
 
 

NEWSLETTER No: 343 
 

September 2022: One Frame Evening 

 

Dear Members 
 

The twenty-fifth Witwatersrand Philatelic Society meeting after the introduction of the lock-down 

in South Africa was held in the Ball Room at the Auckland Park venue of the Country Club 

Johannesburg on 14th September 2022 with twelve members and guests in attendance. 

 

1. CONDOLENCES 
 

Before starting the meeting, it was only right for all present to express 

their sincere condolences on the death of Queen Elizabeth II, the 

Queen of the United Kingdom and 14 other Commonwealth realms, 

on Thursday, 8th September 2022, at one of her favourite homes, the 

Balmoral Castle in Aberdeenshire in Scotland at the age of 96.  The 

Queen was born in April 1926 in Mayfair, London, as the first child 

of the Duke and Duchess of York. Her father acceded to the throne 

as King George VI in 1936 upon the abdication of his brother, King 

Edward VIII, making Elizabeth the heir presumptive. She was 

educated privately at home and began to undertake public duties 

during the Second World War, serving in the Auxiliary Territorial 

Service. In November 1947, she married Philip Mountbatten, a former Prince of Greece and 

Denmark, and their marriage lasted 73 years until his death in April 2021. They had four 

children: Charles (Prince of Wales); Anne, (Princess Royal); Prince Andrew (Duke of York); 

and Prince Edward (Earl of Wessex). 
 

It was in 1947, almost five years before Queen Elizabeth II ascended the throne that she made 

a solemn vow to the people of Britain and the Commonwealth by saying: ‘My whole life, 

whether it be long or short, shall be devoted to your service’. 
 

All persons present stood for a short moment out of respect for the late Queen Elizabeth II. 
 

2. CONGRATULATIONS TO KING CHARLES III 
 

It was also right to congratulate Charles, the Prince of 

Wales, being the longest serving heir to the British throne, 

on being crowned King Charles III on 9th September 2022 

at the age of 73 on the death of his mother, Queen 

Elizabeth II. May God save the King. 
 

During his maiden address on Friday, 9th September 2022, 

as the monarch of Britain and the Commonwealth, King 
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Charles III concluded his speech with a very touching and heart-breaking message to his late 

mother and father: ‘To my darling Mama, as you begin your last great journey to join my 

dear late Papa, I want simply to say this: Thank you. Thank you for your love and devotion 

to our family and to the family of nations you have served so diligently all these years. May 

flights of Angels sing thee to thy final rest’. 

 

3. DATES FOR AUCKLAND PARK MEETINGS IN 2022 
 

This month the dates for future meetings were to be included on Page 1 of the Newsletter as 

members have difficulty in finding them on Page 5.  However, as a result of the death of 

Queen Elizabeth II and the proclamation of King Charles III as monarch, they appear on 

Page 2. 
 

The table below gives the dates for the remainder of the meetings in 2022: 
 

Wednesday 12 October 2022 Second Competitive Evening 

Wednesday 16 November 2022 Invited Exhibitor 

Wednesday 14 December 2022 President’s Evening + Cocktail Party 
 

Meetings start at 19h00 and end at 21h30.  If you would like to dine before the meeting, 

please let Nikki Espley-Jones or Herbie Schaffler know and then meet in the Club Room 

at 18h00.  Remember that the Club is cashless, so don’t forget to bring your Club 

membership card, your credit or debit card. 
 

The meeting scheduled for 9 November 2022 has been moved one week later to 

Wednesday, 16 November 2022, as the original date falls in the middle of the 

International Exhibition in Cape Town and many of the members will be going to Cape 

Town for the International and National Exhibitions from 8 to 12 November 2022. 

 

4. DATES FOR STAMP STUDY GROUP MEETINGS 
 
Wednesday 28 September 2022 

Wednesday 26 October 2022 

Wednesday 30 November 2022 
 

The next study group meeting at the Woodmead Section of the Club will be held on 

Wednesday, 28 September 2022, starting at 19h00.  These meetings are really worth attending.  

