PO Box 528 Florida Hills 1716
Meeting Venue: Country Club Johannesburg, Napier Road, Auckland Park

NEWSLETTER No. 334
8 December 2021: Invited Presenter
Dear Members
The sixteenth meeting of the Society after the introduction of the Covid-19 lock-down in March
2020 in South Africa was held at the Auckland Park venue of the Country Club Johannesburg
on 8 December 2021. The Corona-19 virus lock-down level remained in Level 1.
The closing time for the gates at both Auckland Park and Woodmead sections was 22h30. Thus
future meetings at either venue would start at 19h00 and end at 21h30, thus providing sufficient
time for a normal meeting and sufficient time to reach home before the curfew.
1. CORONAVIRUS UPDATE
On the date of the meeting, some 3 071 064 persons had been infected with the Covid-19 in
South Africa and a total of 90 038 had succumbed due to the virus. The recovery rate now was
standing at about 93%. There were 113 060 active cases of which 546 cases were serious or
critical.
The high rate of infections being experienced with the Omicron variant had not been
experienced since the pandemic started many months ago. Some 19 842 infections had been
reported on the day of the meeting. The SA Medical Research Council has disclosed evidence
that this variant was less severe than the Delta variant, but was far more transmissible.
Vaccinations for children and teenagers had commenced. Data from one area, hard-hit by the
Omicron variant, had shown a high number of hospital admissions of infants under 2 years old,
raising concerns that the variant may pose risks to young children.
As in December 2021, some 37% of the South African adult population, had been fully
vaccinated. This was far below expectations.
The Covid-19 Lock-down State of Disaster was set to expire on 15 December 2021, but in
view of the rapid rise in the fourth wave of the Omicron variant, it was sure that it would be
extended.
Wearing of mask and social distancing in public places were still compulsory.
2. LONDON 2020/2022.
This major exhibition would be held at the Business Design Centre in Islington in London from
19 to 26 February 2022. The South African commissioner would be Pat Flanagan, assisted by
his daughter.

2

3. CAPE TOWN 2021 INTERNATIONAL STAMP EXHIBITION.
This exhibition would be held in the Cape Town International Conference Centre (CTICC)
under FIP patronage from 8 to 12 November 2022. Information on the Exhibition could be
obtained at https://capetown2022.org/.
As outlined in the November Newsletter, the National Commission for the exhibition would
be Ian Matheson. He could be contacted on ian@cdi.biz. Entry forms must be received by the
National Commissioner no later than 15 May 2022.
Shortly all members would be receiving 4 documents for the exhibition – the literature entry
form, an IREX document (Individual Regulations for the Exhibition), the Cape Town Newsletter
No. 2 and an exhibition entry form.
AFFILIATION FEES AND SOCIETY SUBSCRIPTIONS FOR 2022.

4.

The PFSA has introduced a new system for affiliation of members. The Federation affiliation
fee for 2022 has been increased from R70 to R100 and every affiliated member, would receive
a free digital copy of the SA Philatelist. Once affiliated, the member could pay the additional
cost for a hard copy of the magazine, plus postage, at risk due to the inefficiency of the South
African Post Office. He or she would also receive a digital version of the magazine. The Wits
subscription for 2022 would remain at R300 for the year (as in 2021) to pay for running of the
Society, administration costs and snacks, beverages and drinks for those who attend the
meetings. Nikki Espley-Jones would be sending out invoices for 2022 to all members within the
next few days.
5. ZOOM MEETINGS
Members of the Society had been invited to join the Zoom
meetings arranged by the Philatelic Society of Johannesburg
and the Pretoria Philatelic Society on 17th and 18th
November 2021 respectively. Some 13 WPS home and
away members joined the meeting on 17th December and 4
on 18th December. Unfortunately, power shedding of the
electricity supply occurred in certain areas on both days,
thus interfering with their viewing.
6. PRESIDENT’S EVENING ON 6 DECEMBER 2021
As stated earlier, the sixteenth meeting of the Society after the introduction of the Covid-19
lockdown in South Africa in March 2020 was held in the Ball Room at the Auckland Park Venue
on Wednesday, 8 December 2021, at 19h00. This was the President’s Evening with a
presentation by a superb and experienced historic presenter, followed by a cocktail party.
i.

