
 

 

 

NEWSLETTER No. 330 
 

11 August 2021: Favourite Covers 

 

Dear Members 
 

The twelfth meeting of the Society after the introduction of the Covid-19 lock-down in March 

2020 in South Africa was held at the Auckland Park venue of the Country Club Johannesburg 

on 11 August 2021. The State President announced that on the advice of the National Command 

Council the virus lock-down was to be set at adjusted level 3 with effect from 26 July 2021. 
 

The amended regulations for Level 3 as announced by the President are shown below: 
 

o The spread of the coronavirus had to be contained to limit its impact on economic activity. 

o The wearing of masks in public space was compulsory, non-compliance being a criminal 

offence with the possibility of prison sentence. 

o The hours of curfew would remain from 22h00 to 04h00. 

o Inter-provincial travel for leisure may resume. 

o Non-essential establishments such as restaurants, taverns, bars and fitness centres could 

reopen, but should close by 21h00 to allow employees and patrons to arrive home before 

the start of the curfew. 

o Gatherings with appropriate social distancing would be allowed to a maximum of 50 

persons indoors and 100 outdoors. These gatherings included religious services, political 

events, social gatherings, restaurants, gymnasiums, fitness centres, bars, taverns and similar 

places. 

o Attendance at funerals and cremations was limited to 50 people and all social distancing 

and health protocols had to be observed. 

o Night vigils and after-funeral gatherings were not allowed. 

o The sale of alcohol from retail outlets for off-site consumption would be permitted between 

10h00 and 18h00 from Monday to Thursday. 

o Alcohol sales for on-site consumption will be permitted as per licence conditions up to 

20h00. 

o The vaccination programme had to be accelerated so that the vast majority of adult South 

Africans could be vaccinated before the end of the year. 

o Peace and stability had to be maintained throughout the country to ensure that there were 

no further incidents of violence. 

o Support and relief had to be provided to poor households to alleviate the hardships and 

hunger they were going through. 

o The businesses affected by the looting and destruction of property had to be rebuilt. 

o The implementation of the Economic Reconstruction and Recovery Plan had to be 

accelerated to rebuild the economy, create employment and drive inclusive growth. 

Meeting Venue:  Country Club Johannesburg, Napier Road, Auckland Park 

 

PO Box 528 Florida Hills 1716 
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Holding of Philatelic Meetings at the Club. The management of the Club decided that the main 

gates of both venues, Auckland Park and Woodmead, would close at 21h00. Thus all philatelic 

meetings could start at 19h00 and would have to end by 20h30. The meeting on 11 August 2021 

thus started at 19h00 and finished at 20h30. 
 

Zoom Meetings. The response to the request on Page 1 of the July 2021 to notify Nikki Espley-

Jones whether members were interested in setting up Zoom meetings. Only 5 members had 

responded positively. Thus the committee decided that in the interim as long as physicals 

meetings were still allowed, Zoom meetings would be held in abeyance. 

 

1. CORONAVIRUS UPDATE 
l 

South Africa was now in the midst of the third Covid-19 infection wave, being the Delta variant. 

The date of 11 August 2021 was the 502nd day after the introduction of the lockdown. On the 

date of the meeting some 2 554 240 persons had contacted the Covid-19 virus and 75 774 had 

succumbed due to the virus. The recovery rate was now sitting at 91,5%. 
 

South Africa had administered its nine-millionth Covid-19 vaccination by 11 August 2021, 

making a positive milestone in the country's battle to stem the coronavirus. The vaccination plan 

was still far below expectations. 
 

At the time of writing this Newsletter, it was known that five members of the Witwatersrand 

Philatelic Society had been tested positive for the virus, four had fully recovered and one was 

struggling along. 
 

Once again Ian Matheson kindly 

provided three graphs as reflected to 

the right, showing the Covid-19 

position with respect to new cases of 

the virus in South Africa, the United 

Kingdom and the USA. It is obvious 

that the United Kingdom had the 

virus reasonably under control as 

the majority of the population had 

been vaccinated and the economy 

had been opened up. 
 