Just bring a few stamps, a couple of covers or anything else of interest and talk about them.  

It’s quite amazing the information you get from fellow attendees about your material or other 

things.  If you would like to dine before the meeting, meet in the members’ restaurant at 18h00.  

The chairman for the evening will be Ian Matheson. 

 

5. CORONAVIRUS UPDATE 
 

The South African Minister of Health, Dr Joe Phaahla, confirmed that although South Africa 

still had many new Corona infections, the death rate was reducing.  On 14 September 2022, a 

total of some 4 014 986 persons in South Africa had been infected with Covid-19 and a total 

of 102 129 had succumbed to it.  The recovery rate was standing at 97,3%.  There were 6 658 

active cases, of which 192 remained serious or critical. 
 

Professor Emeritus of Virology, Barry Schoub, believes that South Africa should brace itself 

for another wave of COVID-19 towards late September 2022 to early October 2022.  This 

would be the sixth wave of corona-virus infections in South Africa. 
 

The World Health Organization (WHO) has revealed that world-wide more than one million 

people have succumbed to the virus this year alone due to COVID-19. 
 

Dr. Phaahla was concerned as the 5th case of monkeypox in South Africa had been recorded, 

although he maintained that there was no need to be vaccinated at present. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Prince_Philip,_Duke_of_Edinburgh
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6. CRIME STATISTICS IN SOUTH AFRICA 
 

Although crime in South Africa has nothing to do with philately and this is the second time 

that the crime statistics have been included in a Newsletter, it is important to advise members 

once again that South Africa is one of the most violent countries in the world. 
 

In June 2022 Beki Cele, the Minister of Police, announced that there were 6 083 murders in 

the first three months of 2022. In August 2022 he announced that there were a further 6 424 

murders in the second quarter of 2022 from April 2022 to June 2022. The total for the first 

six months of 2022 thus amounted to 12 507, equating to 69 persons murdered per day. 
 

He further reported that rapes reported to the South African Police Services for the second 

quarter decreased by 12 percent to 9 516 rapes. The total numbers for six months were thus 

20 334, equating to 112 per day or nearly one person every 5 minutes. 
 

Thus, members, look after yourselves, your wives, partners and families. 

 

 

7. CAPE TOWN 2021 INTERNATIONAL STAMP EXHIBITION. 
 

This exhibition would be held in the Cape Town International Conference Centre (CTICC) 

under FIP patronage from 8 to 12 November 2022.  Information on the Exhibition could be 

obtained at https://capetown2022.org/.  Simply click and hold Control and click on the link.  It 

is certainly worth scrutinizing the Website. 
 

The appointed Chairman of the Jury will be Howard Green RDPSA. 
 

As outlined in previous Newsletters, the National Commission for the exhibition would be 

Ian Matheson. He could be contacted on ian@cdi.biz.  Submission of entry forms had now 

expired. 

 

8. CAPE TOWN 2022 NATIONAL STAMP EXHIBITION. 
 

This National Stamp Exhibition, organised by the Philatelic Federation, would also be held at 

the same venue as the International Exhibition from 8 to 12 November 2022.  Entries for the 

exhibition closed on 30 June 2022. 
 

The 84th Annual General Meeting of the Philatelic Federation of South Africa, formally 

known as Congress 2022, would take place in Cape Town on Friday, 11 November 2022 at 

08h00 for 09h00. 

 

https://capetown2022.org/
mailto:ian@cdi.biz
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9. MESSAGES FROM MEMBERS 
 

a. David Mordant: The letter below was received from David Mordant, our member in 

Vancouver in Canada, the morning after Nikki circulated the long August 2022 Newsletter. 
 

Hi Herbie & Nikki 
 

Thank you ever so much for another tour d’ force Newsletter. The quality and reproduction remain 

superb. 
 

