good deal. Some of the vignettes have a 
bluish tinge and  others have fram es of a distinctive reddish 
purple.

Issue 3, the last of the series, was p rin ted  from  two new 
cylinders, the num bers of w hich are know n to be 34 in terio r 
and  42 exterior and  w ith large arrows. These are of a d ifferent 
shape from  those of Issues la  and  2a an d  broader, so they can 
be identified  quite easily. T h e  original colours were variations 
of grey and  purple, bu t du rin g  M arch 1938 the stam ps a p ­
peared in quite different colours of slate-blue to indigo and  
violet. T he new colours are so d ifferent an d  the stam ps p r in t­
ed in them  so easily identified  th a t they have been listed 
separately as No. 38A.

A fu rther distinguishing feature of these issues can be 
found in the bo ttom  righ t corner stam p of each sheet, row 
20/6 . It is easily located a t the position of one o’clock on the 
line encircling the value, and  appears in the form  of a white 
break in the circle in Issues 1 and  la , the absence of the break 
in Issues 2 an d  2a an d  as a small m auve or violet projection 
from  the sam e place in Issue 3. W hen these varieties only are 
present, the earliest p rintings are ind icated , as in each case 
an additional variety appeared  on this stam p of the later 
printings. Only the first p rin ting  h ad  the w aterm ark  inverted 
and  the stam ps are scarce.

2d. Basic Stamps, Controls and Varieties, 
Issues 1 to 3

Pair 
M int Used

38 2d. Grey and mauve. Shades of
greenish, brownish, b lu ish
and slate-grey, purple and red­
dish purple, watermark up­
right or inverted. 5,00 2,00

OO 00 > 2d. Slate-blue and violet. Shades
to indigo. U pright watermark. 125,00 30,00

38B 2d. Sepia and m auve tria l. U p ­
right watermark. 150,00 100,00

C o n tr o ls  -  p e r  a r r o w  b lo c k  o f  f o u r  M /U
38 Ca. Issue 1 75,00
38B Cb. Sepia & m auve trial 500,00
38 Cc. Issue la 300,00

Cd. Issue 2 200,00
Ce. Issue 2 a 75,00
Cf. Issue 3 Grey and  purp le 50,00

38A Cg- Issue 3 — Blue and  violet 400,000

r
1 and 2

V

A
la

v u
4

/ K
4

M arginal arrows -  2d. Issues 1 to 3

V a rie tie s

38
M ultipositive

VI. Spot above ‘O ’ of SO U TH . Row 1/1
of Issue 2 & 3 15,00

V2. Dot after ‘L’ in POSSEEL. Row 3 /2 15,00
V3. Dot before ‘P ’ in POSSEEL. Row 6 /5 15,00
V4. Dot in top of ‘C ’ of AFRICA. Row

10/2 15,00
V5. Dot over T ’ of SO U TH . Row 10/6 15,00
V6. D ot in ‘I ’ an d  an o th er in  sky under

‘R’ of AFRICA. Row 11/2 15,00
V7. Dots betw een ‘P ’ an d  ‘O ’ of

POSTAGE. Row 15/1 15,00
V8. D ot over ‘F’ of AFRICA  and  ano ther

in top righ t fram e. Row 19/1 15,00
V9. D ot in n ear m idd le of left inner 

fram e lines and  an o th er in the ball of
‘2’. Row 20/1 15,00

V10. D ot over ‘O U ’ of SO U TH . Row 20/4 15,00
V ll. D ot over ‘S’ of SUIDAFRIKA. Row

20 /5
38A VI to V ll. Blue and  violet

15,00
200,00

38 V13. 38 V18. V26.

C y lin d e r  -  Is s u e s  1  a n d /o r  l a
V12. Dot righ t of spire of right tower. Row

1/3 15,00
V13. Break in  left inner vertical fram e

line. Row 1/4 15,00
V14. Sm udge in fram e above ‘S’ of

SO U TH . Row 5/1 15,00
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V15. Sm all dot above ‘H ’ of SO U TH . Row
10/6 15,00

V16. Dot betw een ‘P ’ and  ‘O ’ of
POSTAGE. Row 11/1 15,00

V17. S traight serif to ‘R’ of SUIDAFRIKA.
Row 14/1 15,00

V18. Break in and  m ark  above bottom
inner fram e line on the left (gelatine 
flaw). Row 17/3 15,00

V19. Large dot in inner white fram e above
righ t tower (m ulti). Row 2 0 /3  15,00

V20. Mauve do t in sky u n der ‘O ’ of
SO U TH . Row 20/4  on la ter prin tings 15,00

V21. Break a t 1 o’clock in  circle around
value. Row 2 0 /6  15,00

V22. As above, b u t w ith extension of spire 
on left tower on la ter printings. Row 
20/6  15,00

38 V31.

Cylinder -  Issues 2  and/or 2a
V23. Left inner fram e line retouched. Row

1/4 15,00
V24. Two grey spots one on each side of

tower. Row 10/5 15,00
V25. Two grey spots righ t of left tower.

Row 19/1 15,00
V26. “Ball” in left vertical fram e. Row

19/5 15,00
V27. Dot on white line below ‘U ’ of SUID.

Row 20/1 15,00
V28. T iny dot on inner white fram e line

above right tower (m ulti). Row 20 /3 15,00
V29. Two dots in top righ t corner. Row

20/5 15,00
V30. Purple m ark  right of left tower. Row

20/6 15,00
V31. Bottom  right corner pair with value 

circle complete, b u t w ithout V30.
Early printings. Row 20 /6 15,00

38 V30. 38 V41.

38 V42.

Cylinder -  Issue 3.
V32. Dots in  sky u n de r T  of SO U TH .

Row 1/1 15,00
V33. D ot in inn er fram e line, bo ttom  left

corner. Row 2 /5  15,00
V34. Grey spot left of left tower “Balloon”.

Row 9 /4  15,00
V35. Sm udge in sky u n d e r ‘R’ and  line

through  ‘IC ’ of A FR ICA . Row 10/2 15,00
V36. D ot in m arg in  above T  of SO U TH .

Row 10/6 15,00
V37. Spot an d  line left of left tower. Row

11/2 15,00
V38. L ine over right chimney. Row 11/3 15,00
V39. W hite  ‘L e a f in bo ttom  right corner.

Row 18/6 15,00
V40. Two dots, one on each side of right

tower. Row 20/1 15,00
V41. H orizontal p ro jection  rig h t of left 

tower, “F lag sta ff’ and  p u rp le  pro jec­
tion  a t top  righ t of value circle. Row 
2 0 /6  15,00

V42. P urp le  projection  a t top righ t of
value circle, b u t w ithout “F lag sta ff’,
early p rin tin g . Row 2 0 /6  100,00
38A V32 to V41. Blue an d  violet 200,00

General
38 V43. Jo ined  paper, grey vignettes 100,00
38A V44. Jo ined  paper, b lue vignettes 500,00
38 V45. Partly  p rin ted  vignette 500,00

V46. M issing fram e 400,00
V47. Partly  m issing fram e 250,00
V48. B lurred  vignettes 50,00
V49. B lurred  fram es 50,00
V50. W hite streak due to creased p ap er 50,00
V51. Perforation  th rough  stam ps 75,00
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V52. Sheet serial num ber, grey an d  m auve
— block of four 20,00 

38A V53. Sheet serial num ber, b lue an d  violet
— block of four 375,00

Rotogravure prin ting  fram e feature

3d. Group I  — Issues 1 and 2
T he design of the 3d. Rotogravure P ictorial stam p differed 
from  th a t of the recess p rin ting  by the omission of the two fine 
lines im m ediately below the top fram e line and  the reduction  
from  two lines to one betw een the words POSTAGE and  PO S­
SEEL and  the bo ttom  fram e line.

T here  were two issues of this denom ination  p roduced  from  
two in terio r cylinders and  one exterior, and  because of vari­
ous changes they divide into four printings. T h e  first three 
belonged to Issue 1, from  in terio r cylinder (1) an d  exterior 
15, while Issue 2 was m ade from  a new in terio r cylinder No. 
6914 and  the sam e exterior one, b u t here there was only one 
p rinting.

As the sam e exterior cylinder was used th roughou t, all the 
sheets had  sim ilar small arrows at the centres of the m argins, 
and  the first stam p inscribed in English.

No. Issue Cylinders Colours W aterm ark Issue date

39 1 In t. (1) & 
Ext. 15

Black & red U p righ t. & Inv. Nov 1931

39A 1 In t. (1) & 
Ext. 15

Blue & b lue U p righ t. & Inv. O ct 1933

39B 2 In t. 6914 
& Ext. 15

Blue & blue U prigh t. & Inv. Sept 1937

Issue 1. T h e  first p rin ting , as w ith those of the Id . denom i­
nation , and  incidentally  the only o ther value in which this 
occurred, h ad  the le tter A’ a t the ends of the  5th  and  16th 
rows, following the sheet num bers, b u t w ith the dissim ilarity 
tha t, due to the d ifferent language order, the le tter was a d ja ­
cent to an A frikaans stam p a t the top and  an  English one in 
the lower p a rt of the sheets. T he colours were b lack and  
usually brow n-red, although  a few of the stam ps have fram es 
in red  sim ilar to those of the next p rin tin g  w hich no longer

h ad  the  control le tte r on the sheet m argins. T h e  w aterm ark  
was always inverted.

T h e  second p rin ting , w ith the sheet num bers again in 
b lack b u t w ithout the control letter, was p roduced  from  the 
sam e cylinders an d  again in b lack an d  red. T he fram e colour, 
usually rose-red, gave the  stam ps a ligh ter and  b righ ter a p ­
p earance th a n  those from  the first p rin ting . T h e  w aterm ark  
was u p rig h t only.

