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NUUSBRIEF NOVEMBER 2022 
 

NOTICE/KENNISGEWING 

The Cape Town International Stamp Exhibition Organizing Committee have secured new 

dates with FIP from 8 to 12 November 2022, and can be viewed at the Cape Town 

International Conference Centre. The National Exhibition will take place at another hall at 

the same venue. The Committee has started looking for helping hands to set up this 

exhibition.  

 

VOLGENDE BYEENKOMS: 6 SEPTEMBER 2022 

Die volgende byeenkoms is beplan vir 1 November 2022 en sal om 19:00 by La Clémence 

gehou word. Die program sal bestaan uit Wys, Vertel en Vra (WVV), die twee bladsy 

uitstalling dek die letters Q en R, en vir die hoofitem sal Kraai van Niekerk sy skippies uitstal 

wat onlangs s wenner by die InterKlub aangewys is.  

The next meeting is planned for 1 November 2022 and will be held at La Clémence 

starting at 19:00.  The programme will consist of Show, Tell and Ask (STA), the two-page 

exhibit covers the letters Q and R, and the main item Kraai van Niekerk will show his ship 

stamps, which was awarded the trophy at the recent Interclub.  

 

FACTS AND FEATS: THE POSTAL SERVICES        
 

Registration stamps for use on registered mail were first issued by Victoria on 1 December 

1854, having been authorised by the Post Office Act of November 1853. 

They were printed from a wood block by S. Calvert, the 

word REGISTERED and the value (1s.) being inserted by 

metal type in a second colour. The Victorian authorities 

grossly overestimated the need for this stamp, which 

was withdrawn in 1858. Nevertheless, New South Wales 

followed suit with an un-denominated stamp 6d. stamp 

in 1856, and produced various printings till 1863. Canada issued 2c, 5c 

and 8c stamps for this purpose from 1875 till 1892. Other countries which issued such 

stamps were Colombia (1865-1932), the Colombian state of Antioquia (1806-1902), Bolivar 

(1879-1904), and Cundinamarca (1883-1904), Panama (1888-1916), Liberia (1893-1941), El 

Salvador (1897), United States (1911), and German Democratic Republic (1967-1990). 
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Countries still issuing registered stamps are Venezuela (from 1899) and the 

Dominican Republic (from 1967), These stamps from several countries 

included space for the insertion of the serial number of the letter, doing 

away with the need for a registration label. The stamps from DDR are, in 

fact, registration labels, serially numbered, and which were available from 

slot machines and included the words GEBüHR BEZAHLT (postage paid). 

 

Registration labels have been used as stamps on two occasions. In Persia (now Iran) 

postmasters had to account for these labels which were 

valued at a chahi each. For this reason, they were sometimes 

used as chahi stamps, and even blocks of six have been seen 

in place of the 6ch stamps around 1903. Labels used in 

German New Guinea were overprinted G.R.I. (the British royal 

monogram) and surcharged with new values in sterling and 

used as stamps following the surrender of the German colonial 

administration to Imperial forces in 1914. 

 

Scout stamps had their origins in the 1d and 3d stamps issued in Mafeking 

during the siege of 1899-1900. Produced locally, they 

portrayed Colonel R.S.S. Baden-Powell, founder of the Scout 

movement and commander of the besieged town, and 

Cadet Sergeant-Major Warner Goodyear on his bicycle often 

described as the first scout to appear on a stamp. The Scout 

movement was founded in 1907, based on Baden-Powell’s experiences 

working with young people in Mafeking. The Scouts in Prague were 

responsible for organising the first postal service in Czechoslovakia 

following independence in 1918. The stamps inscribed POSTA ČESKYCH 

SKAUTU (Czech Scout Post) were issued in October 1918. 

 

Facts and feats from Mackay, James, The Guinness Book of Stamps, Guinness Publishing 

Ltd, Enfield, 1988 

Please note that the information used for this article has in many cases been overtaken by 

events – Ed        

 

TIMELINE – AVIATION HISTORY IS MADE 

On 14 October 1947 Capt. Chuck Yeager, a World War II 

veteran, breaks through the sound barrier flying the rocket-

powered Bell XS-1 aircraft. His maximum speed during this flight 

was Mach 1.06 (699.4 miles per 

hour/1,125.7 kilometres per hour). 

It was a feat experts had 

believed to be impossible. On 

that day, at approximately 10:00 a.m., a four-engine Boeing 

B-29 Superfortress heavy bomber, piloted by Major Robert L. 

Cardenas, took off from Muroc Air Force Base (now known 

as Edwards Air Force Base) in the high desert north of Los 

Angeles, California. The B-29’s bomb bay had been 

modified to carry the Bell XS-1, a rocket-powered aeroplane designed to investigate flight 

at speeds near the speed of sound (Mach 1) Bob Cardenas climbed to 6,096 meters and 

then put the B-29 into a shallow dive to gain speed. On release, the aircraft rocketed to 

12 192 metres over Rogers Dry Lake in Southern California. The rocket plane, nicknamed 



 

3 

 

“Glamorous Glennis” (after Yeager's wife), was designed with thin, unswept wings and a 

streamlined fuselage modelled after a .50-caliber bullet. Captain Yeager had at the time 

made three glide flights and this was to be his ninth powered flight. Because of the 

secrecy of the project, Bell and Yeager’s achievement was not announced until June 

1948. Yeager continued to serve as a test pilot, and in 1953 he flew 2,655 kilometres per 

hour in an X-1A rocket plane. He retired from the U.S. Air Force in 1975 with the rank of 

brigadier general. Yeager died on 7 December 2020, at age 97.  

        International Society of World Wide Stamp Collectors and Wikipedia 

 

CAFFÉ FLORIAN 
 

Caffé Florian (18th century) is ‘n koffiekroeg in 

Venesië. Dit kan gevind word aan die sentrale San 

Marco plein, in die wyk van San Marco. Dit grens aan 

die historiese gebou van die San Marco prokureurs. 

Die koffiehuis is bekend daarvoor dat dit gereelde 

musiekfeeste reël, sowel tydens die Karnival van 

Venesië as op ander tye. Caffé Florian op die Piazza 

San Marco is die oudste en bekendste koffiehuis in 

Italië. Die koffiekroeg is gesetel onder die suilegallery 

van Piazza San Marco en het sake begin doen in 1720 

onder die destydse naam Caffé alla Venezia 

Trionfante. Die huidige naam vereer die eerste 

eienaar, Floriano Francesconi. 

 Dit is ‛n koffiekroeg met ‛n besondere geskiedenis. Die bekende Casanova het 

daar gewerk, terwyl Goethe en Wagner gereeld koffie daar gedrink 

het. Die geskiedenis van die koffiekroeg is tot in die fynste detail deur 

fresco’s en spieëls uitgebeeld, en dit word afgerond deur die 

pragtige gestoffeerde stoele rondom marmer tafels. Die pryse is aan 

die hoë kant, maar die bediening van jou drankie word op ‛n silwer 

skinkbord deur kelners in  pakke klere gedoen. Om koffie daar te drink 

is wel ‛n belewenis, wat gestuen word deur die pragtige uitsig op die 

mooie Piazza San Marco. Moontlik het van die lesers reeds Venesië 

besoek en ‛n geleentheid gehad om koffie daar te drink. 

 Op 29 Desember 1720 ko Floriano Francesconi sy koffiekuis open, omdat handel 

met die Ottomane die invoer van koffie moontlik gemaak het. Reeds gedurende die 18de 

eeu kon hy ook wyne uit Siprus en ander buitelandse wyne aan sy kliënte aanbied. Dit het 

gou dié ontmoetingsplek vir adelikes, kunstenaars en sakelui geword. Van die vaste gaste 

was Carlo Goldoni, Johann Wolfgang Goethe en Giacomo Casanova in ‛n tydperk waar 

die koffiekroeg een van die min plekke was wat ook deur vroue toegang gehad het. 