New virus cases and deaths in South 

Africa in certain provinces were still 

climbing at a fast rate. The riots, 

looting of shops and arson reported 

in the July 2021 Newsletter had 

resulted in the Covid-19 virus 

becoming a super-spreader and over 

300 persons were killed. 
 

Philatelist should make sure that 

they and their families stay at home, 

whenever possible. Don’t forget to 

wear your mask, otherwise the 

National Command Council will get 

you and you’ll have to spend time in 

prison, if there is still room left in the prisons in South Africa. 
 

The National State of Disaster had now been extended to 15 September 2021 to mitigate the 

spread of the virus. 
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2. MESSAGES FROM MEMBERS 
 

a. Dr David Mordant (Our home member in Vancouver, Canada.) 
 

First of all, I am all in favour of you having Zoom meetings as anyone, anywhere, who is a 

member of the Society can participate. 8pm in RSA is 11am here, so it could work well. It is 

at the same time 2pm in New York, so anyone based in the USA could participate during 

daylight hours. And Europe’s Time Zones are not too different from the RSA’s. 

Thank you for a tour d’ force newsletter. Fabulous reading and a great belly laugh from 

Herwig Kussing. Incidentally I think just pronounce the new name for P E as “Bertha”. 

Here in Vancouver our local stamp club had its 900th meeting with an in-person barbecue 

which was simultaneously “Zoomed” for those that could not attend in person. So at 12 

meetings per annum, at least 75 years old. 
 

Here in British Columbia the restrictions due to Covid are being very rapidly withdrawn as 

many citizens have had the two jabs and the incidence of the plague is falling dramatically. 

Long may the plague continue to fall. Personally, my booster vaccine (Pfizer) made me 

extremely uncomfortable for 24 hours, but the medical professionals tell us this occurs in 

patients with a high antibody titre. So seemingly a good sign. 
 

My wife has been in hospital with circulatory problems to her lower left leg and foot. She is 

now home and I am her nurse, changing the dressings and bandages daily. However the very 

strict Nursing Council here has already warned me that it is strictly against its protocols for 

a male nurse to have an inappropriate relationship with a female patient, or I will be 

prosecuted. There’s bureaucracy for you!! 
 

The Royal Philatelic Society of Canada’s joint participation with the American Philatelic 

Society has published its first monograph on Ice Hockey, and a great achievement it seems to 

have been. 
 

The stamp market continues very firm here in North America – almost as hot as the once in a 

century heat wave we have been experiencing her on the West Coast of the USA and Canada. 

And terrible, terrible wild fires. 

 

Very kind regards to all in the terrible times you seem to be experiencing in Gauteng and Kwa 

Zulu Natal. If we can help in any way, please contact us. 
 

David Mordant. 

 

b. Prof. Peter Thy 
 

A note was received from Peter Thy, an overseas home member of the Society and the Editor 

of the Forerunners. 
 

Attached is an Exchange Copy of the Forerunners, the official Journal of the Philatelic 

Society for Greater Southern Africa. 
 

You (Herbie) are getting this email because you are known to us to be an editor of a southern 

African Specialist journal or webpage. Please let us know if our information is outdated. 
 

Below are links that will bring the journal to appear on your computer screen. The two first 

links will get the journal to appear as pdf-format. Click on download without waiting for 

the journal to appear in the window. You will have to save the copy dependent on how your 

computer works. You may also have to paste the link into your web browser to get some 

results. There are two versions. The small is the web-optimized version. The other is the 

standard print version. 
 

The deadline for the next issue will be December 15, 2021. Let us have any announcements 

from your own society that may be of interest to a broader audience. 
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Standard (4 MB): https://www.dropbox.com/s/5jpwez358qo9an0/FR100_Web.pdf?dl=0 
 

Web (6 MB): https://www.dropbox.com/s/hu70m1znwjw8dw1/FR100_Print.pdf?dl=0 
 

Finally note that our website now have the past versions of Forerunners posted from No. 1 

to No. 91. All interested collectors can freely download and print their own copies, if so 

desired. 

