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THEMATICS 
Nr 170: OCTOBER 2022 

Newsletter of Thematics Southern Africa/ Nuusbrief van Tematika Suider-Afrika 

PO Box 56221, Wierda Park 0149 Editor: Robbie Harm robertharm9@gmail.com 

 

ARTICLES FOR THEMNEWS 

Most of the articles which appear in Thematics are sourced from a variety of available 

philatelic magazines; however, it would be wonderful to use more local articles. I have 

adjusted the newsletter to allow for local and longer articles. The request for articles 

remains as strong as ever. 

 
NOTICE TO READERS 

The Cape Town International Stamp Exhibition Organizing Committee has secured new 

dates with FIP from 8 to 12 November 2022.   

 

FROM THE EDITOR OF THEMATICS  
 

Dear Thematicists,  

 

 Just as I started thinking that compiling this newsletter would be easier, Eskom did 

the thing they do best, bring back load shedding. This time it was more dramatic, with 

some 7½ hours per day without any power. This caused compiling the newsletter to 

become an extreme effort during waking hours. I managed to complete it, regardless of 

the difficulties experienced. In just over a month the Cape Town International Stamp 

Exhibition can be visited in the Cape Town International Conference Centre in Cape 

Town. The first two days (8 and 9 November) the first half of the exhibits will be on show. 

During the night hours of 9 November these exhibits will  be taken down and replaced by 

the second half of the exhibits (10 to 12 November) will be exhibited. There was insufficient 

space to exhibit these all at the same time. This will require two visits if one wants to see all 

the exhibits. Readers need to take note that the National Stamp Exhibition can also be 

viewed in a separate hall of the same venue. For more information, please visit the 

website at www.capetown2022.org. I have just heard that five special postmarks will be 

available, one on each day of the exhibition. These will show the faces of the five South 

African Nobel Prize Winners of the Peace prize. Bring you own cover, and if possible the SA 

stamps showing these winners. One may have to make arrangements to have each cover 

franked on each of the days. Good luck.                             Editor           

 

THEMATIC MEETINGS / TEMATIESE BYEENKOMSTE           
*First Saturday of the month – The Pretoria Chapter meets at 10:00 in Greek Orthodox 

Church Hall, corner of Lynwood Road and Roper Street, (opposite UP main gate).  

Contact: Helena Snyman 012-803-8922, 083-990-8953 or helena.snyman@gauteng.gov.za. 

  

*First Saturday of the month – The Western Cape Chapter meets at 09:30 in the Church Hall 

of the DR Church Bellville-Vallei, c/o Postma and St Andrews Street, Oakdale, Bellville.  

Contact:  Diederik Viljoen at 021-976-2661, 082-456-6653 or diederikaviljoen@gmail.com.  

 

*Third Monday of the month – The KZN Chapter meets at 15:00 in St Matthews Parish Hall, 

115 Hesketh Drive, Hayfields, Pietermaritzburg.  

Contact: As Aubrey Bowles has retired I am unaware whether the club is still meeting. 

 

mailto:robertharm9@gmail.com
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STAMP FAIRS   

 

*First Saturday of the month – The Cape Stamp Fair @ DR Church Bellville-Vallei, c/o Postma 

and St Andrews Streets, Oakdale, Bellville, Cape Town.  Contacts:  Robbie Harm 082 925 

7103/Ken Joseph 072-597-1287. From 08:30 until 12:30. Please confirm the date of the next 

Stamp Fair, although reminders are sent via SMS/E-mail.  

 

*First Saturday of the month – Pretoria Stamp Fair @ Pretoria, Greek Orthodox Church, 

corner Lynwood Road and Roper Street, (opposite UP main gate) Contact: Paul van Zeyl 

at 012-329-2464 or paulvz@mweb.co.za.                          

 

*Second Saturday of the month – Kyalami Stamp Fair @ Kyalami Country Club, Maple 

Road, Kyalami from 09:00. Contact: Clinton Goslin at 083-272-9367 or 

atlasauctioneers@lantic.net.   

 

*Last Saturday of the month – Edenvale Stamp Fair @ Edenvale Bowling Club, 6th Avenue, 

Edenvale. Contact: Clinton Goslin at 083-272-9367 or atlasauctioneers@lantic.net.  Please 

check with Clinton first to make sure the Stamp Fair is on, although auction lists are 

normally sent in advance. 

 

*Last Saturday of the month – Sunbird Stamp Auction @ 1st Hillcrest Scout Hall, 16 Shortlands 

Road, Hillcrest from 08:00 until 13:00. Contacts: Kim and Carol Breytenbach.   

 

*Last Sunday of the month – Durban Stamp Fair @ Chantecler Hotel, 27 Clement Stott 

Street, Botha’s Hill, Durban. Contact: Bev McNaught-Davis at 031-904-1522 or 

mood@telkomsa.net.  

 

THEMATICS AROUND THE COUNTRY 

 

Pretoria Chapter – 1 October 2022    

1 October at the beginning of “Oktober die mooiste, mooiste maand” with jacarandas 

starting to be in full bloom, we met as usual at the Greek Church for our monthly meeting. 

7 people attended with 1 apology. Members showed a few interesting items including SAF 

envelopes; 70 years SA Police envelope with an interesting story that we hope will 

become an article; the new Namibia lapwing issue and a member’s idea of collecting a 

single stamp from every country ever issuing a stamp … we will keep our eyes on that one! 

Then Helena showed her collection of Salvation Army stamps, envelopes and other items 

she collected over a number of years. There was a nice discussion around community 

involvement and organisations that is really into community welfare and involved where 

the need is the highest. Next month will be a potpourri of themes as all will bring something 

to share.             Helena Snyman 

  

MPS Chapter –                                                                                             

It is not known whether they still meet.          Aubrey Bowles 

 

WC Chapter – 3 September 2022 

We welcomed 7 members on this Saturday morning ie. Rianneke, Evert, Maureen, John, 

Henk and Reanie. Apology from Hugh. As usual, a brisk exchange of stamps and covers 

happened between those present. These are always very well received. Topic of the Day:  

Rianneke then showed us her 4 frame Open Class exhibit called “Op Reis deur 

Nederland”. Well, what a journey it was. She started by giving an introduction to the 

mailto:paulvz@mweb.co.za
mailto:atlasauctioneers@lantic.net
mailto:atlasauctioneers@lantic.net
mailto:mood@telkomsa.net
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history and then took us on a tour around her country of birth by using stamps, miniature 

sheets extensive range of meter marks and a number of cigar labels. Relevant photos and 

maps completed the journey. Rianneke should have showed this at the National but 

hopefully next year will be her turn. Only comments was that she may need more 

philatelic material at the first few pages and should try and reduce the amount of writing 

but this is difficult as she has so much to say about the Netherlands.   Diederik Viljoen 

 

FACTS AND FEATS: THE POSTAL SERVICES 
 

The first overprints for commemorative purposes were made for 

Hong Kong, to celebrate the colony’s jubilee (1891), by Paraguay 

to commemorate the quarter centenary of the discovery of 

America by Columbus (1892) and by Shanghai to celebrate the 

jubilee of the European settlement (1893). 