T h e  th ird  p rin tin g  was again  from  the sam e p a ir of 
cylinders, b u t w ith the  colours changed  to b lue and  blue. T he 
w aterm ark  appeared  u p righ t and  inverted  at d ifferent times, 
b u t as the cylinders were the same, the  varieties of the two 
previous prin tings are, of course, present on the sheets of this 
one.

Issue 2 was p roduced  from  a new in terio r cylinder and  the 
sam e ex terior one which h ad  been used previously. T he  
colours were again  b lue and  blue, b u t the clouds were m uch  
less p rom inen t, alm ost absent in  fact, w hich m akes it easy to 
distinguish these stam ps from  the blues of Issue 1. Sheet n u m ­
bers were in black, then  blue.

W ith  the change of the  in terio r cylinder the well known 
“Two Dots in  G able” and  “S huttered  W indow ” varieties d is­
appeared  from  the sheets, b u t the fram e cylinder flaws re ­
m ained .

3d. Basic Stamps, Controls and Varieties, 
Issues 1 and 2 „ .Pair 

M int Used
39 3d. B lack and red. Shades of

brown-red and rose-red water­
m ark upright or inverted 30,00 20,00

39A 3d. B lu e and blue. Shades of 
brigh t b lu e and deep blue, 
watermark up right or inverted 10,00 4,00

39B 3d. B lu e and blue. Shades of 
brigh t b lu e and deep blue, 
design sim ilar to 39A except 
the clouds are m uch fainter, 
watermark up right or
inverted. 10,00 4,00

M arginal arrows — 3d. Issues 1 and 2

C o n tr o ls  -  p e r  b lo c k  o f  f o u r  M /U
39 Ca. Issue 1 — C ontrol A  opposite

A frikaans stam p (block of six) 150,00
Cb. Issue 1 — C ontrol A  opposite English

stam p (block of six) 150,00
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Cc. Issue 1 — arrow in red  w ith u p righ t 
or inverted w aterm ark  

39A Cd. Issue 1 — Arrow in b lue w ith u p righ t 
or inverted w aterm ark 

39B Ce. Issue 2 — Arrow in blue from  top, 
left or righ t m arg in , w ith clouds 
fain ter th a n  in Cd. above 

Cf. Issue 2 — Arrow in b lue from  bottom  
m arg in  w ithout the varieties on rows 
19/3 and  20 /4  in Issue 1, w ith u p ­
right or inverted w aterm ark

Varieties

39 VI.

V2.

V3.

Cylinder — Issue 1
A dditional sm all window in th ird
gable from  left. Row 10/6
Two dots in second gable from  left.
Row 19/3
“Shuttered  W indow ” in second gable 
from left. Row 20/4

39 V3. “Shuttered window”

39

39A

39B

Cylinder -  Issues 1 a n d  2
V4. Sm udge in top  fram e n ear left co rn ­

er. Row 2 /5  
V5. Break in  fram e u n der POSTAGE. 

Row 5/1
V6. Blob near top right corner and  no 

shading over the trees. Row 6 /4  
V7. Flaw in top left corner of fram e and  

spot u n der A F ’ of AFRIK A . Row 7/4 
V8. Broken ‘R’ in AFRICA. Row 20/2

VI to V8. Black and  red, w aterm ark  
uprigh t or inverted 
VI to V8. Blue and  blue, w aterm ark  
uprigh t or inverted

125,00

50,00

50,00

75,00

50,00

20,00

39 V ll. B lu rred  fram es, b lack an d  red  50,00
39B V12. V ignette com pletely missing, b lue

an d  blue 500,00
V13. V ignettes partly  p rin ted , b lue and

b lue  200,00
V14. Fram es partly  p rin ted , blue and  blue 200,00 
V15. B ad reg istra tion  of vignettes, alm ost 

covering SO U T H  AFRICA and  
SUIDAFRIKA, b lue an d  blue 75,00

39 V16. Black sheet num ber, b lack an d  red,
w ithout A’ 90,00

39A V16. B lack sheet num ber, b lue and  blue 30,00
39B V16. Blue sheet num ber, b lue an d  b lue 30,00

Rural huts

4d. Group I  -  Issues 1 and 2
As w ith the o th er values in this series, the 4d. Rotogravure 
stam p h ad  its design and  colours copied from  its predecessor 
o f the recess p rin ting . T h ere  were only two issues, each 
p roduced  from  a single cylinder p repared  from  different 
m ultipositives, and  there  are sm all differences, as shown on 
the accom panying draw ings which enab le  the stam ps of each 
issue to be distinguished from  one an o th er and  the London 
printings.

Z  L / A f £ S

S O L /D  S C R O L L

Issue 1
SC R O LL W IT H  

C * O O K £ D  L IN E .

Issue 2

u p r ig h t  o r  in v e r te d 20,00 No. Issue C ylinders W aterm ark Arrows Issue dates

General 40 1 Single 
No. (1)

U p rt. & inv. Large Nov 1932

39 V9. J o in e d  p a p e r ,  b la c k  a n d  re d  
39B V10. J o in e d  p a p e r , b lu e  a n d  b lu e

300.00
600.00

40A 2 Single 
No. 19

U p rt. & inv. M edium 1936
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Issue 1 m ade its appearance on 19 N ovem ber 1932, 
produced  from  a cylinder of which the official n u m b er is not 
on  record. T h e  m arg inal arrows were of the large type and  
the first stam p on each sheet was inscribed in English. Sheet 
num bers were always in b lack and  the  w aterm ark  was mostly 
inverted; stam ps w ith u p righ t w aterm arks are scarce. In ­
dividual stam ps can easily be identified  by the poles form ing 
the roof of the hu t being draw n w ith only two lines each and  
the shape of the rolled ends of the scroll a t the base.

Issue 2 was produced  from  a new cylinder, No. 19, and  first 
becam e available some tim e in 1936. A lthough slight changes 
had  been m ade to the design it is curious th a t the u n ­
hyphenated  SUIDAFRIKA should still have been used, see­
ing th a t the hyphenated  form  had  been adop ted  for Id. and  
5/- stam ps which had  appeared  earlier. T h e  poles on the hu t 
are solid an d  the ends of the scrolls are no t, b o th  features 
which enable the stam ps to be readily recognised. In  a d d i­
tion, the first stam p on these sheets was inscribed in 
AFRIKAANS, thus corner pairs are now listed u n der con­
trols, as they d iffer in the two issues. O nly the earliest p rin ting  
had  the w aterm ark inverted and  these stam ps are m uch  
scarcer.

T he sale of stam ps p rin ted  from  C ylinder 19 continued  for 
a considerable period. They were only superseded by a 
hyphenated  p roduction  towards the end  of 1952. As m ight be 
expected there were m any different shades of brow n and  the 
sheet num bers were first black, then  b lue and  finally red. A 
noteworthy feature is the appearance on the left m arg in  of 
the sheets of a tiny brow n m ark  ad join ing the top  left corner 
of the first stam p of the ten th  row, showing th a t the extra 
fram e had  not been com pletely m asked on the multipositive.

A lthough arrows are of m edium  size they were fairly deeply 
etched with the result th a t Ghost Arrows frequently  ap p ear 
in two different positions on the side m argins of the sheets.

4d. Basic Stamps, Controls and Varieties, 
Issues 1 and 2 Pair 

M int Used
40 4d.

a.
40A 4d.

R eddish brown. Pair from  
Issue 1 w ith  inverted water­
mark
W ith upright watermark 
Brown. Shades of chocolate, 
cinnam on, purple-brown and  
deep chestnut. Pair from Issue 
2 w ith upright watermark 
W ith inverted watermark

30.00
50.00

15.00
25.00

7.00
15.00

Controls
40 Ca.

Cb.

Issue 1 — Arrow block of four with 
inverted w aterm ark  
Issue 1 — Arrow block of four with 
u p righ t w aterm ark

4.00
8.00

M /U

100,00

150,00

>
A

4d. Issues 1 and 2

Cc. Issue 1 — C orner p a ir proving
language setting, w ith inverted w ater­
m ark

Cd. Issue 1 — C orner p a ir proving
language setting, w ith u p rig h t w ater­
m ark

40A Ce. Issue 2 — Arrow block of four with 
u p rig h t w aterm ark  

Cf. Issue 2 — Arrow block of four w ith 
inverted w aterm ark  

Cg. Issue 2 — C orner p a ir proving
language setting, w ith u p righ t w ater­
m ark

Ch. Issue 2 — C orner p a ir  proving
language setting, w ith inverted w ater­
m ark

40 V2. 40 A V3.

Varieties

40 VI.

V2.

V3.
V4.

V5.

C ylinder — Issue 1
Line th rou g h  ‘4d.’ in  left tab le t. Row
2/5
“B am boo” in m an ’s h and . Row 9 /2  
VI or V2. W ith  inverted w aterm ark  
VI or V2. W ith  u p rig h t w aterm ark

C ylinder — Issue 2
“M onkey” in tree. Row 2 /2
M ark on m arg in  ad jo in ing  top left
co rner of stam p. Row 10/1
Spot on rafter of h u t on right. Row
19/4

75.00

100,00

20.00

45.00

10.00 

20,00

40.00
75.00
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V6. W ith  “G host” arrow  on m arg in

V3 to V6. W ith  u p rig h t w aterm ark  10,00
V3 to V6. W ith  inverted w aterm ark  25,00

General
40 V7. Joined paper — Issue 1 350,00
40A v s . Jo ined  p ap er — Issue 2 350,00
40 V9. Sheet n u m b er — Issue 1, block of

four 75,00
40A V10. Sheet n u m b er in b lack — Issue 2,

block of four 20,00
VII. Sheet n u m b er in  b lue — Issue 2,

block of four 20,00
V12. Sheet num ber in red  -  Issue 2,

block of four 20,00

Design
characteristic

N orm al design 6d. Issue la

\ y
' ' . !