Ander bekendes wat Caffé Florian gereeld besoek het was Eleonora Duse, Gabriele 

d’Annunzio, Marcel Proust, Lord Byron en Charles Dickens. Tydens die Rewolusie in die jaar 

1848 is gewondes daar verpleeg. 

 In 1858 en die daaropvolgende jare het die plek het ‛n grondige opgradering 

nodig geword, en is Lodovico Cadorini as argitek aangestel. Hy het vier ruime sitkamers in 

die koffiekroeg geskep, nl. Sala Orientale (die Oosterse Saal), Sala del Senato (die 

Senatoriale Saal), Sala Greca (die Griekse Saal), en Sala Cinese (die Sjinese Saal). In die 

jare 1870 is daar verdere sale bygevoeg: Sala degli Uomini Illustri (Saal van Beroemde 

Mans), Sala degli Stagione (Saal van die Seisoene), en ‛n saal met vier vrouefigure wat 

genoem was Sala degl Specchi (die Spieëlsaal). Elkeen van die sale is verhelder met 

muurskilderye en geraamde portrette. Giulio Carlini was die mees gevraagde kunsskilder. 
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In 1895 het die eienaars vir die eerste keer ‛n kunsuitstalling in die koffierkroeg aangebied, 

ter ere van Koning Umberto I en Koningin Margaretha van die verenigde Italië. Dit was die 

eerste van die tweejaarlike Biënale del Venezia. Vanaf die 20ste eeu word daar gereeld 

kafékonserte aangebied en het ontmoetings van kunstenaars van die moderne kunste 

ook deel hiervan geword. Die koffiekroeg het ook ‛n winkel vir luukse artikels en ‛n 

soewnierwinkel. 

 Die 300ste verjaarsdag kon nie in 2020 

vanweë die Covid 19 pandemie gevier word nie, 

omdat die koffiekroeg op daardie tyd gesluit. Op 3 

Desember 2020 het die Poste Italiano ‛n posseël 

uitgegee ter ere van die 300ste bestaansjaar van 

Caffé Florian (bo vertoon). Die seël beeld die buite 

lood-in-glas venster van Caffé Florian uit, waarop 

die Sala del Senato gesien kan word en die detail  

van die Dogenpaleis vertoon word. Dit is aangevul 

met die bewoording 300° CAFFE FLORIAN, VENEZIA, ITALIA en die tarief B (= Є1.10) 

aangedui word. Die seël is deur Rita Fantini ontwerp en deur dieIstituto Poligrafico e Zecca 

dello Stato S.p.A. op wit papier in ‛n hoeveelheid van 400 000 gedruk. Die bygaande 

posstempel word hier gewys. Die seël maak deel uit van die tematiese reeks van die 

„uitstaande elemente van die produksie en ekonomiese stelsel“. 
                                   ŉ Artikel deur Frans Haverschmidt 

in Nieuwsbrief 147 van de Koninklike Bond Filatelistenverenigingen van Julie 2022 
 

COLOUR AND INK:  
Colour Analysis Sheds Light on Classic Varieties 

 

It has been said that philatelists are collectors of small pieces of coloured paper and 

their view of history exists on the front of an envelope. While that may be an oversimplified 

view of our world, sometimes it is not far from the truth. We scour inventories to find a 

particular shade of a stamp that places it in the “uncommon” category, and if the 

existence of such categories can be established, then entries can be made into various 

catalogues. For example, consider the 2¢ George Washington stamp printed by the 

Bureau of Engraving and Printing in 1898 (Scott 279B). While the main listing for this stamp 

in the Scott Specialized Catalogue of United States Stamps & Covers gives its colour as 

“red,” the catalogue also lists colour varieties of 279Bc as “rose carmine,” 279Bd and 

279Be as “orange-red,” 279Bf as “carmine,” 279Bg as “pink,” 279Bh as “vermillion,” and 

279Bi as “brown orange.”  

 

So how does the average collector assign the colour type to their copy of Scott 279B 

that is in hand? One possibility is to use the content of one of the standard reference texts 

on stamp colours, such as the four-volume Encyclopedia of the Colors of United States 

Postage Stamps edited by Roy White. Using the images in those books, one could use 

visual colour matching to assign a colour to the stamp in question. Unfortunately, most 

collectors do not have access to one of the standard references, so the best procedure 

would be to submit the stamp to an expertizing agency to obtain an assignment.  

 

 The examples shown below are from Volume III of the White reference and illustrate 

some of the colours shown for the stamp designated Scott 279B. Note that some of the 

colour varieties that can be found in the current Scott catalogue listing are not shown 

here. It is important to recognize that this type of colour analysis is quite similar to what 

happens when a medical examiner conducts a medical autopsy, namely that the subject  
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is evaluated in the condition in which it is received. Thus, any type of analysis is limited by  

Images of some Washington 1899 stamps (Scott 279B) that illustrate their perceived colours. (Adapted from page 19 of the 

Roy White Color Encyclopedia.) From left: Red; Deep Red; Pale Red; Rose Carmine; Orange Red 

the simple fact that the expertizer cannot possibly know the history of the stamp from its 

day of printing to the moment of analysis. Considering the aforementioned example of 

Scott 279B stamps. These were printed between 1898 and 1903, and any such stamp 

could have passed many environmental interventions that would potentially alter its 

original colour to its current colour. Regardless of these caveats, collectors still need to 

evaluate the colours of stamps in their collections in the state and condition when they 

were acquired. An understanding of colour inevitably leads to the subject of printing inks, 

since it is the pigments in the inks that give stamps their distinctive colourations. But since 

the perception of a stamp colour is intimately linked with the type of light reflected off the 

surface of that stamp, it is first necessary to establish a few principles regarding the nature 

of light and how it interacts with objects.  

 

Light and colour  

 

Light is simply one particular type of electromagnetic radiation and differs from other 

types by a property known as “wavelength.” Radio waves are electromagnetic radiation 

characterized by the longest wavelengths, and gamma 

rays are characterized by the shortest wavelengths. The 

light we can see is simply a radiation type characterized 

by wavelengths in the range of 400 to 700 nanometers, 

which is termed the “visible” region. Within this region, 

light characterized by the shortest wavelengths is termed 

“blue,” while light characterized by the longest 

wavelengths is termed “red.” The relationship between 

wavelength and assigned colour names is illustrated above left.  

 

 The light sources we are most familiar with (tungsten bulbs, fluorescent lamps or light-

emitting diodes) effectively emit electromagnetic radiation whose wavelengths span the 

entire visible region, and this is normally termed “white” light. But this white light in fact 

consists of wavelength contributions across the entire visible spectrum, spanning blue 

through red. Our eyes receive this array of wavelengths and our brains interpret the output 

from our eyes as white light. When an object is bathed in light, the light that is reflected is 

detected by our eyes and subsequently interpreted by our brain, allowing us to see the 

object. The concept of colour arises because not all of the incident light is necessarily 

reflected. This, of course, inevitably leads to much subjectivity in visual colour analysis.  

 

Coloured chemical compounds known as dyes and pigments will absorb (and not 

reflect) specific wavelengths of light (the details of this relate to the molecular structure of 

the pigments, which we will not explore further here). Any other wavelength of light that 

cannot be absorbed will be reflected, and thus detectable by our eyes, which I explored 

in my book, Spectroscopy of Pharmaceutical Solids. Stamps that are irradiated with white 
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light will exhibit colours due to the reflectance of light that their pigments cannot absorb. 

