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ARTICLES FOR THEMNEWS 

The next issue of ThemNews is dependent on articles being submitted. Most of the articles 

which appear in Thematics are sourced from a variety of available philatelic magazines; 

however, it would be wonderful to use more local articles. I have adjusted the newsletter 

to allow for local and longer articles. The request for articles remains as strong as ever. 

  
NOTICE TO READERS 

We have been advised by the Philatelic Federation of South Africa that: 

The Cape Town International Stamp Exhibition Organizing Committee has secured new 

dates with FIP from 8 to 12 November 2022.   

 

FROM THE EDITOR OF THEMATICS  
 

Dear Thematicists,  

 

Stamp collecting is the most wonderful hobby in the world. This is a statement I 

have made before, and pardon me for repeating this again and again. As far As I am 

concerned this is the truth. I attend the meetings of a number of clubs, and therefore see 

a wide variety of collections being shared by individual collectors. It never surprises me to 

see something new, something I have not seen before. This always delights me as I can 

use it to encourage existing collectors to continue collecting, and new enthusiasts to take 

up the hobby. What I find even more surprising is the way people decide which aspect of 

the hobby to tackle. It shows that our hobby has no bounds, and that the sky is the limit 

when deciding to collect. That also is a very important reason why I can always 

confidently say that the hobby cannot and will not wither and die. All the material which 

can be collected has already seen the light or has been issued. In 1987 the RSA issued a 

series of stamps to celebrate the Bible Society of South Africa. The 40 c stamp depicted   

The name of God, which was printed and distributed to some post offices. However, at 

the last possible moment the stamp was withdrawn. For many years the stamp was 

regarded as very scarce and demanded high prices, whether mint, used or on cover. 

With time the situation has changed, and the stamp is far more available than was the 

case. As I said, all the material which can be collected has already been issued. Lastly, it is 

time for membership to be renewed for 2022-23, and invoices will be sent shortly.       Editor           

 

THEMATIC MEETINGS / TEMATIESE BYEENKOMSTE           
 

*First Saturday of the month – The Pretoria Chapter meets at 10:00 in Greek Orthodox 

Church Hall, corner Lynwood Road and Roper Street, (opposite UP main gate).  

Contact: Helena Snyman 012-803-8922, 083-990-8953 or helena.snyman@gauteng.gov.za. 

  

*First Saturday of the month – The Western Cape Chapter meets at 09:30 in the Church Hall 

of the DR Church Bellville-Vallei, c/o Postma and St Andrews Street, Oakdale, Bellville.  

Contact:  Diederik Viljoen at 021-976-2661, 082-456-6653 or diederikaviljoen@gmail.com.  
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*Third Monday of the month – The KZN Chapter meets at 15:00 in St Matthews Parish Hall, 

115 Hesketh Drive, Hayfields, Pietermaritzburg.  

Contact: Aubrey Bowles 033-386-8912, 083-382-8308, aubrey.bowles45@gmail.com.  

 

STAMP FAIRS   

 

*First Saturday of the month – The Cape Stamp Fair @ DR Church Bellville-Vallei, c/o Postma 

and St Andrews Streets, Oakdale, Bellville, Cape Town.  Contacts:  Robbie Harm 082 925 

7103/Ken Joseph 072-597-1287. From 08:30 until 12:30. Please confirm the date of the next 

Stamp Fair, although reminders are sent via SMS/E-mail.  

 

*First Saturday of the month – Pretoria Stamp Fair @ Pretoria, Greek Orthodox Church, 

corner Lynwood Road and Roper Street, (opposite UP main gate) Contact: Paul van Zeyl 

at 012-329-2464 or paulvz@mweb.co.za.                          

 

*Second Saturday of the month – Kyalami Stamp Fair @ Kyalami Country Club, Maple 

Road, Kyalami from 09:00. Contact: Clinton Goslin at 083-272-9367 or 

atlasauctioneers@lantic.net.   

 

*Last Saturday of the month – Edenvale Stamp Fair @ Edenvale Bowling Club, 6th Avenue, 

Edenvale. Contact: Clinton Goslin at 083-272-9367 or atlasauctioneers@lantic.net.  Please 

check with Clinton first to make sure the Stamp Fair is on, although auction lists are 

normally sent in advance. 

*Last Saturday of the month – Sunbird Stamp Auction @ 1st Hillcrest Scout Hall, 16 Shortlands 

Road, Hillcrest from 08:00 until 13:00. Contacts: Kim and Carol Breytenbach.   

 

*Last Sunday of the month – Durban Stamp Fair @ Chantecler Hotel, 27 Clement Stott 

Street, Botha’s Hill, Durban. Contact: Bev McNaught-Davis at 031-904-1522 or 

mood@telkomsa.net.  
 

