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ARTICLES FOR THEMNEWS 

The next issue of ThemNews is dependent on articles being submitted. Most of the articles 

which appear in Thematics are sourced from a variety of available philatelic magazines; 

however, it would be wonderful to use more local articles. I have adjusted the newsletter 

to allow for local and longer articles. The request for articles remains as strong as ever. 

  
NOTICE TO READERS 

We have been advised by the Philatelic Federation of South Africa that: 

The Cape Town International Stamp Exhibition Organizing Committee has secured new 

dates with FIP from 8 to 12 November 2022.   

The Organizing Committee of the National Exhibition, VRIJSTAAT 2021 and JUNASS, has 

decided to change the date of the exhibition from 21 to 23 October 2021, same venue.  

 

FROM THE EDITOR OF THEMATICS  
 

Dear Thematicists,  

 

I am really sad to have to start this newsletter again with the news that the 

lockdown is still in place, although some of the more draconian restrictions have been 

lifted. This opened the door for the clubs to start meeting again. But I have to ask 

everyone reading this to keep protecting your own health and well-being by wearing the 

mask, sanitising the hands, and to keep the distance. Please do this for your own safety, 

but also for the people in contact with you. Enough of that. This newsletter will be a bit 

later than planned, but at least you have it in front of you. Once again I was able to 

include some more variety, and I hope you enjoy reading this. I have included information 

on how the computer can help you in your collecting. I have said this before, the 

computer has opened up sources of information unbeknown to many collectors. I really 

hope that this will help those of us that have managed to overcome our fear of this 

infernal machine. One may not like the computer, but it is with us for a while longer. In the 

future the smartphone may well take over the role of the computer, and it will mean  learn 

another device to learn. I see collectors coming to a stamp fair and having their 

collection categorised on the smartphone, including list of items to add to one’s 

collection. Therefore a handy device. I would like to end this short introduction by 

expressing the hope that you had an opportunity to look at the SAVPEX 2021 exhibits on 

www.stampssa.africa. Tthe thematic exhibits could have been approved upon.       Editor  

 

THEMATIC MEETINGS / TEMATIESE BYEENKOMSTE           
 

*First Saturday of the month – The Pretoria Chapter meets at 10:00 in Greek Orthodox 

Church Hall, corner Lynwood Road and Roper Street, (opposite UP main gate).  

Contact: Helena Snyman 012-803-8922, 083-990-8953 or helena.snyman@gauteng.gov.za. 

  

*First Saturday of the month – The Western Cape Chapter meets at 09:30 in the Church Hall 
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of the DR Church Bellville-Vallei, c/o Postma and St Andrews Street, Oakdale, Bellville.  

Contact:  Diederik Viljoen at 021-976-2661, 082-456-6653 or diederikaviljoen@gmail.com.  

 

*Third Monday of the month – The KZN Chapter meets at 15:00 in St Matthews Parish Hall, 

115 Hesketh Drive, Hayfields, Pietermaritzburg.  

Contact: Aubrey Bowles 033-386-8912, 083-382-8308, aubrey.bowles45@gmail.com.  

 

STAMP FAIRS   

 

*First Saturday of the month – The Cape Stamp Fair @ DR Church Bellville-Vallei, c/o Postma 

and St Andrews Streets, Oakdale, Bellville, Cape Town.  Contacts:  Robbie Harm 082 925 

7103/Ken Joseph 072-597-1287. From 08:30 until 12:30. Please confirm the date of the next 

Stamp Fair, although reminders are sent via SMS/E-mail.  

*First Saturday of the month – Pretoria Stamp Fair @ Pretoria, Greek Orthodox Church, 

corner Lynwood Road and Roper Street, (opposite UP main gate) Contact: Paul van Zeyl 

at 012-329-2464 or paulvz@mweb.co.za.                          

 *Second Saturday of the month – Kyalami Stamp Fair @ Kyalami Country Club, Maple 

Road, Kyalami from 09:00. Contact: Clinton Goslin at 083-272-9367 or 

atlasauctioneers@lantic.net.   

*Last Saturday of the month – Edenvale Stamp Fair @ Edenvale Bowling Club, 6th Avenue, 

Edenvale. Contact: Clinton Goslin at 083-272-9367 or atlasauctioneers@lantic.net.  Please 

check with Clinton first to make sure the Stamp Fair is on, although auction lists are 

normally sent in advance. 

*Last Saturday of the month – Sunbird Stamp Auction @ 1st Hillcrest Scout Hall, 16 Shortlands 

Road, Hillcrest from 08:00 until 13:00. Contacts: Kim and Carol Breytenbach.   