Welcome
Twenty two members and visitors attended the meeting and eleven dined in the Club
Room before the meeting.
Once again, the honorary secretary, Nikki Espley-Jones, sent out a reminder about the
meeting to members living within a few kilometres of the Club.
The President welcomed the Distinguished Philatelist present, being Jim Findlay, Ian
Matheson and Paul van Zeyl (We had not seen Paul at a meeting for a year or two). He
also welcomed some very important Philatelic Foundation and Federation big wigs,
namely Jim Findlay (President of the Philatelic Foundation), Peter Oppenheim (Vice
President for Region 1), Derek Roth (Treasurer of the PFSA) and Ian Matheson (Awards
Custodian).
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He welcomed Nikki Espley-Jones, an Honorary Member of the Society and Honorary
Secretary, and a very special welcome to Annie Hay, who was to give a historic
presentation that evening.
He then welcomed all other members and guests, including Wendy Gardiner, Carol
Morphet, Rosa Mathieson, Kathy van Zeyl, Lenie Schmidt and Micael Jacob.
Apologies were received from Peter van der Molen, Jill Redmond, Howard Green, André
du Plessis, Pat Flanagan, Gary Pienaar, Bruce Berry, Alastair Macduff, Denise Collie,
Don Collie, Janice Botes, David Chandler, Chris & Beate Carey, Francois Friend and
Robert Harm.
ii.

Dates for Meetings in 2022
Wednesday
Wednesday
Wednesday
Wednesday
Wednesday
Wednesday
Wednesday
Wednesday
Wednesday
Wednesday
Wednesday
Wednesday

iii.

12 January 2022
9 February 2022
9 March 2022
13 April 2022
11 May 2022
8 June 2022
13 July 2022
10 August 2022
14 September 2022
12 October 2022
9 November 2022
14 December 2022

One to Five Page Evening
Foreign Evening
Annual General Meting
Open Class Exhibit Evening
Favourite Cover/s
First Competitive Evening
Grand Challenge Match
Invitation to another Society
One Frame Evening
Second Competitive Evening
Invited Exhibitor
President’s Evening + Cocktail Party

General
Stamp Study Circle Meeting. The first study group meeting of 2022 at the Woodmead
Section of the Club would be held on Wednesday, 26 January 2022. The chairman for the
evening would be Herbie Schaffler.

iv.

Information
Ian Matheson advised that J-P Wharton-Hood, an ex-member of the Society, was admitted
to hospital on 07.12.2021 to undergo a liver transplant on 08.12 2021. His brother, Peter
Wharton-Hood, had made arrangements for a donor for J-P. Ian wished J-P a rapid and
healthy recovery.

v.

Invited Presenter
The invited presenter at the President’s evening was Annie Hay. Annie had given a number
of ancient and historic presentations to the Society over the years, mainly on the history
associated with the Middle East. These past presentations included:
o
o
o
o

The Cradle of Mankind in Mesopotamia;
Persia, the Pony Express;
Palmyra, where East meets West; and
The Lion-Hearted Ladies of Palmyra.

At the 2021 President’s Evening, Annie gave her fifth presentation at the Society, this time
on Ancient Egypt, the Pharaohs and their wives, entitled ‘Hunting for a Pharaoh about
Tutankhamun’s widow and her struggle to retain the crown’.
The Eighteenth Dynasty of Egypt (notated Dynasty XVIII, alternatively 18th Dynasty or Dynasty
18) is classified as the first dynasty of the New Kingdom of Egypt, the era in which ancient Egypt
achieved the peak of its power. The Eighteenth Dynasty spanned the period from 1550/1549 to
1292 BC.
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Tutankhamun & Ankhesenamun. She was widowed in her early twenties
The death of Tutankhamun, Pharaoh of the Two Lands + a
living god, left his young queen in a politically tricky
situation. The boy king was crowned when he was 8 or 9 and
died about 10 years later. His wife and half-sister,
Ankhesenamun, was a few years older than Tut, so she was
about 21 or 22 when she was widowed. A widowed queen
could only rule as regent for her son. Ankhesenamun was
childless, therefore she was unable to maintain power
alone. To remain on the throne, she needed a husband and
a pharaoh for Egypt.

Gold mask of Tutankhamun
,

There were 2 contenders for the position. Ay was a highly experienced elderly
politician and family relative, who had served the young couple’s father, Akhenaten,
and continued to advise Tutankhamun. Horemheb was a younger man and a
commoner, who was Tut’s head of foreign affairs and Commander-in-Chief of the
army. Neither was acceptable to the young queen. Ay had an adult son that posed
a risk to the queen’s status and Horemheb, although nominated by Tut as his
successor, was a commoner. As evidenced by the incestuous marriages of the late
18th Dynasty, this family was obsessed by royal bloodline and Ankhesenumn would
not marry a commoner.

