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Air Mails
The First A ir Stamps

These stam ps were specially p rin ted  for the G overnm ent Ex­
perim ental A ir Mail Service betw een C ape Town and  D u r­
ban , in troduced  on 2 M arch 1925. T he set consisted of four 
values, Id ., 3d ., 6d ., and  9d., each in a different single 
colour with the same design of an  air-borne b ip lane of the 
period and  inscribed bilingually. An official of the  D ep art­
m ent of Posts and  Telegraphs was responsible for the basic d e ­
sign, which was finally draw n by A rth u r Cooper, a form er 
employee of W aterlows who h ad  joined  the C ape T im es L td. 
of Cape Town.

T he stam ps were p rin ted  (by the C ape Tim es) on a soft 
wove unw aterm arked p ap er by the photo-lithographic offset 
process in sheets com prising an  upper and  lower pane of 60 
each (6 rows x 10) separated  by a horizontal gu tte r 15 m m  
wide. As the sam e m aster negative was used for bo th  panes 
in each value, some of the varieties are repeated . They were 
perforated  12 by a single line treadle perforator, and  one line 
was missed a t the edge of some panes and  sheets.

T here were no control num bers or m arg inal arrows, bu t on 
each sheet a replica of the value tab le t of the stam ps, only 
m uch larger, was p rin ted  at the centre of the top and  bo ttom  
m argins, and  on each pane in the centre of the righ t-hand  
m argin . Except in the case of the 6d. value, where the top 
tab le t is positioned above one stam p, the m arg inal tablets 
have the perforation  run n in g  th rough  them . T hus they are 
usually collected in blocks of four, and  are so listed u n der con­
trols.

T he set was issued on 26 February  1925 and  sold in  the 
areas served by the new service; also a t G eneral Post Offices 
in Johannesburg  and  Pretoria  and  a t the H igh Com m ission­
e r’s Office in London. It is im portan t to note th a t the stam ps

were only valid for p repaym ent of the a irm ail po rtio n  of the 
postage — articles carried  h ad  to b ear o rd inary  stam ps as 
well for the no rm al postage rate. T h ou g h  the ir use was d is­
con tinued  a t the end  of June, they were still on sale a t P retoria 
un til 31 O ctober of the sam e year. T h e  plates were subse­
quently  destroyed.

A piece of p ap er showing the im pression of 12 of the Id. 
stam ps in im perforate  condition  was purchased  by a C ape 
Town stam p dealer from  a youth  who stated  he h ad  ob tained  
it am ongst some waste. T his block was cut u p  into  single 
stam ps and  copies were sold separately as im perfs (W ynd- 
ham ). T hey are, as m ight be expected, in very poor cond i­
tion. Also, three sets of p rin ts of the  engraver’s m aster design, 
w hich h ad  been  rejected by the photographic d ep artm en t as 
unsu itab le  for use in the p rep ara tio n  of the group  negative, 
were m isapp rop ria ted  an d  subsequently  found the ir way into 
the hands of collectors.

Official souvenir card issued to mem bers 
of the Universal Postal Union

Official souvenir card
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Proofs Varieties
T he four values struck in  the form  of a block of four on  a P late
sheet of unw aterm arked, gum m ed paper. Top left, Id . value VI. Dash u n de r wheel. Rows 3 and  9 /8 50,00
top right, 9d ., bottom  left, 3d ., bo ttom  right, 6d. V2. Stroke th rough  stru t. Rows 3 and  9 /9 50,00

(a) Violet, (b) Verm ilion, (c) Blue,
(d) M agenta (e) G reen. Per block of four 4000,00 General
Black and  white p rin ts w ithout values 
(100 x 80 m m ) from  engraver’s m aster V3. Im perfo rate  a t left m arg in 3000,00
design. Each 
Black and white prints of Id ., 3d ., 6d. 
and  9d. values. Each

3000.00

2000.00 18 6d. M auve (Shades)
M int
30,00

Used
35,00

Official Souvenir Cards. Set of four
stam ps m ounted  on official souvenir card , Control  —  Block o f  fo u r M /U
inscribed in English an d  Afrikaans, dated  
M arch 1925 presented to pilots and  o ther 
distinguished persons associated w ith the