*Last Sunday of the month – Durban Stamp Fair @ Chantecler Hotel, 27 Clement Stott 

Street, Botha’s Hill, Durban. Contact: Bev McNaught-Davis at 031-904-1522 or 

mood@telkomsa.net.  
 

FACTS AND FEATS: THE POSTAL SERVICES 
 

The first miniature sheet to project the design into the marginal 

paper was issued by Israel in 1960, the 25 agorot stamp showing 

a Prague postal courier of 1741 from an old engraving. The 

surrounding sheet reproduced the rest of the engraving.  

 

 

The largest miniature sheet was issued by the German Democratic Republic 

in 1964 to celebrate the fifteenth anniversary of the republic. It contained 

fifteen different imperforate stamps superimposed on a map of the country 

and measured 210 x 285 mm.  

 

 

Mourning stamps are stamps issued to mark national 

bereavement. The earliest stamps were printed in black with a 

heavy black border, but more recent issues have tended to be 

less sombre. Controversy exists over the first mourning stamps. A few Cape Triangular 4d 

stamps are known in black instead of blue and from that they were later found to have 

been used in 1861-2 it was thought that they had been issued as a mark of respect for 
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Prince Albert, the Prince Consort, who died in December 1861. However, references to 

these stamps appeared in the philatelic press before the news of the 

Prince’s death could have reached the Cape, so it is deduced that the 

stamps came from proof sheets, pressed into service during a shortage of 

normal stamps. A claim is often advanced for the US 15c grey-black stamp 

of June 1866 as the world’s first mourning stamp. This portrayed 

Abraham Lincoln, assassinated on 14 April 1865. The gap of 14 

months between Lincoln’s death and the issue of the stamp, and the fact 

that it remained in use as a definitive till 1869, preclude it from being 

regarded as a mourning stamp in the strict sense, although it was 

undoubtedly intended as a mark of respect for the late president. The British 

7d grey-black stamp of 1910 is popularly believed to be a mourning stamp but as it was 

issued on 4 May – 2 days before King Edward VII died and had been planned months 

earlier, this was purely coincidental.                                            “Facts and feats" is 

from Mackay, James, 1988. The Guinness Book of Stamps, Guinness Publishing Ltd, Enfield. 

Please note that the information used in this article may have changed since it was written 

– Ed 
 

THEMATICS AROUND THE COUNTRY 

 

Pretoria Chapter     

 

No meeting was possible due to the restrictions imposed on social meetings due to the 

third wave of the virus.        Helena Snyman 

 

MPS Chapter                    

 

No meeting was possible due to the restrictions imposed on social meetings due to the 

third wave of the virus.            Aubrey Bowles 

 

WC Chapter – 3 April 2021 

 

No meeting was possible due to the restrictions imposed on social meetings due to the 

third wave of the virus.        Diederik Viljoen 

 
TIMELINE – SEPTEMBER 1666: THE GREAT FIRE OF LONDON  
 

The Great Fire of London was a 

major conflagration that swept 

through the central parts of 

London from Sunday, 2 September 

until it was finally extinguished on 

Thursday, 6 September 1666. The 

fire gutted the medieval City of 

London inside the old Roman city 

wall. It threatened but did not 

reach the City of Westminster (today's West End), Charles II's Palace of Whitehall, and most of the 

suburban slums. It destroyed 13,200 houses, 87 parish churches, St Paul's Cathedral, and most of the 

buildings of the City authorities. It is estimated to have destroyed the homes of 70,000 of the City's 

80,000 inhabitants. A fire broke out at Thomas Farriner's bakery in Pudding Lane a little after 

midnight on Sunday. The family was trapped upstairs but managed to climb from an upstairs 

window to the house next door. At dawn on Monday the fire moved northerly and westerly 

direction, the turbulence of the firestorm pushing the flames both farther south and farther north 
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than the previous day. The southerly spread was mostly halted by the river, but it had torched the 

houses on London Bridge and was threatening to cross the bridge. Monday also marked the 

beginning of organised action, even as order broke down in the streets, especially at the gates, 

and the fire raged unchecked. The wind dropped on Tuesday evening, and the firebreaks created 

by the garrison finally began to take effect the next day. Only a few deaths from the fire are 

officially recorded, and deaths are traditionally believed to have been few. Porter gives the figure 

as eight, but it is believed that the deaths of poorer citizens were not recorded and that the heat of 

the fire may have cremated many victims, leaving no recognisable remains. A melted piece of 

pottery on display at the Museum of London found by archaeologists in Pudding Lane, where the 

fire started, shows that the temperature reached 1,250 °C.  Various schemes for rebuilding the City 

were proposed, some of them very radical. After the fire, London was reconstructed on essentially 

the same medieval street plan which still exists today.  

