


 The Quetzaltenango area was part of the region that formed 

the ephemeral state of Los Altos. The western region of 

present-day Guatemala had shown intentions of obtaining 

greater autonomy with respect to the authorities of 

Guatemala City since colonial times, since the local Creoles 

considered that the capital Creoles who had a commercial 

monopoly with Spain did not give them fair treatment. Thus, 

his representative in the Cortes of Cádiz requested the 

creation of an administration in Los Altos, governed by its 

own authorities. The advent of the independence of Central 

America somewhat canceled this possibility, but the 

separatism of the Altenses endured. After the dissolution of 

the First Mexican Empire and the consequent separation of 

the United Provinces of Central America, Los Altos continued 

to seek its separation from Guatemala. There were two 

conditions that were favorable to the pretensions of the 

Creole elite of Altense: the creation of a legal framework in 

the Central American constitution for the formation of new 

states within the territory of the republic and the arrival in 

the government of the liberal federalists, headed by 

Francisco Morazan. The area of Los Altos, which included 

Totonicapán, was populated mainly by indigenous people, 

who had maintained their ancestral traditions and their 

lands in the cold highlands of western Guatemala. 

Throughout the colonial period there had been revolts 

against the Spanish government.9 After independence, the 

local mestizos and criollos favored the liberal party, while 

the indigenous majority was in favor of the Catholic Church 

and, therefore, conservative. 

 

HISTORIC QUETZALTENANGO 

1. The Post Office in Quetzaltenango 

Types of correspondence and services used in the department. 

2. The President 

The character and his work. 

3. Transportation and Banking 

By land, sea and air; the finances. 

4. Illustrious Characters 

Doctors, sculptors, painters, writers and athletes 

5. The Department 

His shield, natural beauty, his religiosity and his costumes. 
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