Ca. W ith  ‘6d,’ in circle on 
m arg in 200,00

service (a) Signed by the  M inister of Posts
and  Telegraphs, T hom as Boydell; Varieties
(b) Signed by the Postm aster General, Pi Q  f *=»E. G. S tuurm an. Each 
Set of four stam ps m ounted  on official

500,00 VI. Stop in fron t of ‘LUGPOS.’ Rows 1— A n / a 80,00
80,00souvenir card , inscribed in French, dated V2. Short ‘I ’ of Air. Row 3 /9A pril 1925, issued to m em bers of the

U.P.U. Each 300,00
General

Basic Stamps, Controls and Varieties V3. Offset a t back — com plete 400,00

M int Used M int
60,00

Used
70,0016 Id. Red (Shades) 8,00 10,00 19 9d. Green (Shades)

Control -  Block o f  fo u r M /U Control — Block o f  fo u r M /U
Ca. W ith  ‘Id ’ in circle on m argin 60,00 Ca. W ith  ‘9d.’ in circle on

Varieties
m argin 350,00

Plate Varieties
VI. Missing serif to ‘d ’ in left value circle Plate

VI. ‘Extended s tru t’ flaw. Rows 
11/1

V2. O blique stroke th rough  left 
cle. Rows 5 an d  11/6

rows 6 and  12/2 
V2. Sm udge on ‘R’ of SUIDAFRIKA. 

Row 7/9
V3. O pen top of ‘R’ in SUIDAFRIKA. 

Row 11/10

25.00

25.00

25.00

5 and  

value cir-
120,00

120,00
V3. Broken ‘R’ in SUIDAFRIKA. Row

12/8 150,00
General
V4. Im perforate a t left m argin 1000,00 General

V4. Im perfo ra te  a t left m arg in 500,00
M int Used V5. Im perforate  a t bo ttom . Row 6 800,00

17 3d. B lu e (Shades) 15,00 18,00 V6. Offset a t back  — com plete 600,00
Note: Very often an d  in all values the

Control -  Block o f  fo u r M /U face of the a irm an  appears in solid 
colour. Being caused by over-inking,

Ca. W ith ‘3d.’ in circle on m arg in  — 300,00 it is no t listed.
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The Forgeries
A lthough, due to the sim plicity of the ir design and  the 
m ethod  of p roduction  the stam ps present few problem s for 
the forger, it cam e as a surprise w hen forgeries of them  did  
appear in 1953, because a t th a t tim e they were com paratively 
inexpensive. As these forgeries were eagerly sought after by 
collectors who paid  good prices for them  it is perhaps no t su r­
prising th a t they are still being produced , borne ou t by the 
fact th a t some of the p ap er used for them  is of com paratively 
recent m anufacture.

T he forgeries differ from  the stam ps in  the colours, which 
never m atch  exactly, the gauge of perforation , size and  the 
spacing betw een them , so they present no difficulty for the 
collector who knows the stam ps well. In  add ition  the forger­
ies, of which there are two distinct types, each  having two 
different perforations, have small differences in  the design, 
the m ore im p o rtan t being the following:
Type 1:
T he  horizontal lines u n der “A IR  PO ST ” are all of the same 
thickness, whereas the two u p per ones should be thicker. T he 
two perforations are (a) 11 Vi and  (b) 13.
Type 2:
T he righ t-hand  end  of the top  broken line u n d e r “A IR  
PO ST” projects fu rth er to the righ t th a n  those below it, 
whereas these ends should be aligned. T he  two perforations 
are (c) 11 and  (d) 11‘A

As each  value of a set should be of the sam e w orth (sic) they 
are listed an d  priced  as sets:
Forgery 1 (a) 200,00

1 (b) 150,00
2 (c) 50,00
2 (d) 50,00

Second Air Stamps
T his short set, consisting of only two values, 4d. and  1/-, b e ­
cam e available at all Post Offices in the  U nion on 16 August 
1929. T h e ir  p roduction  m arked  the inaugura tion  of the  se­
cond air service by the G overnm ent and , unlike their 
predecessors, they were valid for pre paying all of the postage 
an d  no t just the  air m ail portion .