                    International Society of World-Wide Stamp Collectors and Wikipedia  
 

UNITED STATES  

 

Classic U.S. stamp issues never go out of style. The classic engraved designs 

are a delight to the eye and invoke the proudest elements of our nation’s 

history. One such issue is the 1861 1¢ blue Benjamin Franklin stamp (Scott 63, 

Gibbons 60). The stamp was produced by the National Bank Note Co. and 

is perforated gauge 12. The earliest documented use is 17 August, 1861. The 

Scott Specialized Catalogue of United States Stamps and Covers values 

the stamp in 2021 in very fine grade and original gum condition at $275 

(about R4125). A used example is valued at $45 (about R675) and an unused one at $100 

(about R1500). For stamps in fine-very fine grade, the values drop to $170 (about R2625) 

for unused, original gum condition; $65 (about R975) for unused, no gum; and $30 (about 

R450) for used. An example in true very fine grade with no nibbed perforations or other 

minor defects is a good buy at near full Scott value. A used example with an attractive 

cancel and no defects is a good buy at around $40 (about R600). As usual for classic 

stamps of this period, there are premiums for different colour cancellations and special 

types of cancellations. See the Scott U.S. Specialized catalogue for details. 

                        From a weekly forum in Linn’s Stamp News Weekly of 2 Aug 2021 

 

COMPUTERS AND STAMPS 

Online resources exist for collectors of lighthouses on stamps - by William F. Sharpe 

 

I grew up on the East Coast but moved to California 62 years ago. I have visited 

lighthouses on both coasts as well as the Gulf Coast and Lake Erie, so I have always been 

interested in these structures as shown on stamps. I climbed to the top of the Absecon 

Lighthouse in Atlantic City, N.J., on a trip to the American Philatelic Society’s Stamp Show 

there in 2002. The Lighthouse Stamp Society promotes the collecting of lighthouses on 

stamps and related items. The society has ceased publishing its journal, the Philatelic 

Beacon, but it continues to feature 

stamps on its website, 

www.lighthousestampsociety.org/wp.   
 
The home page of the Lighthouse Stamp Society’s website 
provides links to recent posts and images. The society promotes 
the collecting of lighthouses on stamps and related items. 
 

The illustration left shows part of the 

home page. You can find a few recent 

posts there. To read them, click on the 

list of recent posts on the left, or select 
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from a dropdown country or category list on the right to see details. The country drop-

down list has a few problems. I could only find one United States entry. However, if you 

hover your mouse over the “Images” menu at the top of the home page and move to 
“Stamps,” the (first entry, you will find an alphabetical list of countries. I selected United 

States under the U to Z listing and found more than 60 stamps displayed. 
  
The United States 1923 20¢ Golden Gate stamp shows the Point Bonita Lighthouse in San 
Francisco Bay. To see it, look closely on the left side of the design. 
 

The first stamp on that list is the 1923 20¢ definitive picturing San 

Francisco’s Golden Gate, shown here left. On the website, click on 

the small stamp image to see a larger view of the stamp with brief 

information about it. You must look very closely at the design to see 

the Point Bonita Lighthouse on the left side. The design of the 

2002 34¢ and 37¢ Greetings from Maine stamps includes the 

Portland Head Lighthouse.  
  
The Portland Head Lighthouse is featured in the design of this 2002 34¢ Greetings from 
Maine stamp. The same design also appears on a 37¢ stamp. 
 

The stamp right shows the 34¢ stamp. Once you have displayed a larger image, you can 

look through the next and previous stamp images by clicking on arrows that appear when 

you move your mouse to the left or right side of the image. A 

search box is located on the right side of the home page.  
  
A stamp from Jersey in the Channel Islands depicts Barnegat Lighthouse in the state of New 
Jersey. The stamp was issued in 2014 to commemorate the 350th anniversary of New Jersey, 
which became an English colony in 1664. 
 

I entered “New Jersey” and found a link to the Jersey stamp (see 

left) showing the lighthouse at Barnegat Bay, N.J. Jersey, the largest 

of the Channel Islands between Great Britain and France, issued 

this stamp in 2014 as one of a set of six commemorating the 350th anniversary of the state 

of New Jersey. In 1664, the English seized the New Netherlands colony and renamed it 

New Jersey. Statehood came in 1787. Scroll to the bottom of the home page to find links 

to two other websites for lighthouse stamps. I used Google to search for back copies of 

the Philatelic Beacon online but did not find any. One result, though, brought up a Linn’s 

article by Tony Wawrukiewicz about the use of the U.S. 1928 5¢ carmine and blue Beacon 

airmail stamp to pay the airmail surcharge rate for free-franked mail from congressmen 

(Modern U.S. Mail column in Linn’s, 13 

October 2014). 
 