 

Publicity Envelope stamps were issued by Italy in 1921-3 and consisted of 

contemporary definitives overprinted B.L.P. (Buste Lettere Postali). These 

stamps were sold at a discount of 5% to an ex-servicemen’s society and 

were affixed to envelopes or letter cards bearing advertisements, the project 

is designed to assist disabled veterans. 

 

Railway stamps have been used by railway companies to denote the prepayment of 

postage on letters and parcels conveyed by them. The earliest stamps were issued in 1846 

by several British railway companies for parcels, but in 1891 an agreement 

was reached with the Post Office permitting the carrying of urgent letters 

by rail at an additional fee of 2d. Between 1891 and 1922 numerous 

railway letter stamps were issued in the British Isles. In recent years pictorial 

stamps have been issued by the private light railways of Britain to pay the 

postage on mail (mostly tourist souvenirs) carried 

over their lines. Parcel stamps are issued by many 

railway companies to this day, those in Britain and France being 

produced under the auspices of the state postal services. Belgium 

has issued special stamps for use on railway official 

correspondence since 1929, either depicting a winged wheel 

emblem or a B in an oval frame overprinted or incorporated in the design. 

 

Recorded Message stamps were issued by Argentina in 1939 for the prepayment of 

special fees on messages recorded on discs for transmission by post. 

He stamps, inscribed CORREOS FONOPOSTAL, featuring a bird with a 

record in its beak (1.18 pesos), the letterhead of Liberty (1.32 pesos) 

or a record and winged letter (1.50 pesos). Other countries, 

including the UK, Irish Republic and Taiwan, have operated similar 

services but never issued special stamps for this purpose. 

 

                 “Facts and feats" is 

from Mackay, James, 1988. The Guinness Book of Stamps, Guinness Publishing Ltd, Enfield. 

Please note that the information used in this article may have changed since it was written 

– Ed     

      

TIMELINE – FIRST FORD MODEL T                   
On 27 September 1908, the first Model T Ford automobile was introduced to the world in 
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1908.  Henry Ford wanted the Model T to be affordable, simple to 

operate, and durable. The vehicle was one of the first mass-

production vehicles, allowing Ford to achieve his aim of 

manufacturing the universal car. The Model T was manufactured on 

the Ford Motor Company’s moving assembly line at Ford’s 

revolutionary Highland Park Plant. Due to the mass production of the 

vehicle, Ford Motor Company could sell the vehicle for between $260 

and $850 as Henry Ford passed production savings on to his customers. The Model T was 

first tested by Henry Ford himself who took the vehicle on a hunting trip to Wisconsin and 

northern Michigan. After the test of his own product, the vehicle was shipped to its first 

customer on October 1, 1908. 

 

The revolutionary vehicle saw the placement of the steering 

wheel on the left side, allowing passengers easy access to and 

from the cars. The vehicle was also the first to have its engine 

block and the crankcase cast as a single unit, the first to have a 

removable cylinder head for easy access, and the first to make 

such extensive use of the lightweight but strong alloy known as 

vanadium steel. The Model T’s agile transmission made shifting 

gears easy for everyone. These improvements and innovations allowed the world to move 

towards a more urban way of life. The early Model T came with a tool kit, packed the gas 

tank under the front passenger seat, provided a windshield as an option (before it was 

standardized), and had to be cranked to get it going. A common myth is that all model 

T’s were black. While Henry Ford did say “Any customer can have a car painted any 

colour that he wants so long as it’s black,” the policy was in place solely for efficiency and 

uniformity. The car was only offered in black from 1914-1925, however before and after 

that various models of the vehicle could be purchased in a variety of colours including 

blue, red, grey, and green. The vehicle also became famous for its unique nickname—Tin 

Lizzie. There are various accounts of how this nickname was acquired by the Model T. 

Possible origins include the popularity of the female name “Lizzie” during that period to a 

famous Model T race car named Old Liz. Despite the popularity of the nickname Tin Lizzie, 

the Model T had dozens of nicknames.                      

       International Society of World Wide Stamp Collectors and Wikipedia 
 

BASIC PRINTING TYPES  
(and How to Tell Them Apart) 

 
Etching  

Besides basic hand engraving, etching also has occasionally been used to produce stamps and is 

a sub-category of engraving. Similar to engraving, etching relies on individual recessed lines to 

retain ink and deposit it on the paper. However, rather than incising a steel die, etching is done on 

a coated (ground) steel or copper surface, removing the coating during the etching process. The 

etching is then exposed to an acid bath, where the acid eats away the exposed metal in the 

etched design lines. As with line engraving, ink is trapped in the recesses when the plate is wiped 

and is pulled out by the paper when run through a press. Identifying an etched stamp is similar to 

line engraving, except the image is not usually as crisp and it does not have the appearance of 

depth exhibited by engraving.  

 

Photogravure (Recess Printing)  

Photogravure is also a form of recess printing, but is so very different from line 

engraving in its execution that it is considered a separate form of printing for 

philatelic purposes. As an intaglio method, gravure can be called screen or dot 

intaglio.  
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The photogravure reproduction of the Sefi dummy stamp. Note that even what appear to be “solid” lines have jagged edges 

created by the cells. 

In this case, printing is accomplished by small, shallow, recessed cells (right). These cells can 

resemble dots (square or round). Unlike line engraving, these cells compose every portion of a 

design, so even lines would have ragged edges to them.  

 

The photogravure process developed gradually from about 1852, not long after the advent of 

photography itself, but was slow to become commercially feasible. It depended on discoveries 

and improvements not only in photography, but in etching, the use of screens to 

control the making of ink cells, wiping and, ultimately, the 

development of the rotary press to make it commercially 

possible. The first gravure postage stamps were produced in 

1914 by Bavaria – the Ludwig III 

issue (above left). For U.S. stamps, 

the first photogravure issue (right) 

was the 1967 5¢ Thomas Eakins commemorative (Scott 1335). Since 

then, its use increased extensively worldwide, but then rapidly 

diminished by the 1990s as more and more stamps were produced by 

the much cheaper indirect litho (offset lithography) process.  