This behaviour is 

illustrated above, 

where the three 

airmail stamps 

make up a 

philatelic 

equivalent as shown above on the previous page. The respective colour of each stamp is 

related to a particular wavelength region of the visible spectrum. This brings the subject of 

instrumental analysis into the discussion.  

 

 A variety of instruments – including the Video Spectral Comparator 6000 (VSC 6000) – 

enable an analyst to determine the intensity of 

reflected light as a function of wavelength. This 

spectral discrimination is known as spectroscopy. 

From this perspective, our visual system of colour 

recognition is a natural type of reflectance 

spectroscopy, since our eyes receive the reflected 

light input which is then interpreted by our brain. 

The reflectance spectra obtained for the three 

airmail stamps above are shown left. Each 

spectrum in this figure shows the wavelength dependence of reflected light coming off 

each stamp when these were irradiated with white light. Ideally, if someone had access to 

a range of reference stamps whose colours were authenticated, as well as access to a 

reflectance spectrometer (such as the VSC 6000 system), then it would be possible to 

develop a new type of colour encyclopedia based on spectroscopy and not on 

appearance alone. While this data compilation does not yet exist, its development would 

be highly useful to advance our understanding of stamp colours. The comparison of a ref-

erence spectrum with the spectrum of the stamp in question would remove the 

uncertainty that is inherently associated with a simple visual comparison.  

 

Inks, dyes, pigments and colour  

 

It is now time to explore the subject of the printing inks that give stamps their distinctive 

colours. Through a variety of manufacturing procedures, stamps are generated by the 

process of applying ink to paper, and subsequently performing a secondary process 

(usually a form of drying) to the newly printed stamps that causes the ink to become 

permanently bonded to the paper. Printing inks are complex formulations but essentially 

consist of coloured chemical compounds that are dispersed in a fluid vehicle. The fluid 

acts as a carrier for the colourants during the printing operation and its removal in the sec-

ondary process cause the colourants to become irreversibly attached to the paper. In its 

simplest form, ink formulation consists of mixing dry pigments in a suitable device, adding 

in the fluid, and then stir-grinding the mixture until a homogeneous composition is 

achieved. Many methods have been used to print stamps, but since the scope of this 

article is about stamp colours, this topic will not be explored further.  

 

For a colourant to be useful for printing inks, it must be water-insoluble. Most dyes are 

not suitable for use as colourants in stamp printing as they are generally soluble in water 

and would not remain permanent after their application. However, many coloured dyes 

can be rendered water-insoluble by chemically reacting them with metallic salts, 

producing coloured substances that are termed “pigments.” These are highly useful for 
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use in printing inks. For example, the red pigment known as carmine is a metal salt of a 

reddish chemical compound originally obtained by extracting the compound contained 

in insects of the cochineal family. This isolated chemical compound is known as carminic 

acid, which is soluble in water and therefore unsuitable as a colourant. However, carminic 

acid can be chemically transformed into an insoluble form by mixing hot aqueous 

solutions of the acid with solutions of common metal ions, such as aluminium, calcium, 

magnesium or zinc salts. This type of precipitated dye is known as a “lake,” and many such 

lakes are used as colourants in printing inks. Unfortunately, the philatelic community has 

adopted the term “lake” to signify any deeper stamp colour relative to the more common 

variety, but that is yet another topic for another day.  

 

Most of the colourants used in the first 50 years of printing United States stamps were not 

lakes in the scientific sense. Many of the inks used were derived from mineral pigments 

that had been in use for many years by painters and artists. For example, 

the most common yellow pigment used by the Bureau of Engraving and 

Printing was chrome yellow, which is chemically known as lead 

chromate. This same pigment was mixed with various blue pigments to 

produce green ink, and ink compositions of this type were used for nearly 

all green stamps through those of the Presidential Issue of 1938 (for 

example, U.S. Scott 804 left).  

 

Mineral-based blue pigments have been used since 1861 when the 

National Bank Note Company printed the deep blue 1¢ Franklin issue using 

iron-based Prussian blue (right) as the pigment. With the printing of some of 

the pictorial issues of 1869, the National Bank Note Company introduced 

the use of ultramarine (sulfur-containing silicate mineral) as 

a blue pigment. Vermilion (also known as cinnabar) was 

used in several issues by the American Bank Note 

Company. The brown colouration of one of our first stamps – the 1847 

Franklin printed by Toppan and Carpenter (left) – was derived primarily 

from the use of minium (also known as red lead) mixed with various 

amounts of black galena (lead sulfide).  

 

 Since the inherent colour of the aforementioned pigments tended toward the intense, 

it was (and still is) standard practice to modify and soften the intense colour of these 

pigments by the inclusion of compounds that would serve as whitening agents. Initially, 

chalk (calcium carbonate) and zincite (zinc oxide) were commonly used for this purpose, 

but around 1900 the Bureau settled on the use of barite (barium sulfate) 

mixed with chalk as the whitening agent of choice. Many of the colour 

variations noted in older stamps have resulted from the non-optimal mixing of 

pigment and whitener during the formulation process. For 

example, the first 2¢ stamps printed by the Bureau in 1894 (Scott 

248) were pink in colour (right) owing to a large amount of chalk used to 

lighten the colour of the carmine pigment. This error was quickly corrected 

by decreasing the amount of chalk in the ink by approximately half, resulting 

in the carmine colour of Scott 250 (left).  

 
The movement from inorganic pigments to synthetic organic pigments has its origins in 

advances made in synthetic organic chemistry during the latter half of the 18th century, 

as explained in the Kirk-Othmer Encyclopedia of Chemical Technology. The initial 

synthetic work was aimed at developing suitable dyes for the textile industry. Some of the 
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most promising of soluble dyes were transformed into lakes for use as pigments in stamp 

printing. World War I accelerated this trend, as it became difficult to obtain pigments and 

inks from Germany, thus leading to a growth industry in the United States. Owing to details 

of their chemical synthesis, the members of the oldest and most diverse family of pigments 

are known as “azo” pigments, where the initially synthesized water-soluble dye is 

transformed to the lake form by precipitation with calcium, strontium, barium or aluminium 

salts. The colour and appearance of a pigment are not only determined by its chemical 

composition, but also by physical qualities such as the size of the pigment particles and 

actual crystal structure. The colour and hue of a pigment can also be altered when it is 

bonded to the printing paper, thus requiring that new inks are tested on paper to 

evaluate the end product. This procedure is constantly employed during the 

development of a stamp, where the initial “proof ” printings is made to determine the 

colour and quality of printing.  

 

Studies of colour  

 

Now we turn to some of the ways that could be used to determine the colour of a 

given stamp. To begin, we look at some 2¢ Washington stamps printed by the American 

Bank Note Company that are shown above. The stamp postmarked March 4, 1890, has 

the “lake” appearance of a Scott 219D and should be classified as such. Similarly, the 

colour of the stamp postmarked November 25, 1891, is carmine, and based on its date of 

usage, would most likely be a Scott 220. The interesting stamp is the one postmarked April 

29, 1890, which is lighter in colour than the Scott 220 stamp. Given that the earliest date of 

usage for Scott 219D is reported as February 22, 1890, and the earliest date of usage for 

Scott 220 is reported as February 18, 1890, then how should one classify the stamp 

postmarked April 29? It seems that the visual comparisons are failing in this regard and 

that a more definitive study is required.  