 
A Modern U.S. Mail column by Tony Wawrukiewicz (Linn’s, 13 
October 2014) reported on the use of the U.S. 1928 5¢ carmine 
and blue Beacon airmail stamp to pay the airmail surcharge rate 
for free-franked mail from members of Congress, such as the 
shortpaid example from 1933. 
 

On the left is an illustration from that article of 

a 1933 free-franked cover that was short-paid 

by 3¢ because the airmail rate at the time was 8¢. The design of the 5¢ airmail features the 

beacon light that is on top of Sherman Hill in the Rocky Mountains. I also found the Beacon 

Light Philately (ksbeacon.blogspot.co) site while I was searching Google for the Philatelic 

Beacon. K. Sridhar, a collector from India, runs this blog which features hundreds of posts 

showing lighthouse stamps. Scroll down the left side of his site to see the posts listed for 

each country. A Google videos search for “Lighthouses on stamps” brought up Graham 



Beck’s Exploring Stamps YouTube video about U.S. stamps featuring lighthouses. His video 

includes a visit to the Sandy Hook, N.J., lighthouse, which is the oldest operating lighthouse 

in the country. That lighthouse is pictured on two United States stamps: the 29¢ Americana 

definitive issued in 1978 and on 25¢ stamp in 1990 Lighthouse set of five. The Lighthouse of 

Alexandria, one of the seven wonders of the ancient world, has been pictured on many 

stamps. The building was completed around 270 B.C.  

 
Among the many stamps showing the Lighthouse of Alexandria, one of the seven wonders of the ancient 
world, is this 1971 airmail from Mali. 

 

The lighthouse was gradually destroyed during a series of earthquakes from 

956 to 1323. Figure 6 shows a Mali airmail stamp issued in 1971. The American 

Topical Association sells a checklist of over 2,700 lighthouse stamps. You can 

find details at the website, https://americantopical.org/checklist-topics.   

The ATA also sells a Taste of Topicals kit that includes 30 different stamps, five album 

pages, hinges, and instructions. The 

illustration shows the top part of the ATA 

album page.  

 
The American Topical Association has a blank album 
page for lighthouses on stamps available to download 
from its website. 

 

The page can be downloaded and 

printed at no charge from the ATA website www.americantopicalassn.org. The page can 

be found under the “Resources” menu. First click on “Youth,” scroll over to “Album Pages” 

and look under the “Scouts, Science & More” category.              An article in Linn’s Stamp 

News Weekly of 2 Aug 2021 

I intend to include more articles on this subject of the use of the computer in our hobby, as 

it can be a great assistant. – Ed. 

 

BIRDS OF SOUTHERN AFRICA 
 

White-faced Storm Petrel  (Pelagodroma marina) 

The white-faced storm petrel, also 

known as white-faced petrel is a small 

seabird of the austral storm petrel 

family Oceanitidae. The white-faced 

storm petrel is 19-21 centimetres in 

length with a 41-44 centimetres 

wingspan. The white-faced storm 

petrel is strictly pelagic outside the breeding season, and this, together with its often-

remote breeding sites, makes this petrel a difficult bird to see from land. The white-faced 

storm petrel breeds on remote islands in the south Atlantic, such as Tristan da Cunha and 

also Australia and New Zealand. There are north Atlantic colonies on the Cape Verde 

Islands, Canary Islands and Savage Islands. It nests in colonies close to the sea in rock 

crevices and lays a single white egg. It spends the rest of the year at sea. It is strictly 

nocturnal at the breeding sites to avoid predation by gulls and skuas, and will even avoid 

coming to land on clear moonlit nights. It is a very rare vagrant to South African waters 

with only three sightings off the Western Cape. Its status is currently under review. 
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Leach’s Storm Petrel  ( formerly Oceanodroma leuchorhoa, now Hydrobates leuchorhous) 

Leach's storm petrel or Leach's petrel is 

a small seabird of the tubenose order. 