 

Although there are many single-colour gravure issues from around the world, the strength of 

gravure lies in being able to faithfully reproduce multi-coloured designs through the use of 

photographic colour separations. A separate plate is created for the design elements of each 

colour. The printing cylinders or sleeves used may be prepared in several ways, as with any system 

involving photography, but the design is shot through a screen to “break up” the image. The basic 

need is a finished print or design in the desired colours, much as in lithography. Colour separations 

are created photographically with the use of filters and, in a succession of steps, a multiple-image is 

shot through a screen and exposed to a photosensitive gelatine-coated metal surface (again, a 

ground). Non-printing areas are hardened with light exposure and the ground is washed from the 

areas to be acidly etched. The resulting recessed cells are extremely shallow, as compared to 

engraving, but are recessed nonetheless and capture ink that will be deposited on paper during 

printing. Early gravure screens utilized standard, equal-area square dots, varying in depth to create 

the desired tones. More recent forms of gravure utilize the variable area, equal-depth cells 

(halftone process), as well as variable area and depth (lateral hard dot). Different kinds of screens 

are now used, as well as different gauges of screen rulings (150-line, 200-line and so on), allowing 

for some very detailed gravure-printed stamps. Some of Great Britain’s Machin issues and many 

different stamps of Japan illustrate this fact well. As previously mentioned, the use of photogravure 

to produce postage stamps has greatly diminished in the past 30 years or so. This is purely a cost 

issue, as equal or superior results can be more easily achieved with offset lithography.  

 

How to Identify Gravure-Printed Stamps  
A 1966 issue from Romania (and inset) shows the thick “waviness” of the ink 

applied by cells. 
 
Another issue from Romania, this 

one from 1972 (depicting the 

printing of postage stamps) 

clearly shows gravure cells (see inset). The enlarged detail also shows the ink 
standing out from the stamp paper in relief. 

 

This San Marino stamp showing strawberries is a much finer job of gravure printing 

than most. Even the highly magnified detail (which shows cells) holds together as a 

design. 

 

Greatly enlarged detail from a 1947 

Russia stamp shows the loss of detail 

found on many early gravure stamp issues. The basic stamp 

design appears cohesive until magnified.  

 

There are no solid lines of any kind. Because the image is made up entirely of cells (not necessarily 
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“dots”) any edge will appear jagged under magnification.  

 There is frequently a general appearance of “fuzziness,” which is visible under 

magnification.  

 There is a slight “thickness” to the ink and a kind of “wavy” appearance.  

 Cells are not “dots” per se; they frequently overlap one another and are rarely as crisp as 

lithography dots.  

Recent (since the late 1970s or so) types of gravure screens have become sharper and more 

distinct, sometimes making distinguishing modern gravure more difficult.  

 

Letterpress (Relief Printing)  

Letterpress, or the now-obsolete “typography,” is a form of 

raised printing; that is, unlike intaglio, the area printing the 

design is raised above the surface of the printing base (right). 

The term “letterpress” is literal and derives from this method’s 

prime use in printing the letters of the alphabet. Rubber 

stamps and typewriters are both forms of letterpress printing. 

Letterpress is the earliest documented method of real printing. 

It began in China in about 450 A.D. in an elementary form 

similar to modern-day rubber stamps. The Japanese printed the first text on paper around 

770 A.D. But getting back to stamps, the first U.S. postage stamp use of letterpress (under 

national authority) was the 1846 “2” surcharge on the 3¢ United States City Despatch Post 

carrier stamp (Scott 6LB7). The next example is the 1865 Newspaper and Periodical stamp 

issue that, for security reasons, combined the techniques of machine engraving, colourless 

embossing and letterpress printing, creating an unusual philatelic first.  

 
Letterpress printing (left) can start from an engraved steel die, as does 

line-engraved intaglio. It is the reverse of intaglio in printing, however, 

because the incised parts do not receive ink, being colourless in the 

print, and the parts not cut away are the ones inked. Many early French 

colonies' stamps were produced in this manner. Letterpress also has 

been used extensively for overprints and surcharges worldwide. Other 

than some types of flexographic printing on postal stationery, most U.S. 

letterpress stamp printing has been overprinted, such as those for the 

Canal Zone, the Molly Pitcher and Hawaiian 

commemoratives, the Kansas-Nebraska controls, Bureau and 

local pre-cancels, specimens and the denominations on the 

1959 postage due issues. Many U.S. postal card designs up 

through 1987 were also produced by letterpress. Simplified 

production of a letterpress plate involves assembling type 

and illustrations (photo-engraving, woodcuts or others) into a 

compact form, usually using a chase (metal frame) and 

organizing it with the necessary spacing leads, slugs, furniture 

and lockup quoins. This now becomes a form or plate (right). 

This form may now be inked up and a proof can be pulled for making any corrections or 

changes. For very small press runs, such as very early letterpress stamps, the form may be 

used for direct printing, or duplicate plates may be created for actual printing. Again, 

duplicate plates will be made if a large press run is anticipated, or if a printer wants to 

save wear on the original setup.  

 

There is a choice of reproduction methods for duplicating plates.  

1. Stereotype. This is made by taking an impression of the completed form, using a 

moldable material such as plaster-of-paris, papier mache, or flong (alternate layers of 
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blotting and tissue paper). This mold is then used in making a metal casting, which 

becomes the printing plate. The metal used for this process is an alloy of tin, antimony and 

lead, and the casting can be either flat or curved to suit the printing press.  

2. Electrotype. This type of plate is created by electrolytically building up a metallic 

deposit on the original form. This then is separated and used in turn to make as many 

additional replicas as desired for printing. Copper and nickel are metals that have been 

used.  

3. Flexography. Alternatively, one can now start with a photonegative and prepare a 

photopolymer (plastic) plate.  

It is important to note that virtually all overprints and surcharges applied to stamps have 

been accomplished with letterpress printing, regardless of the original printing type used to 

create the stamp.  

 
How to Identify Letterpress-Printed Stamps  

This enlarged detail from a letterpress-printed stamp from 

Madagascar shows a bit of “squash effect” around the edges 

of the blue horns, as well as some frame line and corner 

distortion. Again, detail is not as fine as that found on engraved 

stamps.  

 

  

The base 

stamp (from 

Peru) was produced by line engraving, but the obliterating overprint was 

applied by letterpress (see detail). Note the “squash effect” in the lines of 

the ear and around the eye. 

  

The enlarged detail of this stamp from 

Argentina shows the considerable distortion of corners that can take place with letterpress 

printing. 

Keeping in mind that the printed area is applied by raised positions of 

the plate, some of the following characteristics may be noted:  

 Lines, dots and larger solid areas are all possible on letterpress-

printed stamps, although line work is usually not as fine as that found with line 

engraving.  