FACTS AND FEATS: THE POSTAL SERVICES 
 

Occupation stamps for use in various territories were subsequently issued by the North 

German Confederation to be used in Alsace-Lorraine and other parts of France. Between 

1873 and 1950 there have been many such issues in all parts of the world, not 

only during and after World War 1 and World War 2, but also at other times 

before, in between and after the many conflicts that took place worldwide. 

This includes the period 1900-02 when the British occupied the Orange Free 

State and the Transvaal. 

 

Official stamps for use on government correspondence were first prepared in 

1840. They consisted of the Penny Black with the letters VR (Victoria Regina) in 

the upper corners in place of the stars. The stamps were printed in April-May 

1840 but were never put into use and 3302 sheets out of the 3323 printed 

were destroyed on 25 January 1843. Of the balance of 21 sheets 13 were 

used to distribute specimens with notices to postmasters, and a few of these 

are known to have been removed from the notices and affixed to letters. Sir Rowland Hill 

himself used several of these VR Penny Blacks for experiments with various forms of 

obliteration. Instead government departments used ordinary stamps and postal stationary, 

though latterly these stamps were perforated with a crown and the initials of the 
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department. Britain did not issue stamps overprinted for departmental use 

until 1882. This practice continued until March 1904, when the practice was 

changed to Official Paid labels and stationary, machine postmarks and 

meter marks. Shortly before this time a number of stamps were overprinted 

for use of the Board of Education, but it was never officially issued but some 

specimens have survived in used condition. Only one is believed to be in 

private hands, making this one of the greatest rarities. 

 

The first country to have issued official stamps for actual use was Spain 

in July 1854. The stamps were printed in black on various coloured 

papers and bore the national coat of arms. No values as such were 

expressed, only weights (from half ounce to one pound) of the  

correspondence permitted for each stamp. The second series, with an 

oval frame, was issued 1 January 1855. Both sets were frequently 

forged. Other early users of official stamps were India (1866), South 

Australia (1868), the North German Confederation (1870), Denmark 

(1871), Iceland, Hyderabad, USA (1873), British Guiana, Italy and Luxembourg (1875). The 

official use of these stamps has been expressed in a large variety of ways and languages. 

 

The oddest inscription on official stamps is ARMENWET (Poor Law), found on 

Dutch stamps of 1921. They were intended for use on correspondence from 

local authorities administering the poor law. 

                                            “Facts and feats" is from Mackay, James, 1988. The 

Guinness Book of Stamps, Guinness Publishing Ltd, Enfield. 

Please note that the information used in this article may have changed since it was written 

– Ed 
 

THEMATICS AROUND THE COUNTRY 

 

Pretoria Chapter – 6 November 2021     

On a cloudy and cool Saturday in Pretoria our group met as usual at the Greek Orthodox 

Church in Lynnwood. We welcomed Marge Viljoen back after a lengthy absence due to 

Covid-19 restrictions. We were very pleased with the 8 people who attended and we 

caught up with news and happenings. Unfortunately John Kollen was unable to entertain 

us with his Space from a South African perspective but we hope we will see his exhibit 

soon. Helena showed her Deurloper stamps (we could not think of an English translation: 

continuous stamps (?) or storytelling series of stamps (?). Anyway, stamps that continues 

with the theme over perforations, without individual frame! We had a nice discussion on 

this type of stamps, depicting different stories, scenes in strips and in block and from all 

over the world. Hans felt that this type of “deurlopers” was first used by the Netherlands 

with their flag running through sets of stamps and therefore linking the stamps with a 

continuous theme.                    Helena Snyman  

 

MPS Chapter – 15 November 2021        

No report received.              Aubrey Bowles 

 

WC Chapter – 6 November 2021 

Another small turnout with Maureen Reeves, Reanie de Villiers, John Reeves and myself 

and then to our surprise Henk Geertsema paid us a visit. He is not well, but it was great 

seeing him again and hopefully he will be able to attend more meetings. Vrijstaat 2021 & 



Congress. Congratulations to Neil Cronjé, Joof van der Merwe and the Organising 

Committee for the excellent hosting of the above at Kopano Nokeng in Bloemfontein. 

On show was 5 Court of Honour exhibits, 43 competitive exhibits, 4 literature exhibits and 

12 local Junass exhibitors. Cape Town was well represented and the best exhibition was 

that of Dr Rosenberg with “A chronology of events relating to the Cape of Good Hope”. 

Pretty sure you will see it in Cape Town next November. Excellent results to Malcolm Suttill 

as well as Andrew McLaren (best first time exhibitor). Gawie Hugo received a large silver 

for his “Table Mountain as backdrop” and he will show it to us soon depending on work 

commitments. Including Gawie’s exhibit there were only 4 showing thematics or open 

class. Need I say more! Congratulation to Victor Millard who participated as junior judge. 