 

Peter Thy, The Editor, Forerunners, thy@kronestamps.dk , http://www.psgsa.org 

 

c. Denise & Don Collie.  
 

Herbie received a sad message from Denise a week before the meeting on 11 August 2021 

advising that Don had a serious fall six weeks ago weeks ago, when he fell down a long flight 

of stairs and onto the gravel car-park area below. Broke his left wrist and did serious 

damage to his legs, necessitating skin grafts. 
 

He is recovering slowly, but it will still be several weeks before he is his normal self again. 
 

Regards Denise and Don. 

 

3. PHILATELIC SOCIETY MEETING ON 11 AUGUST 2021 
 

The twelfth meeting of the Society after the 

introduction of the Covid-19 lockdown in 

South Africa in March 2020 was held in the 

Ball Room at the Auckland Venus on 

Wednesday, 11 August 2021 at 19h00. The 

meeting was supposed to be the Grand 

Challenge Match, being the initiative of Chris 

Mobsby RDPSA and held each year since 2005. 

It was last held in August 2019 before the 

introduction of the Covid-19 Lockdown. The 

Grand Challenge Match requires the voluntary 

or forced appointment of two captains and each 

finding 5 one-frame exhibitors, thus showing 

10 one-frame exhibits for the evening. Unfortunately the July 2021 was cancelled due to the 

lockdown and the necessary teams could not be assembled. Thus the August evening became a 

further favourite cover evening. 

 

i. Welcome 
 

Nine members attended the meeting and six dined in the Club Room before the meeting. 
 

The President welcomed the attendees, the only Distinguished Philatelist being Ian 

Matheson. 
 

Apologies were received from Peter van der Molen, Jill Redmond, Howard Green, Jim 

Findlay, Denise Collie, Don Collie, Janice Botes, Pat Flanagan, Robbie & Lenie Schmidt, 

Joha de Maayer, Alastair MacDuff, David Chandler, Charl Webber, Chris & Beate Carey, 

Francois Friend, Robert Harm and Nikki Espley-Jones. 
 

ii. Dates for next Meetings 
 

 

Wednesday  8 September 2021 One-Frame Evening 

Wednesday 13 October 2021 Second Competitive Evening 

Wednesday 10 November 2021 Invited Exhibitor 

Wednesday  8 December 2021 President’s Evening + Cocktail Party 

https://www.dropbox.com/s/5jpwez358qo9an0/FR100_Web.pdf?dl=0
https://www.dropbox.com/s/hu70m1znwjw8dw1/FR100_Print.pdf?dl=0
mailto:thy@kronestamps.dk
http://www.psgsa.org/
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iii. General 
 

 Stamp Study Circle Meeting. The next meeting at the Woodmead Section of the Club 

will be held on Wednesday, 25 August 2021. The chairman for the evening will be 

Herbie Schaffler. 
 

 London 2020/2022. This major exhibition is to be held at the Business Design Centre 

in Islington in London from 19 to 26 February 2022 with Pat Flanagan RDPSA as the 

South African commissioner. 
 

 Cape Town 2021 International Stamp Exhibition. This exhibition to be held in the 

Cape Town International Conference Centre (CTICC) under FIP patronage, has been 

further delayed and will now be held from 8 to 12 November 2022. This Conference 

Centre has now been made the centre for Covid-19 vaccinations in Cape Town. 
 