 Debossing of the design area of the stamp on the front is sometimes seen, as is a 

slight embossing on the gummed side. Many Austrian postage due issues show this 

clearly.  

 “Squash-effect doubling”: that is, heavily inked edges, or halos, around the 

periphery of lines, dots or other solid areas, making the print almost appear 

doubled (think of pressing hard on an under-inked rubber-stamping device). This 

effect is also found in the 1959 U.S. postage due series, where the denominations 

were applied by rubber plates.  

 Lines tend to mash, bulge, or distort during usage. This is most notable at the corners 

of frame lines.  
 

Lithography (Planographic, or “Flat” Printing)  

Lithography, as discussed here, is a direct form of printing and should not be confused 

with the modern much-more-common “offset lithography,” which simply describes the 

indirect form of lithography.  

 
The Sefi dummy stamp design was produced from a lithographic stone. The detail is nearly as fine as 

the engraved stamp, although it has a “flatter appearance.” Note also a double transfer from one 

position of the engraved plate reproduced here (a slight north-west shift of the frame). 
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The entire principle behind lithographic printing is the fact that water and oil do not mix. A 

German, Alois Senefelder, discovered this method of printing, sometimes called “chemical 

printing,” in 1798. A fine-grained limestone quarried in 

Germany served as a popular printing base for more 

than a century. Similar quarries were eventually 

developed elsewhere. Hence, the term “stone 

lithography.” Most early lithographed stamps were, 

indeed, printed from stones. The design portion is 

“drawn” on the lithographic stone with an oil-based 

substance and the stone is subsequently thoroughly 

wetted down, absorbing water in all but the design 

areas (left above). When the oil-based ink is applied, 

it is repelled by the wet stone, but attracted to the oil-

based design. When paper is applied, it simply picks up the ink from those areas. This type 

of printing base was in general use into the 1890s before metal plates became common 

(right). Some stones continued to be used commercially into the 1940s and 1950s 

(although seldom for stamps), and they are still used by artists for limited-edition prints.  

 

In about 1905, curved metal plates and rotary presses began replacing litho stones as a 

faster and more economical means of printing, utilizing offset (indirect) lithography.  Offset 

lithography still operates on the principle that oil and water do not mix. Metal cylinders are 

constantly wetted, with the design areas repelling water but attracting ink. Offset 

lithography (again, indirect) involves printing indirectly onto the paper by first transferring 

the inked print from the plate or cylinder to an intermediate roller, covered with a resilient 

material (such as rubber), and then from this cylinder to the paper. Among other benefits, 

this process prolongs the life of printing plates. Modern use of the lithographic process for 

stamps begins with a suitable print or design in the desired colours and proceeds 

photographically with colour separations, if multi-colour, and the use of a step-and-repeat 

machine to produce the multiple subjects in making the required plates, one for each 

colour. The first successful step-and-repeat machine was built in 1915. Until this method of 

plate makeup was used by the BEP and outside stamp contractors, a paper transfer 

method, normally by hand, was commonly used to build up the required number of 

subjects on a plate.  

 

Several kinds of lithographic plates have been used in U.S. stamp production over the 

years, from early stones to albumen plates, and the later photopolymer plates. The first U.S. 

application was in printing post office seals in 1900, probably using stone printing bases, 

and then was used in 1914 for some revenue issues. U.S. postage stamps were first 

produced by lithography in 1918-20 (Scott 525-536) because of wartime-created 

shortages of ink, plates and manpower for the regular line-engraved intaglio production. 

The next use of offset (indirect) lithography on postage stamps was in 1964 with the 5¢ 

Homemakers commemorative (Scott 1253), in combination with line-engraved intaglio. 

Many similar issues soon followed, including the 1976 souvenir sheets (Scott 1686-1689) 

which were produced entirely by offset lithography, except for the denominations. By the 

1990s, many issues had the entire design produced by offset lithography, except for the 

denomination, which was still line engraved. Now, virtually all U.S. stamps are printed 

entirely by offset lithography, one of the things that makes them so prone to 

counterfeiting.  

 
How to Identify Lithography-Printed Stamps   
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Most modern lithographed stamps, such as this one from Chile, are 

produced using indirect (offset) printing. This provides long-lasting plates 
and strong detail. Still, as detailed as this stamp appears, it’s “flat” 

compared to the appearance of an engraved stamp (see detail). 

 

 

 

This stamp from Mongolia shows not only the large solid areas that are 

possible with lithography but also a dot screen pattern used for multi-

coloured stamps (see detail). 

 

 

 

 

The dot and rosette pattern of offset lithography multi-coloured stamps 

shows very clearly in the inset detail of this Mongolia stamp. 
 

 

 

 

 All lines, solid areas and dots are possible.  

 Flatness and uniform appearance; no bunching of ink.  

 No particular evidence of edge build-ups; generally soft tones.  

 No embossing or debossing from the impression.  

 More apt to have shade variations during a press run.  
  

Selected ‘Pseudo’ Printing Types  

 

Thermography  

There are two types of printing that are referred to by this term. Both rely 

on heat to create images. The first and most recognizable (left) is what is 

often called “poor man’s engraving.” All printed areas are raised – 

usually much more so than line engraving. This effect is caused by using a 

resin-based ink, usually applied either by letterpress or 

lithography that is heated, causing the resin to expand. 

Alternatively, an “embossing powder” may be applied to printed stamps with slow-

drying ink, the excess vacuumed off and then heated, giving the same effect. 

Stamps printed by thermography (of which there are very few) are easily 

distinguished from engraved stamps by their cruder appearance and softer lines. 

The second form of thermographic printing involves heat-sensitive paper (right), 

much like that used for fax machines. One of the more notable of these stamp 

issues is the 1989 U.S. Autopost experiment.  

 

Micro-printing  

This is a term to describe tiny lettering and numerals, usually incorporated within another 

design to serve as a security device (left). What distinguishes micro-printing is the fact 

that one generally needs to use magnification to read it. While there have been 

instances of line-engraved micro-printing, more often than not it is applied by offset 

lithography.  

 

Reflection  

This is the type of printing technology used by most photocopying machines, utilizing toner. U.S. 

Postal Buddy postal cards were created in this manner.  

 

Ink jet  

Again, infrequently used for postage stamps, but found on many Frama-type 

stamps from different countries (right). An inkjet is a form of computer-

generated printing that recreates an image, numeral or letter by spraying 

droplets of ink onto the substrate. Modern “net stamps” and computer-

generated postage frequently utilize inkjet printing.  
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Author’s Note: I’d like to take a moment to acknowledge the late George Brett. He was not only the penultimate gentleman but took 
me under his wing more than 30 years ago. He was an accelerant to my interest in printing technology, allowing it to burn 
uncontrollably ever since.  