Topic of the Day: What a pleasure having Henk back. We left our agenda for another day 

and he took the floor rather irate at one of the Savpex thematic exhibits that was given a 

far too generous amount of points. He brought a copy with and showed us clearly what 

should have being taken into account when judging thematics. Rather informative to see 

and hear from someone who knows his subject and the finer points of thematic judging. 

We need more participants in thematic exhibits especially at big shows which will force 

the organising committees to adjust the judging panel to cater for thematics. A question is 

that how many of SA major judges (except the lady in CT) have we seen exhibit under 

thematics/open class in the last 5-10 years but they are expected to judge our work? So 

my point is, we must participate in a stronger manner to force the issue.  Diederik Viljoen 

 

TIMELINE – CEILING OF SISTINE CHAPEL OPEN TO PUBLIC 

On the 1 November 1512 the Sistine Chapel was open to the public for the very first time 

showing the enormous beauty created by men. The Sistine Chapel ceiling (Soffitto della 

Cappella Sistina), painted by Michelangelo between 1508 and 1512, is a cornerstone work 

of High Renaissance art. The ceiling is that of the Sistine Chapel, the large papal chapel 

built within the Vatican between 1477 and 1480 by Pope Sixtus IV, for whom the chapel is 

named. It was painted at the commission of Pope Julius II. The chapel is the location for 

papal conclaves and many other important services. The ceiling's various painted 

elements form part of a larger scheme of decoration within the Chapel, which includes 

the large fresco The Last Judgement on the sanctuary wall, also by Michelangelo, wall 

paintings by several leading painters of the late 15th century including Sandro Botticelli, 

Domenico Ghirlandaio and Pietro Perugino, and a set of large tapestries by Raphael, the 

whole illustrating much of the doctrine of the Catholic Church. Central to the ceiling 

decoration are nine scenes from the Book of Genesis, of which The Creation of Adam 

(pictured) is the best known, having an iconic standing equalled only by Leonardo da 

Vinci's Mona Lisa, the hands of God and Adam being reproduced in countless imitations. 

The complex design includes several sets of individual figures, both clothed and nude, 

which allowed Michelangelo to fully demonstrate his skill in creating a huge variety of 

poses for the human figure and which have provided an enormously influential pattern 

book of models for other artists ever since.  

                   International Society of World-Wide Stamp Collectors and Wikipedia  
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THE SCYTHIANS OF EASTERN EUROPE  
The Scythians, a nomadic people of Eurasia, ruled the Pontic steppe north of the Black 

Sea from about the seventh century B.C. to the third century A.D. They were also known as 

the Saka, and their name for themselves was the Iskuzai or Askuzai. Their language was 

from the Iranian branch of the Indo-Aryan languages. Some Eastern European nations, 

including the Ukrainians and Hungarians, see a kinship, if not direct descent, from the 

ancient Scythians. 

 
This Soviet 1966 4-kopeck stamp pictures a Scythian golden stag from the sixth century B.C. The stamp is 
from a set of five featuring treasures from the Hermitage in St. Petersburg, Russia. 
 

The stamp (left) shows a Soviet Union 4-kopeck stamp (Michel SU 

3313, Stampworld USSR 3104) picturing a Scythian golden stag from 

the sixth century B.C. The stamp is from a set of five featuring treasures from the Hermitage 

in St. Petersburg, Russia. The engraved stamp, which was issued 29 December 1966, is 

perforated gauge 12. Our primary source for information about the Scythians is the Greek 

historian and geographer Herodotus (circa 484 – circa 425 B.C.). The first 

to use modern historiographical methods, Herodotus is known as “the 

father of history.” 

 
Herodotus, known as “the father of history,” is commemorated on a Greek 2019 €1 stamp. The ancient Greek historian 
and geographer is our primary historical source on the Scythians. 
 

Herodotus was born in Halicarnassus, then part of the Persian Empire and 

now the city of Bodrum in Turkey. In gathering information about the 

Scythians, Herodotus journeyed to the Black Sea region, going as far as the Dnieper River. 

In addition to researching and writing about historical personages and events, he 

included a great deal of social, ethnographic and cultural background information. 

Although he included some mythic stories, much of Herodotus’ historical account has 

been confirmed by archaeological research. Pictured above right is a Greek €1 Herodotus 

stamp (Michel GR 3044, Stampworld Greece 2988). The stamp was issued 19 March 2019, 

in a set of five commemorating ancient Greek philosophers, writers and historians. The 

stamp was printed by lithography and is perforated gauge 13¾ by 14¼. Because much of 

the territory the Scythians inhabited lies within the Russian Federation, Russia has issued 

quite a few stamps depicting Scythian artefacts discovered in archaeological digs of 

Scythian burial mounds. 