It is named after the British zoologist 

William Elford Leach. The scientific 

name Hydrobates is derived from 

Ancient Greek from hydōr "water", 

and batēs "walker", and leucorhous is 

from leukos, "white" and orrhos, "rump". It was formerly defined in the genus Oceanodroma 

before that genus was synonymized with Hydrobates. Leach's petrel, known in some rural 

areas as Carrie chicks, is a small bird at 18–21 cm in length with a 43–48 cm wingspan. It is 

strictly pelagic outside the breeding season, and this, together with its remote breeding 

sites, makes Leach's petrel a difficult bird to see from land. Only in storms might this species 

be pushed into headlands. Unlike the storm petrel, it does not follow ships. It breeds on 

inaccessible islands in the colder northern areas of the Atlantic and Pacific Oceans. This 

storm petrel is strictly nocturnal at the breeding sites to avoid predation by gulls and skuas, 

and even avoids coming to land on clear, moonlit nights. The largest colony of Leach's 

storm petrels can be found on Baccalieu Island of eastern Canada, an ecological reserve 

with more than 3 million pairs of the birds. Lifespan for this bird is unusually long for a bird of 

such small size, with an average of 25 years and a maximum recorded lifespan of 38+ 

years (a bird banded between 1979-1982 recaptured in 2019 still healthy). It is a rare but 

regular vagrant to South African waters during the summer. It lives of crustaceans, molluscs 

and fish. 

 

Wilson’s Storm Petrel  (Oceanites oceanicus) 

Wilson's storm petrel, also known as 

Wilson's petrel, is a small seabird of 

the austral storm petrel family 

Oceanitidae. It is one of the most 

abundant bird species in the world 

and has a circumpolar distribution 

mainly in the seas of the southern 

hemisphere but extending northwards during the summer of the northern hemisphere. The 

name commemorates the Scottish-American ornithologist Alexander Wilson. The genus 

name Oceanites refers to the mythical Oceanids, the three thousand daughters of Tethys. 

The species name is from Latin oceanus, "ocean". It is a small bird, 16–18.5 cm in length 

with a 38–42 cm wingspan. This species breeds on the Antarctic coastlines and nearby 

islands such as the South Shetland Islands during the summer of the southern hemisphere. 

It spends the rest of the year at sea, and moves into the northern oceans in the southern 

hemisphere's winter. It is much more common in the north Atlantic than the Pacific. It is 

strictly pelagic outside the breeding season, and this, together with its remote breeding 

sites, makes Wilson's petrel a difficult bird to see from land. Only in severe storms might this 

species be pushed into headlands. Like the European storm petrel, it is highly gregarious, 

and will also follow ships and fishing boats for scraps, but mainly feeds on krill, 

cephalopods and offal. It is the commonest storm petrel in South African waters 

throughout the year.                                                  Material supplied by 

Graham Burrows from his collection Birds of Southern Africa, supplemented by Wikipedia 

 

DISABILITY AWARENESS ON STAMPS 
The author looks back at how stamps have been used to raise awareness of disabilities. In 

particular, he examines how the United Nations’ International Year of Disabled Persons, 
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which took place 40 years ago this year, helped to change the well-intended but often 

politically incorrect messages seen on stamp issues up to that point. 

 

Impaired hearing/deafness 

In December 2020, Brazil issued a set of 30 stamps to celebrate the use of 

Brazilian sign language (see left). Twenty-six stamps show how to sign each 

letter of the alphabet with the others showing signing of greetings. In 2013, 

Singapore issued a se-tenant strip of five stamps of joyful children signing the 

following phrases: ‘Hi’, ‘Welcome’, ‘I Love You’, ‘Thanks’ and 

‘Goodbye’ (see right). A year later, the Israel Postal Company 

issued a new series of four stamps featuring the signs for ‘Friendship,’ ‘Thank 

You,’ ‘Goodbye,’ ‘Love’ and ‘Kiss’ in Israeli sign language. In 2017, Robert 

Panara (an influential teacher and a pioneer in the field of 

deaf studies using American Sign Language to convey 

Shakespeare and other works of literature) was honoured in 

the 16th stamp in the Distinguished Americans series (see left). The Panara 

stamp shows him signing the word ‘respect’. In 1993, the USA issued two 

29c. stamps both featuring the ‘I Love You’ signing. Norway also used the ‘I 

love You’ signing on one of the two stamps to commemorate 100 years 

since the founding of its largest national organisation for the deaf and hard of hearing 

(Hørselshemmedes Landsforbund). Countries including Kuwait (1993), United Arab Emirates 

(1992) and Saudi Arabia (1995) have also issued deaf themed stamps. 