 

Same Design, Different Printings 

As nice as it would be for comparison purposes, we rarely have the luxury of examining 

the same stamp design printed by multiple techniques, although there are a few instances 

of this happening over the years. We’ll examine one of these, a United States Official Seal 

design produced between 1879 and 1900 (Scott OX2-OX11). The item also exists in 

numerous shades, paper and separation styles (perforations and roulettes), but let’s focus 

on the printing.  

 
As originally designed in 1879 (above right), this Official Seal was printed by line 

engraving. This version (OX2a) was produced by the American Bank Note Co., although the 

imprint that appears on the bottom label of the seal ironically reads “National Bank Note Co.” 

The short explanation is that this was the result of an ongoing merger between security 

printers. You can see all the line work throughout the design and the details in Liberty’s face 

are crisp and clear.  

Contrast this with the next version of this design (above centre), which appeared in 1888 (OX5-OX10), when it was 

decided by the U.S. Post Office Department that it needed to produce “less expensive” Official 

Seals. A contract was let with the Government Printing Office to produce these seals by 

letterpress, the result of which was so poor that collectors at first thought they were 

counterfeits. As you can see, the design is so muddy and murky that it’s hard to even make out 

the central vignette as a portrait of Liberty. While later printings got slightly better, there is no 

comparison in printing quality to the line-engraved issues.  

In 1900, the GPO became so overwhelmed with the volume of work from governmental 

agencies, it began to subcontract some of the less-sensitive printing jobs to a nearby printer, the James L. Kervand Co. of 

Washington, D.C. Among the jobs sub-contracted was the production of U.S. Official Seals.  

Kervand was supplied either with one of the original engraved seals, or proof of one and 

was told to produce them by the most economical means possible. Since the company was 

primarily a lithographer, the decision was made to use this method. The result is the seal 

shown (OX11), which has a much cleaner appearance than the letterpress version, but still falls 

well short of the quality of the crisply engraved issue (below right).  

It’s also interesting to note that since Kervand needed to eliminate the National Bank Note 

Company imprint from the bottom label, attempts to mask it are quite visible on this and many other seals. This is especially 

apparent on this seal, just to the right of the lower-left corner ornament, where the vertical line pattern does not match up. As a 

result of these repairs, it is possible to plate these seals, as there are 24 distinct types known. This particular setting is known 

as “Type O.” In 1907, the printing of the seals reverted to the GPO, after Kervand ceased operations, and a slightly different 

design was created.                    

 

       An article by Wayne L. Youngblood in American Philatelist of March 2022  

Wayne Youngblood is the Editor of the American Philatelist. 

 

BIRDS OF SOUTHERN AFRICA 
 

Indian Yellow-nosed Albatross (Thalassarche carteri) 

 The Indian yellow-nosed albatross  is a 

member of the albatross family, and is 

the smallest of the mollymawks. 

Mollymawks are a type of albatross that 

belong to the family Diomedeidae of 

the order Procellariiformes, along with 

shearwaters, fulmars, storm petrels, and diving petrels. They share 

certain identifying features. The Indian yellow-nosed albatross weighs 2.55 kg, is 76 cm 

long and is 2 m across the wings. Like all albatrosses, the Indian yellow-nosed albatross is a 

colonial breeder. It breeds annually, and the adults begin breeding at the age of eight 

years. It breeds on Prince Edward Islands, the Crozet Islands, Kerguelen Island, Amsterdam 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Albatross
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Family_(biology)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mollymawk
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Diomedeidae
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Procellariiformes
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Shearwater
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Fulmar
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Storm_petrel
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Diving_petrel
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Seabird_colony
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Prince_Edward_Islands
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Crozet_Islands
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Kerguelen_Island
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/%C3%8Ele_Amsterdam
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Island and St Paul Islands in the Indian Ocean. It has an occurrence range of 

35,300,000 km2.  When feeding during incubation, birds will forage up to 1,500 km from the 

colony. At sea it ranges from South Africa to the Pacific Ocean just beyond New Zealand, 

ranging from 30° S to 50° S. It is considered to be an endangered species by the IUCN, due 

to dramatic declines in the last seventy years, caused by interactions with longline fisheries 

and the outbreak of introduced diseases, such as avian cholera and Erysipelothrix 

rhusiopathiae (a bacterial disease). A 2004 population estimate established that around a 

total of 65,000 adult birds are alive. This is based on earlier counts as follows: 27,000 

breeding pairs breed on Amsterdam Island, and 7,500 pair on Prince Edward Island, 7,030 

on Crozet Island, 50 on Kerguelen Island, and 3 pair on St. Paul Island for a total of 41,580 

pair or 83,000 mature individuals. Take into account decreasing trends for the stated 

number. It is present year round off South Africa’s southern and KZN coasts. 

 

Buller’s Albatross  (Thalassarche bulleri)  

Buller's albatross or Buller's mollymawk, is a small 

mollymawk in the albatross family.  Mollymawks are a 

type of albatross that belong to the family 

Diomedeidae of the order Procellariiformes, along with 

shearwaters, fulmars, storm petrels, and diving petrels. 

They share certain identifying features. Buller's albatross is endemic to New 

Zealand, and breeds on islands around New Zealand, and feeds in the seas 

off Australia and the South Pacific. Buller's albatross averages 79 to 85 cm. It 

has a silver-grey forehead, a grey head and throat. They breed on Snares Islands, 

Solander Island, Chatham Islands (Big and Little Sister and Forty-fours Island), and Three 

Kings Islands (Rosemary Rock). Adults forage between 40°S and 50°S from Tasmania to the 

Chatham Rise. Juveniles and adults that aren't breeding disperse across the South Pacific 

with a number feeding every year in the Humboldt Current off Chile and Peru. It was 

formerly classified as a vulnerable species by the IUCN, but new research has shown it to 

be not as rare as it was believed. Consequently, it was downlisted to near threatened 

status in 2008. It has an occurrence range of 16,100,000 km2 and a breeding range of 

4 km2. According to a 1999 estimate, there are 64,000 birds and there are 31,939 breeding 

adults. It is a very rare visitor to South African waters (2 visits noted) and lives off fish, squid 

and offal. 

 

Material supplied by Graham Burrows from his collection Birds of Southern Africa, 

supplemented by Wikipedia 

 

DELIVERING THE MAIL:  

PART 7a    DELIVERY BY AIR (AEROPLANE) 
 

Continuing on his series of articles on the various ways mail has been delivered, the author 

now looks at how mail has been transported by air. This month he covers how aeroplanes 

have been effectively used to improve mail delivery across the globe. Delivery by air is 

divided into three categories: by aeroplane, by rocket and by balloon and various other 

ways by which the mail has been delivered, some being philatelic with others unusual. 