There is so much of interest in it that one hardly knows where to begin. Probably with the letter of 

thanks from Yolan Friedmann and the further detailing of the incredible conservation work that 

she and the organisation that she leads, is achieving. Their work in the efforts (seemingly successful 

so far) of multiplying both the endangered cheetahs and wild dogs is incredibly praiseworthy as 

must be all their eleven programmes. Truly an organisation deserving of support. 
 

The Philatelic articles were all of interest and especially enjoyable was Clive Carr’s dissertation 

on the OVS Provisional Postcards, as it is also one of my own fields of interest. 
 

Here our 913th monthly club meeting had both a Main Course and a Dessert. The Main Course 

was on the “Slogan Postmarks of Canada” and the Dessert portion dealt with Wartime Patriotic 

Covers 1939 – 1945. Both dissertations presented by the same philatelist member. 
 

As with most of the Northern Hemisphere, we continue to experience an uncomfortable heat wave 

as happened last year. We are better prepared this time, but precautions are still required to protect 

the most vulnerable. Last year over 600 residents in Vancouver alone perished. 
 

The stamp market here in North America continues its dual track behaviour. High quality material 

continues to enjoy premium prices at auction, while lower quality material is being marked down, 

sometimes quite severely. 
 

Like everybody else I found Francois Friend’s Description of what Eskom was and what it has 

become, a very great tragedy. Enough said. 
 

Hilarious his suggestion on the renaming of Port Elizabeth. Hear Hear. 
 

Kind regards. David Mordant.   

 

10. ONE FRAME EVENING 
 

The President welcomed all present to the September 2022 meeting, the twenty-fifth meeting 

after 24 months of lock-down.  The one-frame evening meetings were always extremely 

popular. In total twelve members and guests attended the meeting and eight dined in the Club 

Room before the meeting. 
 

The President welcomed the big wigs, namely Jim Findlay RDPSA (President of the Philatelic 

Foundation), Ian Matheson RDPSA (Awards Custodian of the Federation), Peter Oppenheim 

(Vice President for Region No. 1) and Derek Roth (Treasurer of the Philatelic Federation). 
 

But more important than the big wigs, a special welcome went to all our members. He also 

welcomed two guests, namely Grant Austin and Arnold Bischoff. 
 

Apologies were received from Peter van der Molen, Jill Redmond, Howard Green, Janice 

Botes, Pat Flanagan, Denise Collie, Marleen & Jan Schalkwijk, David Chandler, Robbie 

Schmidt, Joha de Maayer, Alastair Macduff, Bruce Berry, Chris Carey, Francois Friend, 

Robert Harm and Nikki Espley-Jones. 
 

Convalescing:  Jim Findlay was recovering well after his full prosthesis surgery of the 

right knee.  The operation went well and he was now walking around 

without crutches. 

Robbie Schmidt was recovering slowly and hoped to be able to attend 

meetings sometime in the future. 

Paul van Zeyl underwent a quadruple heart by-pass procedure on 

Monday, 29.08.2022. He was recovering well. 
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a. Items of Interest 
 

Two members brought items of interest. 
 

First off the mark was Robert Wenger with five postal items, some of which were sent from 

Vienna by his grandfather to his father.  The first item was a postcard from Friedrichshafen 

to Pretoria with a picture of the airship ‘Graf Zeppelin’. 
 

The next item was a postcard, celebrating the Graf Zeppelin flight from Vienna to 

Pforzheim on 10.07.1931. 
 

Next came a full set of five of the May 1915 Austrian Widows and Orphans Fund on a 

registered cover from Vienna to Grosshesselohe in Bavaria, dated 14.03.1916 
 

Then came a censored postcard, dated 13.09.1915, with a 5 Heller stamp, sent to Zwickau. 
 

Lastly, he showed a postcard, posted on 29.1.1908 in Vienna to Braamfontin, franked with 

a single 10 Heller stamp. 

 

Next with two points of interest was Ian Matheson. 
 

