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The Union’s First 
Stamp
T he South Africa Act by w hich the un ion of the four colonies 
of the Cape of Good Hope, N atal, O range River Colony and  
Transvaal was effected, cam e into force on 31 May 1910.

T here was undoub ted ly  every in ten tion  th a t a postage 
stam p com m em orating  the event should be issued on th a t 
date. However, the death  of King Edw ard V II on 6 May 1910, 
necessitating the p repara tion  of a new die showing the head  
of King George V, m ade this impossible. In  fact the first essays 
in the De La Rue archives are dated  21 Ju ne  1910, and  the 
com m em orative stam p only appeared  on 4 N ovem ber 1910, 
com m em orating instead the opening  by the Duke of C on­
naught of the first U nion P arliam ent in C ape Town on tha t 
date.

‘Postage’ an d  ‘Postzegel’ a t the sides, w ith  the date a t the foot. 
A final essay was then  p rep ared  by altering  the latter. It had 
the nam es of the colonies p a in ted  ou t of the original posi­
tions, the two lower shields m oved up  and  the nam e of each 
colony on a scroll ben ea th  the  shields. T his was accepted and 
p rin tin g  com m enced.

T his p rin tin g  was by Thos. De La Rue & Co. L td ., of L on­
don, using the recess process, in Prussian b lue on white wove 
paper, w aterm arked  m u ltip le  rosettes and  perfo rated  14 by a 
single com b appliance. T h e  sheets com prised 120 stam ps in 
10 rows of 12 each  w ith a cen tre-ind ica ting  line in  the colour 
of the stam ps in the centre of each m arg in , w hich was o th e r­
wise b lank. T h e  bo ttom  m arg in  was perforated  through.

Blue ink is generally very tenacious, so th a t even in h a n d ­
work great d ifficulty  is experienced in w iping the p la te  clean. 
T his accounts for the fact th a t in m ost cases the surface of the 
p ap er h ad  a b luish tinge, varying considerably in dep th  on 
d ifferent sheets du rin g  production . T h ere  was also a varia ­
tion  in  the shades of blue, bu t all copies can  be considered of 
equal value, w ith the exception of those on w hich the surface 
of the p ap er is pu re w hite o r very deeply b lued . These are 
m uch  scarcer.

A lthough  it was a public  holiday, post offices opened for 
a couple of hours to sell the stam ps.

O riginal drawing by H. S. W ilkinson

King George V

T he design was by H. S. W ilkinson, D istributor of Stam ps, 
of Pretoria, with the value shown as Id . (the Em pire letter 
rate) which was altered  to 2'/2d. (the foreign letter rate). This 
was a strange decision, as there was little call for a stam p of 
this value, and  it is now known tha t a t the tim e of U nion each 
of the colonies h ad  plenty  of this value. As a result, seeing tha t 
the quantity  ordered of the  com m em orative was also in  excess 
of requirem ents, the last of them  was only seen in  1914.

T he printers p repared  two essays, sim ilar basically, w ith a 
‘C’ instead of ‘K’ in the D utch version of the place nam e, and  
the nam es of the colonies in  a second oval ring  above or below 
the shields bearing their coats of arm s. O ne h ad  ‘1910’ a t top, 
a crown at each side and  the value flanked by the words 
‘Postage’ and  ‘Postzegel’ a t the sides, w ith the date  a t the  foot. 
T he o ther h ad  the crown at the top and  the value capped  by

The K E  V II Essays
a. T h e  original d raw ing signed by H. S.

