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Foreword
T his publica tion  has a p roud  and  lengthy history. It takes its cu rren t 
form  from  the “Van R iebeeck” an d  “G olden Jubilee” editions, p u b ­
lished by the Philatelic Federation  of Sou thern  A frica in  1952 and  
1960; each succeeded by supplem entary  second volumes.

But it h ad  its fo rerunners as well. In  N ovem ber 1921 G. W. Reynolds 
edited  an d  published the Postage Stamps o f the Union of South Africa. B e­
tween then  and  1946, o ther well known philatelists — am ong them  
Rich, Ritchie, Sim enhoff, Basden and  Bishop, to m ention  b u t a few — 
were responsible for sim ilar publications.

However all of these fell short of the  end  of an  era, w hen the U nion 
becam e the R epublic of South A frica on 31 May 1961. Perforce they 
could only tell p a r t of the story. Now, ap a rt from  any possible new dis­
coveries and  periodic price adjustm ents, this ed ition  for the first tim e 
covers its subject com plete in one volume.

Painstakingly over the past ten  years, the editor, Jack  Hagger, has re ­
w ritten  en tire  sections in the  ligh t of new inform ation  and  research, 
while some parts, previously inc luded  in  the H andbook /C ata logue, 
have been om itted . To cover these it is hoped  to undertake a com panion 
volume.

This edition  will no do ub t becom e the  definitive reference work for 
all serious collectors of, and  specialists in, the stam ps of the  U nion of 
South Africa, and  it is a pleasure and  an  honour to have been asked to 
con tribu te  this foreword.

STAN NAYLOR r d p s a , f r p s l
President o f the Philatelic Federation o f Southern Africa



Preface
I am  grateful to collectors b o th  here an d  overseas who po in ted  ou t e r­
rors in previous editions as well as suggesting im provem ents. A lthough 
for obvious reasons the sheer n u m b er of nam es is too lengthy to list here 
they will, I am  sure, be pleased to note tha t the ir suggestions were taken 
to heart.

I acknowledge particu la rly  the help  received from  the  following: 
S tan Naylor RDPSA, FR PSL, for p roofread ing  an d  pricing 
Jonas M ichelson RDPSA, FR PSL, for proofreading  an d  h an d lin g  of illus­
trations
W ally jap h a  for his helpful suggestions an d  proofread ing  covering the 
chap ter dealing  w ith the Officials
Coen Slagt for p ricing  and  the loan  of m ateria l for reproduction  
W ilhelm  G ru tte r for ed ito rial assistance.

S. J. HAGGER, RDPSA
Alberton, 15 June 1986
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Introduction
T his work enjoys one g reat advantage over the previous publications on 
the stam ps of the U nion, published a t intervals since 1921 — it can  try 
to tell the whole story. Should it succeed, all th a t should be required  in 
fu ture  would be to revise prices an d  to correct m inor errors.

Thus, while for the convenience of cu rren t collectors the G olden 
Jubilee ed ition  nu m b erin g  has been followed alm ost entirely, some 
changes have been m ade. It is felt th a t these will m ake the work easier 
to follow for collectors of the future.

T he sections w hich have seen the greatest change are th a t on  the offi­
cials, w ith new num bering , an d  th a t on the unhyphenated  rotogravure 
productions, which caused so m uch  confusion in the past. T his has 
been com pletely rew ritten. In  add ition , two very necessary changes 
were m ade in the num bering  of the Id . value.



Explanatory Notes w orth m uch  m ore and  in this catalogue, where the price is for 
a pair, unless otherwise stated , a horizontal p a ir of stam ps is 
referred  to.

Odd an d  Even Numbered Stam ps
W here they were inscribed unilingually, the languages always 
alternated  on the stam ps in the m ann er shown in the  d ia ­
gram . Thus, any two w hich are joined  together, horizontally  
or vertically, constitute a b ilingual pair.

Row No. O dd Even

1 English A frikaans

2 A frikaans English

W henever in the text a feature of an  odd  or even num bered  
stam p is described, the reference is to the n u m b er of the posi­
tion which it occupies in the row. I t is therefore unchanged  
w hether the first stam p on the sheet was inscribed in English 
or in Afrikaans.

Row No. O dd Even

1 A frikaans English

2 English A frikaans

W aterm arks

U pright

Facing left Facing right

Springbok’s head W aterm ark looking a t face of stam p

Pairs
Although, in theory, there should be no difference betw een 
the price of a horizontal or a vertical pair, m ost collectors 
insist on having the form er, consequently  they are

Arms W aterm ark looking at face of stam p