 SAVPEX 2021. This virtual one-frame exhibit was held at the Kopano Nokeng 

Conference Centre in Bloemfontein from 22 to 25 July 2021. Nine of our members 

exhibited in the exhibition. The results and scores for the exhibits were forwarded to 

the exhibitor a few days ago. The Wits exhibitors were: 
 

o Dr Avi Barit – Basutoland 1961 Decimal Overprints 

o Dr Lawrence Barit – Bechuanaland 1961 Decimal Overprints. 

o Dr Shimon Barit – Queen Elizabeth II Head Errors. 

o Herwig Kussing – SA Antelopes on Booklets and Postcards. 

o Paul Wijnants – Portland Exchange Office for United States Transatlantic Mail 

by Alan Line (1859 – 1870. 

o Dr Ian Matheson – Newspaper Duty in the Cape of Good Hope (1827 – 1848). 

o Prof.. Peter Thy – Early Bechuanaland Telegraph Forms. 

o Gary Pienaar – Inauguration of Voortrekker Monument 16 December 1949. 

o André du Plessis – Chinese Indentured Workers on the Rand (1904 – 1910). 
 

Top marks were obtained by Ian Matheson, Paul Wijnants and André du Plessis. 
 

Ian Matheson made a couple of interesting observations from his experience with the 

judging of the Savpex exhibits. South Africa was a pioneer in the topic of competitive 

virtual exhibiting; although other countries have joined the movement, there were still 

elements, which needed to be cleared up in the rules. 
 

In the exhibits received this year, we saw examples of the same item featuring in more 

than one exhibit. Obviously, this would be impossible in a physical exhibition. 

However there was nothing in the rules (yet) prohibiting such a practice, so the 

exhibits were judged as stand-alone displays and the practice was accepted. An 

official opinion would be useful for future shows. The view was expressed in 

communication with other judges that virtual shows should mimic physical shows to 

the greatest extent reasonably possible. 
 

Some exhibitors simply scanned an existing one frame exhibit and submitted the scans 

for judging. Any untidiness from irregularly shaped items, mounting difficulties with 

thick items and the like were evident in the scan. However, a number of exhibits were 

submitted that had never been written up on pages. The philatelic items were scanned 

individually and arranged on a virtual page with text boxes and illustrations also added 

as if presenting a poster. The final effect was pleasing and neat, and seemed to enjoy 

an advantage over the genuine written-up pages. If this proved to be acceptable in 

future, then publishing software would become the norm instead of an image of the 

pages that would be seen at a real show. 
 

There were many A2 size images submitted for judging. There is a rule that items 

cannot be ‘improved’, e.g. by use of Photoshop to make postmarks clearer, or by 
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electronically ‘trimming’ an irregular or ragged cover or document to make the 

condition appear neater. However, without access to the originals, the judges would 

never know what has been done. Maybe this was another case where guidelines were 

required? 
 

 2021 National Exhibition (Vrystaat 2021 Nationale Uitstalling). This exhibition will 

take place at the Kopano Nokeng Conference Centre in Bloemfontein, together with 

Junass 2021, from 21 to 23 October 2021. Entries close on 1 September 2021. 
 

 2021 Philatelic Congress. This will take place at the Kopano Nokeng Conference 

Centre on Saturday, 23 October 2021, starting at 09h00. The WPS is entitled to three 

delegates. If you would like to be a delegate, please notify Herbie as soon as possible 

as the names of delegates have to be submitted to André do Plessis by 6 October 2021. 
 

 For Sale Table. At each meeting going forward there 

will be a table adjacent to the podium for placing of 

philatelic or other material for sale to boost the 

Society’s funds. There might be items that you would 

like to purchase 
 

 New Philatelic Book. 
 

JUST RELEASED 

NEW PUBLICATION 
 

RHODESIAN PHILATELY TO 1924 

THE BRITISH SOUTH AFRICA COMPANY PERIOD 
 

Attached is the notice of the publication and 

availability of a new book. A book written and 

published by three home members of the WPS – Patrick 

Flanagan, Colin Hoffman and Brian Trotter 
 

This 720 page, full colour, hard bound book on the 

philatelic aspects of the British South Africa Company 

in Rhodesia to 1924, provides an overview of the postal 

history, stamps, and revenues of the period and much 

more. 
 

