CAPE TOWN RAILWAY
The Wellington line via Eerste River and Paarl was completed by November 1863 and the first train left Cape Town on 4 November at 09:30
A second set of parcel stamps were issued in 1868

Large scroll letters “CTR"” in the background with the figures of value in “Fancy” font
Corner ornaments present as well as a ‘lozenge’ ornament type printed above and below value figures
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. Cover front endorsed O.H.M.S. with a cds of Paarl stn, the office of origin,
SurrLERmE;FAN. 16, 1684 THE ILLUSTRATED LONDON NEWS L (-’_5__ dated 13 May 1872 and arrival cds of Cape Town Colony dated 13 May 1872

OPENING OF THE CAPE TOWN AND WELLINGTON RAILWAY : ARRIVAL OF THE FIRST TRAIN AT WELLINGTON STATION.

Original wood engraved print images from a rare, retained copy of “The Illustrated London News"” of 16 January 1864



CAPE GOVERNMENT RAILWAY — 1873 TO 1910

The 1871 discovery of diamonds in Kimberly, and a subsequent diamond rush, gave momentum to the development of the railways. In 1872 the Cape Prime Minister presented plans for a huge network to connect the main
ports to the interior, the diamond fields and other provinces

Purchase of all existing lines were implemented that gave rise to the founding of the Cape Government Railway (CGR) in 1873
CGR stationary was designed and printed together with new parcel stamps
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Two unique accepted De La Rue essays drawn on tracing paper in pen and ink

The eventual stamp design was in ‘portrait’ format rather than the ‘landscape’
format of the essay
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CGR stationary form T. 119 - Goods Delivered to Carriers. No date and station completed but most probably

late 1880’s




CAPE GOVERNMENT RAILWAY - 1873 TO 1910
The rough usage to which parcels were put make it almost impossible to acquire fine used copies of these stamps

New parcel stamps were printed and issued in 1876
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CGR form T. 80 — Receipt note — for goods to be forwarded in this instance from Willowmore station to Baroda station issued dated 19 June 1891



CAPE GOVERNMENT RAILWAY — 1873 TO 1910

WESTERN LINE
After its establishment in 1873 the CGR took over existing railways in the Cape altogether consisting of 63 route miles of track from Cape Town via Stellenbosch to Wellington and via Salt River to Wynberg

It was decided to extend the line from Wellington westward through the Hex River Valley and construction begun in 1873
In 1877 the Railway Engineer submitted a report that progress on the line was satisfactory and that some 90 km (56 miles) had been completed. Later that year the railhead reached Touws River and Beaufort West in 1878

The Western System was the primary route from which the Cape Government extended its control over the Cape Colony and at a later stage, territories to the north

Parcel stamps and stationery for the exclusive use on this Western line was printed in 1877
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Letter bearing an oval Hottentots Holland date stamp dated 4 July 1876 from where it was sent to Stellenbosch.
It also carries a Eerste River Station Cape Colony transit cds with date 4 July 1876 and an arrival Stellenbosch
Cape Colony cds dated 4 July 1876 — rated rare

CGR Western Railways Traffic Department — Delivery note issued at Baroo station on 29
November 1890



A new set of five parcel stamps were printed in 1882

CAPE GOVERNMENT RAILWAY (CGR) — 1873 TO 1910

Before 1909 parcel stamps issued by the various administrations in South Africa was larger than these issued thereafter, and the stamps were affixed to the parcel itself. It was about this time that it was decided to rather affix

stamps to the waybill

In‘this regard clause 293(a) of the 1896 CGR's regulations stipulate that stamps must be affix to the right-hand top corner of the parcel and effectively defaced.
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Large scroll letters "CRS" in the background with the figures of value
in “normal” font

Corner ornaments present as well as a ‘lozenge’ type ornament printed
above and below value figures

Perimeter of sheets were not perforated
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CGR form T 123 — Goods Consignment Note — for goods to be forwarded to Port Elizabeth with date 2 July 1908



CAPE GOVERNMENT RAILWAY - 1873 TO 1910

Expansion
In 1872 government planned new northward lines from the three ports of Cape Tawn, Port Elizabeth and East London towards Kimberley and the developing wealth of the inland to connect these with the country’s ports

The three lines became known as the “Cape Western”, “"Cape Midland” and "Cape Eastern” lines respectively. They were intended to bring the towns of southern Africa's vast hinterland into direct railway connection with
the country's ports, thus driving the development of the interior and bullding an export acanamy.

The Cape Western Line overcome the barrier of steep mountain ranges, which was overcame by 1876, This year also see the building of o new station for Cape Town and over the next few years the line was rapidly extended
through the Karoo desert to Kimberley via Beaufort West and De Aar and beyond

The Cape Midland Line was begun in 1872, when the Cape Government taok over the rudiomentary and incomplete line of the Port Elizaboth and Uitenhage Railway Company. However building accelerated massively over the
next few years, with twin lines reaching northwards to Graaff-Reinet, and eastwards to Grahamstown. These connected with the Cape Wastern Line at De Aar and thus to Kimberley.

The Cape Eastern Line was built partially to serve the frontier, and its netwaork of silitary farts. The port of Fast London was likewise chosen partly for strategic reasons, being the closest port to the frontier for landing
and transporting troops. The line was begun in 1873, when the Prime Minister tuening the Best spades for both the East London Barbour and the Fastern Railway Line on 20 August 1873. Though frontier wars disrupted construc-

tion from time to time, the line reached Queenstown in 1880
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CAPE GOVERNMENT RAILWAY - 1873 TO 1910
Expansion
After 1876 the Western line was rapidly extended through the Karoo to reach Kimberley in 1885 via Beaufort West and De Aar

Cecil John Rhodes had the idea of a “Cape to Cairo” railway line and the CGR was instructed to extend the line to Vryburg, which was achieved by December 1880. The Bechuanaland Railway Company Ltd was formed in
1893 to extend the line from Vryburg to Mafeking and onwards
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cachet "KIMBERLEY & BECHUANALAND RAILWAY” must have been the Protectarsts 2disiEmps

much-favoured forerunner ideal of the line that was started in 1893 earcelladiat Mahalsmye

Siding on 31 January 1902

Correctly franked registered letter
from Bloemfontein to Bulawayo,
Southern Rhodesia, on 24 July 1900
with Bulawayo back stamp dated 29
July 1900

The letter was sent after annexation
of the OVS and franked with three
non-overprinted “VRI"” 3d OVS
stamps

Travelled by train from Bloemfontein
to Naauwpoort where it boarded the
Midland TPO “Up” to its destination

For "Imperial Transport
Service” see page

—— )

Travel permit issued by the Staff Officer & Provost Marshall at
the Orange River Military Base to allow the bearer to travel to
Bulawayo, Southern Rhodesia on 2 February 1907 and back
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Towards 1909 a new set of parcel stamps were issued by the CGR. The New Central Cape Railway (NCCR) — see next page — that remain in service, used these stamps until 1925 when it was absorbed into the South African

Railways, fifteen years after the formation of the SAR

I
LA}!‘J’&' X J
fhcELs sthge| ,

Za)| "*!! |

. LLU’ 4l {
RRCELS STAM

v G A

/\‘A_!"

:; >

Set of 10 specimens stamps that was issued before 1909

CAPE GOVERNMENT RAILWAY - 1873 TO 1910
Since the early 1900's the tendency started to attach the stamps to the waybill instead of the parcel
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New Cape Central Railway, Limited.
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NCCR Memorandum dated 18 October 1906 from Stationmaster Ashton to the effect that parcels to stores are carried
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