 

Conventional aeroplanes 

It was in 1783 that humans first flew in hot-air balloons above Paris. Then in 

1870/71 balloons were used to carry mail out during the siege of Paris. In 1900 

the first Zeppelin took to the sky, and in 1901 Orville and Wilbur Wright built and 

piloted the world’s first aeroplane. In 1909, Louis Blériot made the first 

aeroplane crossing of the English Channel. This was the basis for international 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/%C3%8Ele_Amsterdam
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/%C3%8Ele_Saint-Paul
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Indian_Ocean
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/South_Africa
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pacific_Ocean
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/New_Zealand
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/30th_parallel_south
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/50th_parallel_south
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Endangered_species
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/IUCN
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Longline_fishing
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Disease
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Fowl_cholera
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Erysipelothrix_rhusiopathiae
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Erysipelothrix_rhusiopathiae
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/%C3%8Ele_Amsterdam
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Prince_Edward_Island
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Crozet_Island
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Kerguelen_Island
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/%C3%8Ele_Saint-Paul
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mollymawk
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Albatross
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Family_(biology)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Diomedeidae
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Procellariiformes
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Shearwater
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Fulmar
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Storm_petrel
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Diving_petrel
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Endemism_in_birds
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/New_Zealand
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/New_Zealand
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/New_Zealand
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Australia
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pacific
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Snares_Islands
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Solander_Island
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Chatham_Islands
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/The_Sisters/Rangitatahi
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Forty-Fours/Motuhara
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Three_Kings_Islands
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Three_Kings_Islands
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Rosemary_Rock
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tasmania
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Chatham_Rise
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Humboldt_Current
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Chile
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Peru
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Vulnerable_species
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/IUCN
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Near_threatened
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air flights carrying passengers, cargo and mail, as well as for use in military operations. The 

world’s first airmail flight took place on 18 February 1911 in Allahabad, India, when Henri 

Péquet flew from the exhibition ground to Naini Junction, a few miles away, carrying an 

estimated 6000 letters and postcards. India is very proud to have been the place where 

the first aerial post was flown, and in 1961, 1986 and 2011 it issued a set of stamps to 

commemorate its 50th and 75th anniversaries and its centenary (above right).  

 

Britain’s first aerial post (the Coronation aerial post) was from Hendon to Windsor on 9 

September 1911. Four highly-regarded pilots were 

selected to fly the planes including Gustav Hamel. On 9 

September, although the weather took a turn for the 

worse, Hamel decided that he would brave an attempt, 

and within 15 minutes made a successful landing at 

Windsor and handed over the mail to Post Office 

officials. The rest of the mail was flown at intervals, the 

final delivery was made on 26 September. Unfortunately, 

the author does not have one of the originals 

from 1911, but to commemorate the centenary, 

reproduction postcards were produced and 

flown over the original route by RAF Helicopter 

from Hendon to Windsor (above left). In 2011 the 

Post Office issued a book of stamps which 

contained details about the first United Kingdom 

aerial post, and which included a pane of four stamps featuring scenes from that 

occasion (above right). 

 

Delivery of mail by air developed over the years, and now almost all mail for international 

delivery from anywhere in the world is by airmail. As well as commercial mail, covers were 

produced and flown to commemorate various significant events, and there are many 

stamps of aeroplanes, including those issued for airmail postage 

purposes. Here are a few examples. In 1941, the USA issued a set of 

seven airmail stamps, each illustrating a mail plane (left). The 1937 set 

of mail delivery stamps issued by India has 

been featured many times in my series of 

articles. The 12a. stamp of an aeroplane was reissued as a 14a. 

stamp in the 1940/1943 set. The 3 March 1943 censored airmail 

cover from Ahmedabad to Bournemouth is franked with this 14a. 

stamp (right). On 12 October 1957, 

illustrated covers were produced to 

commemorate the visit of Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth II to 

the USA and Canada. The cover shown to the left postmarked 

Hounslow, 12 October, and addressed to Southampton, was 

flown in a Douglas DC-7C aircraft that departed London 

Airport on that day.  

 

To demonstrate that delivering the post by airmail had 

become worldwide, on 11 June 1963, when the Cocos 

(Keeling) Islands issued its first set of stamps, the 5d. value 

from the set, showing a Lockheed Super Constellation Air-

Liner, was affixed to illustrated f.d.c.s, which were flown to 

Australia (left). The British Overseas Airways Corporation’s 
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(BOAC) first flight from London to Australia via USA and Fiji was on 1 April 1967, with the 

return flight the day after. It carried 146 passengers and 

seven tons of cargo in addition to passengers’ baggage 

and Post Office mail. Commemorative covers were 

produced and carried on this flight. BOAC’s first trans-

Siberian flight from London to Tokyo via Moscow on 2 

June 1970 was also commemorated with illustrated covers 

(right). The return flight was also on the following day.  

 

In 1974, Great Britain issued a set of four stamps to commemorate the centenary of the 

UPU. The 5½p value (SG 955) celebrated the first official airmail 

Coronation post in 1911( left). On 14 June 

1975, illustrated covers were flown in a Battle 

of Britain Memorial Flight in a Hawker 

Hurricane LF363 (Group Captain Douglas 

Bader’s aircraft). The display flight time was ten minutes, and 

the stamp on the cover shown to the right has a Scottish Air 

Display postmark for 14 June 1975.  

 

Supersonic 

Although ‘conventional aeroplanes’, supersonic aeroplanes are 

different in as much as they travel more than the speed of sound 

– 767 miles per hour, the most famous being Concorde. Apart 

from six for development, 14 Concordes were built for 

commercial use, with Air France and British Airways being the 

only airlines to purchase and fly Concorde. Concorde was first 

flown on 2 March 1969 with many subsequent test flights 

before being put into commercial use in 1976. On 3 

March 1969, Great Britain issued a set of three stamps to 

commemorate this first Concorde flight and illustrated 

above left shows the 4d. value from this set. The cover 

shown to the right 

was flown on the 

British Airways/BAC 

delivery flight of Concorde 206, on 14 January 1976 

from RAF Fairford (BAC Flight Test Centre) to 

Heathrow. The inaugural Concorde flight from Charles 

de Gaulle Airport, Paris, to Washington was on 24 May 

1976, and the cover illustrated to the left was flown on 

this flight which took three hours and 50 minutes. Another example of a Concorde 206 

cover is one flown from Heathrow to Filton, Bristol on 4 January 1977 (not shown).  