 

This particular problem can only be answered using a study of the chemical 

composition of the various printing inks since the visual studies are inconclusive. Fourier 

transform infrared (FTIR) spectroscopy can be used quite successfully in the chemical 

identification of ink pigments, which I presented in 2020 at the International Symposium on 

Analytical Methods in Philately. When this technique is coupled with attenuated total 

reflectance (ATR) sampling, it becomes possible 

to categorize the pigments within a one-square 

millimetre spot. It is beyond the scope of this 

article to elucidate the details of the experiment, 

but it will suffice to say that the FTIR spectrum of a 

given chemical compound (i.e., ink pigment) can 

be used as a diagnostic fingerprint for that 

compound. The FTIR spectra of the three stamps 

shown above were obtained in areas clear of 

cancellation ink. The three spectra are shown 

right and can be interpreted on two levels. The 
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simplest evaluation is that the FTIR spectrum of the stamp postmarked April 29 is effectively 

the same as that of the stamp postmarked March 4, and quite different from that of the 

stamp cancelled Nov. 25. This observation permits an unequivocal assignment of the 

stamp cancelled April 29 as being a Scott 219D.  

 

The most advanced level of data interpretation involves the comparison of the FTIR 

spectrum of a subject stamp with the FTIR spectra of known reference substances. Since 

the peaks in the spectrum of each reference substance present in the printing ink will 

show up in the spectrum of the subject stamp, this allows us to delve deeply into the FTIR 

spectra of Figure 8 and deduce the actual composition of the various printing inks. I 

offered an analysis of the type of stamps shown in Figure 7 in a 2021 article published in 

The Philatelist, the journal of the Collectors Club of New York, so it is only necessary to 

summarize the results here. The colour of Scott 219D stamps was achieved by the inclusion 

of both red lead and carmine pigments, the combination of which resulted in the charac-

teristic colour that was termed “lake.” On the other hand, the ink only used carmine as the 

colouring pigment. Both issues used a combination of chalk and zinc oxide as the 

whitening agents, and variations in the pigment/whitener ratio served to yield the various 

shades of carmine known for the Scott 220 issue.  

 

Environmentally induced changes in stamp colour  

 

Again I will emphasize that any study of stamp colour is necessarily conducted on a 

stamp in its “as received” state. Philately has much in common with art history in that 

many of the subjects were created 50, 100 or even 150 years ago, and these long periods 

provide opportunities for environmental factors to influence the perceived colour of the 

stamp. For example, a study showed that a solution used to soak Scott 264 stamps off 

covers not only removed certain constituents from the ink but altered the perceived 

colour as well. I offered a detailed report of such in a 2020 edition of the United States 

Specialist.  

 

Philatelists are acutely aware that certain stamps will become substantially 

darkened over time, a process attributed to either some sort of “oxidation” or some sort of 

“sulfurization” process. This darkening process appears to be most prevalent in older 

stamps that were printed with yellow inks. For example, the orange 6¢ Winged Globe 

airmail of 1934 (Scott C19) stamp can discolour, with the normal yellow-orange colour 

transforming to various darker shades. This phenomenon is illustrated above, which shows 

the stamps on two first day covers; one is relatively 

unchanged and the other has undergone a drastic 

colour change. Interestingly, both stamps were 

postmarked around the same time and therefore their 

respective printing inks must have been the same. 

Clearly, one stamp had been subjected to some rather 

adverse conditions, while the other had not. Again, 

philatelists will typically call the darker stamp colour the 

result of “oxidation” or “sulfurization,” and leave it at 
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that. However, it is equally clear that these terms should only be invoked if a definitive 

chemical reaction is identified as being the cause. To propose “oxidation” or 

“sulfurization” as the cause of a darkening reaction, you must first know the chemical 

composition of the printing ink. Only with that knowledge in hand can you deduce what 

environmental agent reacted with the pigment to cause the colour change. As noted 

earlier, an FTIR spectrum can be interpreted to deduce the chemical composition of 

printing inks. Along this line of reasoning, the illustration above left contains the FTIR spectra 

of the two stamps. 

  

 The FTIR spectra shown contain a peak around 870 wavenumbers that is diagnostic for 

chromate, thus identifying the yellow pigment in both Winged Globe stamps as being 

chrome yellow (i.e., lead chromate). Interestingly, although the difference between 

normal and darkened stamps is very evident to the eye, the FTIR spectra of the two 

stamps are nearly the same. This would imply that the chemical reaction leading to the 

darkening process takes place only on the outer surface of the ink layers and that the 

interior of the pigment layers is essentially unchanged. However, a very close study of the 

boxed areas within the spectra reveals the existence of two very weak peaks (shown by 

the light blue lines) in the spectrum of the darkened stamp that is not present in that of the 

normal stamp. Comparison with standard reference spectra reveals that the FTIR spectrum 

of chromium sulfide contains peaks at these values. 

 
In the presence of moisture, lead chromate will react with gaseous hydrogen sulfide 

(the odour of rotten eggs) to yield chromium sulfide. Hence, the darkening reaction 

associated with Scott C19 stamps may properly be termed “sulfurization.” In its bulk form, 

chromium sulfide is grayish-black in colour, and the surface coating of chromium sulfide 

on a matrix of lead chromate gives the “sulfurized” orange Winged Globe Scott stamps 

the darkened colour shown above. Through the use of reflectance microscopy, it was pos-

sible to see how the 

chromium sulfide 

degradation product 

overlays the surface of the 

chrome yellow pigment, 

and this is shown left. The 

best way to understand this 

study of normal and 

degraded Scott C19 

stamps is that since our eyes are not capable of seeing anything beyond the outermost 

layer of pigment, a normal stamp appears as yellow-orange and a darkened stamp 

appears to us as brownish-black. However, the FTIR spectroscopic study demonstrates that 

the actual “sulfurized” layer of ink pigment is actually quite thin and that the bulk of the 

pigment layer is still chrome-yellow pigment. 

 

Summary 

 

The colour of a stamp is largely a matter of perception and how our brains interpret the 

various wavelengths of light that reflect off a surface. Because perception is an individual 

quality, the stamp that one person says is pink might actually look to be rose carmine by 

someone else. Human eyes can easily differentiate colours whose wavelength composi-

tion is drastically different, but slight differences in shades are probably beyond everyone 

except for those specialists who have dedicated their lives to the calibration of their eye-

sight against standard reference colours. For this reason, the future of colour analysis will 
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more and more entail the use of instrumental methods. Simple reflectance spectroscopy 

(such as can be performed using a VSC 6000 system) can be used to distinguish between 

different shades, although the interpretation of these spectra first requires the acquisition 

of reference spectra on stamps with authenticated colours. The ultimate achievement in 

the colour analysis is a complete identification of the chemical composition of the ink on 

the stamp paper. My experience has shown that while this goal can be achieved for 

mineral-based pigments, the analysis of synthetic organic-based pigments is considerably 

more difficult. 
The Author 

Harry G. Brittain, FRSC, has had a scientific career of more than 30 years that has spanned academia, ancestry 

and consulting, and in retirement, he uses his accumulated knowledge to understand the components of 

postage stamps printed before 1950. Brittain received his PhD in physical chemistry from the City University of 

New York, has authored more than 350 research publications (more than 30 of which deal directly with the ink 

and paper used for postage stamps), edited six books on topics related to the physical characterization of 

solids, and edited 21 volumes in the book series titled Profiles of Drug Substances, Excipients, and Related 

Methodology. He maintains a full laboratory for his studies of stamps, using Fourier-transform infrared 

spectroscopy to study printing inks, X-ray diffraction to study the crystalline components in printing paper, 

high-resolution reflectance microscopy to study surface details of ink layers and has built a reflectance 

spectrometer for the study of colour. 