 

Deaf and blindness 

2009 marked the bicentenary of the birth of Louis Braille who invented a system of reading 

and writing for use by the blind or visually impaired. A few of the nations 

who issued stamps include the Czech Republic, France, Ireland (see left), 

the Vatican and Brazil. In 2013, Uruguay commemorated the first edition in 

Braille of the 2013 BSE Almanac with a $15 stamp embossed in braille. Along 

with an increase in pledging support and solidarity for people with 

blindness, such as Romania’s 2007 stamp with ‘Let there be Light’ in Braille 

and Greenland’s 1983 Welfare of the Blind issue, several stamp issues have 

gone beyond the inclusion of Braille to emphasise the role of working animals, such as 

guide dogs. In 2008, Canada issued a 52c. stamp in packs of ten to coincide with the 

Montreal Association for the Blind’s 100th anniversary. Britain issued a Working Dogs issue of 

six stamps saluting the guide dog and other working dogs, including 

mountain rescue dogs (see left). In 2014 and 2015, Oman and the United 

Arab Emirates respectively issued a set of two 

stamps in acknowledgment of International White 

Cane Safety Day (see right). As well as global 

acknowledgment of blindness as a disability, the 

contribution of blind people to society has also been 

acknowledged. In 1994, Japan issued an 80y. stamp 

commemorating Michio Miyagi, a blind musician who played and revived the Koto (a 

traditional Japanese instrument derived from a Chinese Zither). In 2013, a Forever Stamp 

honouring blind American singer, songwriter, pianist, and composer Ray 

Charles was issued (see left). There have also been several stamp issues 

equally focusing on both deafness and blindness together. In 2018, to 

commemorate the International Day of Deafblindness, Spain issued a 

single stamp issue depicting Helen Keller (an American author who was 

the first deafblind person to earn a Bachelor of Arts degree) juxtaposed 



with the image of a red and white cane (which identifies people with deafblindness). In 

1996, when the Isle of Man issued their four-stamp set of Working Dogs, they included 

guide dogs for the blind and the random bred dog or mongrel trained for the deaf. In 

2012, Sri Lanka issued a stamp commemorating the centenary of the Ceylon School for 

the Deaf and Blind with translations both in braille and sign language.  
 

Cerebral palsy, learning disabilities and autism 

In March 2020, Switzerland issued a stamp celebrating the centenary of Pro Infirmis (an 

organisation that runs counselling centres throughout Switzerland 

supporting people with physical, cognitive and psychological 

impairments). Nine years earlier, Switzerland also issued a stamp 

marking the 50th anniversary of the Swiss Cerebral Palsy Foundation 

(Stiftung Foundation Fondazione) (see right). In 2013, Hong Kong 

issued four inclusive art design stamps by disabled artists. Two of these 

artists: Chan Tung Mui ($1.70 Thanksgiving) and Liu Tung Mui ($5 How are you) have 

cerebral palsy. Attempts to define the scope of disability beyond a wheelchair symbol 

and physical disabilities have been made; nonetheless, more issues globally are welcome. 

Few countries other than Denmark have issued stamps concerning dyslexia. With autism, 

whilst most attempts to date have been impressive, others require further insight, such as 

the Indian 2003 stamp with the slogan ‘Our World of Special Children’. 

The increase of global efforts to address autism by holding national and 

international conferences whilst celebrating World Autism Awareness Day 

has been accompanied by a plethora of stamp issues. The most recent 

issue was Spain in 2020, which deftly sees hands (belonging to autistic 

people) holding (amongst other things) cooking utensils and a paint 

brush; indicating that there is no reason why those diagnosed with autism 

cannot too use these tools (see left). Other countries who have issued 

stamps for World Autism Awareness Day include Uruguay (2013), Algeria 

(2016) and Peru (2016). 

 

Conclusion 

The expansion and evolution of the definition of the term ‘disability’ has been 

phenomenal. The majority of pre-1981 efforts disproportionately focus on physical disability 

(as opposed to learning and hidden disabilities). Since 1981, there has been a vast 

expansion of disability stamps globally. The bulwark of this boom in stamp issues focuses on 

physical disabilities and disability in sport as it did before 1981, but we have seen more 

stamps focusing on learning and hidden disabilities. An example of 

this is the first Macedonian rare disease/disability stamp issue in 2017 

focusing on Alport Syndrome (see right). Whilst more and a wider 

range of issues are still needed (mental health conditions, dyslexia, 

down syndrome and dementia/Alzheimer’s could also be covered), 

stamps celebrating dedicated days, anniversaries and conferences 

are now a useful mechanism for raising awareness. Since 1981, the majority of stamps now 

celebrate diversity, achievements and the benefits of an inclusive society (disabled 

parking and wheelchair ramps) as opposed to the often ill thought out charity pleas 

commonplace before 1981. Furthermore, and thankfully, seldom a post-1981 issue can be 

interpreted as being politically incorrect. 