Firstly he reported that that he had correspondents from a number of countries around the 

world, who have assisted him greatly in the development of his Entertainments Tax 

collection.  He showed envelopes received during the Ukraine crisis sent from both Russia 

and Ukraine.  It was noteworthy that the Russian mails had now been discontinued, but 

Ukraine was still operating normally.  However, South Africa, although not fighting a war, 

could not even manage a functioning postal service. 
 

Secondly he announced that he had finished his latest book ‘Indian Entertainment Tax and 

Passenger Fee’.  He brought a single hard copy of the book with him.  Hard copies were 

not yet available as he and his co-author, Andrew McClellan, were seeking more 

information, especially on details of usages on tickets required to confirm the dates of 

usage.  The book was available for free download via www.revrevd.com. If members had 

scans that could add to the study, they were asked to send them to ian@cdi.biz.. 

 

b. The Popular One Frame Evening. 
 

Five members exhibited one-frame exhibits. 
 

First to exhibit was Robert Wenger with an exhibit, entitled ‘Austrian Mixed Frankings 

prior to the Second World War’.  On 13th March 1938 when Austria was overrun by the 

German Nazi storm-troopers, pure Austrian stamps were in use as issued by all Post Offices 

in Austria.  After the Anschluss (Annexation) of Austria the German Reichspost took over 

all Post Offices in Austria and issued the current German stamps of the Third Reich. 
 

However, from 4th April 1938 to 31st October 1938, 

a period of just seven months, mixed frankings of 

certain Austrian stamps were allowed for both 

internal and foreign mail.  The currency was 

converted at a rate of 1,5 Austrian Schillings = 1 

Deutsche Reichsmark. 
 

From 1st November 1938 however, only pure 

German stamps were allowed for postage as all 

existing Austrian stamps were withdrawn from use 

and the remaining stocks were burnt. For this short 

period, mixed frankings used on cover were hard to 

find as forgeries existed and few items of genuinely used mail could be found. 
 

The scope of the exhibit included the following issues used on cover, either registered, 

standard postage or airmail addressed to local or foreign destinations: 
 

 

http://www.revrevd.com/
mailto:ian@cdi.biz
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1) Stamps on cover to the Anschluss using pure Austrian frankings before 13th March 

1938. 

2) The mixed frankings of German Reichspost and Austrian stamps used on cover 

allowed from 13th March 1938 until 31st October 1938. From 4th October 1938 all 

issues of the German Reichspost were allowed in Austria. 

3) The final period after 1st November 1938 when only pure German stamps were 

allowed to be used in Austria. 

 

Next to exhibit was Ian Matheson with a one frame exhibit, entitled ‘Russian 

Entertainment Tax in Russia and Ukraine’. 
 

Imperial Russia came to an end when the Bolsheviks took over after the October Revolution 

in 1917.  The exhibit featured items used before, during and after the revolution and told 

the story of the momentous changes the country was going through. 
 

Princess Maria’s charitable institutions were formally established in 1828 by Empress 

Maria Feodorovna, the Tsarina.  In 1891 the tax was applied to tickets, and stamps were 

issued from 1896.  The exhibit started from 1915, when Russia was in the grips of runaway 

inflation as a result of the cost of the Great War.  Stamps were surcharged with much higher 

face values and tickets were also re-rated at increased prices.  A selection of the surcharged 

issues on ticket were shown. 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

A new set was issued in 1916 with higher face values and this set was in use during the 

revolution.  Numerous examples were shown.  The funds which had supported hospitals, 

orphanages, centres for “fallen” women, etc were redirected to the war effort.  Tickets 

sometimes bore a “MILITAR” overprint, indicating that it was now a war tax. 
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Numerous towns issued their own local stamps just before the revolution to raise revenue 

The scans below were from Ukraine. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Ukraine declared independence on 26th January 1918 and a set of entertainment tax stamps 

was issued to raise revenue for the Government of Hetman Skoropadsky. 