I T
y t v

Issues 1 and la

6d. Group I  — Issues 1 and la
T he design of the 6d. R otogravure stam p is sim ilar to th a t of 
the typographed production , except th a t the right leg of the 
‘R’ ends squarely on the base, as illustra ted  earlier. Only one 
interior and  one exterior cylinder were used for the entire 
production , bu t because the large arrows were only etched  on 
the exterior cylinder after the first p rin tin g  h ad  been m ade, 
they provide two issues. T he first stam p on all sheets was in ­
scribed in Afrikaans, and  black four-figure serial num bers 
appeared  twice on the rig h th an d  m arg in .

A m aster negative characteristic appears on every even 
num bered A frikaans stam p, in the form  of a sm all gap  in  a 
line of shading extending from  the right of the tree tru n k  to 
the oval. It will be found on any block of four stam ps, and  
on any p a ir w ith an  A frikaans copy from  an  even-num bered 
row of the sheet.

No. Issue Cylinders W aterm ark Arrows Issue dates

41 1 Int. (1) 
Ext. (lx)

Inverted N one May 1931

la In t. (1) 
Ext. (lax)

U p rt. & inv. Large A ug 1932

Issue 1, w ithout m arg inal arrows an d  w ith the w aterm ark  
inverted, appeared  on 13 May 1931. T h e  varieties on  the

“Aeroplane” variety w ithout and  w ith m arginal arrow

stam ps an d  sheet m arg ins are com m on to b o th  issues, so it is 
only the absence of the arrows w hich d istinguish this issue 
from  th a t w hich followed. T h is absence of arrows would, of 
course, be easy to detect if one h a d  a row of seven, or a strip 
of eleven w ith the  accom panying m arg in , b u t it is extrem ely 
unlikely th a t such exist. T h ere  are thus only three places 
where the  d istinction  can  be m ade, w hich are listed under 
controls.

Issue 2 h ad  a life of approxim ately  five years and , as m ight 
be expected, stam ps of m any different shades of the fram e 
m ay be found; those w ith the w aterm ark  u p rig h t are scarce.

6d. Basic Stamps, Controls and Varieties, 
Issues 1 and la „ .Pair 

M int Used
41 6d. Green and orange. Shades to

deep green and bu ff, reddish  
orange and yellow-orange, 
w ith  inverted watermark 15,00 3,00

a. W ith up right watermark 40,00 10,00

Controls M /U
C a. Issue 1 — p a ir  w ith  variety VI and

top m arg in  w ithout arrow  50,00
Cb. Issue 1 — p a ir  w ith “A eroplane” vari­

ety in bo ttom  m arg in  and  no arrow  50,00
Cc. Issue 1 — Block of four from  bottom

righ t corner of sheet with serial 
n u m b er or p a r t  of it on m arg in  50,00

Cd. Issue la  — arrow  block of four with
inverted w aterm ark  100,00

Ce. Issue la  — arrow  block of four with
u p rig h t w aterm ark  250,00
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Varieties
Cylinder — Issues 1 and  la

VI. Dot u n der first ‘A’ of AFRICA. Row 
1/6

V2. Dot in first A  of A FR IK A  and  green 
dot on 4 th  line of shading. Row 2 /2  

V3. “O range” in  fram e. Row 3 /2  
V4. H orizontal green line extending  b e ­

tween trees on pair. Row 4 /9  and  10 
V5. “W hite O range”. Row 7/9 
V6. W hite spot n ea r bo ttom  right corner 

of tree. Row 8 /9  
V7. Green m ark  on ‘6d.’ la ter printings.

Row 15/9
V8. Two scratches in tree. Row 16/10 
V9. Spot on left outside fram e line n ear 

m iddle. Row 19/12 
V10. Spot on  base of left bo ttom  scroll.

Row 20 /2
VII. Tree split at apex. Row 20/11

VI to V ll. W ith  inverted w aterm ark  30,00
VI to V ll. W ith  u p righ t w aterm ark  75,00

41 V3. 41 V5.

41 V7. 41 V8.

General
V12. Jo ined p ap er 200,00
V13. V ignettes partly  p rin ted  200,00
V14. B lurred  fram es 50,00
V15. “W hite O ranges”, vignettes ou t of

register 50,00
V16. W hite blob found in various positions

on tree. Any row /3  50,00
V17. Sheet serial num ber with inverted

w aterm ark  50,00
V18. Missing perforation  hole 150,00

41 V16. Various positions

Issues 1 and 2

1/- Group I  — Issues 1 and 2
T h e  design of the  two gnus on the  N atal coat of arm s, as well 
as the colours of this 1/- denom ination  were sim ilar to those 
of the recess p rin ted  stam p. T he differences are tha t there are 
now no horizontal short lines p rojecting  righ t from  the top  of 
the scroll u n d e rn ea th  the  letter ‘S’ a t po in t A, an d  the last ‘A’ 
in the place nam es partly  covers the flower a t po in t B, shown 
on the accom panying illustration . In  add ition  the shad ing  in 
the sky u n d e r the nam es is generally  fainter, even absent a l­
together in  some cases.

Rotogravure prin ting

T here  were two issues of this value m ade from  two different 
pairs of cylinders.

No. Issue Cylinders W aterm ark Issue dates

42 1 In t. 7020 & Ext. 6927 U prig h t & Inv. Sept. 1932
42A 2 In t. 6926 & Ext. 22 U prigh t Jan . 1938

Issue 1 appeared  on 14 S eptem ber 1932 in colours of 
yellow-brown an d  deep  blue w ith w aterm ark  inverted. T h e  
first stam p on the sheets was inscribed in English, the arrows 
were of the large type and  the sheet num bers black. Later 
p rin tings appeared  in various shades of brow n and  blue, some 
w ith the w aterm ark  u p rig h t, o thers w ith it inverted, b u t a l­
ways w ith sheet num bers in black.

In one p rin tin g  there was a usually qu ite  p rom inen t travel­
ling flaw in the r ig h th an d  parts  of the fram e of the last stam ps
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of the row, and  ano ther m uch  scarcer one, where it is a little 
m ore to the left in the fram e, b u t on which stam p of the row 
is unknown.

Issue 2 which becam e available on 27 Jan u ary  1938 h ad  a 
life of a little  over a year before being superseded by the 
hyphenated version, hence there were few p rin tings an d  the 
stamps are all in brown and  b righ t b lue shades w ith the 
w aterm ark uprigh t. T he first stam p of the  sheet was inscribed 
in Afrikaans and  the arrows were of a new type w ith little  
space between barbs and  shaft, and  segm ented w ith white 
lines which were actually  doctor b lade rests. These prevented 
the doctor b lade from  dragging the ink out of the etched  p o r­
tions of the arrows and  causing the sm udging so prevalent in 
the earlier type. T he sheet serial num bers were blue.

1/- Basic Stamps, Controls and Varieties, 
Issues 1 and 2 Pair 

M int Used
42 17- Brown and deep blue. Shades 

to yellowish brown and  
chocolate, and d u ll to bright 
blue. W atermark upright or 
inverted 30,00 20,00

1 2 
Marginal arrows — 1/- Issues 1 and 2

42
Controls  -  per block o f  fo u r M /U
Ca. Issue 1 — arrow  w ith inverted w ater­

m ark 100,00
Cb. Issue 1 — arrow  with u p rig h t w ater­

m ark 150,00
Cc. Issue 1 — corner p a ir proving

language setting 50,00
Cd. Issue 1 — arrow 200,00
Ce. Issue 2 — corner p a ir proving

language setting 50,00

Varieties
M ultipositive

VI. Brown spot a t the base of the tail of 
the lower gnu, Issue 1, row 2 /4  and  
Issue 2, row 1/4 75,00

Cylinder -  Issue 1
V2.
V3.
V4.
V5.

V6.

V7.

V8.

“Twisted h o rn ”. Row 1/5 50,00
“B ird” in sky. Row 2/1 50,00
D ot in first ‘A’ of A FRICA. Row 2 /2  50,00
Blue line u n de r ‘F’ of SUIDAFRIKA.
Row 4/1  50,00
C ut u n de r ‘R’ of SUIDAFRIKA. Row
10/3 50,00
Dot in last A’ of SUIDAFRIKA and
spot left of fron t g n u ’s muzzle. Row
11/2 50,00
D ot above rea r g n u ’s neck. 50,00

42 V17.

42 V10 and 12. 42 V ll.

Cylinder  -  Issue 2
V9. D ot below ‘FR’ of AFRICA. Row 1/2 
V10. M arks below ‘T ’ an d  above ‘TA’ of 

POSTAGE. Row 19/6
V ll. “D a rt” on G nu’s back. Row 20/1 
V12. D ot above first ‘S’ of POSSEEL and  

collar on G n u ’s neck. Row 20 /6

75.00

75.00
75.00

75.00

42 V2. 42 V3. 42 V5.
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General
V13. Jo ined  p ap er — Issue 1 
V14. Missing perforation  holes 
V15. Vertical perforation  m isplaced 
V16. H orizontal perforation  th rough  

stam ps
V17. W hite blob in various positions in the 

rig h th an d  p a rt of the fram e design. 
Any row /6  

V18. Black sheet n u m b er — block of four 
VI9. Blue sheet n u m b er — block of four 
V20. M ajor upw ard or downward m is­

p lacem ent of vignettes

250.00
100.00 
100,00

100,00

100,00
100,00
100,00

100,00

Issue 1

2 /6  Group I  -  Issue 1
T he design dep ic ting  an  oxwagon crossing a d rift is sim ilar 
to th a t of the recess p rin ted  stam p, as were the colours of 
green and  brown in which it first appeared . T he rotogravure 
stam ps can easily be identified  by the following differences:
a. T here is solid shading u n d e r the country  nam es instead of 
fine lines.
b. Below this solid shad ing  there is a fine white line and  below 
this again a thick  brown line.
c. T he lines of the scroll betw een the two value tablets are 
considerably thicker.