       An article by Harry G. Brittain, PhD in American Philatelist of March 2022  
 

GONE BUT NOT FORGOTTEN –  
 

John Moody looks into the stories behind more stamp-issuing countries which no longer 

exist, as such – dead countries in philatelic terms. This month, we travel to Africa to trace 

the philatelic history of two very different ex-French Colonies – Mauritania and Ubangi-

Shari. 
 

Mauritania French Civil Territory 1906–1921 

Modern Mauritania is in West Africa, bordering the North Atlantic Ocean between 

Senegal, Western Sahara, Mali and Algeria. The French competed for trade in Africa with 

the Dutch and the British in the 18th century. Much of the Saharan coast was ceded to 

the French in European treaties of the early 19th century. The French nickname for the 

area was ‘Le Grand Vide’ (‘The Great Void’). As long as the population was passive, there 

was little evidence of a French presence until the French won the allegiance of the Moors 

to allow them to administer the area. The French governor of the region, Colonel Louis 

Faidherbe, entered into treaty relations with the local rulers in 1858, but the French made 

little effort to exert control over southern Mauritania until the opening years of the 20th 

century. Between 1889 and 1905, the colonial leader Xavier Coppolani extended French 

influence north of the Senegal River. 
 

French Civil Territory  

In May 1903, Mauritania was made a French Protectorate and in 1904 it changed its status 

to a French Civil Territory, issuing its first stamps in 1906. This was a set 

of 15 definitives with an additional denomination being added in 

1907 (SG 1/16). The name ‘MAURITANIE’ was printed in blue on the 

10c., 40c. and 5f. in the set and in red on the rest (left). The stamps 

feature three different designs: one showing General Faidherbe. 

During his career he was promoted to General and was decorated with the five degrees 

of the Legion of Honour, the Chevalier in 1852, the Officier in 1855, the Commandeur in 

1861, the Grand Officier in 1871 and the Grand Croix in 1880. The other designs show palm 

trees and Dr N Eugene Balay. Balay was a French Navy doctor, poet, explorer and 

colonial administrator who became the second Governor-General of French West Africa. 
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On 5 September 1906, ten of the previous issue were overprinted with the letter ‘T’ in a 

triangle in blue or black and used as postage dues (D18/25). Stanley Gibbons French 

Colonies catalogues warn, ‘There are many forgeries of this overprint’. 

Possibly because of the forgeries, a special postage-due set of eight 

was issued soon after, featuring a view of Dakar and a West African 

man and woman (D25a /32). These too carried the nomenclature in 

red on some stamps and in blue on others (right). Between 1913 and 

1917, a new set of definitives was issued featuring just one design of 

merchants crossing the desert. There are 17 stamps in the set (18/34), 

three of which (5c., 10c. and 15c.) are known printed on chalk-

surfaced paper (left). Another set of postage dues was 

issued in 1914 with a simple design of the 

denomination surrounded by an elaborate frame 

(D35/42) (right). The last two stamps issued by the Civil Territory were 

surcharged versions of two stamps of the last set of 

the definitives. In April 1915, the 10c. was surcharged 

5c. in aid of the Red Cross (35) (left) and in 1918 the 15c. was also 

surcharged 5c. (36). The last stamp was printed on chalk-surfaced 

paper. 
 

Mauritania the French colony 1922–58 

On becoming a French colony on 1 January 1922, the Mauritania Post Office issued a set 

of what was to become 20 definitives by the time additional denominations had been 

added until 1938 (37/56). These new definitives were of the same 

design as the 1913–17 Civil territory issue but with new values and 

colours changed (right). Between 1922 and 1925 three stamps in the 

set were surcharged, 60c. on 75c., 65c. on 15c. and 85c. on 75c. (57/ 

59). A further seven stamps were surcharged between 1924 and 

1927, with some of the stamp colours being changed (60/66) (left). 

Surcharges were also made in 1927 on two of the postage-due 

stamps issued in 1914 (D67/68). The country’s first set of 

commemoratives was a set of four issued on 13 April 1931 to mark the 

opening of the Paris International Colonial Exhibition. The exhibition 

opened on 6 May 1931 in the Bois de Vincennes in Paris. The exhibition site was enormous 

and attracted up to nine million visitors. The French government brought colonial peoples 

to Paris to illustrate native arts and crafts in authentically constructed reproductions of 

their native styles of houses, huts, temples, etc. Great Britain also 

participated in the exhibition, as did the Netherlands, Belgium, Italy, 

Japan, the United States and Portugal. The stamps feature four 

different designs: French colonial races, women of five races, ‘France 

the Civiliser’ and French colonial commerce (right).  

 

No further stamps were issued by Mauritania until 15 April 1937 

when another international exhibition, the Paris Exhibition 

(sometimes referred to as the Paris World Fair), was 

commemorated with a set of six stamps (71/76) (left). Each stamp 

featured a different design: commerce, sailing ships, women of 

three races, agriculture, ‘France extends the Torch of Civilisation’; 

and Diane de Poitiers. This French noblewoman, who lived from 3 September 1499 until 25 

April 1566, exercised much influence at the court of King Henry II of France where she was 

the King’s chief mistress. When Henry was mortally wounded in a tournament, he was 
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wearing her ribbon on his lance rather than his wife’s ribbon. I’m unaware of why her 

picture appeared on the stamp. The set also included a miniature sheet (MS76a) which 

contains a single stamp of the ‘women of three races’ designs but printed in blue instead 

of the original red and denominated 3f. instead of the 

original 40c. (right). A single stamp was issued on 24 October 

1938 in aid of the International Anti-Cancer Fund (76b). The 

stamp was surcharged 50c. in aid of the charity. The stamp 

features both Pierre and Marie Curie 

(left). A set of 33 new definitive 

stamps was issued between 1938 and 

1940 comprising four designs: a man 

on a camel, warriors on camels, an 

encampment and a Mauritanian man and woman (77/109). All 

the stamps include the ‘RF’ (Republique Francaise) emblem (right). 

The centenary of the death of explorer René Caillié was marked 

with a set of three stamps on 5 April 1939. They all feature a single 

design showing a bust of Caillié and a map of West Africa (110/12) 

(left). Caillie was the first non-African to 

return from the ancient city of Timbuktu 

alive! Caillié first visited West Africa in 1815 when he was a member 

of a British expedition which crossed the Ferlo Desert to Bakel on 

the Senegal River. In 1827, he set off from the coast of West Africa 

on an expedition to reach Timbuktu. A year earlier, a British Officer, 

Major Gordon Laing, became the first ‘white’ man to enter Timbuktu but was murdered 

two days after leaving the city. Following the murder, Caillié decided to travel alone 

disguised as a Muslim, having already learned Arabic and Islamic customs. He successfully 

arrived at Timbuktu in 1828, staying in the city for two weeks before leaving to cross the 

Sahara Desert to Tangier in Morocco. As a result of his journey, Caillié was awarded 9000 

francs and a gold medal by the Société de Géographie. After holding its own World Fair in 

1937, France participated in New York’s World Fair in 1939. Mauritania commemorated the 

event on 10 May 1939 with a set of two stamps of one design 

featuring colonial images (113/14) (right). The last issue of stamps in 

1939 was a set of five issued on 5 July commemorating the 150th 

anniversary of the French Revolution. 

(115/19). The stamps are of one design 

showing the storming of the Bastille. A set of airmail stamps was 

issued on 8 February 1940 comprising five stamps, all of the same 

design showing a twin-engined airliner over a jungle (120/24). In 

1941, four of these stamps were overprinted with a surcharge in 

aid of the National Defence Fund (124a/24d) (left). 