 

The Treaty of Riga in 1921 ended the liberation hopes of the Ukrainian National Republic 

and it became the Ukrainian Soviet Socialist Republic, a component of the USSR. 
 

 A ticket of 28th February 1918 showed that the War Tax was collected by Russia even after 

the revolution.  A 1924 ticket was shown demonstrating the legislation of 12th September 

1924, whereby the tax was then directed to the Red Cross and Red Crescent, once more to 

be used for charitable purposes. 
 

The Russian Soviet Federated Socialist 

Republic (RSFSR) was established on 7th 

November 1917.  A set of entertainment tax 

stamps was issued by RSFSR in 1924 and 

1925 and Ian showed examples with and 

without watermark and with different perforations. 
 

Lenin’s model was a disaster and the country experienced a financial crisis and widespread 

famine.  Eventually Lenin combined his model with the thinking of Karl Marx. This ‘New 

Economic Policy’ allowed for a progression to communism via a fusion of the two 

ideologies, communism and capitalism, with the latter being progressively replaced.  Lenin 

died in 1924 (believed by many to be suspicious circumstances) and when Stalin took over 

the transition to full communism was 

accelerated.  The exhibit closed with state 

issued stamps, which had to be affixed to a 

card when the holder wished to attend a 

performance at one of the theatres; all were 

now state-owned in the 1931 to 1935 period. 

 

 
 

Lastly, a double ticket for the Moscow 

State Theatre used in 1930, just before 

the final takeover was shown. 
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Third off the mark was Jim Findlay with a one frame exhibit, entitled ‘Air mails carried 

by jet aircraft to and from Johannesburg 50 to 70 years ago (1952 – 1972)’. 
 

This period saw the transition of intercontinental flight changing from piston engine 

propeller aircraft, such as the Lockheed Constellation, to the jet engine Comet, McDonell 

Douglas DC-8, the Boeing 707 and the Boeing 747 in 1971. 
 

International and local flights to and from Johannesburg during this period (1952-1972) 

were all addressed from or to Jan Smuts Airport, Kempton Park. The airport was named 

after the South African Prime Minister and international statesman, Field Marshal Jan C. 

Smuts. 
 

Covers and photographs of the aircraft were shown for the following flights: 
 

May 1952: The first air mail carried by jet aircraft to 

Johannesburg was by the British Overseas Airway 

Corporation (B.O.A.C.) de Haviland Comet DH-106 

(Registration No. G-ALYP) from London on 2nd May 

1952. The flight route has 6 stops and it took 23 hours 

20 minutes or 17 hours 34 minutes flying time. 

 

 

 

 

October 1953: U.A.T. (French airline) had 

established a route from Paris to Brazzaville, 

Belgium Congo, flying the Comet 1A. In October the 

route was extended to Johannesburg. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

September 1960: U.A.T. introduced the first flight by a 

McDonnell Douglas DC-8 from Paris via Brazzaville to 

Johannesburg. 
 

 

 

 

 

May 1962: Lufthansa introduced the Boeing 707-320B flying from Frankfurt am Main 

via Athens, Khartoum and Nairobi to Johannesburg. 

 
 

April 1964: Scandinavian Airlines 

S.A.S. introduced the Convair 990 

Coronado flying from Stockholm 

via Hamburg, Athens and Nairobi to 

Johannesburg. 

 
 

Other Aircraft: 
 

April 1964: T.A.P. introduce the 

route from Lisbon via Luanda to 

Johannesburg with a Boeing 707-

320B. 
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April 1968: Lufthansa add Munich to the route from Frankfurt am Main to Johannesburg. 
 

April 1968: Swiss Air introduce the non-stop flight from Zurich to Johannesburg flying a 

McDonell Douglas DC-8. 
 

February 1969: South African Airways flies to New York, U.S.A., via Rio de Janeiro with 

a Boeing 707. 
 