Rotogravure prin ting  features a and b

No. Issue Cylinders Colours W aterm ark Issue dates

43 1 In t. 27 & 
Ext. 7017

G reen & 
brow n

U p rt. & inv. Dec. 1932

43A I In t. 27 & 
Ext. 7017

Grey & brow n U prigh t 1940

43B 1 In t. 27 & 
Ext. 7017

Blue & brow n U prigh t 1945

T here  was only one issue of these stam ps, as only one pair 
of cylinders was used un til the hyphenated  version appeared

in 1949. D uring  this long period there were num erous p r in t­
ings w ith changes in  the vignette colour to bronze-green — 
in w hch m ost of the inverted w aterm arks are found  — then  
grey to grey-black an d  finally in  various shades of blue.

T h e  fram es of the last of this issue to be p rin ted  exhibit a 
d istinctly  w orn appearance. T h ere  were no arrows on the 
m argins of the  sheets, on w hich the first stam p was inscribed 
in A frikaans and  the  serial num bers were first black, then  
b lue and  lastly red . T h e  sheets of 120 stam ps in 20 rows of 6 
were guillo tined  before they were d istribu ted  to post offices 
in half-sheets of 10 x 6.

2 /6  Basic Stamps, Controls and Varieties, 
Issue 1 „ .Pair 

M int Used
43 2 /6  Green and brown. Shades of

deep to bronze-green and  
chocolate. U p righ t watermark  

a. W ith inverted watermark  
43A 2 /6  Slate-grey and brown. Shades 

to grey-black  
43B 2 /6  B lu e and brown. Shades 

almost innum erable

Controls

125.00 75,00
150.00 100,00

125.00 75,00

25.00 10,00

M /U
Row of four stam ps w ith m arg in  at
top  or bo ttom  showing th a t there was
no arrow.

43 Ca. G reen an d  brow n w ith u p righ t w ater­
m ark 300,00

43a Cb. As above, b u t w ith  inverted w ater­
m ark 500,00

43A Cc. Grey and  brown 300,00
43B Cd. Blue an d  brow n shades 75,00

Varieties — Cylinder
VI.

V2.
V3.

V4.

V5.

V6.

Dash in ‘R’ of SUIDAFRIKA, n ear 
foot. Row 1/3
Line across wagon. Row 3/1 
Two dots u n de r ‘IK ’ of AFRIK A .
Row 5/1 and  white p a tch  in top right 
co rner of vignette of row 5 /2  
T h in  brown line from  foot of ‘O ’ of 
POSSEEL through  gutter, then  into 
g u tte r above SUID and  from  top of 
first ‘A’ to bo ttom  of the last ‘A’ of 
AFR IK A  on the stam p in  the  row 
below
N um erous dots in lower portion  of 
stam p. Row 19/2
Spots in and  a ro u n d  value circles and  
lower portion  of stam ps. Row 20/1 
a n d  2
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V I. Brown dash in rig h th an d  ‘6’. Row
20 /3

43 VI to V7. Green and  brown, up righ t
w aterm ark 150,00

43a VI to V I.  G reen an d  brown, inverted
w aterm ark 175,00

43A VI to V I . Grey and  brown 150,00
43B VI to V7. Blue an d  brown (shades) 35,00

General
43 V8. Joined paper, green and  brown 400,00
43B V9. Missing perforation  hole, b lue and

brown. 130,00

Block of four w ith sheet serial n u m b er in 
black, b lue or red  

43 V10. Green and  brown, u p rig h t w aterm ark  300,00
43a V ll. Green and  brown, inverted w aterm ark  400,00
43A V12. Grey and  brown 300,00
43B V13. Blue and  brown shades 75,00
43a V14. M ajor downward m isplacem ent of

vignette 150,00

8

Rotogravure Pictorials 
Hyphenated
T his section deals w ith the last of the U nion’s first series of 
p ic torial stam ps, which, though  still p roduced  by the ro to ­
gravure process a t P retoria , have the  hyphenated  form  of 
SUID-AFRIKA inscribed on the A frikaans versions.

S tarting  w ith the 5 /- denom ination  of 1933, add itional 
values appeared  a t intervals un til the series was rounded  off 
w ith the three b i-lingual stam ps w hich appeared  in 1953. 
T here  were in all fourteen  d ifferen t values consisting of the 
Vid., Id ., l'/zd ., 2d ., 3d ., 4d ., 4 'A d., 6d ., 1/-, 1 /3 , 1/6, 2 /6 , 
5 /- and  10/-, all w ith  the m u ltip le  Springbok H ead  w ater­
m ark , w hich from  abou t 1938 onw ard, was invariably u p ­
right. P erforating  was done by the  sam e bu ilt-in  single and  
eleven row com b appliances as h ad  been used for the u n ­
hyphenated  stam ps of the previous section.

As the stam ps of this series were only rep laced  by those of 
the  A nim al Series towards the  end  o f 1954, some values h ad  
a life of alm ost 20 years an d  there were num erous issues, p a r ­
ticularly  in the lower values. D uring  this period  there was a 
change in p roduc tion  m ethods. To begin  w ith, only u n ­
screened cylinders were used, then  some of the bi-coloured 
values were p roduced  w ith one of the  cylinders screened, and 
finally all cylinders were screened. In  add ition  changes were 
m ade in the designs of some of the  values and  sizes reduced 
to provide w ider perfo ra tion  gutters.

T his is thus a large an d  com plex series. As any a ttem p t to 
sub-divide it according to the size o r screening of the stam ps 
w ould only ad d  to the complexity, each  value has been dealt 
w ith as a whole. W here there  is no m ention  th a t a cylinder 
was of the screened type, it can  be understood  th a t it was 
unscreened.

From  M arch 1937 onw ard the South A frican Philatelist 
published  details supplied  by the  G overnm ent P rin te r of the 
quan tities of stam ps p rin ted  an d  the num bers of the cylinders 
used to p roduce them . I t is these num bers w hich are quoted  
in the  text, b u t the in form ation  fu rn ished  was, a t times, 
eithe r no t com plete or no t accurate. T hus in some cases there 
was no n u m b er to allocate an d  the space for it has been left 
b lank . It should  be understood  th a t  while these cylinder 
num bers have been allocated  as accurately  as possible, it 
could be th a t some are incorrect. Similarly, as there was sel­
dom  a fixed day of issue for the  definitive issues, the dates
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quoted m ust be regarded  as being approxim ate only.
All group an d  issue num bers given here follow consecutive­

ly on those of the previous section.

l/ 2cl. Springbok’s Head
T here were 24 different issues of the Vid. Springbok’s H ead  
hyphenated  stam p. Because of changes in the design and  size, 
and  the in troduction  of screens they have been  listed in six 
groups. Except for Issue 17 (180 stam ps in 20 rows x 9) all 
sheets consisted of 240 stam ps in 20 rows x 12 an d  all were 
perforated  15 x 14 by the  eleven-row comb. Stam ps having a 
sim ilar design to those of G roup II, b u t perforated  13V2 x 14, 
were p rin ted  for rolls an d  will be found  listed in  th a t section.

Vid. Group II -  Issue 4

!Ad. Group I I  — Issues 4  an d  4A
T he design of these stam ps was sim ilar to th a t of Issues 1 to 
3 listed in the unhyphenated  section, obviously having been 
copied photographically, and  there is thus no positive way of 
distinguishing the English inscribed copies w hen they are not 
in a pair. T he hyphen m odification  to the A frikaans was done 
b y j .  L. Booysen a n d j .  Prentice. T h e  cylinders originated  
from  m ultipositives th a t h ad  previously been used to produce 
those of the booklet stam ps, an d  so it can  be shown th a t some 
of the varieties derive from  the m ultipositives. T h e  m arg inal 
arrows are of a new type.

No. Issue Cylinders 
In t. Ext. W aterm ark Size m m Issue date

44 4 7016 Inverted 18,5 x 22,5 Sept. 1935
4A 30 7016 U p rt. & inv. 18,5 x 22,5 M id 1936

Issue 4 was believed to be the only one of this group, b u t 
it was discovered com paratively recently th a t there was a se­
cond one having a d ifferent in terio r b u t the sam e exterior 
cylinder. Stam ps of the first issue can  be identified  by the 
bluish green colour of the fram es and  the w aterm ark , which 
is always inverted. T h e  arrow pieces of the two issues can only 
be identified  by the tiny vignette flaws. Those of Issue 1 are: 
R 2 /6  — T iny break in the line of shad ing  in fron t of the 
buck’s righ t eye.
R10/12 — T iny m ark  righ t of the curve of the buck’s left 
horn.
R 20 /6  — Tiny dot in w hite parts  of the buck’s left ear 
near tip.

Issue 4A. T he fram e colour is green an d  the w aterm ark  is 
m ainly u p righ t so tha t it is only the com paratively few w ith

inverted w aterm ark  w hich present any difficulty. These can 
only be d istinguished from  the ir coun terparts  of Issue 4 by the 
difference in  the fram e colour. T h e  arrow  blocks do no t have 
the flaws described above, b u t un fo rtunate ly  there are no 
v ignette flaws in the  left-hand  arrow  block of eithe r Issue.

