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DISORDER ON THE RAND 

SUNDAY 12 MARCH - The rebellion is crushed 

Government forces were finally ready to take the offensive 

The Air Force, established on 1 February 1920, was deployed on its first operational duty – to suppress internal dissent – and bombarded the strikers’ strongholds as well as providing reconnaissance flights and information 

of the situation on the ground 

At 06h30 in Benoni, combined military and Police members under Lieutenant Colonel Burne linked up with the 1st SA Mounted Rifles 

and two Police units near Dunswart Station. On their advanced towards Benoni, they came under heavy fire from the Dunswart Iron 

and Steel Works where a large force of strikers was entrenched 

The government forces, under Lieut.-General van Deventer, shelled the position heavily, and detached the strikers who 

disappeared, seeking the safety of their homes in the town 

The forces pursued their advance along Main Reef Road, sustaining losses due to sniping from roadside gardens and roofs of 

nearby houses 

Then, military airplanes arrived under command of the Director of Air Services, Colonel Pierre van Ryneveld 

They circled around the town, descended flying low over the town and dropping bombs on the Trades Hall 

Unfortunately, the bombs were distributed over a considerable area, damaging property and lives 

The commandos struck back, fired many shots at them and an observer in one plane, Captain Carey Thomas was shot dead during 

one of these maneuvers  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

By 12:30 the relieving forces had marched out of Benoni and advanced to Brakpan, without opposition. By 14:30 Brakpan was in Van 

Deventer’s hands and the process of rounding up the strikers began  

The revolt on the East Rand was for all practical purposes over 

On Monday 13th the Government forces occupied Benoni, and General van Deventer's first act was to proclaim regulations under 

Martial Law, inter alia restricting movement of persons by means of vehicles, night permits and travelling permits 

The occupation continued for some days until all those believed to have taken part in the revolution, and also those who were         

suspected of murder and related offences, were under arrest 
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Fitted with one 230 h.p. Siddeley Puma engine 

 

 
 

 

 

Cover of Official letter addressed to the Director, Air Services, Aerodrome dated 14 March 1922 bearing the signature of  

Colonel Pierre van Ryneveld as acknowledgement of receipt 
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DISORDER ON THE RAND 

MONDAY 13 MARCH 

Government made use of this advantage and issued an Official Information leaflet in which they gave an overview of the Government 

Forces successes over the Revolutionaries. The leaflet was dropped 

from an airplane all over the Rand on the evening of 12 March and    

carried in the press on 13 March 

In Johannesburg the striker’s position on Brixton Ridge, was the 

focus point of the Armed Forces’ operations. A half a dozen   

airplanes operated on these positions and with no middle-class 

property endangered, as was the case in Benoni, the Air Force 

planes could operate with impunity 

Artillery bombardment proceeded at the same time, but the position 

was stubbornly defended, and only given up after terrible losses 

Two companies of the Durban Light Infantry (DLI) approaching via the 

Johannesburg Country Club, relieved the Police on the ridge without   

suffering any losses 

The commandos - demoralized by the advancing troops, shelling from 

the artillery, and bombing by the air force - either surrendered or fled 

More than 2 000 prisoners were taken and sent to interim prison              

enclosures around town and casualties on both sides were temporarily 

buried at Milner Park 

Following this successful advance, Lieutenant Colonel Thackeray              

established his headquarters at the Johannesburg Country Club in       

preparation for attacking the striker stronghold at the Fordsburg  

Market Square 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Headlines of the Diamond field Advertiser of 13 March 1922 
regarding the information published by Defence 

Headquarters on 12 March 
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DISORDER ON THE RAND 

TUESDAY 14 MARCH  

Shortly after daybreak, a military aeroplane dropped thousands of pamphlets over Fordsburg, warning all well-disposed civilians to evacuate the area before 11h00 to an emergency camp at Milner Park 

The assault was almost due to be launched when an envoy from the strikers’ headquarters reached General Beves asking for terms, only to be told to surrender unconditionally 