                  An article by Michael Barron in Gibbons Stamp Monthly of May 2021 

 

TOP MUSIC STAMPS OF 2020 



Stamps honouring the 250th birth anniversary of Ludwig van Beethoven (1770-1827) placed 

first and third in the poll for the most popular music stamp of 2020 organized by 

Motivgruppe Musik, the International Philatelic Music Study Group. The Beethoven issue 

from Croatian Post Mostar (one of three companies that provide 

mail service in Bosnia and Herzegovina) topped the poll. The issue’s 

designer, Manlio Napoli, received the group’s Yehudi Menuhin 

trophy. The Beethoven commemorative from Hungary came in 

third in the poll. Placing second was an Austrian stamp featuring 

the double bass. Collectors from 59 countries participated in the 

online poll, which included 66 stamps from 51 postal 

administrations. The Croatian Post Mostar received 176 votes, 6.05 

percent, for its pair of Beethoven stamps designed by Napoli. The 

stamps are se-tenant (side-by-side) in a pane of eight stamps and 

two labels issued on 16 December 2020 (Bosnia and Herzegovina 

[Croat Administration]). In its press release, Motivgruppe Musik said 

about these 4-mark stamps, “Beethoven’s deeply rooted closeness to nature inspired the 

designer to subtly complement the famous Beethoven portrait by 

Joseph Karl Stieler with a barn swallow and a robin inspiring the master 

with their singing.” With 155 votes, 5.33 percent, the €1 Austrian stamp 

designed by Kirsten Lubach reached second place. Issued on 18 

March 2020, the stamp is the first in a series called “Austria, Land of 

Music.” The stamps in the series combine musical instruments with 

music that features them. Shown behind the double bass on the 2020 

stamp is part of Austrian composer Carl Ditters von Dittersdorf’s (1739–

99), handwritten score for Double Bass Concerto No. 2 in E-flat major. 

Hungary’s Beethoven stamp issued on 4 March 

2020, received 148 votes, 5.09 percent. The design 

by Orsolya Kara for this 5.20-forint stamp is based on Stieler’s Beethoven 

portrait and also shows a detail from one of the composer’s musical 

manuscripts. Two other Beethoven stamps also were included in the 

poll’s top 10, with Germany’s stamp placing fourth and Israel’s 

commemorative coming in 10th. Rounding out the top 10 are a Belgian 

stamp saluting dance in the Roaring Twenties (fifth place), a Christmas 

stamp from Ukraine showing carollers and a pipe organ (sixth), an 

Australian stamp depicting the Sydney Opera House (seventh), a stamp from San Marino 

picturing a cat and violin (eighth), and Great Britain’s stamp 

displaying the album cover art for Queen II by the rock band 

Queen (ninth). Motivgruppe Musik has conducted its annual 

poll to determine the most popular music stamp of the year 

since 1980. The trophy is awarded in memory of violinist and 

conductor Yehudi Menuhin (1916-99), who was the patron of 

the Philatelic Music Circle from 1969 until his death. 

Motivgruppe Musik was founded in 1959. Affiliated with the 

American Topical Association and the German Philatelic Society, it has approximately 250 

members in 35 countries. The group’s website is www.motivgruppe-musik.com.  
                An article by Denise McCarty in Linn’s Stamp News Weekly of 13 September 2021 
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International Court of Justice 

The International Court of Justice replaced its predecessor, the Permanent 

International Court of Justice in 1945, and is the principal judicial organ of the 

UN. It only tries cases between nations and only states may bring cases 

before the court. Most importantly, all states of the UN have agreed to abide 

by its decisions. Fifteen judges are elected for nine year terms by the UN 

Security Council on the basis of their knowledge of international law, but they 

do not represent their respective countries. The headquarters of the Court is The Hague, 

the Netherlands. Special stamps have been issued to frank mail of the Court, the first 

appearing in 1934 as overprinted Dutch stamps. Later issues depict the Palace of Peace in 

The Hague. These stamps are officially available to the public in mint condition, and are 

catalogued only in used condition. 

 

Inter-Panneau 

This is a truly international philatelic term, but it is seldom encountered nowadays. Inter is a 

Latin word for between and panneau is the French word for panel or pane. The term refers 

to a pair or block of stamps comprising stamps from two panes separated by a gutter. It 

could be used to describe gutter pairs and blocks in our time. 