Vid. Basic Stamps, Controls and Varieties, 
Issues 4 and 4A „ .Pair 

M in t Used
44 Vid. G rey  a n d  g reen . Shades of 

grey to b la ck  a n d  b lu ish  
g reen . W ith  u p r ig h t  o r
in v e rted  w a te rm ark . 3,00 2,00

Controls -  p e r  arrow  block o f  fo u r  M /U
Ca. Issue 4 25,00
Cb. Issue 4A 25,00

>
y t v

4 and 4A
Varieties

M ultipositive
VI. Second line in  top  left co rner extended

to left. Row 1/3 7,00
V2. Black do t to right of u p p e r p a rt of

buck’s righ t ho rn . Row 8/11 7,00
V3. G reen do t in left p a r t  of the g u tte r

betw een rows 19 an d  20/12 7,00
C ylinder — Issue 4 

V4. L ine ru n n in g  dow nw ard to the right
th rough  base of bu ck ’s left ea r 7,00

V5. Large white p a tch  on edge of circle 
a t 2.30 o’clock an d  a sm aller one on 
shoulder. Row 18/12 7,00

V6. Black m ark  above buck’s shoulder
n ea r edge of circle. Row 2 0 /5  7,00
C ylinder — Issue 4A 

V7. P art of line of shad ing  missing
betw een bu ck ’s h ead  and  circle. Row 
5 /4  7,00

V8. Vertical b lack line th rough  tip  of ear
to muzzle. Rows 9 and  10/3 7,00
C ylinder — Issues 4 an d  4A 

V9. Vertical green sm udge on edge of
circle a t left. Row 10/7 7,00

V10. L ine from  top of “N ” of REVENUE 
on row 14/7 to foot of “M ” of 
IN K O M STE on row 14/8 7,00
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V ll. T iny break  in inner circle below “U I”
of SUID. Row 15/1 7,00

V12. Vertical green line run n in g  from  lower 
left p a rt of row 17/12 to u p per left 
pa rt of row 19/12 on all b u t the  first 
p rin ting  ' 7,00

General
V13. Jo ined p ap er 200,00
V14. W hite streak due to creased p ap e r 20,00
V15. B lurred  fram es 50,00
V16. Missing perforation  hole 50,00

Vid. Group III — Issues 5 to 13

VkI. Group I I I  -  Issues 5  to 13
In  1937 the design of the 'Ad. stam p was altered  an d  in  its 
redraw n form  shows: (a) T he n u m b er of horizontal lines 
surrounding the buck’s head  reduced  from  m ore th a n  40 to 
28; (b) T h e  vertical lines a t the top and  bottom  of the 
fram e replaced by horizontal ones, an d  (c) T h e  d iagonal 
white lines (doctor b lade rests) sloping dow nw ard instead 
of upw ard, b u t still from  left to righ t in the top  and  bo ttom  
bars, which are now intersected by a th in  horizontal white 
line. This new design was re ta ined  for all the rem ain ing  p ic ­
torial halfpenny stam ps, and  those of this group, like G roup 
II, m easure 18,5 x 22,5 m m , w ith the gutters betw een them  
m easuring 1,75 m m .

T here were n ine issues in G roup III, p roduced  from  seven 
different in terio r cylinders, all e tched from  a com m on m u l­
tipositive, and  nine different exterior cylinders, also all 
etched from  a com m on m ultipositive. Because of this an d  the 
fact th a t they were p rin ted  in a wide range of shades — m ost 
of them  present in m ore th a n  one p roduction  — it is only 
those with olive-green fram es or true  brow n vignettes th a t  can  
with certain ty  be allocated  to Issues 5 and  12 respectively. T he  
w aterm ark was u p righ t th roughou t, b u t the  colours of the 
sheet num bers varied, as shown in the table.

C ylinders C olour of Sheet Issue dates
In te rio r E xterior N um bers

44A 5 52 51 Black 1937
6 6934 26 Black 1938
7 31 6932 B lack th en  Bluish 1938
8 6933 7014 Black 1939
9 6920 16 Black 1939
10 25 7019 Black th en  Blue 1939
11 60 - Black 1941
12 60 21 Black th en  R ed 1941
13 60 49 Black 1947

Issue 5, the first of the  series m ust have h ad  several p r in t­
ings as the stam ps vary a g reat deal in shade. Issue 6 cam e 
next and  m ust also have h ad  several printings. Issue 7 is not 
as scarce as was tho u g h t and  several com plete sheets have 
com e to light. T hey are  signally free of flaws. Issue 8 is 
notew orthy for the fact th a t in three stam ps in the two top 
rows the  horizontal lines m erge w here they jo in  the buck’s 
head  on the left, fo rm ing  a dark  sm udge.

Issue 9 was only discovered com paratively  recently because 
the arrows — of the new, alm ost solid segm ented type — were 
so sim ilar to those of the  next issue. A lthough  there are 
m inu te  differences in  the  spacing of these arrows from  the 
nearest stam ps, they are easily d istinguishable by the colour 
w hich is of a green very sim ilar to the  stam ps of Issue 8 and 
earlier, while those of Issue 10 are m ainly  b lue — or grey- 
green. T h e  following tiny flaws in the su rround ing  stam ps aid 
identification .
R 2 /6  — Faint green line ex tending  upw ard  an d  downward 
from  the rig h t-h an d  edge of the left-hand  bar.
R 10/2 — T iny green  do t in g u tte r above “D ” of SUID. 
R ll/11 — T iny  green do t to the  righ t of the tip  of the buck’s 
ea r an d  below “IK ” of AFRIK A .
R 2 0 /6  an d  7 — Refer to the varieties listed as V20 and  V21.

Issue 10 h ad  b lue sheet num bers on la te r printings, and  
Issue 11 m ust have been a sm all ru n  as the stam ps are scarce 
and  all have fram es of a sim ilar shade of blue-green. Several 
stam ps on the sheet have patches of m uch  d ark er colour in 
some p a rt of the fram e. T h e  in terio r cylinder was the same 
as th a t of the two issues w hich succeeded it, proved by the 
presence of two b lack lines in the r ig h t-h an d  m arg in , one at 
the end  of row 19 an d  o th er below row 20.

Issue 12 stam ps are by far the  com m onest in this group. 
T hey first appeared  in 1941, b u t the cylinders were used again 
in 1946 an d  probab ly  in 1947. T h e  earliest p rin tin g  had  
brow n vignettes, la te r ones h ad  them  in  brownish grey, grey- 
b lack an d  black, while in one p rin tin g  the grey vignette is 
sim ilar in ap p earan ce  to those of the so-called “C leaned 
P late” p rin tin g  of Issue 2. Fram es varied  from  blue-green to 
grey-green an d  deep olive-green. T h e  m arg inal arrows are 
spaced well away from  the  nearest stam ps.

Issue 13 appeared  in 1947 and  was an o th er sm all p ro d uc­
tion , as the stam ps all have the sam e grey-green fram es and
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they are scarce. T here  are characteristic white m arks or 
blotches on the m arg inal arrows.

Vkl. Basic Stamps, Controls and Varieties, 
Issues 5 to 13 Pair 

M int Used
44A ViA. Grey-black and green. Shades 

to pale grey and blue-green, 
grey-green, yellow-green and  
olive-green  

a. Brown and green. Shades
2,00
4,00

Controls  -

Ca. Issue 5
Cb. Issue 6
Cc. Issue 7
Cd. Issue 8
Ce. Issue 9
Cf. Issue 10
eg . Issue 11
Ch. Issue 12
Ci. Issue 12
C j. Issue 13

1,00 
2,00

M /U
50.00
75.00 

100,00
125.00
125.00

50.00
150.00

10.00 
20,00  
50,00

V

A \
5

J K
6

/ K

7

w
t 4 > • 4.

1 9 &10.

<
11 12 13

M arginal arrows -  Vid. Issues 5 to 13

Varieties
M ultipositive 

VI. A green dot alm ost ob litera ting  the 
white m ark  above the top leaf oppo ­
site the bu ck ’s muzzle. Row 1/12 5,00

V2. Sm all green dot in  scroll a t left and  
two m ore in the vertical w hite fram e 
line n ea r the  bo ttom  of the left bar. 
Row 2/1

V3. Sm all green do t below top right 
square. Row 9/11 

V4. S lan ting  green line ru n n in g  from  the 
left p a r t  of the  top b a r  past “H ” of 
SO U TH . Issues 8 to 13, row 16/11

C ylinder — Issue 5 
V5. Black do t to right of bu ck ’s neck.

Row 1/11
V6. M issing line of shad ing  to righ t of 

bu ck ’s left ea r 
V7. Missing line of shad ing  betw een 

horns
V8. D eform ed “H ” an d  green sm udge 

th rou g h  “U T ” of SO U TH  
V9. Black do t on  edge and  n ea r base of 

buck’s left ear. Row 18/1.
V10. As above an d  w ith line ru n n in g  from  

tips of horns th rough  “IC ” of AFRICA. 
Row 18/1 of la ter prin tings 

V ll. C urved w hite line th rough  bo ttom  
bar. Row 19/10

C ylinder — Issue 6 
V12. T h ickened  line of shad ing  to righ t of 

buck’s neck just above shoulder. Row 
1/1

V13. Large w hite do t below “A” of AFRIKA. 
Row 4 /4

V14. Large white p a tch  on inside edge of 
circle a t 8 o’clock. Row 13/7 

V15. Large oval green sm udge on m arg in  
20 m m  below stam p. Row 20/11

C ylinder -  Issue 7 
V16. Sm all w hite b reak  in  ou tline  of the

inside edge of the  buck’s left ear. Row 
8/11

C ylinder — Issue 8 
V17. T h ickened  lines of shad ing  w hich 

ap p ear as a d a rk  sm udge to left of 
the buck’s head . Row 1/9  an d  10 also 
row 2/1

V18. D arker green do t in an d  n ea r centre 
of left bar. Row 2/12 

V19. G reen dot n ea r centre of inside edge 
of righ t bar. Row 19/12

C ylinder — Issue 9 
V20. Large green do t n e a r r ig h t-h an d  end 

of the  th ird  horizontal line from  the

5.00

5.00

5.00

5.00

5.00

5.00

5.00

5.00

5.00

5.00

5.00

5.00

5.00

5.00

15.00

10.00 

10,00 

10,00
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bottom  and  two sm aller ones a little 
higher up. Row 2 0 /6  15,00

V21. Large green dot in leaf on right of
value shield. Row 20 /7  15,00

Cylinder — Issue 10 
V22. Thickened line of shading left of 

buck’s right eye on la ter p rintings 
only. Row 1/11 7,00

V23. Small break  in  line of shading 
ru nn ing  righ t from  buck’s eye.
Row 1/12 7,00

V24. Green dot on horizontal line on 
right and  n ear bo ttom  of left bar.
Row 16/11 7,00

Cylinder — Issues 11, 12 and  13.
V25. Break in line of shading  ru n n in g  right

from  tip  of buck’s ear. Row 2/12 5,00
V26. Break in the left-hand  end  of the

horizontal line in fron t of the buck’s 
muzzle. Row 16/12 5,00

V27. Black do t betw een horns.
Row 20/10 5,00

Cylinder -  Issue 11 
V28. Vertical green smudges in u p per right 

corner and  ru nn ing  down from  
buck’s left ear. Row 1/9 20,00

V29. W hite leaf left of top  of value shield.
Row 3/10 20,00

V30. W hite projection below top of last “A”
of AFRIKA. Row 19/9 20,00

V31. T hickening of the fine white inner 
fram e line on the  righ t of the buck 
in line with top of value shield.
Row 19/11 

V32. D arker patches in the solid green 
colour of the fram es in various 
positions in the sheet.