 
The three 12-ruble stamps in this Russian Archaeology 
souvenir sheet issued in 2008 picture Scythian metal 
plates found in burial mounds in Russia. 
 

A Russian Archaeology souvenir 

sheet of three (Michel RU BL108, 

Stampworld Russia 1449-1451), 

shown left, was issued 25 March 

2008. The three 12-ruble stamps 

illustrate metal plates showing (left 

to right) a mythological beast, two oxen and a deer. Shown in the selvage of the sheet 

are Scythian burial mounds (known as kurgans) and stone burial markers. These mounds 

are found across the Eurasian steppe from the Black Sea to northern China. The artefacts 

depicted on the stamps date from the fourth century B.C. to the first century A.D. The 

souvenir sheet was printed by offset lithography and embossing on lacquer-coated 

paper. The perforations around the stamps are gauge 12½ by 12. Hungarians often claim 



descent from the Scythians. While the Scythians certainly ranged as far west as the 

Hungarian plain, the main argument against the Hungarians being 

descendants of the Scythians is linguistic. The Scythian language was 

Indo-Aryan, while the Hungarian language is Finno-Ugric. 

 
Figure 4. A Scythian iron bell from the sixth century B.C. is pictured on this Hungarian 2-forint stamp issued in 1977. 
 

A Scythian iron bell from the sixth century B.C. is shown on the 

Hungarian 2-forint stamp (left)(Michel HU 3209, Stampworld Hungary 

3232). The bell is topped by the figure of a deer. The stamp is from a set 

of four stamps and one souvenir sheet issued 3 September 1977. The 

stamp designs show treasures from the Hungarian National Museum. The stamps were 

printed by lithography and are perforated gauge 12. While linguistics is against the direct 

descent of the Hungarians from the Scythians, the cultural links are undeniable. The 

Hungarians seem to have adopted much of their social system and material culture from 

the Scythians. The horse figured greatly in Scythian life and culture. As nomadic warriors, 

the Scythians spent much of their time on horseback and were known for their skill with the 

bow and arrow when fighting from their mounts. In addition to being buried with rich gold 

ornaments and their weapons, Scythian chiefs and leaders were often interred with one or 

more horses. 

 
This Hungarian 10fo stamp showing an ornament of a standing horse was issued in 1993. The stamp is from a 
set of two highlighting Scythian archaeological artefacts.  
 

Shown right is a Hungarian 10fo stamp (Michel HU 4234, Stampworld 

Hungary 4257) picturing an ornament of a standing horse. The stamp 

is from a two-stamp set highlighting Scythian archaeological artefacts. The designs of both 

stamps show Scythian horse ornaments. The stamps, issued 25 February 1993, were printed 

by lithography are perforated gauge 13 by 13½. The Scythians were noted for their skill as 

artisans of golden jewellery and ornaments. Although many kurgans were plundered in 

antiquity, a huge array of golden ornaments has been found in intact hill burials. Scythian 

gold ornaments are featured on a set of four stamps issued by Ukraine on 20 March 1999 

(Michel UA 298, Stampworld 335-338). The stamps depict a clasp, 20 kopiyok; boar, 40k; 

young elk, 50k; and a necklace, 1 hryvnia. 

 
Scythian gold ornaments are pictured on a set of four Ukrainian stamps issued 20 March 1999. 
The stamps show a boar (left), clasp, young elk and necklace. 
 

Left shows the Boar Ornament stamp. The stamps were 

printed by lithography and are perforated gauge 13½. The 

stamps were issued se-tenant (side by side) in panes of 36 

and can be collected as blocks of four. Ukraine traces its 

warrior heritage, particularly that of the Cossacks, to the Scythians. On 29 January 2002, 

Ukraine issued a se-tenant block of four 40k stamps honouring Scythian military history 

(Michel UA 485-488, Stampworld UK 500-503). The 

block of four stamps is shown right. 
 
In 2002, Ukraine issued a se-tenant block of four 40-kopiyka stamps 
commemorating Scythian military history. The stamps show a mounted archer 
before a walled city, a swordsman in battle with Macedonian soldiers 
disembarking from a ship, a dismounted warrior and a chieftain on horseback, 
and a mounted female archer, respectively. 
 

The designs of the four stamps show a mounted 

archer before a walled city, a swordsman in 



battle with Macedonian soldiers disembarking from a ship, a dismounted warrior and a 

chieftain on horseback, and a mounted female archer. Scythian women warriors were 

reputed to be as fierce as the men and are believed to be one of the sources for the 

myths about Amazon women. 