November 1971: Lufthansa changes the route from Frankfurt am Main to Johannesburg via 

Kinshasa flying Boeing 707-320B aircraft. 
 

December 1971: South African Airways flies the first Boeing 747 non-stop from 

Johannesburg to London and the non-stop return flight. 
 

November 1972: Scandinavian Airlines S.A.S. (amalgamated with Austrian Airlines) flies 

non-stop from Vienna to Johannesburg and non-stop return with a McDonell Douglas DC8. 
 

49 Years Ago - The final page showed the January 1973 Concorde hot air and high-altitude 

flights between Johannesburg and Cape Town with a cover signed by Brian Trubshaw 

(chief test pilot) and Roy Radford (co-pilot). [One of only 5 signed covers.] 

 

Penultimate exhibitor was Derek Roth with a one frame exhibit comprised of a selection 

of Deutsches Reich stamps from 1872 to 1942. 
 

They included the early Eagle series, Germania, Numerals (including high vales during 

the inflationary period), Reichsadler and Airmail Eagles, Reichs Presidents Ebert and von 

Hindenburg, Hindenburg Medallions and Adolf Hitler series. 

 

 

The last to exhibit was Herbie Schaffler with two frames, entitled ‘The History of the 

Witwatersrand Philatelic Society’.  This presentation was shown as an exhibit at the EGOLI 

2001 National Exhibition as a feast of philately and good fellowship. 
 

The society was originally founded in 1970 as the Wanderers Philatelic Society by Bobby 

Oppenheim and Jim Hobbs.  Six interested persons attended to the first meeting.  Over the 

next 21 years membership grew and then diminished.  In 1992 with a mere 17 members, 

the committee decided to relocate to the Country Club Johannesburg under Herbie’s 

membership. 
 

The first meeting at the Country Club was held in March 1994 with 17 members present. 

By the end of the evening the membership had risen to 29.  To keep the well-known 

abbreviated letters WPS, the new Society was called the Witwatersrand Philatelic Society. 

Membership grew from strength to strength up to 117 members, 14 of which had signed 

the Roll of Honour for Distinguished Philatelists. As members have grown older, can no 

drive at night, emigrated from South Africa or passed away, the membership has reduced 

and in 2022 it stands at 69.  The Society has a number of trophies, which are awarded each 
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year at the Annual General Meeting.  An annual black-tie banquet with a guest speaker was 

held each year for many years in the magnificent Rainbow Room at the Club.  Many 

members wrote articles in the Country Club’s magazine ‘Under the Oaks’.  In 2002 the 

Society was made a fully-fledged Sub-Club of the Country Club Johannesburg. 
 

The Society has been involved in organising many National Exhibitions over the years. 

These included JOPEX 1999 at the Rand Afrikaans University, together with the Philatelic 

Society of Johannesburg; EGOLI 2001 at the Sandton Convention Centre, together with 

the Antique Dealers and Decorative Arts; STAMPEX 2003 at Melrose Arch; and 

JOMAPEX 2013 at Museum Africa, together with the Philatelic Society of Johannesburg. 
 

The exhibit included many pictures of some members as they looked 

some twenty years ago.  Of particular interest was the picture of the 

three wise men – Jonas Michelson 

RDPSA, Bobby Oppenheim and 

Bertie Simpkins. 
 

This exhibit certainly gave 

members and guests some idea 

about the Society. 
 

    Harry Birkhead 

 

The Three Wise Men 

 Bobby Oppenheim 

 Jonas Michelson RDPSA 

 Bertie Simpkins 

 

 

The 2002 Committee 
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Now members know all about the Witwatersrand Philatelic Society, how it started, why it relocated 

and where it is now. 

 

11. CLOSING OF MEETING 
 

In his capacity as a Committee Member, Danna Strydom, thanked the members most sincerely 

for the one frame exhibits. 

 

 

Well that’s all. Best regards and stay safe. 

 

We shall see you at the next meeting 

 

Herbie Schaffler  