Cylinder — Issue 12 
V33. Green do t below left end of bo ttom

bar. Row 1/1 5,00
V34. W hite nick in inner edge a t centre of

left bar. Row 20/1 5,00
V35. Two green dots on  m arg in  24 m m

below stam p. Row 20 /2  5,00

Cylinder — Issue 13 
V36. Green sm udge in “1” of Vid. Row

14/12 7,00
V37. W hite patch  above “U T ” of SO U TH  

and  line ru n n in g  u p  from  first “A” of 
AFRICA towards “H ” of SO U TH .
Row 20/11 7,00

General
V38. Jo ined  p ap er -  Issue 6 200,00
V39. Partly  m issing fram es in top  row.

Issue 10 125,00
V40. B lu rred  vignettes 50,00
V41. M isplaced perfo ration  — ru nn ing

through  stam ps 40,00
V42. Missing perf. hole betw een vertical 

pair. Issue 5, rows 1 an d  2, also 12 
an d  13/12 of one p rin tin g  50,00

V43. Pale b lue (Issue 7) an d  b lue (Issue
10) sheet num bers 25,00

'Ad. Group I V  -  Issue 14
T h e  size of the  design of this issue was reduced  from  the previ­
ous 18,5 x 22,5 to 18,25 x 22,25 m m ., and  the w idth of the 
gutters betw een the stam ps increased accordingly to 2 m m . 
O therwise they were very sim ilar in appearance  to those of the 
last group, b u t no tab le  for the large n u m b er of in terio r 
cylinder varieties, of w hich only a few of the m ore prom inent 
ones can  be listed. T h e  sam e m ultipositives were used to 
produce roll stam ps, thus some of the  varieties are known to 
be of m ultipositive origin. T h e  w aterm ark  was up rig h t and  
the  sheet num bers in red.

Vid. G roup IV — Issue 14

2 0 ,0 0 No. Issue
C ylinders

Size m m . Issue date
In terio r E xterior

2 0 ,0 0 44 B 14 6912 7019 18,25 x 22,25 Aug. 1947

Vud. Basic Stamps, Controls and Varieties, 
Issue 14 „ .Fair 

M int Used
44B lA d . Grey-black and green. Shades

to grey-green and blue-green 3,00 2,00

4
14.
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Controls M /U
Ca. Arrow block of four 25,00

Varieties
M ultipositive

VI. W hite projection  from  white fram e 
near bo ttom  left corner. Row 4/1 

V2. W hite semi-circle n ear the  left-hand  
bar, level with top  of value shield.
Row 6/12

V3. Two black dots, alm ost jo ined , near 
edge of circle at 8.30 o’clock. Row 
13/7

V4. Large green dot n ear bo ttom  left 
corner. Row 16/1 

V5. Green sm udge in centre of gu tte r
betw een rows 19 and  20/12. Vertical 
pair
Cylinder

V6. T hick  b lack line run n in g  through
vignette from  2 to 8 o’clock. Row 9 /8  

V7. O blique green line jo in ing  row 13/3 
and  4

V8. T hick  b lack line ru n n in g  down from  
buck’s muzzle. Row 14/11 

V9. Black line ru n n in g  across vignette 
from  2.30 to 9 o’clock. Row 18/10 

V10. Large b lack blobs n ea r base of each 
ear. Row 2 0 /9

A d. Group V  -  Issues 15, 15A an d  16. 
“Cross-hatched” Design
This group comprises the last of the com pletely non-screened 
'Ad. stam ps and  m arks the final reduction  in the ir size to 18 
x 22 m m , w ith the consequent w idening of the gutters b e ­
tween the stam ps to 2,25 m m . F u rth er there were two a lte ra ­
tions to the design.

In  the previous productions the solid bars a t the top  and  
bottom  of the fram e are jo ined  to the ir ad jacen t horizontal 
lines, bu t now they are separated  by a b road  white line. T he  
o ther change can be seen in the criss-crossing of the white o b ­
lique lines (doctor b lade rests) draw n in the solid colour p o r­
tions of the fram e, so producing  the trellis-work p a tte rn  
shown in the accom panying illustration  and  w hich has b e ­
come known on these stam ps as the “C ross-hatched” design. 
This usually shows m ost clearly in the top  and  bo ttom  bars, 
b u t in lightly inked copies it can  also be seen in o ther parts 
of the fram e. T here  was also a change in the language setting 
and  the first stam p on these sheets is inscribed in English.

Since the publication  of the previous work it has been d is­
covered th a t there were actually  three issues w ith cross- 
hatched  fram es and  they are included in one group, although  
this is the only feature they have in com m on. A lthough  the

Issue 15

Issue 15A

Issue 16
fram es of all three issues orig inated  from  a com m on m u lti­
positive, the vignettes were p roduced  from  two. Because the 
vignettes of the stam ps of Issue 15 d iffer so m arkedly  from 
those rem aining , the basic stam ps can  be given a separate 
listing. In  o rder no t to d istu rb  the previous num bering  the 
th ird  issue has been designated  as 15A. A lthough  there are 
num erous very m in o r varieties, only those of m ultipositive 
origin  are w orth recording.

No. Issue
Cylinders

Size m m . Issue dates
In terio r E xterior

44C 15 U nknow n U nknow n 18 x 22 O ct. 1947
44CA 15A U nknow n U nknow n 18 x 22 Dec. 1947
44CB 16 6916 29 18 x 22 Nov. 1947

Issue 15 was p repared  from  an  in terio r m ultipositive which 
was no t used again. T h e  vignettes are sim ilar to those of Issue 
14 and  qu ite d ifferent from  any of those th a t  followed. T he 
outlines of the horns are no t continuous, b u t are form ed by 
th in  irregu la r lines w ith b lack an d  white spaces betw een and  
the  face is speckled. It follows th a t a horizontal pair, or larger 
piece, w ith these characteristics and  in the sm all fo rm at from  
unscreened cylinders, can  only be from  this issue. Vertical 
pairs or strips are from  rolls and  are distinguished by the 
trim m ed  perfo ra tion  a t the sides. H ere also the cross- 
hatch in g  seldom  shows clearly.

7.00

7.00

7.00

7.00

7.00

7.00

7.00

7.00

7.00

7.00
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T he exterior cylinder was p repared  from  the sam e m u lti­
positive em ployed for all subsequent productions, a t which 
stage only one m ajor flaw was present.

Issue 15A was p repared  from  the sam e in terio r m ultiposi­
tive em ployed for all subsequent productions, at w hich stage 
it had  only one of the m ajo r flaws. T h e  outlines of the buck’s 
horns and  face are m ade up  of continuous or solid lines in this 
and  all subsequent issues. T he exterior cylinder was the th ird  
to be prepared  from  the exterior m ultipositive, as the only 
complete sheet to be discovered shows all the m a jo r m u l­
tipositive flaws. T he stam ps are scarce, b u t easy to distinguish 
from  those of the next issue by the ir d arker vignettes, in  w hich 
the lines on either side of the buck’s head  are seldom  u n ifo rm ­
ly wide.

Issue 16 represented the second use of bo th  m ultipositives. 
T he m ain  differences in the arrow blocks of Issues 15A and  
16 are in the spacing from  the stam ps. In  add ition  to the paler 
vignettes, the lines on either side of the buck’s head  are of u n i­
form thickness, and  the spaces between them  appear narrower.

Cross-hatching

!/2 Basic Stamps, Controls and Varieties, 
Issues 15, 15A and 16
44C 'Ad. Grey-black and blue-green. 

Issue 15
44CA 'Ad. Grey-black and blue-green. 

Issue 15A
44CB 'Ad. Grey-black and blue-green. 

Issue 16

Pair 
M int Used

10.00 2,50

15.00 7,50

5.00 2,00

44CB VS. 44CB V4.

\ v

i
A

15 16

Controls  -  p er arrow  block o f  fo u r  M /U
44C Ca. Issue 15 250,00
44CA Ca. Issue 15A 400,00
44C B C a. Issue 16 125,00

Varieties
M ultipositive — Issue 15 M /U

44C VI. Extension to lower end  of left solid
bar. Row 14/1 50,00
Issue 15A

44CAV2. Extension to lower end  of left solid
bar. Row 14/1 100,00
Issue 16

44CBV3. Vertical b lack line betw een horns.
Row 1/3 25,00

V4. “Bush tick” an d  “Fly” on nose. Row
3/4  25,00

V5. Extension to lower end  of left solid
bar. Row 14/1 25,00

I/2d. Group VI -  Issues 16A to 18
T h e  stam ps o f this g roup  were the first of the 'Ad. d enom ina­
tion to ap p ea r w ith only the exterior portion  of the design 
p rin ted  from  a screened cylinder. T hey are thus easily iden ti­
fied by the  do tted  lines an d  serrated  edges of the  fram e, in
conjunction  w ith the  sm ooth-edged lines of the unscreened 
vignette.