 
Scythian battle scenes are illustrated on a Ukrainian 2020 souvenir sheet of two 
commemorating the Scythian cultural epoch of Ukraine. The design of the 9-hryvnia 
stamp at left depicts Scythians battling Macedonians in 339 B.C. The design of the 
27h stamp at right shows Scythians fighting the Macedonians led by Zopyrion in 331 
B.C.  
 

On 11 September 2020, Ukraine again celebrated 

its ties to the ancient Scythians with a souvenir 

sheet of two illustrating Scythian battle scenes 

(Michel UA BL186A, Stampworld UK 1894-1895). The 

sheet, shown left, commemorates the Scythian 

cultural epoch of Ukraine. The design of the 9h 

stamp at left depicts Scythians battling 

Macedonians in 339 B.C. The design of the 27h stamp at right shows Scythians fighting the 

Macedonians led by Zopyrion in 331 B.C. Designs in the selvage depict two Scythian 

archers back-to-back drawing bows, a golden antlered deer ornament and both sides of 

a golden winged mythical beast attacking a deer. The souvenir sheet was printed by 

lithography and is perforated gauge 11½. Over the years contact between the Scythians 

and the Pontic Greeks increased, and the formerly nomadic Scythians became 

Hellenized, adopting Hellenistic culture, intermarrying with Greeks, farming, and building 

and living in cities. By the third century A.D., Scythians had largely disappeared as a 

separate cultural and ethnic group. 

     An article by Rick Miller in Linn’s Stamp News Weekly of 29 November 2021 

I have used Michel and Stampworld references, as these are more popular locally - Ed  

 

BIRDS OF SOUTHERN AFRICA 
 

Pink-backed Pelican  (Pelecanus rufescens) 

The pink-backed pelican is a bird of 

the pelican family. It is a resident 

breeder in the swamps and shallow 

lakes of Africa, southern Arabia, and 

southern India; it has also apparently 

extirpated in Madagascar. It is a 

relatively small pelican, although by 

no means is it a small bird. Its length is 

from 125 to 155 cm, wingspan is 2.15–2.9 m and body 

mass is from 4 to 7 kg. The bill is 30 to 38 cm in length. The plumage is grey and white, with 

a pinkish hue on the back occasionally apparent (never in the deep pink of a flamingo). 

The top of the bill is yellow and the pouch is usually greyish. Breeding adults have long 

feather plumes on the head. It shares its habitat with the great white pelican, which is 

generally larger and has white instead of greyish plumage. The pink-backed pelican is 

found in a range of aquatic habitats, but prefers quiet backwaters with shallow water, 

avoiding steep, vegetated lake banks. It prefers freshwater lakes, swamps, large slow-

flowing rivers, and seasonal pools but also frequents reservoirs, seasonally flooded land 

and flood-plains near river mouths. It may occur on alkaline and saline lakes and lagoons, 

and can sometimes be found along the coast in bays and estuaries (although seldom on 
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open seashore). The species tends to roost and breed in trees (e.g. mangroves), but will 

also roost on sandy islands, cliffs, coral reefs and sand-dunes. 

 

Masked Booby  (Sula dactylatra) 

The Masked Booby, also called the Masked Gannet or 

the Blue-faced Booby, is a large seabird of the booby 

and gannet family, Sulidae and is one of six species of 

booby in the genus Sula. The adult is bright white with 

black wings, a black tail and a dark face mask; at 75–

85 cm long, it is the largest species of booby. with a 

160–170 cm wingspan and 1.2–2.2 kg weight.  This 

species is found across tropical oceans between the 

30th parallel north and 30th parallel south, except in the eastern Atlantic and eastern 

Pacific. In the latter, it is replaced by the Nazca booby (Sula granti), which was formerly 

regarded as a subspecies of masked booby. In the Indian Ocean it ranges from the 

coastlines of the Arabian Peninsula and East Africa across to Sumatra and Western 

Australia, though it is not found off the coast of the Indian subcontinent. Nesting takes 

place in colonies, generally on islands and atolls far from the mainland and close to deep 

water required for foraging. These birds are spectacular plunge divers, plunging into the 

ocean at high speed in search of prey—mainly flying fish. The species faces few threats; 

although its population is declining. It generally flies at least 7 m in height, and at speeds 

of up to 70 km/h. It alternates between gliding and active flying with strong periodic 

wingbeats. It is often encountered alone, or in a small group when returning to its colony. It 

is a very rare vagrant in South African waters. Why the stamp producer used the name 

White Booby is not known. 

 

Brown Booby  (Sula leucogaster) 

The Brown Booby is a large seabird of the 

booby family, Sulidae, of which it is perhaps 

the most common and widespread 

species. It has a pantropical range, which 

overlaps with that of other booby species. 