 

Many Concorde stamps exist, one of which was in 1979, when 

Liberia issued a set of stamps to commemorate the death 

centenary of Sir Rowland Hill, the 50c. value from that set being of 

Concorde (right). Concorde made many trans-Atlantic and trans-

continental flights to destinations across the globe before being 

retired in 2003. This was three years after the Air France Concorde 

Flight 4590 crashed while taking off from the Charles de Gaulle 

Airport, Paris, in which all passengers and crew were killed. 
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Catapult Mail 

The author covered Catapult Mail in part 5a – delivery by water – of this series of articles 

which was published in GSM for July 2021 but which I am repeating here. Before the 

development of aircraft that could fly, non-stop, all the way across the 

Atlantic, in the late 1920s the North German Lloyd Line developed a mixed 

mode of transport. Two ships, the Bremen and the Europa were equipped 

with catapult equipment that would allow aeroplanes to take off from the 

decks of the ships. In 1974, as part of its UPU centenary set, the Falkland 

Islands issued a stamp featuring Catapult Mail, with a bi-plane taking off 

from the deck of a ship (left). When the ships came within the aircraft’s 

range of the opposite shore, the aeroplanes would be catapulted off the 

ships, and with the mail, fly the remaining distance to the shore. By so doing, one or two 

days would be gained in the time for transatlantic mail to arrive. The service operated 

during the summers of 1929–36. Once 

longer-range aircraft were developed the 

catapult service became obsolete. Shown 

right is a 1929 cover from the USA to 

Germany that was carried on the SS 

Bremen, and when it was close enough to 

the eastern shore of the Atlantic Ocean, 

the aircraft on board was catapulted off 

the ship with the mail to continue the journey to Germany. 
 

Flying boat/clipper 

Mail delivered by flying boat/clipper was popular in the 1930s and 1940s, and it was 

Boeing’s giant 314 clippers in the late 1930s that saw the beginning of the romantic era 

with the first trans-oceanic flights. The Boeing 314 flying boat, the Yankee Clipper, 

manufactured between 1938 and 1941 achieved more than any other aircraft of its 

time, flying from the United States to the United Kingdom, Ireland, the Philippines, Guam, 

Australia, and New Zealand. Nine of the 12 314s built 

entered service with Pan America. Flying boats were 

called clippers after the mid-19th-century multi-mast 

sailing ships, which were designed for speed. Pan 

American’s flying boats were seen as the pinnacle of 

luxury. The 

cover shown 

left was 

carried by a 

British RAF 

flying boat on 16 February 1936, from the 

Philippine Islands to Hong Kong, China. The Pan 

American Yankee Clipper also operated from 

Canada, and one such cover, illustrated right, 

was flown to England on 22 June 1939.  

 

The Pan American Pacific Clipper service (Foreign airmail 

– FAM19) ran from 1 September 1939 to 7 December 1941, 

when Pearl Harbour was bombed. The two censored 

covers, shown left (only one shown), were flown from 

Australia (Melbourne and Sydney respectively) to England 

in 1941, via New Zealand, San Francisco, New York, and 
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Lisbon, by various airlines, including FAM19 across the Pacific 

Ocean from New Zealand to San Francisco. The cover from 

Sydney has a black two-line cachet ‘CALIFORNIA CLIPPER’. In 

1984, Brazil issued a pair of se-tenant stamps depicting a Dormier 

flying boat, to commemorate the 50th anniversary of the first 

trans-oceanic air route (right). 

 

Glider Mail 

Mail delivered by glider has been philatelically 

recognised in many different ways. The first USA trans-

continental glider flight took place on 6 April 1930, 

with the flight from New York to Philadelphia 

sponsored by The Texas Company (left). On 14 May 

1935, the first international glider Sky Train flew from 

Miami to Cuba. The Sky Train was actually two gliders 

piloted respectively by Jack O’Meara of New York 

and E Paul Dupont of Wilmington, Delaware, with Elwood Kein of New York at the controls 

of the tow plane. So we have three connected planes. The plan was to fly 148 special 

commemorative covers from Miami to Havana, certified and signed by O’Meara and 

Dupont. These were franked with a USA 2c. National Park Grand Canyon stamp (740), and 

a special Cuban stamp to prepay the postage for the return journey on 19 May. They 

were mailed on the night of 13 May at a local post office box in Miami. The USA stamp 

attracted a boxed cancel of a bi-plane and 

the words ‘AIR MAIL/SAVES TIME’ alongside a 

circular datestamp for ‘MIAMI 

FLA/MAY13/8.30PM/1935.’  
A 1935 Sky Train commemorative cover sent from Miami to 

Havana, Cuba, on 13 May. The Cuban stamp were cut out and 

the cachet invalidated by a manuscript ‘Nulo’ 
On arrival in Cuba, the covers were 

deposited at the Havana Post Office where 

an official Cuban cachet in honour of the 

event was applied. However, because of the strained relationship at the time between 

the USA and Cuba, on further consideration, permission to carry these covers back on the 

19 May return flight was revoked, and the Cuban stamps were cut out and removed. The 

idea of having both American and Cuban stamps on the same cover was unacceptable. 

The Cuban cachets were cancelled with the invalidation word ‘Nulo’ written across in red 

ink (above right). 

 

Other covers bearing the Cuban cachet were produced for the return journey. They were 

franked with a special Cuban commemorative airmail 10c. + 10c. 

stamp (400), that were overprinted and surcharged ‘PRIMER TREN 

AERO/INTERNACIONAL [FIRST INTERNATIONAL AIR TRAIN] 

1935/O’Meara y du Pont +10 

cts.’, and issued both 

perforate and imperforate 

(left). The covers were deposited at the Post Office on 

the night before the return flight, 

with the stamps receiving ‘HABANA 

CUBA’ postmarks for 18 May 1935 

(right). On 21 April 1946, there was the first Liechtenstein glider flight 

from Masescha to Schaan. The postcard in Figure 27 with a special 
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cachet was addressed to Kriens, Switzerland. On arrival at Schaan, a receiving postmark 

for ‘21.IV.46’ was applied. The postcard was then taken five kilometres to Triesenberg 

where two Liechtenstein stamps were postmarked also for ‘21.IV.46’ for onward 

transmission to Kriens (above left). 

 

Another example of a glider flight cover from 1963 is illustrated right. It 

was issued by Poland to commemorate the Polish Glider 

Championships held in Leszno, Poland. 

 

The next article will cover the delivery of the mail by rocket and balloon. 
 