W ilkinson 3 000,00
b. T h e  ‘m ock-up’ study, m ade by altering  two

proofs of tria l dies, in b lue 3 000,00
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The K G  V Essays, in blue
a. W ith  crown at sides 2 500,00
b. W ith  value a t sides 2 500,00
c. As above w ith lower shields m oved up and

nam e scrolls lettered  by h an d  2 500,00

Essays

Die Proofs
a. V ignette only on glazed unw aterm arked  

paper
b. Black on white card  d istribu ted  to the 

press

3 000,00 

1 500,00

“Specimen” in black Die P roof

Colour Trials
a. B lue-black on unw aterm arked p ap er 1 500,00
b. Bright b lue on unw aterm arked  p ap er 2 000,00
c. Block of four in issued colour, im perforate 

on ungum m ed p ap er w aterm arked  m ultip le
rosettes 4 000,00

Specimens
a. H andstam ped  in violet (351/2 x 4 m m ), 

diagonally downward, rem oved from  the
publicity  cards 1 250,00

b. O verprinted  in b lack script (111/2 x 1 m m ),
diagonally upw ard 600,00

c. As above, b u t horizontal 900,00

a.
b.

Presentation Card
U noverprin ted  pairs on special m ount,
inscribed “Forw arded w ith the com plim ents
of the H igh Com m issioner for the U nion of
South A frica” for d istribu tion  to the press 1 250,00

P ublicity  Card
B earing one of the handstam ped  specim en 
stam ps for display in  post offices.
English — in black 1 500,00
D utch  — in  red  — only one know n 3 000,00

21/2d Basic Stamp, Control and Varieties
Single 

M int Used
2 'Ad Prussian blue. Shades of ind igo  

and lig h t to deep b lu e w ith  
surface of paper ranging from  
w hite to b lu ish

a. Postmarked on day of issue
b. As above on cover

6,00

Controls -  p e r  block o f  fo u r
Ca. M arginal guide line

Varieties — in w ording below Cape 
shield
VI ‘BF’ for ‘O F’
V2 ‘U F  for ‘O F ’
V3 ‘O ’ and  ‘F ’ tied  together
V4 Parts of ‘G’ missing

Other Varieties
V5 Vertical m ark  below and  to the right 

of the second ‘A’ in A FR IK A  Row 1/8 
V6 L ine from  right side of crown through  

to the Transvaal shield. Row 6/1 of the 
la ter prin tings only

3,00
50,00

250.00

M /U
100.00

25.00
25.00
25.00
25.00

50,00

75,00
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Interprovincial Usage
Once the U nion of South Africa cam e into being, the stam ps 
which were used from  31 May 1910 un til the K ing George V 
series appeared  on 1 Septem ber 1913 were those previously 
curren t in the form er colonies, bearing  the head  of King 
Edward V II. As these 46 stam ps were the only ones available, 
to be complete, a U nion collection should have exam ples of 
them  postm arked betw een those dates.

To begin with each  province used its own colonial stamps, 
bu t a notice in the G overnm ent G azette of 19 August 1910 re ­
moved any restrictions confining the use of the  postage and  
revenue stam ps to the territo rial boundaries of the original 
colonies of issue, au thorising  them  to be valid for use 
throughout the U nion. T h e  custom  then  arose of collecting 
each of those stam ps w ith postm arks ind icating  use in all four 
provinces, du ring  w hat cam e to be known as the In terp rov in ­
cial Period.

They are identifiable solely by the ir postm arks on which 
the nam e and  date — betw een 19 August 1910 an d  31 August 
1913, bo th  days included, should be clearly legible. T h e ir list­
ing here is u n der the headings of “C ” — used in the Cape; 
“N ” — N atal; “O ” — O range Free State and  “T ” — Trans­
vaal.

In add ition  to the cu rren t stam ps, also officially au thorised  
for use were all the earlier colonial stam ps which h ad  not 
been dem onetised. By a notice in  the G overnm ent G azette of 
15 O ctober 1937 they were dem onetised on 1 Jan u ary  1938. 
T hus these then  obsolete stam ps can  be found  w ith in te r­
provincial postm arks and  cu rren t stam ps of m ore than  one 
colony used in com bination . They do no t fall w ithin  the scope 
of this work.

Further supplies of certain  values of the  Transvaal stam ps 
had  to be ob tained  in order to eke out stocks un til those of 
the new series appeared . O f these the  sheets of the  halfpenny 
value h ad  the  p late n u m b er as 2 and  the one penny ones 3 
and 4. W hen they have these p late num bers a ttached  they are 
strictly speaking U nion stamps, in spite of the Transvaal in ­
scription.