The gregarious brown booby commutes 

and forages at low height over inshore waters. Flocks plunge-dive 

to take small fish, especially when these are driven near the surface by their predators. 

They generally feed on small fish and crustaceans. They only nest on the ground, and roost 

on solid objects rather than the water surface. The female booby reaches about 80 

centimetres in length, her wingspan measures up to 150 cm, and she can weigh up to 

1,300 g. The male booby reaches about 75 centimetres in length, his wingspan measures 

up to 140 cm, and he can weigh up to 1,000 g. This species breeds on islands and coasts 

in the pantropical areas of the Atlantic and Pacific oceans. They frequent the breeding 

grounds of the islands in the Gulf of Mexico and the Caribbean Sea. It is a rare vagrant to 

the Mozambique coast.  

                        Material supplied by Graham Burrows from his collection Birds of Southern 

Africa, supplemented by Wikipedia 

 

COMPUTERS AND STAMPS 

by William F. Sharpe 

Entry form makes it easier to use spreadsheets to keep track of your stamps 

Many collectors use a spreadsheet program to keep track of their stamps or to list a 

variety of stamps that they may want to buy. The usual method for entering information in 
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a spreadsheet is to select a cell, enter data, and then hit either the enter key to move to 

the cell below or the right-arrow key to move to the cell to the right. An easier method of 

entering data is to have a form displayed that will assist the user in entering the correct 

information. Both Microsoft Excel and LibreOffice Calc provide forms for this action. 

However, the arrangement of the spreadsheet must meet certain requirements: 

1. The first row of the spreadsheet must contain the names of the fields. For example, for a 

spreadsheet of stamps the names of the fields could be country, catalog number, subject 

and year issued. 

2. The following rows should contain the values for each record in the fields. There must be 

no blank rows in the spreadsheet, although some column entries can be blank. 

I used an old spreadsheet from the now-defunct Mathematical Study Unit to illustrate how 

to use this entry form. The 

spreadsheet lists more than 4,700 

stamps related to mathematics. Both 

subjects and people are included. As 

can be seen in the illustration left 1, I 

added a scan of a 1955 Greek math 

stamp illustrating the Pythagorean 

theorem to the spreadsheet. The 

illustration shows a few of the stamp 

listings for the subject “abacus” as 

displayed in Excel. The entry form is 

not displayed on the Excel menus but 

can be added to the quick access 

bar shown just below the ribbon 

menu in the illustration. That bar is 

normally included on the top black line on the screen, but I have moved it to show it 

separately below the ribbon menu. When you right-click on the last item (marked by the 

red arrow in the illustration above), you will see a drop-down box. Choose “More 

Commands” from this box to display the Excel options screen. Next, use the arrow at the 

top of the left column of commands to change the list from “Popular commands” to “All 

commands.” Scroll down the list to find “Form…” Click on that item, and then click on the 

add button to add that command to the quick access menu. After you click OK, the form 

icon will appear on the right side of the quick access bar, as shown in the illustration 

above. Select any cell in the worksheet, then click 

on the form icon. The entry form will be displayed 

with the names of each field and the entry for that 

record. In the example in the illustration right, I 

selected “Albania” under country. You can edit the 

record by typing in the text boxes on the form. You 

also can move to the next or previous record. To 

display a blank record, click on “new.” When you fill 

in the information for that record, it will be added 

at the end of your list of stamps. You can use the 

vertical scroll bar on the entry form to move quickly 

through the records. The entry form provides a 

search feature. I clicked on “Criteria,” entered 

“Calculator” in the subject field, clicked “Find Next” and found the first of nine stamp 

issues with that subject, Taiwan’s 1977 Industry and Commerce Census set of two 

(Republic of China SG TW 2036-2037, Stampworld TW 1169-70). Clicking “Find Next” 

showed me the next stamp about calculators, Denmark’s 1965 commemorative marking 



the 100th anniversary of its first business school (Michel DK 426, Stampworld DK 430). 

LibreOffice Calc provides a similar form that does not include the criteria feature. The form 

entry is found under the data menu drop-down list. Both programs also allow you to filter 

the view of stamps displayed on the spreadsheet by limiting the records. You need to turn 

on the sort/filter control in each program. The keyboard shortcut to do this is Ctrl+Shift+L in 

both programs. Hold down the control and shift keys and tap the L 

key to toggle this feature on or off. When it is on, you will see the first 

row highlighted with dropdown arrows for each field. When I clicked 

on the arrow next to the subject field, the sort and search options 

shown in the illustration right appeared. I deselected “Select All” on 

the search section, then scrolled down and selected “Computers,” 

and finally clicked OK at the bottom. I also clicked the arrow next to 

the country field 

and selected 

“United States.” I 

then could see the 

nine stamps in the 

checklist from the 

United States with the subject of 

computers, as shown in the illustration 

left. Using the Ctrl+Shift+L shortcut again restored the full listing. You can sort the 

spreadsheet by any field in the list by selecting a cell and choosing a sort from the data 

tab menu settings. The “P/O” field (the green arrow in the top illustration) indicates that 

the subject is either a person or something else (other). By filtering on this field, you can 

view only people’s names or other topics. 