At 11:00, one field gun of the Artillery commenced firing from Sauer Street, its observer placed on the roof of The Corner House. The remaining two artillery pieces fired from Brixton Ridge 

 

For seventy minutes almost 140 shrapnel shells rained 

down on Fordsburg, until the order to cease fire was given 

for fear of injuring captive policemen held in the Market 

Square building 

 

The Durban Light Infantry (DLI) advanced on Fordsburg 

from the north with the Transvaal Scottish approaching 

from the north-east 

 

Lieutenant Colonel Godley’s force attacking from the      

south-east and south that consisted of Police and special 

Police also had a “baby tank” (Whippet), which broke 

down in the Fordsburg Subway 

 

The strikers nevertheless found its appearance unnerving 

 
 

 

 

 

 

The DLI entered a bottle 

store with frosted windows 

directly opposite the 

square and placing a    

Vickers machine gun in the 

shop 

They commenced firing at 

point blank range at the 

surprised strikers in the 

trenches and Trades Hall 
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DISORDER ON THE RAND 

TUESDAY 14 MARCH  

A bayonet charge then carried the square and inside the Market Square building they found the bodies of the two communist leaders, Fisher and Spendiff, both seemingly had committed suicide leaving a joint signed note:  

“March 14, 1922. I died for what I believed to be right, The Cause” 

Also found in the building were policemen held captive there following the surrender of the Langlaagte Police Station on Saturday 11 March 

 

 

Documents were found indicating a 

“Red” campaign for the seizure of 

Johannesburg as well as an 

execution and assassination list of 

the most prominent people in the 

Transvaal 

In the afternoon, Fordsburg fell to 

the government and by 14:00 the 

market square was secure and         

although sporadic sniping continued, 

Fordsburg was again occupied by the 

Government  

The captive strikers were marched 

off to the old Wanderers ground, next 

to the Johannesburg Railway Station, 

where they were screened and       

either formally charged and               

imprisoned or released 
 

The revolt on the Witwatersrand was crushed 
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DISORDER ON THE RAND 

From 15 to 19 March, government troops started to fine-combed and cleared areas of snipers and did house-to-house searches of premises belonging to the revolutionaries, making many arrests 

On March 16, the Union Defence Headquarters issued a press statement that the revolt had been a social revolution organized by Bolshevists, international socialists, and communists 

On 17 March, 16 rebels were arrested, and 200 rifles captured at Alberton where a large contingent of revolutionaries were located  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

At midnight on 17 March 1922, the SAIF called the strike off and government gained control, restored law 

and order, and declared it over from midnight on 18 March 

Strikers anxiously reported for work hoping to find out that their jobs had been held open for them. Many found                

themselves rejected because of their activities during the revolt 

Almost 3 000 mine workers were left unemployed due to a review of the mine’s labour force and their refusal 

to take back militant strikers. Even those who retained their jobs were subjected to lower earnings - In many 

ways, this was a rather sad end to the strike 

Two incidents, labelled as atrocities, occurred on 16 March placing the Transvaal Scottish Regiment and         

government in poor light 

- W E Dowse, a member of the Rosettenville striker committee was arrested at his house for allegedly molesting 

a Mrs. Adams, the wife of a scab worker. While he was taken to their headquarters, Dowse allegedly tried to 

escape and was shot and killed by two soldiers 

- Hanekom brothers and M W Smith, the three brothers and Smith were arrested by the Transvaal Scottish 

in connection with the cutting of telephone wires and concealing arms and ammunition, which they denied 

They were taken down a secluded valley south of Rosettenville to point out possible hidden arms caches. There, 

all four were shot and killed while also allegedly trying to escape 

There is a lingering suspicion this was in retaliation for the casualties suffered at the Dunswart Crossing and 

Brixton Ridge, although the subsequent commission of enquiry exonerated the regiment 
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DISORDER ON THE RAND 