W hen the new definitives becam e available the old ones 
were not w ithdraw n, an d  those of the 2 '/id. value in p a r tic u ­
lar were still being sold a t the end  of 1914, w hich is why so 
m any of them  are postm arked after the interprovincial p e ri­
od. As the £1 stam ps of the U nion did  no t ap p ear un til July 
1916, the closing date for the  £1 N atal and  Transvaal denom i­
nations should strictly speaking be extended till then.

Cape stam p used in the O.F.S.

Interprovincial definitive series
Cape o f  Good Hope, 1 9 0 2 -0 4

Used single
C N O T

I PI 'Ad. Green ,50 2,00 4,00 2,50
IP2 Id . C arm ine ,50 2,00 2,50 1,00
IP3 2d. Brown 1,50 3,00 3,00 2,00
IP4 2!/2d. U ltram arine 6,00 10,00 12,00 10,00
IP5 3d. M agenta 1,50 3,00 4,00 3,00
IP6 4d. Olive-green 3,00 5,00 6,00 5,00
IP7 6d. B right m auve 3,00 6,00 6,00 7,00
IP8 1/- Yellow-ochre 6,00 8,00 10,00 8,00
IP9 5/- Brow n-orange 15,00 25,00 30,00 25,00

N atal stam p used in the Cape

N atal, 1 9 0 2 -0 9
W m k.M ult. except when 
asterisk denotes single 
Crown CA

IP10 Vid. B lue-green 1,00 ,50 2,00 1,00
IP11 Id. C arm ine 1,00 ,50 2,00 1,00
IP12 l'/id . G reen and  black* 6,00 3,00 10,00 6,00
IP13 2d. R ed and  olive-green 2,00 1,00 3,00 2,00
IP14 2 Vid. B right blue* 8,00 5,00 10,00 8,00
IP15 3d. Purp le  and  grey* 4,00 1,00 6,00 4,00
IP16 4d. C arm ine and

cinnam on 8,00 5,00 10,00 8,00
IP17 5d. Black an d  orange 12,00 6,00 15,00 12,00
IP18 6d. Dull and  b righ t

purp le 6,00 3,00 15,00 7,00
IP19 1/- B lack/green 100,00 10,00 100,00 100,00
IP20 2 /- P urp le  and  b righ t

b lu e /b lu e 12,00 10,00 - 13,00
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IP21 2 /6 d . Black and
re d /b lu e 16,00 10,00 - 15,00
5 /- Green and  re d /
yellow 40,00 27,00 55,00 40,00
10/- Green and  re d /
green 80,00 60,00 120,00 80,00
£1 Purple and  b lack /red 300,00 250,00 - 300,00
Note: U npriced items 
have no t so far been 
recorded.

IP45 10/- Black an d  p u rp le / 
red

IP46 £1 G reen and  violet
12.00 15,00 30,00 10,00
15.00 20,00 40,00 12,00

O.R.C. stam p used Transvaal stam p used
in the Transvaal in the Cape

Orange R iver Colony, 1 9 0 3 -0 7
W m k.M ult. except when 
asterisk denotes single 
Crown CA.

IP25 Vid. Yellow-green 1,50 2,00 1,00 1,00
IP26 Id. Scarlet 1,50 2,00 1,00 1,50
IP27 2d. Brown* 3,50 4,00 2,50 4,00
IP28 2 Vid. B right blue* 4,00 4,00 3,00 4,00
IP29 3d. Mauve* 2,00 3,00 1,50 2,00
IP30 4d. Scarlet and  sage- 

green 4,00 5,00 3,00 5,00
IP31 6d. Scarlet and  mauve* 5,00 5,00 2,00 5,00
IP32 1/- Scarlet and  bistre 20,00 25,00 20,00 20,00
IP33 5 /- Blue and  brown* 45,00 60,00 40,00 45,00

Note: T h e  4d. w ith 
“IOSTAGE” flaw is rare, 
b u t is known used in 
three of the Provinces 
during  this period.