                                         Article published in Linn’s Stamp News Weekly of 6 December 2021  

LibreOffice is a free and powerful office suite, and a successor to OpenOffice.org 

(commonly known as OpenOffice). Its clean interface and feature-rich tools help you 

unleash your creativity and enhance your productivity - Ed. 

 

NEWFOUNDLAND   
 
Newfoundland’s 12¢ plum Duke of Connaught stamp (SG NW126) is arguably the most interesting stamp 
from its 1911 Royal Family issue. 
 

One of the most popular dead countries is the former British 

colony of Newfoundland. Newfoundland became a self-

governing dominion in 1855, but it gave up that status to 

become a crown colony in 1933 after economic collapse ended 

its ability to be self-supporting. Further economic woes after 

World War II forced Newfoundland to join the confederation of 

Canada on 31 March1949. Newfoundland issued postage 

stamps as both a dominion and a crown colony from 1857 to 

1949. Stamps of Newfoundland are popular with collectors of Canada, the British Empire 

and classic stamps. On 19 June 1911, Newfoundland issued a set of 11 engraved Royal 

Family stamps (Scott 104-114). The designs of the 1¢ through 12¢ stamps depict various 

members of the British royal family, while the high-denomination 15¢ stamp depicts the 

seal of the colony. The most interesting stamp from the set is arguably the 12¢ plum Duke 

of Connaught (SG NW 126). Prince Arthur, Duke of Connaught and Strathearn (1850-1942), 

the younger brother of King Edward VII, was the seventh child and third son of Queen 

Victoria and Prince Albert. Although he had no special connection to Newfoundland, he 

had a distinguished 40-year military career and served as governor general of Canada 



from 1911-16. He was also the father of Crown Princess Margaret of Sweden; the great-

grandfather of King Carl XVI Gustaf of Sweden; the grandfather of Ingrid, queen consort 

of Denmark; and great-grandfather of Anne-Marie, queen consort of Greece. The Scott 

Classic Specialized Catalogue of Stamps and Covers 1840-1940 (2020) values the stamp at 

$40 (about R640) in unused, hinged condition and $80 (about R1280) in mint, never-hinged 

condition. The stamp is a good buy in very fine grade and hinged condition at around $35 

(about R560) and in mint, never hinged condition at around $75 (about R1200).     

           A weekly column Tip of the Week in Linn’s Stamp News Weekly of 13 December 2021 
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KENNTA-/POSTI/FALTPOST 

This is an inscription found on a military stamp of Finland. In this case the stamp 

indicates field post and was used in 1943. 

 

Kerassunde 

This is an overprint found on the stamps of Russia issued in 1909. These stamps 

were overprinted for use in the Turkish Empire, the overprint indicating the 

various Turkish cities where Russian post offices could be found. The stamps 

overprinted for the city of Kerassunde were issued to commemorate the 50th 

Anniversary of Russian post offices in the Turkish Empire. 

 

KGL POST 

This is an inscription found on the early issued stamps of Denmark, first 

issued on 1 April 1851. The first value was a four (Fire) rigsbankskilling stamp 

printed in brown, a square design with a crown, sword, and sceptre in the 

centre. The currency was depicted as FRM, so could be read in Danish and 

German. The stamps were typographed, watermarked (with a crown), and 

imperforate, and distinctive for having a yellow-brown burelage printed on top 

of the design. In 1854 the currency was renamed to just skilling and rigsdaler. The 

stamp was valid for use in Denmark and the Duchy of Slesvig (the latter until 1864.  
 

Khor Fakkan 

This is a dependency of the Sheikdom of Sharjah, 

which now forms part of the United Arab 

Emirates (UAE). During the period between the 

break-up of the Trucial States and the formation 

of the UAE, a total of 231 stamps were produced 

bearing the name of Khor Fakkan. 

 

Kiangsi Province 

This is a province of China. In 1949 Kiangsi issued several stamps for its own 

use. The issue consisted of three ordinary stamps, one airmail stamp, one 

special delivery stamp and two registration stamps. All of these stamps were 

surcharges on Chinese stamps. The province also used the reginal stamps of 

http://www.wikipedia.com/
https://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Rigsbankskilling&action=edit&redlink=1
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Typography
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Watermark
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Imperforate
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Burelage


Central China. 