 

Invalidated 

A stamp that has been rendered useless for further prepayment of postage is said to be 

invalidated. This may be done by a form of cancellation in the normal course of usage or 

by demonetisation. 

 

Invert 

This is a production error resulting in the stamp design printed 

upside down while the rest of the stamp was done correctly. This 

can happen when one or more sheets are entered into the printing 

process upside down. The best known rarity of such stamps is the 

24c airmail stamp of the USA issued on 13 May 1918, and around 

which several legends have originated. The facts, however, are 

that a collector, W.T. Robey went to the post office on 14 May and 

purchased a full sheet of 100 stamp, consisting of four panes of 25 

stamps. He noticed that the centres were inverted, showed it to the postal clerk, and went 

home with his prize possession. In spite of efforts by postal inspectors to retrieve the stamps, 

Robey sold the entire sheet to a Philadelphia dealer, Eugene Klein for a reported $15 000. 

That was the start of a journey with the value of the stamp increasing at almost every sale. 

It is the most famous stamp next to the British Guiana 1c magenta.   

 

Investment 

The subject of philatelic investment is an extensive subject that covers many aspects. 

Basically it is the purchase of such material in the hope that it will increase in value and 

provide a profit when sold. It is a subject of considerable controversy. There are those who 

claim that it harms the hobby, while others maintain that some benefits accrue. The truth is 

that harm is more likely to result when the inexperienced newcomer to the hobby 

attempts to make a quick buck in this way when a knowledgeable collector buys 

http://www.wikipedia.com/


carefully and selectively using the advantages that his experience can provide to make a 

long term investment. The former is likely to lose money and, having lost, will claim that 

philately is a racket. The latter will go along quietly enjoying his material as part of hisd 

planned collection as it gradually appreciates. The age old maxim still is caveat emptor – 

buyer beware 

 

IONIKON    

This inscription identifies the stamps of the Ionian Islands, off the coast of 

Greece under British  

administration. 

 

IOVR 

This is an overprint that identifies some postal tax issues of Romania. 

 

I.R. 

In 1898 US stamps of the 1895-98 issue were overprinted I.R. for use as Internal Revenue 

revenue stamps. At about the same time (between 1882 to1904) British stamps were 

overprinted I.R. for use by the British Inland Revenue. 

 

I.R./OFFICIAL 

 

Stamps of Great Britain from the period 1882 to 1904 bearing the overprint I.R./ 

OFFICIAL are Official stamps for use by the Department of Inland Revenue. 

There are two types of overprint, and counterfeits exist of all.  

 

I.S. 

Prior to the introduction of stamps overprinted O.S. in 1874 for general Official use, the 

British colony of South Australia used a number of different overprints to indicate use by 

specific government departments. I.S. stood for Inspector of Sheep. 

 

ISOLE ITALIANE DELL’EGEO 

 

The overprint or inscription ISOLE ITALIANE 

DELL’EGEO can be found on Italian stamps and they 

indicate that they were Official stamps for use on 

the Italian Aegean Islands.  

ISOLE JONIE 

 

 

This inscription identifies Italian occupation issues for the Ionian Islands. 

 

 

ISTRA SLOVENSKO PRIMORJE and ISTRIA LITTORALE SLOVENO 

 

This is the bilingual inscription on issues of Istria and Occupation 

Zone B after the Second World War. 

 

Istria 

The Istrian Peninsula lies in three countries: Croatia, Slovenia and Italy. By far 

the largest portion (89%) lies in Croatia. Before WW2 it formed part of the ex-

Italian province of Venezia Giulia. The area is located at the head of the 



Adriatic Sea adjacent to Croatian border. At the end of WW2 tamps of Italy were 

surcharged and overprinted ISTRIA prior to the release of the Zone B occupation stamps, 

which are listed in the stamp catalogue under Trieste.  

 

ITA-KARJALA Sot. Hallinto 

This overprint was applied to Finnish stamps during that country’s occupation 

of Soviet Eastern Karelia during WW2. 

 

Italian Austria 

At the end of WW2 Italy acquired Trentino and Trieste with surrounding 

territory from Austria. Stamps of Austria were overprinted 

Regno d’Italia Trentino 3 NOV 1918. These were followed the 

same year with Italian stamps overprinted Venezia Trentino. 

Stamps for use in Venezia Giulia, including Trieste, were 

created by overprinting Austrian stamps Regno d’Italia 

Venezia Giulia. These were followed by Italian stamps overprinted Venezia 

Giulia. In 1919 Italian stamps were surcharged with new denominations and issued for 

general use throughout the ex-Austrian territories.   
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