On 17 March Rand Mines Ltd informed mine management of the end of the strike as it is reported in the press and arrangements for extra labour, if needed 

Normal activities on the gold mines could resume after 67 days of striking and insurrection and mine managers were constantly informed of administration responsibilities 

The second letter from the Native Recruiting Corporation, Ltd. to all mine managers informed them that the Commissioner of Police has requested that rifles and ammunition issued in January should be returned to the 

Quartermaster, SA Police Central Barracks, Johannesburg 
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DISORDER ON THE RAND 

The Defence Force, on 24 March, started demobilization of the troops and issued such orders to soldiers 

An interesting aspect is that incidents of victimisation were reported by mine workers against ex-striking workers. On 25 March, the Chamber of Mines send a circular to Mine owners to prevent this and to act against culprits  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



32 
 

DISORDER ON THE RAND 

On 23 March, Rand Mines informed its affiliates that all employees who joined any of the Defence Forces during the rebellion, are entitled to their normal remuneration in addition to any payments received from government  

Modderfontein East Mine returned the rifles and ammunition, 13 cartridges short,  to the SA Police on 25 March for which they received an acknowledgement of receipt 

The severity of the action is realized from 

the heavy casualty roll 

According to the Report of the Martial Law 

Inquiry Judicial Committee fatalities of the 

strike and armed revolt comprised a total of 

153 lives: 

- 43 soldiers 

- 29 policemen 

- 11 revolutionaries 

- 28 suspected revolutionaries and  

- 42 civilians. 

A further 534 people were wounded:        - 

133 soldiers 

- 86 policemen 

- 45 revolutionaries 

- 73 suspected revolutionaries and  

- 197 civilians  

After the revolt was quelled, 4 692 men, 62 

women and 4 children, were detained for 

questioning 

853 people, including 9 women, were charged 

with various contraventions, from murder and 

treason to minor infringements of martial law 

regulations. 

46 people were charged with murder and 18 

were sentenced to death 

Only four namely, CC Stassen, SA (Taffy) 

Long, Herbert K Hull and David Lewis were 

executed between 5 October and 17 Novem-

ber 1922 

 
Vehement public protests against their hanging forced the government to backtrack and instead recommend compassion 

to the Governor General, for the remaining fourteen 

 

The Rand Revolt was a catastrophe that inflicted suffering on a broad spectrum of the community 

It cost many lives and millions of pounds, 15 000 men were put out of work and gold production slumped long 

afterwards 
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DISORDER ON THE RAND 

After government gained control and law and order was restored, General Smuts, Prime Minister, and Colonel Mentz, Minister of Defence, made an effort to personally thank the Military, Police and Active Citizen Force for their 

splendid duties  
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DISORDER ON THE RAND 

On 19 March, a memorial service was held for the men who lost their lives  
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This presentation was put together with material owned by two ardent stamp collectors, André du Plessis RDPSA and Dr Jim 

Findlay RDPSA. 

It is hoped that the presentation, which is rather an outline of events and in no way complete, assisted the observer to get a 

basic knowledge and better understanding of the 1922 White Mine Workers Strike. 

We accept that the emphasis could not always been correctly placed and, we have as far as we could, endeavored to refrain 

from derogatory terms as commonly used in writings of the time.    

We would also encourage and invite comments and feedback on the topic. 

 

André du Plessis    Jim Findlay 

 083 399 1755                                  079 141 2364 

     andredupfs@gmail.com    agrecon.rsa@gmail.com 

 

 

Family Grave site of Marais Family, where Pieter Marais was 

buried in the Brixton Cemetery (SJ de Klerk) (see page 24) 

 

 

Braamfontein Cemetery, Johannesburg 
 

Braamfontein Cemetery, Johannesburg 

(see page 24) 

 

 

 

Rynsoord Cemetery, Brakpan 

 Rynsoord Cemetery, Brakpan 

Annie died of a stray bullet that hit 

her in the head (Benoni) 

 

 

 

 

Rynsoord Cemetery, Brakpan 
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