 

Kiangsu 

This was another province of China, but this province used the regional stamps of East 

China, right up to the establishment of the People’s Republic of China. 

 

Kiauchau (Kiautschou) 

This was a German colony on the mainland of China, located on the southern 

side of the Shantung Peninsula and included the port of 

Tsingtao. Germany seized the area in 1897 after two German 

missionaries were murdered. After negotiations Germany leased 

an area of about 518 km2 (about 200 square miles) on 

Kiaochow Bay. From the beginning of 1900 stamps of Germany were 

surcharged for use in post offices in China and Kiauschau. Soon after the 

stamps with the key type of the Kaiser’s Yacht and inscribed Kiautschou appeared. This 

was ended by Japanese troops at the beginning of WW1 in Sep 1914. 

 

KIBRIS TURK FEDERE DEVLETI 

This is an inscription found on the stamps of Turkish-occupied Cyprus. 

 

Kicking Mule Cancel 

In the world of postage stamp cancellations, there are many that might 

qualify as “fancy”. In fact, it is a collecting field on its own. There are all kinds 

of decorative and special cancellations. But in philatelic terminology, the 

term “fancy cancel” is generally applied to the 19th century homemade US and 

Canadian obliterating devices often created by imaginative, and perhaps bored, 

postmasters of small post offices, when it was permitted. Some of the most imaginative 

makers must have resided in the town of Waterbury, Conn. A wide variety of unusual and 

attractive were created there, many of which now are widely sought rarities, including the 

Running Chicken. Another rarity is the Kicking mule cancel, which was used at ost offices 

such as Godeta, Calif., Port Townsend, Wash., Neah Bay, Wash., Forbestown, Calif., and 

Susanville, Calif. The introduction of machine cancelling and stronger regulations ended 

this practice. 

 

Kilis 

Kilis is an area in Turkey that was formerly a part of Syria immediately 

after WW1. It was restored to Turkey in 1923 and now is firmly within the 

border of that country to the north of Aleppo. A single stamp was 

released in 1921 to fill a shortage caused by the arrival of many refugees 

of Armenia. The stamp has a denomination of one piaster, is primitive in 

its production, and bears only a native language inscription. It was sewing-machine 

perforated. 

 

King Edward VII Land 

The 1d stamp of New Zealand’s 1902 issue was overprinted King Edward VII 

Land in 1908 and provided to members of an Antarctic expedition. The 

stamp was never sold to the public. Robson Lowe notes in his Encyclopedia 

of British Empire Postage Stamps, Volume IV, that the expedition was 

headed by Sir Ernest Shackleton, who had been appointed as the 

postmaster of King Edward VII Land prior to his departure. He was provided 

with a quantity of the overprinted stamps and an obliterating device, consisting of a single 



circle and reading BRIT. ANTARCTIC EPD. at the top with NZ in the centre and a two-line 

date. Cancellations are known in black and green. Lowe reports that some 24 000 stamps 

were overprinted. 

 

Kionga 

During WW1, British forces took and occupied German East Africa, which 

later became Tanganyika. A portion to the south, known as Kionga, was, 

however, incorporated by the Portuguese into the colony of Mozambique. In 

1916 Portugal issued a set of four stamps in the King Carlos key-type 

overprinted KIONGA and surcharged for use in the newly occupied area.  

 

Kishangarh 

Kishangarh is an Indian Feudatory state that became part of Rajasthan in the 

late 1940s. In 1899 the state issued a number of local stamps featuring its coat-

of-arms, and later, its ruler. The official stamps produced at that time were 

overprinted ON / K S/D. After becoming part of Rajasthan it used the stamps of 

that state, but now uses the stamps of the Republic of India.  

 

KK POST STEMPEL 

This is an inscription which can be found on the very first issue of stamps by 

Austria in 1850. It can also be found the very first issue of the stamps of 

Lombardy-Venetia. Both stamps feature the coat-of-arms of Austria and differ 

only in the currency denomination. 

KLAIPEDA 

The inscription KLAIPEDA identifies the stamps issued during the Lithuanian 

occupation of Memel. In 1924 Memel was incorporated into Lithuania. 

 

Knife 

The term knife refers to the cutting device that cuts paper in the shape from which an 

envelope is made. It is a philatelic term by which the various shapes are designated, and 

is sometimes referred as the cutting die. 

 

Kolomyya Issue 

The name Kolomyya Issue is given to the first issue of Western Ukraine, a short-

lived independent state. The stamps, issued in 1918, comprise Austrian stamps 

overprinted Ykp. H.P., and showing a surcharge. A primitive registration stamp 

bearing a similar inscription was issued in 1919. 
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