 
The Vichy period 1940–44 

From 1940 until 1944, Germany occupied most of France, except for some of the south 

and the colony of Algeria. By 1940, the French Government had retreated to Vichy in the 

unoccupied zone of France under the leadership of Marshal Phillippe Petain. During the 

German occupation, the Vichy state remained responsible for the civil administration of 

France and its colonies. In November 1942, southern France was occupied by Germany 

and Italy. Petain’s government remained in Vichy as the nominal government of France, 

albeit by now, one that collaborated with Germany. The government remained at Vichy 

until late 1944 but was compelled to relocate to Sigmaringen in Germany, where it 
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continued to exist on paper until the end of the war. The creation of the Vichy French 

State affected the stamp issues of Mauritania.  

 

The first issue under Vichy's control was in 1942 and was similar in 

design to previous issues, but on this occasion carried a portrait of 

Marshal Petain (124e /f), where he appears to be looking at an ox 

caravan. The two stamps in the set were printed in Paris (right). On 

22 June 1942, two sets of commemorative airmails were issued: 

one in aid of the Colonial Child Welfare Fund (124g/i) and one in 

aid of Imperial Fortnight (124j). Both sets used overprinted stamps of Dahomey. Also in 

1942, on 19 October, another airmail stamp was issued (124k). The 50c. value features an 

aircraft flying over a camel caravan. The last set of stamps issued under Vichy's control 

was in 1944 when some of the ‘encampment’ definitive of 1938 and the Rene Caillié 

stamp of 1939 were surcharged (125/29). Just to complicate a study of Vichy administered 

Mauritania, collectors may discover four sets of stamps which are catalogued as ‘Vichy 

Issues’. These were issued by the Vichy government in France as opposed to stamps issued 

under the Vichy-controlled Mauritania administration. These stamps were intended for use 

as standard designs throughout the French colonies. In 1941, a set of three stamps was 

issued surcharged in aid of ‘Empire Defence (VI/V3) and featured French and Colonial 

soldiers. In 1942, a set of seven airmail stamps was issued using the same design as the 

1942 single stamp issue for Mauritania. (V4/ V10). The previous 50c. value was included in 

the set with an additional six other denominations. Between 1943 and 1944 a set of six 

definitives, using some of the 1938 designs minus the ‘RF’ emblem, was issued but not used 

in Mauritania (V11/V16). The last stamps of the Vichy era appeared in late 1944 and 

comprised two of the Marshal Petain ox caravan stamps (124e/f) overprinted and 

surcharged ‘Oeuvres Colonials’ (all colonies) (V17/V18). Between 1945 and 1959 

Mauritanian used the stamps of French West Africa. Mauritania became independent on 

28 November 1958 as the Autonomous Islamic Republic of Mauritania within the French 

Community. 
 

Ubangi-Shari 1903–31 

Ubangi-Shari (Oubangui-Chari in French) was a colony in Central Africa and named after 

the Ubangi and Shari rivers the area which was colonised by the French. It had a very 

different political and philatelic history than Mauritania. The explorer Savorgnan de Brazza 

first extended French influence north of the Ubangi River in 1887, founding the town of 

Bangui and the French Territory of Upper Bangul in 1894. The area around the town was 

occupied by 1898. Pierre Paul François Camille Savorgnan de Brazza was an Italian-born 

Frenchman. With the support of the Société de Géographie de Paris, he initially travelled 

along the right bank of the Congo River, which eventually led to the development of 

French colonies in Central Africa. Under French colonial rule, the capital of the Republic of 

the Congo was named Brazzaville after him. The French government did not establish an 

official colonial administration in the area, by then known as Ubangi-Shari, until 29 

December 1903, after defeating Egyptian forces who also claimed the area as their 

territory. In 1906, the French settlements around Lake Chad were merged with Ubangi-

Shari to form Ubangi-Shari-Chad (Oubangui-Chari-Tchad). In 1910, French Equatorial 

Africa was formed to extend French administration over one large area. This was formed 

of four territories: Chad, Ubangi-Shari, Middle Congo and Gabon. In 1915, Ubangi-Shari-

Chad was declared a separate territory and in 1920, Chad was separated from Ubangi-

Shari. Military postal service began at Bangui in 1893, and at Fort Possel in 1894, and was 

gradually extended along the Ubangi River during the 1900s. As civilian colonisation 
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increased, civilian mail used the postage stamps of Middle Congo (Moyen Congo) from 

1907. 
 

Ubangi-Shari-Chad 1915–22 

From 1915 until 1922, Ubangi-Shari and Chad operated a joint postal system using the 

stamps of the Middle Congo. The first stamps issued were a set of 17 definitives with the 

overprint ‘OUBANGUI-CHARI-TCHAD’ (SG 1/16). The 15c. value was 

printed on ordinary paper and the rest of the set on chalk-surfaced 

paper, although the 1c. to 10c, 20c., 45c. and 50c. values can also 

be found on ordinary paper (left). On 4 January 

1916, the 10c. value in the set was surcharged 

5c. in black (17) (right). There are several variations of the surcharge, 

inverted, double, and double with one inverted 

and vertical. In addition, there is a missing stop 

below the ‘c’ in cent. A few months later, in July 1916, the same 

stamp was surcharged again, but this time in red with a smaller-sized 

surcharge printing than the previous (18) (left). 
 

Ubangi-Shari 1922–36 

Five of the 1915 definitives were reprinted in different colours on 1 January 1922 (19/23). 

From 1922, separate issues of stamps were made for Ubangi-Shari 

and Chad. Consequently, a set of 18 Middle Congo definitives was 

issued in November using the same design as the original 1915 set 

but in different colours and overprinted ‘OUBANGUI-CHARI’ (right). 

Another set of definitives was issued between 27 October 1924 and 

1933, utilising most of the 1922 issue plus some additional Middle Congo stamps. The set 

comprises 32 stamps (42/72) overprinted ‘AFRIQUE EQUATORIALE FRANCAISE’ at the top of 

the stamps and ‘OUBANGUI-CHARI’ at the bottom. Some stamps 

carry a two-line overprint and some a three-line (left). Between 1925 

and 1927, some of the stamps in the last set were overprinted with 

new denominations. SG 73/74 were overprinted in figures only, while 

SG 75/80 were overprinted with figures and with bars over the old 

denominations (right). A set of postage-due stamps was issued on 4 April 1928. 

This was a set of 11 (D81/D91) French postage dues overprinted ‘OUBANGUI-

CHARI’ in two lines at the top of the stamps and ‘A.E.F.’ at the bottom (left). 

The first set of stamps to carry the Ubangi-Shari name as part of 

their design appeared on 17 February 1930. This was a set of 11 

postage dues in two designs showing either a view of Mobaye 

or a portrait of colonial administrator Émile Gentil (D92/102) 

(right). The last set of stamps issued for Ubangi-Shari 

was issued on 13 April 1931. This was a set of four 

commemoratives marking the International Colonial Exhibition in 

Paris (103/06). The stamps were of the same four designs as carried 

by other French colonies: French colonial races, native women, 

‘France the Civiliser’ and French colonial commerce (left). During 

World War II, Ubangi-Shari declared for De Gaulle and the Free 

French. Consequently, no Vichy stamps were issued for the 

territory. From 1936 to 1958, stamps of French Equatorial Africa 

were used in Ubangi-Shari but not overprinted with the country’s 

name. Ubangi-Shari was created as an autonomous state as the 

Central African Republic on 1 December 1958. 
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WORLDWIDE IN A NUTSHELL 
CAMEROON  

Status: Presidential Republic in Equatorial Africa 

Population: 28,524,175 (2021 est.) 