Transvaal, 1 9 0 4 -0 9
IP34 Vid. Yellow-green ,50 1,00 1,00 ,30
IP35 Id. Scarlet ,50 1,00 1,50 ,30
IP36 2d. Purple 1,00 1,50 1,50 ,50
IP37 2 Vid. B right Blue 3,00 3,00 4,00 2,50
IP38 3d. Black and  sage-green 2,00 2,00 2,50 1,00
IP39 4d. Black and  brown 2,00 3,00 3,50 1,00
IP40 6d. Black and  orange 2,00 3,00 3,50 1,50
IP41 1/- Black and  red-brow n 3,00 5,00 4,00 2,00
IP42 2/- Black and  yellow 5,00 5,00 7,00 2,50
IP43 2 /6  M agenta and  black 5,00 4,00 6,00 3,00
IP44 5/- Black and  p u rp le / 

yellow 7,00 8,00 10,00 5,00

Interprovincial Officials
O f the railway systems opera ting  p rio r to U nion, th a t of the 
C ape d id  no t use stam ps perfo ra ted  w ith  initials as d id  those 
of N atal (N G R  for N atal G overnm ent Railways) and  the 
O range River Colony an d  Transvaal (CSAR for C entral South 
A frican Railways). O n U nion all three systems were am a lg a ­
m ated  to form  the  South A frican Railways, b u t stocks on 
h an d  of the N G R  and  CSAR perfo ra ted  stam ps were used up 
du ring  the  interprovincial period. Towards the end  of 1910 
two denom inations of the  stam ps of the C ape an d  five of the 
Transvaal were perforated  “S A R” (w ith the S above the  R) 
by rem oving the  le tter C from  the  app liance previously used. 
T h e  use of these perfo ra ted  stam ps was d iscontinued  after 
1912.

T h e  sta tem en t in  a previous ed ition  th a t the sheets of 
stam ps were folded to q u a rte r  size before being  perforated  
w ith the le tter “N G R ” un fo rtunate ly  d id  no t take cognizance 
of the narrow  vertical and  stam p w idth horizontal gu tters in 
those sheets. H ad  the app liance been able to perforate  the in ­
itials 60 a t a tim e (10 rows x 6) then  horizontal pairs of stam ps 
having them  u p rig h t on one stam p and  reversed on the a d ­
jo in ing  one w ould have h ad  to have the  g u tte r betw een, 
w hich they d id  no t. I t  is thus alm ost certa in  th a t the size was 
such th a t it could process only 10 or fewer rows x 3, an d  tha t
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only upper or lower halves of the stam p sheets were folded — 
and  then  no t through  the centre of the g u tte r — w hich would 
account for the large m isplacem ent of the  initials so often 
found.

T he inverted initials, which are actually  m uch  scarcer, 
m ust have resulted from  the half-sheets being fed to the a p ­
pliance upside down. T hus only the 'Ad., Id . an d  6d. stam ps 
of N atal and  the 'Ad. of the ORC, of w hich larger quantities 
were processed, are found w ith the initials inverted. They 
must be regarded as being w orth Five tim es as m uch  as those 
showing them  uprigh t.

Because the Cape, ORC and  Transvaal stam ps perforated  
“NGR” alm ost invariably are found w ith D u rb an  postm arks 
dated  in the interprovincial period, it is generally accepted 
tha t the perforating  took place after U nion. Actually it is 
most unlikely th a t so m any different stam ps were perforated  
with the initials of a system which h ad  since becom e p a r t  of 
a larger one. W h at is m uch m ore p robable is th a t the stam ps 
were perforated  for use where the N G R  operated  into  the 
o ther three colonies, where N atal stam ps were no t accep ta­
ble. After U nion the surplus stocks of them  w ould have been 
recalled to D urban  where they could be, an d  were, used up.