T h ere  were five issues p rin ted  from  four d ifferent in terio r 
and  exterior cylinders, an d  since the la tte r were p repared  
from  the sam e m edium  m esh screen, it follows th a t in the a b ­
sence of a m arg inal arrow  or some constan t variety, it is not 
possible to allocate stam ps to any p a rtic u la r issue.

No. Issue
C ylinders

S tam ps per 
Sheet Issue datesIn te rio r

U nscreened
E xterior
Screened

44D 16A 48 6933 240 Late 1947
16B 48 45 240 L ate 1947
16C 6912 6933 240 E arly 1948
17 25 6912 180 May 1948
18 86 82 240 July 1948
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Issue 16A was a com paratively large one an d  the stam ps 
vary in  shade from  deep- to grey-green. T he  m ethod  of 
d ifferentiating  betw een the control blocks of issues 16A, 16B 
and  16C is described below.

Issue 16B was p rin ted  from  an  exterior cylinder which was 
only used for this p roduction , and  its m arg ina l top and  b o t­
tom  arrows differ from  any of the o thers in the group. Those 
a t the sides, however, are sim ilar to those of 16A and  16C, bu t 
the stam ps in each block are qu ite  clear of the green smudges 
betw een the buck’s horns which are a featu re  of those two. 
T he stam ps are scarcer th a n  those of Issue 16A, and  the 
fram es are a m uch b righ ter green.

Issue 16C control blocks can, of course, only be d istin ­
guished from  those of 16A by the presence or absence of varie­
ties in the vignettes of the four stam ps m aking  up  each block, 
as follows:
Top — T here  is a b an d  of ligh ter colour ru n n in g  across the 
buck’s head , row 2 /6  an d  7.
Left -  T here  is a small darker do t in the  second line of sh ad ­
ing above the buck’s shoulder on row 11/2.
R ight -  T here is no b lack do t just below the buck’s muzzle 
on row 11/12.
Bottom  — T he lines of shading betw een the horns are m ore 
distinct and  unbroken on row 19/7.

T he sheet m argins of this issue frequently  have a greyish 
colour, due to the doctor b lade not rem oving all the surplus 
ink during  the p rin ting  of vignettes.

Issue 17. In  order to use up  some rolls of narrow er paper, 
this issue was p rin ted  in  sheets of 180, i.e. 9 stam ps to the row 
instead of 12. T h e  m ultipositives were those used previously, 
bu t for etching the cylinders the first three in each row were 
m asked. H ence two of the m ultipositive varieties are absent 
and  the “Bush tick” is on row 3/1. T he  first stam p in  the sheet 
was inscribed in A frikaans and  there were two arrows in both  
the top and  bo ttom  m argins, the w idth of three stam ps ap a rt 
and  the sam e distance from  the corners. T h e  fram es were 
generally in a fairly d a rk  green shade.

Issue 18 was chiefly no tab le  for the fine white vertical lines 
through  bo th  of the side arrows w hich earned  them  the nam e 
of “Venetian Blinds”.

Vk1. Basic Stamps, Controls and Varieties, 
Issues 16A to 18 Fair 

M int Used
44D ‘Ad. Grey-black and green. Shades 

of brownish grey and pale, 
bright, grey-green to deep green 1,00 0,50

Controls -  p er  arrow block o f  fo u r
44D Ca. Issue 16A 10,00

Cb. Issue 16B 15,00
Cc. Issue 16C 20,00
Cd. Issue 17 5,00
Ce. Issue 18 15,00

\7>r

►
A%

16A and 16C

>
16B

A

•
4  ^

•
V ^  r

A  A A
17 18

M arginal arrows — Vid. Issues 16 to 18

4

44D V3. 44D V4.

Varieties
M ultipositive 

VI. Vertical b lack line betw een horns.
Row 1/3. (N ot in 17) 3,00

V2. “Bush tick” in ea r an d  “Fly” on nose.
Row 3 /4  (Row 3/1 in 17) 3,00

V3. G reen sm udge in top righ t corner
above square. Row 9/12. (Row 9 /9  in 
17) 3,00

V4. Extension to lower end  of left bar.
Row 14/1. (N ot in 17) 3,00
C ylinder — Issue 16A and  16 B 

V5. W hite line n ear base of buck’s left
ear. “Split ear". Row 5/11 3,00

44D V5. 44 D V8.
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V6. Black dot just to right of buck’s left
ear. Row 11/10 3,00
Cylinder — Issues 16A and  16C 

V7. W hite flaw in  centre of bo ttom  bar.
Row 4 /8  3,00

V8. W hite sm udge “Flower” in top left
square. Row 5 /8  3,00

V9. D am aged “STA” of POSTAGE. Row
18/6 3,00
Cylinder — Issue 16B 

V10. W hite dot u n der “I” of SUID. Row
10/7 10,00
Cylinder — Issue 16C

V ll. B and of lighter colour across buck’s
head . Row 2 /6  and  7 12,00
C ylinder — Issue 17 

V12. B and of lighter colour across value
shield. Row 4 /8  3,00

V13. Green blob on buck’s neck. Row 6/1 3,00
V14. Fram e dam aged  below “O M ” of

INKOM STE. Row 15/3 3,00
V15. N um erous b lack dots, “Swarm of

flies”, round  buck’s head . Rows 18/5 
and  19/7 3,00

V16. Large green blob above “A F” of
AFRICA. Row 18/9 3,00

V17. Large green blob in top left corner.
Row 20 /4  3,00
C ylinder — Issue 18 

V18. Green blob to left of top bar. Row
10/9 10,00

General -  Issue 1 7
V19. Missing isolated perf. hole in m arg in  

— vertical pair. Rows 6 and  7 also 17 
and  18/9 3,00

N ote: Im perfo rate  copies of com ­
plete stam ps, vignettes only and  
fram es only, also perforated  copies of 
stam ps of Issue 17 w ith m ajo r m is­
p lacem ent of the vignettes were 
produced  for the SA C ultural H istory 
M useum in C ape Town. As they were 
not available th rough  the norm al 
channels they can have proof status 
only, and  canno t be listed un til m ore 
is known abou t them .

Vid. Group VII -  Issues 19 to 22
These stam ps were the first of the Vid. definitive value to be 
produced entirely from  screened cylinders an d  also w ith the

cylinder num bers p rin ted  on the sheet m argins. A lthough the 
sam e 22-row m ultipositives were em ployed as for the previous 
group, the 20 rows selected were not always the same for the 
four productions — a factor w hich adds to the interest of this 
group. T h e  screens em ployed were no t always of the same 
type th roughou t, b u t the differences are so slight as to m ake 
it d ifficult to d ifferen tia te  betw een stam ps of the various is­
sues unless o th er identify ing features are also present.

T h ere  were four issues in all, p rin ted  from  three different 
in te rio r and  three d ifferent exterior cylinders.

No. Issue
Screened Cylinders

Issue dates
In terio r E xterior

44E 19 7020A 7020B Feb. 1949
20 7020A 11B Apr. 1949
21 11A 11B Aug. 1949
22 31 70 Dec. 1951

Issue 19 was p roduced  from  in te rio r C ylinder 7020A and  
exterior 7020B, b o th  taken  from  rows 2 to 21 of the  respective 
m ultipositives. T h e  first stam p on the  sheet was consequently 
inscribed in English.

Issue 20 cam e from  the  sam e in terio r cylinder, b u t a new 
exterior, 11B, was etched from  rows 3 to 22 of the m ultiposi­
tive. In  add ition  to chang ing  the first stam p on the sheet to 
A frikaans an d  positioning the fram e m ultipositive varieties 
one row higher, all the C ylinder 7020A varieties were in 
fram es of a d ifferen t language from  th a t which they occupied 
in the previous issue. T h e  quan tity  p rin ted  was small com ­
pared  to the o ther productions of this group.

Issue 21. A lthough the exterior C ylinder 11B was retained , 
the vignettes were p rin ted  from  a new one, UA, taken from  
rows 3 to 22 of the in terio r m ultipositive. T h e  “L ine between 
horns” variety was thereby elim inated , and  the “Bush tick”, 
now in the second row, appears as a w hite blotch.

A la ter p rin tin g  w hich appeared  in  D ecem ber 1949 showed 
the  vignettes as having been p roduced  w ith a d ifferent type 
of b lack ink from  th a t used previously. It d id  no t have the 
shiny quality  of th a t em ployed for the  accom panying frames. 
T h e  difference, an d  its effect, can  be best seen by holding the 
stam ps horizontally  towards the light: the vignettes stand  out 
like charcoal pencil draw ings w ith in  the shiny fram e. This 
feature has ea rn ed  them  the nam e of the “C harcoal” p r in t­
ing, an d  a lthough  a few sheets h ad  the serial num bers in  red, 
m ost h ad  them  in  black.

Issue 22 was the last of the  Vid. Springbok’s H ead  p ro d uc­
tions and , like No. 21, was also a very large one. It was p ro ­
duced  from  in terio r cylinder No. 31 an d  exterior 70 and  their 
num bers only, w ithout the  accom panying words “Cylinder 
No.” were p rin ted  on the righ t h an d  m arg in  of the sheet a d ja ­
cent to rows 19 an d  20 respectively. Rows 2 to 21 of bo th  m u l­
tipositives were used, so the m ultipositive varieties are again 
in the sam e positions as they occupied  in Issue 19, except tha t
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there is no “Bush tick” on row 3 /4 , or the extension to lower 
end  of left b a r on row 14/1, these having been elim inated  
from  the multipositives.