Area: 183,568 sq. miles 

Currency: 100 Centimes = 1 Central African CFA Franc 

(called “SeeFa”). (US$1 = 551 CFA) 

 
The Wouri River estuary was first visited by the Portuguese 

navigator, Fernando Po, in 1472. He called it Rio dos 

Camaroes, or “River of Shrimps.” By the 19th century, it  

was an important European trading centre. The largest 

town was Bell Town (now Duala), named after King 

Ndumbé Lobé Bell, a local leader. Although Bell Town was considered by the British to be 

within their sphere of influence, the powerful Hamburg-based Woermann trading 

corporation had a factory there after 1868. In 1884, the “scramble for Africa” was well 

underway. Within days of gaining Togo as a German protectorate, Gustav Nachtigal, 

Bismarck’s representative, arrived in Bell Town, and on July 14, King Bell accepted German 

protection. Meanwhile, Edward Hewett, a British consul, was proceeding on a similar 

mission through the nearby Oil Rivers. He was surprised by the German move. Hewett, 

having eyed the Camerouns as a British protectorate since 1882, rushed back to Bell Town. 

He arrived on 19 July but was unable to persuade King Bell to switch his allegiance. On 26 

July, a French gunboat also arrived belatedly on an annexation mission. The German 

claim was recognized by the 1885 Berlin Conference. The colony expanded 

over time to Lake Chad in the north and southeast to the Congo River, 

covering an area of over 300,000 square miles. The Germans 

sought to improve communications. They built a road 

network, two rail lines and a wireless station. The first post 

office was opened 1 February 1887, using Imperial German 

stamps. Stamps overprinted  “Kamerun” were introduced in 1897, and the 

Yacht issue was released in November 1900. In World War I, Cameroun was 

attacked by British, French and Belgian forces. The small German force 

resisted until 1916 when it took refuge in Rio Muni. The British captured a 

Woermann supply ship in the Atlantic in 1915, carrying a shipment of 

Cameroun postage stamps, which they overprinted “C E F” (Cameroons Expeditionary 

Forces) and revalued in sterling. They were issued by the British army on July 12. The French 

general authorized the overprinting of 15 current Gabonese definitives, which were 

released for his forces on 10 November. The British and French divided the Camerouns. The 

British attached their part – about ten percent – to Nigeria and used 

Nigerian stamps. The French administered their share as a 

separate territory which used stamps inscribed “Cameroun.” 

This division was recognized by a League of Nations 

mandate in 1922, which in turn was replaced by a UN 

Trusteeship after World War II. On 1 October 1960, when 

Nigeria became independent, the people of the 

Camerouns Trust Territory were allowed to determine their 

future. The largely Muslim north opted to remain with Nigeria, while the 
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predominantly Christian south voted to join Cameroun. Nigerian stamps 

overprinted especially for the Trust Territory were issued 1 October 1960, 

and remained in use until 1 October 1961, when the Republic of 

Cameroun became independent. Cameroun stamps began using 

both the British spelling (Cameroon) and the French (Cameroun) in 

1969. 

            An article by Bob Lamb, AP Columnist, in the American Philatelist of April 2021 
 

DUTCH SEMIPOSTALS HONOUR DONALD DUCK ANNIVERSARY 

 

The latest Child Welfare 

semipostals from the 

Netherlands feature Walt 

Disney’s Donald Duck. 

The souvenir sheet of five 

stamps issued 10 

October by the 

Netherlands’ PostNL 

commemorates the 70th 

anniversary of Donald 

Duck Weekblad, a Dutch 

comic magazine's first 

published 25 October 

1952, and still published today. Ferdi Felderhof, editor-in-chief of the magazine, said:  

“These Children’s WelfareStamps are truly the icing on our anniversary cake. We are 

incredibly proud that Donald Duck and his family are appearing on the Children’s Welfare 

Stamps. There are few magazines for young people that are read by multiple generations.  

We want these stamps to exude that family feeling and the happiness of children too.” 

The stamps show characters who appear in the comic strips in the magazine; Donald stars 

on the large stamp in the centre of the sheet. Also pictured on the stamps are some of 

Donald’s relatives, including his uncle Scrooge McDuck; nephews Huey, Dewey and Louie; 

and nieces April, May and June. Each stamp is non-denominated, with a “1” for domestic 

mail and a €0.48 surtax. The proceeds from the surtax are donated to projects of the 

Foundation for Children’s Welfare Stamps (Stichting Kinderpostzegels Nederland). Pascal 

de Smit, director of the foundation said: “For the first time in the long history of Children’s 

Welfare Stamps, they feature a true international cartoon hero: Donald Duck. And with a 

story to boot. We see May help Huey with his homework: children helping children. Louie, 

April and June go to school without a care in the world: this is the mission we are so 

passionate about.’ Comic strip artist Tim Artz created the illustrations for the souvenir sheet. 

Joh. Enschede printed a total of 1,232,000 sheets by four-colour offset. The Netherlands 

began issuing Child Welfare semi-postals in 1924, and schoolchildren started selling them 

door to door in 1948. PostNL reports that the 2021 Child Welfare stamp campaign raised 

€8.5 million. To order this year’s Child Welfare semipostal stamps, visit PostNL’s online shop 

at https://shop.postnl.nl/web-shop/collect-club.  

           Article by Denise McCarthy in Linn’s Stamp News Weekly of 7 November 2022 

 

Compiled by Robert Harm 26 May 2022 

 

CLUB PROGRAMMES (Western Cape)  

Remember: All meetings are subject to Government-imposed virus restrictions. 
 

Bellville Philatelic Society, at the Durbanville Gholf Club at 19:00 on 2nd Wednesday of the month. 

https://shop.postnl.nl/web-shop/collect-club
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9 Nov 2022 Club members visit Cape Town International Stamp Exhibition.   
 

CASPIP, home of Dennis Landau, 24 Lochiel Road, Rondebosch at 20:00 on 3rd Wednesday of mnth.  

 17 Nov 2022   
 

Fish Hoek Philatelic Society, Minor Hall, Fish Hoek Civic Centre at 14:00 on 1st Tuesday of the month. 

1 Nov 2022 All member’s night, show anything special on 16 pages maximum. 
 

Paarl Filateliste, MBA Boland-Gebou, Concordia Street, Paarl at 09:00 2nd Saturday of the month. 

12 Nov 2022  
 

Pinelands Stamp Circle, Activities Room, Pinelands Library at 19:00 on last Wednesday of the month. 

 30 Nov 2022  
 

Royal Philatelic Society of Cape Town, at Atenaneum at 14:00 on 2nd and 4th Mondays of month. 

5 Nov  2022 Cape Stamp Fair - . 

14 Nov 2022 Library Day at Atenaneum. 

28 Nov 2022   
 

Stellenbosch Philatelic Society, La Clémence, Webersvallei Rd, Stellenbosch at 19:00 on 1st Tuesday 

of month.   

 1 Nov 2022 Show, Tell & Ask; Letters Q and R; Kraai van Niekerk exhibits Union ships. 
 

Walker Bay Stamp Club, at the Hermanus Bowling Club/Kleinmond Public Library at 17:30 on 1st 

Monday of month.  As allowed by the present restrictions for the virus.  
 

Thematics SA (WC Chapter), at Church Hall, DRC Vallei, c/o Postma and St Andrews Strs, Oakdale, 

Bellville 09:30. 

 5 Nov 2022  

  

CAPE STAMP FAIR Church Hall, DRC Vallei, c/o Postma and St Andrews Streets, Oakdale, 

Bellville at 08:30 until 12:30.  