   An article by John Davis FRPSL in American Philatelist for October 2022 

 

Compiled by Robert Harm 30 July 2022 

 

PHILATELIC TERMS: M-8 
Bibliography:  McKay, James, Philatelic Terms Illustrated, Stanley Gibbons Publications, Ringwood, 2003. 
                       Nováček, Jiři, Guide to Stamp Collecting, Chartwell Books Inc, New Jersey, 1989. 
          Smith, Anna H. (Ed), The language of stamp collecting, Johannesburg Public Library, 1959.  
          Wood, Kenneth A. (Ed), This is Philately, Van Dahl Publications, Albany, 1982  
          Graham, Harold T. (Ed), A Glossary of Philatelic Terms, Philatelic Congress of Great Britain, 1951 
          Wikipedia Encyclopaedia at www.wikipedia.com.  
 

Martinique 

Martinique is a volcanic island in the chain of islands that runs south and 

east from Cuba to the South American continent at Trinidad. It is located 

between Dominica and St Lucia. The active volcano, Mt Pelee erupted in 

1902 and obliterated the capital city of St Pierre and 

30 000 of its inhabitants. It became a French colony in 

1635, but the many Franco-British wars meant that it 

changed hands frequently. It is the birthplace of Josephine, The 

wife of Napoleon. It island covers an area of 426 square miles and is 

regarded as a tourist mecca. Stamps were first issued in 1886, being stamps of the French 

Colonies' general issue overprinted MARTINIQUE and surcharged. In 1892 stamps of the 

Commerce and Navigation key type were issued, but these were inscribed MARTINIQUE. 

In 1908 a pictorial issue appeared and subsequent issues pictured the people and scenes 

of the island. In 1946 became an overseas department of France, and French stamps 

were used from that time. 

 

Master plate 

The Master Plate is a printing plate from which other plates are made. It is these 

subsequent plates that do the actual printing. Printing is not normally done directly from 

the master plate. 

 

MAURITANIE 

This inscription identifies the stamps of Mauritania while it was still a 

French colony and also after it became a republic. 

 

Maximaphily 

The term is applied to the collection of maximum cards, in short, maxi cards. This is a 

branch of philately that has been recognised by the Federation Internationale de 

Philatelie (FIP). 

http://www.wikipedia.com/
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Maximum Cards 

A maximum card (in short maxi card) is a picture postcard bearing a stamp the design of 

which repeats that of the card’s picture. The stamp is affixed to the picture side of the 

card and is cancelled with a postmark which also relates 

to the subject. 

 
A maxi card for the Bicentenary of Nikolai Gogol 

 

 Most modern maxi cards are philatelically inspired and 

can include such subjects as reproductions of famous 

paintings, scenic views, prominent people, and national 

rulers. Some maxi cards are the creation of tourists visiting 

a famous place, an exotic country, or a well-known landmark. The collection of maxi 

cards has been popular in Europe for some years. It seems to have developed from the 

habit of 19th- and early 20th century tourists pf sending postcards and affixing the stamp to 

the picture side. The stamp would reflect the normal tariff for postage of a postcard, but it 

became the fashion to try to match the stamp’s subject to the view. The proliferation of 

pictorial stamps rendered this an increasingly easy task. The basic requirement for a maxi 

card is that both the card and the stamp should be reasonably contemporary, and the 

card should not have been specifically produced to duplicate the stamp. It is, therefore, 

preferable that the card was produced before the stamp. The term maximum refers to 

the combination of the maximum similarity or close relationship between the card, the 

stamp and the cancellation. 

 

Mayfair Find 

The “Mayfair Find” occurred in the Mayfair district of London sometime during the 1920s. It 

seems that during the 1850s, a young collector had written to various British colonial 

postmasters, sending them £5 and requesting a selection of stamps then in use. He 

apparently put the stamps aside, and they were not discovered until many years later. 

 

Mayotte 

The island of Mayotte is part of the Comoro group, located between 

Madagascar and the African coast. It is almost completely surrounded by a 

coral reef including the islets of M’Zambourou and OPamanzi. The capital of 

Mayotte is Dzaoudzi. While the island was still a French colony, it used its own 

stamps. The first issue was in the French colonial Commerce and Navigation 

key type released in 1892. A second issue appeared in 1912 in the form of 

the first issue surcharged in different denominations. There were also valid for use in the rest 

of the Comoro Islands. Since then, Mayottec has used successively the stamps of 

Madagascar, the Comoto Islands, and France.  

 

M.B. 

Before the introduction of stamps of the British colony of South Australia 

overprinted O.S. in 1874 for general Official use, the colony used several 

different overprints to indicate their official use by specific government 

departments. M.B. stood for Marine Board. 

 

MBRETNIJA SHQIPTARE 

This inscription identifies the stamps of Italy used in Albania during 
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the occupation by Italy during World War 2. 

 

Mecklenburg-Schwerin 

The area is located in the northern part of Germany, formerly the 

German Democratic Republic. The grand Duchy of Mecklenburg-

Schwerin was one of the small sem-states that made up the North 

German Confederation. It had been split by the Treaty of Hamburg in 

1701, with Mecklenburg-Strelitz forming the other part. The capital of 

Mecklenburg-Schwerin was the town of Schwerin. The first stamps were 

issued in 1856 and continued until superseded by those of the North 

German Confederation on 1 January 1868. Those stamps were superseded by the stamps 

of the German Democratic Republic, and now the stamps of Germany. 

 

Mecklenburg-Strelitz 

The area is located in the northern part of Germany, formerly the German 

Democratic Republic. The grand Duchy of Mecklenburg-Strelitz was one 

of the small sem-states that made up the North German Confederation. It 

was split from Mecklenburg-Schwerin by the Treaty of Hamburg in 1701. 

The capital city was Neustrelitz. Six stamps were issued in 1864, but they 

were superseded by the samps of the North German Confederation in 

1868. They were superseded by the stamps of the German Democratic 

Republic, and now use the stamps of Germany. 

 

Mecklenburg-Vorpommern 

The area is located in the northern part of Germany, which became part of 

the German Democratic Republic. During 1945-46, the Soviet occupying 

forces issued local stamps for use in the area until the general issue for all 

occupied Germany was ready. The Stanley Gibbons catalogue lists some 33 

stamps featuring agricultural activities, a village scene, a portrait of Rudolf 

Breitscheid, and a semi-postal issue for child welfare showing a child. 

 

 

MEDELLIN 

Stamps inscribed MEDELLIN were issued in 1888 for use from the city of Medellin 

in Colombia, the capital city of Antioquia province. 

 

MEDIA ONZA 

This is an inscription found on the 1854-63 Official stamps of Spain. It is the 

Spanish for half ounce and was intended to show the weight of mail the 

stamp would frank. 

 

Compiled by Robert Harm on 9 August 2022 

 

 

 

 