K ins’s Head Stamps Perforated 
“N G R ”

Cape o f  Good Hope, 1 9 0 2 -0 4
Used single

IPO l 'Ad. Green 20,00
IP 0 2 Id. C arm ine 20,00
IP 0 3 2d. Brown 25,00
IP 0 4 3d. M agenta 25,00
IP 0 5 6d. B right m auve 40,00
IP 0 6 1/- Yellow-ochre 100,00

N atal, 19 0 2 -0 9
IP 0 7 'Ad. Blue-green 10,00
IP 0 8 Id. Carm ine 10,00
IP 0 9 2d. Red and  olive-green 15,00
IPO10 3d. Purple and  grey 15,00
IP O ll 6d. Dull and  b righ t pu rp le 40,00
IP012 2 /- Purple and  b righ t b lu e /b lue 60,00

Orange R iver Colony, 1 9 0 5 -0 7
IP 013  'Ad. Yellow green 25,00
IP 014  Id. Scarlet 40,00

Transvaal, 1 9 0 4 -0 9
IP 015  'Ad. Yellow-green 20,00
IP 016  Id. Scarlet 25,00

K ing’s H ead  Stam ps Perforated  “CSAR” (CS above AR)

Orange R iver Colony, 1 9 0 3 -0 7
IP017 'Ad. Yellow-green 50,00
IP 018  Id. Scarlet 60,00
IP 019  2d. Brown 100,00

Transvaal, 1 9 0 4 -0 9
IPO 20 'Ad. Yellow-green 15,00
IP 021  Id. Scarlet 20,00
IP 0 2 2  2d. P urp le  25,00
IP 0 2 3  3d. Black and  sage-green 40,00
IP 0 2 4  6d. B lack and  orange 100,00

K ing’s H ead  Stam ps Perforated  “SAR” (S above R)

Cape o f  Good Hope, 1 9 0 2 -0 4
IP 0 2 5  'Ad. G reen 60,00
IP 0 2 6  Id. C arm ine 80,00

Transvaal, 1 9 0 4 -0 9
IP 0 2 7  '/iA. Yellow-green 15,00
IP 0 2 8  Id . Scarlet 20,00
IP 0 2 9  2d. P urp le  25,00
IPO 30 3d. Black an d  sage-green 30,00
IP 031  6d. Black an d  orange 100,00

Interprovincial Postage Dues
T h e  only postage due labels used in the colonial period were 
those of the Transvaal, an d  they were b rough t into  general 
use d u rin g  the interprovincia l period. Stocks were no t w ith­
d raw n as those of the  new series becam e available, and  Trans­
vaal labels of 5d ., 6d. and  1/- values were still being used in 
the early 1920s.
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Transvaal, Postage Due 1 9 0 7
Used single

C N O T
IPD1 '/zd. Black and  blue-

green 3,00 4,00 4,00 2,00
IPD2 Id. Black and  scarlet 2,00 3,00 6,00 2,00
IPD3 2d. Brown-orange 1,00 2,00 8,00 1,00
IPD4 3d. Black and  blue 4,00 7,00 15,00 3,00
IPD5 5d. Black and  violet 10,00 20,00 - 8,00
IPD6 6d. Black and  red-

brown 10,00 20,00 30,00 10,00
1PD7 1/- Scarlet and  black 20,00 25,00 100,00 10,00
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King’s Head Series
In  Jan u ary  1911 com petitive designs were invited for a series 
o f postage stam ps for the U nion of South A frica, an d  in May 
th a t year it was announced  th a t prizes h ad  been aw arded  for 
subm itted  designs by six of the en tran ts: Mrs Guy B runton , 
Johannesbu rg  (3d.); T h e  C ape T im es L td ., C ape Town (Is.); 
K arl Greger, Leigh-on-Sea, E ngland  (2d.); C.P. Im m elm an, 
Paarl (6d .); D. Mackay, N orth  Finchley, L ondon ( ’/ id .,  Id. 
and  5s.) an d  E. A. Nicolay, C ape Town (2*/2d.). (Also illus­
tra ted  are unaccep ted  essays for 5s. and  3d. See SA Philatelist, 
M arch 1983.)

The Award-w inning Essays
■ I
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