5 Nov 2022  

 

PHILATELIC TERMS: M-10 
Bibliography:   McKay, James, Philatelic Terms Illustrated, Stanley Gibbons Publications, Ringwood, 2003. 
                      Nováček, Jiři, Guide to Stamp Collecting, Chartwell Books Inc, New Jersey, 1989. 
          Smith, Anna H. (Ed), The language of stamp collecting, Johannesburg Public Library, 1959.  
          Wood, Kenneth A. (Ed), This is Philately, Van Dahl Publications, Albany, 1982  
          Graham, Harold T. (Ed), A Glossary of Philatelic Terms, Philatelic Congress of Great Britain, 1951 
          Wikipedia Encyclopaedia at www.wikipedia.com 
 

Meter Stamp 

Despite the diversity of designs, meter stamps (or indicia) all 

have a set of common elements. These elements are: a) 

Somewhere in the design the name of the country will 

always be shown; b) The amount of postage paid is always 

indicated; c) There is a town mark (the legal equivalent of a 

postmark) which indicates the name of the town in which it is mailed, as well as the day, 

month and year of mailing; d) A serial or meter number, which is generally preceded or 

followed by a letter (or letters) or a word that indicates the manufacturer of that particular 

meter; and e) In addition to the meter stamp there will often appear a slogan portion 

located to the left of the meter stamp. They are known as meter slogan by collectors and 

postmark ad by the manufacturers. This may bear a commercial or public service 

message, often with a pictorial element. These meter stamp slogans are often a fruitful 

and strangely neglected field by thematic collectors. 

 

M.G. 

http://www.wikipedia.com/
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Stamps of Argentina overprinted with the letters M.G. were for official use by the Ministry of 

Finance. 

  

Meter Stamp Collecting 

Apart from the thematic aspect, which is more related 

to the slogan portion of the total impression than to just 

the meter stamp, the metered material can be 

collected in several ways. Firstly, a collector can collect 

them according to the identifying letter (or letters) of the 

manufacturer, e.g. PB for Pitney Bows, NCR for National 

Cash Register, etc. These can be further sorted according to recognizable variations, using 

a meter catalogue. In the USA the Simon Walsh United States Postage Meter Stamp 

Catalogue is regularly used. There are three generally recognized rules for the collection 

of meter stamps: a) do not cut to size, b) do not cut the town mark (the circular date 

stamp) from the indicium (the stamp portion containing the denomination), and c) do not 

cut through the slogan. There are currently no condition standards as with adhesive post 

stamps, but a  good, sharp, readable impression is necessary, although most collectors will 

take the best available and constantly try to upgrade.  

 

M.H. 

Stamps of Argentina overprinted with the letters M.H. were for official use by 

the Ministry of the Interior. 

 

Michel Catalogue 

The Michel Catalogue is published in Germany and is the catalogue most widely used in 

that country and by collectors of German area of philately. It is also the catalogue series 

most often used be German-speaking collectors, whatever country they collect. 

 

Middle Congo 

The Middle Congo became a French colony in 1910 and was formed 

from a portion of French Congo that had been Chad and Ubangi-Shari. 

Stamps inscribed MOYEN CONGO were used until 1937, when Middle 

Congo was grouped with Gabon as French Equatorial Africa. It 

eventually became part of the Congo People’s Republic with capital city Brazzaville. 

 

Middle East Forces 

Stamps of Great Britain were overprinted M.E.F. for use in ex-Italian colonies 

occupied during WW2. Areas in which these stamps were used included 

Cyrenaica, Dodecanese Islands, Eritrea, Italian Somaliland and Tripolitania. 

From the mid-1950s, these stamps were also valid to prepay postage in 

Great Britain. Because of this, collectors purchasing used copies at 

seemingly bargain prices should be sure that the stamps do not bear British 

cancellations, since these are less desirable although less expensive. 

 

Migratory Bird Hunting Stamps 

These are commonly known as duck stamps, and are US 

revenue stamps that must be purchased from a post office, 

affixed to bird hunting licence, and signed by hunters over 16 

years of age. The first such stamp was issued in 1934 following 

the passage of the Migratory Bird Hunting Stamp Act. This act 

was intended to provide funds from the sale of the stamps to 
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purchase wetlands and easements on private land to prevent drainage for other uses. In 

that way it was protecting the habitat of ducks, geese, and other water birds. These 

stamps are widely considered to be the most attractive of all revenue or postage stamps 

issued by the US. They are large stamps (1.82 inches horizontally by 1.21 inches vertically), 

and each year they reproduce the winning design in an annual competition. In 1934 

635 000 stamps were issued, and this rose to 2 248 394 in 1976, and 5 000 000 in 2022. At first 

these stamps had a denomination of $1, but this had risen to $7.50 in 1980-1, and $15 in 

2022. From the 1946 stamp, an inscription has been applied to the back with various 

messages, e.g. Sign your duck stamps. As these stamps are printed on pre-gummed 

paper, these inscriptions are printed over the gum. Until 19569, duck stamps were printed 

in a single colour, but since then these stamps are produced on the Giori multi-colour 

press, and now their combination of attractive colours and magnificent engraving has 

rendered these stamps even more beautiful. 

 

M.I. 

Stamps of Argentina overprinted with the letters M.I. were for official use by the 

Ministry of Justice and Instruction. 

 

Mihon 

This term describes a specimen stamp of Japan and Ryukyu Islands. It takes the 

form of an overprint comprising three characters that vary in style, spacing and 

colour. The mihons of the Ryukyu Islands existed for the period 1961 to 1965, 

except for a brief period in 1964. Japanese mihons are distributed to gain 

publicity for the stamp issue and are sent out with an information leaflet that 

describes the stamp and its purpose and gives technical information. The quantity of 

mihons prepared has grown from a few hundred just after WW2 to an estimated 60 000 to 

70 000 some forty years later. 

 

Military Postal Express Service (M.P.E.S.) 

When the US entered WW1 in 1917, the US Post Office Department operated the Army Post 

Office including the various aspects of handling mail to and from the troops. Before long 

the Military Postal Express Service came into being, and the US Army began to operate 

the postal service. 

 

Military Stamp 

Military stamps have been issued by several countries either to frank mail of 

men serving in their military forces or to indicate that no charges are to be 

levied on such mail. The first military stamps appeared to have been a set 

issued in 1898 by Turkey. They are unusual octagonal-shaped stamps and 

were intended for use by Turkish forces occupying Thessaly. Danmark issued 

military stamps during WW1 overprinted S.F. (meaning Soldater 

Frimaerk). France has issued regular stamps overprinted F.M. (meaning 

Franchise Militaire), and also utilised specially designed stamps 

including an attractive one depicting the French flag. Finland is another 

country that has issued military stamps, and these comprise specially 

designed items usually inscribed KENTTAPOSTIA or similar. Military stamps 

were issued for Syria beginning in 1942, when the Vichy regime was eliminated and Syria 

was liberated by British and Free French forces. These were followed in 1943 by semi-postal 

and airmail stamps including a souvenir sheet. Military stamps (qualifying as such) without 

question came in profusion from (of all places) peaceful Switzerland. These are really 
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labels issued to Swiss servicemen to indicate their mail is not to be assessed postage 

charges. These are just a few examples of countries issuing military stamps. 

 

Military Reply Stamps 

A military reply stamp is one sent by a member of the armed forces to a 

correspondent to be used to frank, completely or partially a reply. Sweden 

used such stamps from 1929, with the last being issued in 1951. The 

gummed stamps were affixed below the flap of the free military envelope 

used by the soldier, sailor or airman for his letter. The recipient removed 

and used the stamp to frank a reply. It was valid for the domestic postal rate. The Facit 

Catalogue lists 11 main types with several varieties.  
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