T he design, com m on to bo th  values, shows a side view of 
a b ip lane bank ing  across its centre, w ith the country’s nam e 
enclosed in scrolls above an d  below in English and  A frikaans 
respectively. T h e  words LUGPOS and  A IR  PO ST appear 
alternate ly  in  the four corners an d  the value tablets at each 
side. T h e  a rtist was a m em ber of the G overnm ent P rin te r’s 
staff.

T h e  stam ps, m onochrom e, were produced  by the typo­
graphic process on unw aterm arked  p ap er a t the G overnm ent 
P rin ting  W orks in Pretoria . T h e  sheets com prised u p pe r and  
lower panes each  of 60 stam ps (6 rows x 10) enclosed by a con­
tinuous jub ilee line and  separated  by a 13,5 m m  wide gutter. 
T h e  sam e 60 im age m aster p la te  was used for bo th  panes of 
each value, so th a t  in the  4d. the “Short T  in A IR ” flaw a p ­
pears in bo th  panes.

Jubilee lines are of the  sam e p a tte rn  in bo th  values, w ith 
a gap  above an d  below the fifth  stam p of the first and  last 
rows respecively. N ear the centre of each of these gaps there 
is a coloured dot w hich served to position each  sheet for p e r­
forating , done by a single com b app liance gauging  14 x 131/2. 
T he sheets were fed in a t the ir left-hand  m arg in , w hich is 
thus no t perforated  th rough , while the top  and  righ t h an d  
ones are. T here  is only a row of single holes in the bo ttom  
m arg in , an d  there are no  m arg inal arrows or p la te  num bers, 
an d  thus no controls.

Drawings p u rp o rtin g  to be rejected  designs for this series 
have no status.

“P aste-U ps”
1/- Value in black. Size 5,35 x 4,3 m m  (each) 1000,00 

Colour Trials
1/- value, p rin ted  on the back of obsolete 
G overnm ent lan d  charts.
(a) O range, (b) Orange-yellow, (c) O range-
verm ilion, (d) B right rose, (e) Scarlet each 200,00
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Plate Proofs
4d. and  1/- values in black, im perforate  each 400,00 5

Single 
M int Used

20 4d. Green (Shades) 5,00 4,00

Varieties
Plate M /U

VI. W hite blob betw een ‘A’ and  ‘F’ of
AFRICA. Row 3 /8  10,00

V2. Short T  in A IR . Rows 3 and  9 /9  10,00
V3. Slight thickening of bo ttom  fram e line

under ‘U ’ of LUGPOS. Row 12/5 10,00
V4. Slightly thicker u p pe r edge of cloud.

Row 12/9 10,00
Note: Copies in blue are changelings.

20 V4 with norm al stamp

General
V5. Offset a t back — p artia l 200,00

London Pictorials
Typographed and Recess Printings

T h e  in troduction  of a series of p ic torial stam ps to replace the 
K ing’s H ead  issue was con tem plated  as early as Septem ber 
1922. In  1923 essays of four d ifferen t designs and  in various 
colour com binations were subm itted  to the U nion G overn­
m ent by H arrison  and  Sons L td. of London. T he first of 
these, for the Id. value in horizontal fo rm at, em bodied a 
stand ing  Springbok based  on a design by B. G. H arrison.

A r tis t’s D raw ings
In  b lack pencil and  ink on thick w hite paper.

a. V ignette — Springbok w ithout back ­
g round . —
b. Fram e — 68 x 56 m m . —

Essays
Id . Springbok, in photogravure by H arrison  & Sons Ltd. on 
unw aterm arked  gum m ed  paper.

Single 
M int Used

21 1/- Orange (Shades) 30,00 25,00

Variety
Plate M /U

VI. Break in bo ttom  fram e u n der ‘U ’ of
LUGPOS. Row 12/5 60,00

H arrison Essay

I. Unscreened:
Size 20,75 x 17 m m  — perf. 14 

a. Black, b. Blue. c. Purple.
d. C arm ine.

Size 23 x 18,75 m m  — im perf.
e. Black, f. Blue. g. Purple. Each 75,00

II. Screened:
Size 23 x 18,75 m m  — im perf.

a. C arm ine and  green, b. Black and  blue.
c. P urp le  and  blue. d. C arm ine and  blue.
e. B lack an d  green, f. P urp le  an d  green.
g. Blue an d  green. Each 50,00
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