O n the bo ttom  m arg in  of the sheets there is a large, alm ost 
oval-shaped, b lack m ark  below stam ps four an d  five in the 
row, and  when th a t m arg in  is very wide it appears a t the top. 
D ue to a defect of the pressure roller, parts  and  in some cases 
bo th  of the figures “31” are missing from  the m arg in  at the 
end of row 19.

!/2d. Basic Stamps, Controls and Varieties, 
Issues 19 to 22
44E '/2d. Brownish grey and green. 

Shades
a. Matt grey and grey-green. 

Shades. “Charcoal V ignette” 
prin tin g  -  part of Issue 21

Pair  
M int Used

,30 ,15

1,50 0,75

> > 4
A x

19

\ i r

4
y i v

M arginal arrows 
20 and 21 22

4

A x .

Controls -  p e r  block o f  six (3  rows 
x 2) unless other wise stated M /U
Ca. Issue 19 — Left bo ttom  corner with 

“Cylinder No. 7020A” on side m arg in  
and  corner stam p inscribed in 
A frikaans 5,00

Cb. Issue 19 — R ight bo ttom  corner w ith 
“Cylinder No. 7020B” on side m arg in  
and  corner stam p inscribed in English 500

Cc. Issue 19 — M arginal arrow  block of
four 4,00

Cd. Issue 20 — Left bo ttom  corner w ith 
“Cylinder No. 7020A” on side m argins 
and  corner stam p inscribed in English 10,00

Ce. Issue 20 — R ight bo ttom  corner with 
“Cylinder No. UB” on side m arg in  
and  corner stam p inscribed in 
A frikaans 10,00

Cf. Issue 20 — M arginal arrow  block of
four 7,00

Cg. Issue 21 — Left bo ttom  corner w ith
“Cylinder No. 11 A” on side m arg in  3,00

Ch. Issue 21 — As above b u t with
“C harcoal” vignettes 10,00

Ci. Issue 21 — R ight bo ttom  corner with 
“C ylinder No. 11B” p rin ted  on side 
m arg in  an d  w ithout vertical black 
line betw een horns on corner stam p 
inscribed in A frikaans 

Cj. Issue 21 — As above b u t w ith 
“C harcoal” vignettes 

Ck. Issue 21 — M arginal arrow  block of 
four

Cl. Issue 21 — As above b u t with 
“C harcoal” vignettes 

Cm . Issue 21 — Four-figure red  serial 
n u m b er w ith “C harcoal” vignettes. 
Block of four 

Cn. Issue 21 — Five figure b lack serial 
n u m b er w ith “C harcoal” vignettes. 
Block of four 

Co. Issue 22 — R ight bo ttom  corner with 
num bers “31” and  “70” p rin ted  on 
side m arg in . Block of four 

Cp. Issue 22 — R ight bo ttom  corner with 
n u m b er “70” only p rin ted  on side 
m arg in . Block of four 

C q. Issue 22 — M arginal arrow  block of 
four

Varieties  -  (E ) indicates English  
a n d  (A)  A frikaans inscribed copies

M ultipositive
VI. Vertical line betw een horns. Issues 19 

an d  22, Row 1/3 (E)
V2. G reen sm udge in top  righ t corner 

above square. Rows 8 or 9/12 
V3. Extension to lower end  of left bar. 

Issues 19 to 21, rows 13 o r 14/1

C ylinder — Issue 19 
V4. Buck w ith w hite face. Row 1/12 (A) 
V5. W hite m ark  a t left edge of vignette.

Row 3 /3  (E)
V6. Bush tick in ear. (M ulti.) Row 3 /4  (A) 
V7. D eform ed second “E” of POSSEEL.

Row 12/9 
V8. W hite  sm udge on rig h t of value 

shield. Row 16/9 
V9. Flaw at top  left bar. Row 20 /5  
V10. Shading  on neck ex tended onto face. 

Row 2 0 /9  (A)

C ylinder — Issue 20
VII. Vertical line betw een horns. (M ulti.) 

Row 1/3 (A)
V12. Buck w ith  white face. Row 1/12 (E) 
V13. W hite m ark  at left edge of vignette. 

Row 3 /3  (A)

3.00 

10,00

2.00

7.00

10,00

7.00

2.00

10,00

2,00

M /U

2,00

2,00

2,00

2,00

2,00
2,00

2,00

2,00
2,00

2,00

4.00
4.00

4.00
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V14. “Bush tick” in  ea r (M ulti.) Row 3 /4
(E) 4,00

V15. Shading on neck extended onto face.
Row 2 0 /9  (E) 4,00
Cylinder — Issues 20 and  21 

V16. W hite dot n ear bo ttom  left corner.
Row 11/1 2,00

V17. Green dot below left end  of top bar.
Row 16/10 2,00

V18. W hite m ark  in bo ttom  of left bar.
Row 17/5 2,00
Cylinder — Issue 21 

V19. W hite “Bush tick”. (M ulti.) Row 2 /4  2,00
Cylinder — Issue 22 

V20. W hite flaw left of righ t square. Row
7/7 2,00

V21. W hite line in bo ttom  b a r  below “OS”
of POSTAGE. Row 9 /4  2,00

V22. Short b lack m ark  betw een horns.
Row 12/3 2,00

V23. W hite line from  u p pe r leaf th rough
righ t h an d  bar. Row 2 0 /2  2,00

V24. Green do t above righ t bar. Row 2 0 /9  2,00

General
V25. P rin ted  on creased paper. Issue 20. 5,00
V26. V ignettes only partly  p rin ted . Issue

19. 50,00
V27. Fram es only partly  p rin ted . Issue 19. 50,00
V28. Slight m isplacem ent of vignettes 10,00

Id. Van Riebeeck’s Ship
T here were eighteen issues of the Id. Van R iebeeck’s Ship 
stam p w ith the  hyphenated  spelling of SUID-AFRIKA, in i­
tially revised in A pril 1934 b y j .  L. Booysen an d  J. Prentice. 
Because of periodic m odifications to the design, reductions 
in size and  the in troduction  of screens, they have been  sepa­
rated  into five groups num bered  III to V II. Except for Issue 
20 (180 stam ps in 20 rows x 9) all sheets consisted of 240 
stam ps in 20 rows x 12 and  all were perfo rated  15 x 14 by 
eleven-row comb. Stam ps of a sim ilar design to those of 
G roup III bu t perforated  131/2 x 15 were p rin ted  for rolls and  
will be found listed in th a t section.

Id. Group I I I  -  Issues 10  to 14
T he stam ps in this group  m easure 18,5 x 22,5 m m  an d  are 
very sim ilar in m any respects to those of G roup II in the 
U nhyphenated  section. A frikaans inscribed copies are easily 
recognised by the hyphen in the place nam e an d  the even- 
num bered  English copies by the presence of a M aster N ega­
tive C haracteristic in the form  of a sm all white “P im ple” on 
the top left h and  outer edge of the “O ” of SO U T H , b u t there

Id. G roup III — Issues 10 to 14

is no ready way of d ifferen tia ting  betw een the  odd-num bered  
English stam ps an d  the ir previous counterparts. T here  were 
five issues p rin ted  from  five d ifferen t pairs of cylinders 
p roduced  from  two pairs of m ultipositives.

No. Issue
Cylinders

W aterm ark Issue dates
In terio r E x terio r

45 10 (9) (10x) U p rig h t & inverted A pril 1934
11 (10) (llx ) U p rig h t & inverted July  1935
12 7022 20 U p rig h t & inverted Nov. 1936
13 52 25 U p rig h t A pril 1938
14 35 50 U prigh t M arch 1939

Issue 10 was no tab le in two ways. Firstly, it was produced 
from  the  sam e in terio r cylinder as the previous unhyphenated  
Issue 9, an d  since the first stam p in each  sheet of this group 
is also inscribed in A frikaans it follows th a t any in terio r 
cylinder varieties w hich occurred  in conjunction  w ith an 
A frikaans unhyphenated  fram e, m ust also have appeared  in 
this form  on a hyphenated  Issue 10 stam p. Secondly, in one 
of the  printings, the four-figure b lack serial num bers were on 
the left instead  of the righ t m arg in  of the  sheets; the only tim e 
this occurred  d u rin g  the  currency of the  Id . Van R iebeeck’s 
Ship stam ps. T h e  vignette colour varies from  grey-black to a 
very pale grey and  u p rig h t or inverted  w aterm arks are found 
in  alm ost equal proportions.

Issue 11 was a very large one indeed, w ith m any different 
printings, so th a t these stam ps vary greatly  in  appearance. It 
can  be shown th a t som e of the  varieties developed late in the 
life of the cylinders, an d  as there were m any of them  at th a t 
stage only a few of the m ore p ro m in en t can  be listed. T he 
cylinders, b o th  new, were from  the  sam e m ultipositives as 
those of the  previous p roduction . A lthough  the “B ud” a t the 
top  of the w reath  below “ID ” of SUID is of m ultipositive o ri­
g in , its shape differs slightly in  the two issues. T h e  colours of 
the vignettes vary from  grey-black to slate an d  bluish grey: 
one p rin tin g  in w hich they are olive-grey is m ost striking. 
S tam ps of this issue w ith u p rig h t w aterm ark  are rare.

T h e  slightly curved lines ru n n in g  across the  ship in d iffer­
en t parts  of the sheets of this an d  the  next issue were caused 
by the action  of a curved docto r b lade  w hich was being used 
a t the  tim e. T hey sta rted  as th in  b lack  lines bu t as the 
cylinders wore they changed  to thicker, w hitish, ones.
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