The powerful vizier Ay
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As political factions plotted around her, Ankhesenamun sent an extraordinary letter to Egypt’s traditional enemy,
the Hittite king, Suppiluliuma I. She requested one of his 5 sons to become her husband and pharaoh of Egypt. If
her deal was accepted, she could end the wars between them and create a powerful Egyptian-Hittite alliance.
The capital of the Kingdom of the Hittites was Hattusa on the high central Anatolian plateau, east of Ankara (modern
Turkey). The powerful Hittite king controlled a
series of vassal states and was angling for more.
Both Egypt and the Hittites wanted to dominate
the rich city states spread along the coast of the
Levant. This on-going conflict makes the queen’s
letter all the more extraordinary. Her request
had the potential to change the course of Egypt’s
history. As it turned out, the events surrounding
Ankhesenamun’s letter have become a curious
footnote in history.

The Lion Gate at Hattusa
The Hittite king received Ankhesenamun’s letter in amazement and a high
degree of suspicion. His chamberlain was dispatched to Egypt to discover
the truth. On his return, and with many reassurances from the Egyptian
special envoy, Suppiluliuma finally agreed to send Prince Zannaza, his 4th son,
to Egypt. The idea of his son as
pharaoh of Egypt was too tempting
to refuse.

A Hittite king (from the Neo-Hittite period)
Horemheb, nominated by Tut to be his successor
In circumstances that remain a mystery, the young prince was murdered in the mountains en route to Egypt.
Suppiluliuma, distraught and furious, swore vengeance against Egypt. Suspicion fell
on Ay, but he denied it vociferously and there is no proof that he sent the assassin.
Horemheb also had motive, of course. A Hittite prince as a pharaoh would mean
the end of his ambition to take the crown.

Possibly the face of Ankhesenamun as the goddess Mut
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The Hittite king launched a fierce attack on
Egyptian territories in southern Syria, capturing
thousands of prisoners of war. They were marched
north, back to the Hittite capital of Hattusa. The
dreadful irony was that these prisoners brought a
plague with them – for the next 20 years the Hittite
kingdom was ravaged by disease, which decimated
the population.

Both Suppiluliuma + his son,

Arnuwanda, would die of the plague – which ended
the war with Egypt.

Hittite soldiers with their prisoners. Artist’s impression.
Mursili, the youngest boy, inherited the Hittite
crown and the official texts from his reign describe
the horror of the plague and his inability to protect
his people.
The fate of the young queen of Egypt is unknown.
She disappeared from the historical record. We can
speculate that when Ay became pharaoh, he
married Ankhesenamun, thus validating his claim to
the throne. She may have been dispatched to the
royal harem and forgotten. To date, her tomb has
not been found.
The Hittite royal citadel at Hattusa

Wadjet eye pectoral found on Tut’s mummy – it represents his body.
The vulture (left) symbolises Upper Egypt. The cobra (right) represents Lower Egypt.
Ankhesenamun’s letter had reaped a deadly harvest.
Enjoy the presentation.
Annie Hay - 8th December 2021
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The President asked if there were any comments and questions to Annie on the presentation. It
was amazing that at least 6 to 8 attendees had comments or questions. They all had some
comments about Egypt.
Paul van Zeyl even suggested that Annie should start preparing a talk for the 2022 President’s
Evening, entitled ‘Ancient Egypt Queens and their Husbands + Lovers’. This was to ensure that
both sexes receive equal treatment in this New Age.
7. COCKTAIL PARTY
The President then invited all attendees to participate in the cocktail party and enjoy the
delicious snacks from the kitchens of the Country Club and grab a drink or two from the full
bar.
8. CLOSING OF MEETING AND FESTIVAL WISHES
Once again Ian Matheson was asked to thank Annie Hay for a superb presentation. He
congratulated her on her talk on an extremely difficult subject dating back to 1 500 BC.
At 21h15 it became
obvious that attendees
had enjoyed enough to
eat and drink and were
eager to leave the Club
before the gates closed.
The President then
thanked the members
and their guests for
attending and wished
them a happy, merry
and blessed Christmas
and a prosperous New
Year.
He then wished our Jewish
members and their families a
happy and healthy Chanukah.
Bad News. A brief message
appeared on eNCA Channel 403 at
lunchtime
on
Thursday,
09.12.2021, that the Disaster
Management lock-down was to be
extended to 16 January 2022.
So long folks. We hope to see you at the first meeting in January 2022.

Herbie Schaffler