Published by the Royal Philatelic Society London, a limited number of copies are 

now available in South Africa, through Patrick Flanagan FRPSL, RDPSA. Details from 

patf@fgprop.com. 
 

Priced at £35 plus postage for members of the Rhodesia Study Circle or at £55 plus 

postage for non-members. 
 

 Federation Website: Just a reminder that the PFSA website changed a while ago to 

make it more user-friendly for stamp collectors. The address is now 

www.stampssa.africa. This is also a reminder that the members and guests can read 

the electronic versions of the SA Philatelist on the new PFSA website. 
 

To access the website, push ‘Control’ and then click on the link below:  
 

www.stampssa.africa/publications 
 

 New PFSA E-mail Address. André du Plessis, the Chief Operating Officer of the 

Federation, advised that a new gmail address has been registered for the Philatelic 

Federation as pfsastamps@gmail.com. 
 

André’s address remains andredupfs@gmail.com. 

 

 

mailto:patf@fgprop.com
http://www.stampssa.africa/
http://www.stampssa.africa/publications
mailto:pfsastamps@gmail.com
mailto:andredupfs@gmail.com


 

 

7 

iv. Item of Interest 
 

Robert Wenger 

showed one item of 

interest, being a 

commercial cover, 

machine cancelled 

on 28.12.1931 in 

Pretoria, to the 

Union Castle Mail 

Steamship Company 

in Johannesburg. 

The cover was 

franked with a single 

Orange Free State 

V.R.I. stamp, 

overprinted 2d on Twee Pence. This was a 1900 Boer War printing. Robert was of the 

opinion that this stamp should have been disallowed at the late stage of 1931. 
 

He subsequently found out that the VRI stamps were only demonitised in 1938. Thus 

this usage was above board in 1931. 

 

v. Presentation of Favourite Cover Exhibits 
 

Five exhibitors presented some of their favourite covers: 
 

First to exhibit was Peter Oppenheim with five pages of his Austrian 

Empire collection, spanning from 1822 to 1904. Then Austria 

(Österreich) issued its first stamps in 1850. 

o The first page displayed 3 pre-stamp covers, one franked in Salzburg in 

1822, the next one franked in Eferding in 1839 and the third one franked 

in Oedenburg in 1840. 

o The second page showed the 1850 first issue of the orange 3 Keuzer value 

on various papers and shades on 5 Entires (folded letter-sheets); franked in Graz, Bregenz, 

Wien (Vienna), Leoben, and Baden. Note the inversions of some of the stamps. 

o The third page showed the greenish-blue variety of the 1850 issue with 9 Kreuzer values, 

on three covers stamped Wien (Vienna), Biala 

(Poland) and posted Karansebes (Romania). 
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o The fourth page exhibited the 1863 issue of the oval “Arms of Austria” on Entires (folded 

letter-sheets), showing various Viennese postmarks 

Three such covers were shown below: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

o The last page showed the famous 1904 Upper Silesia 3 Reign Cover at Myslowitz, where 

the borders of Austria, Germany and Russia met! On the reverse side are effigies of the 

three rulers. Ten years later these three countries were at War, the result of which would 

see the demise of the Austrian Empire 
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Next to show was Robert Wenger with two pages, each carrying two favourite covers. 
 

The first page showed two commercial covers of Kenya, Uganda and Tanganyika (KUT), 

the emphasis being on the usage of the 

Wilson’s Airmail Feeder Service. Prior to 

Imperial Airways flights from London to 

Cape Town and return, Wilson Coastal 

Airmail Feeder Service undertook the task 

of carrying mail from the outgoing districts 

of Nairobi from where Imperial Airways 

would carry the mail to either London or 

Cape Town. The cover to the left was posted 

on 02.12.1933 in Dar es Salaam to London. 

The purple cachet on the lower left shows 

the Wilson Carrier Service. 

The second page also showed two 

commercial airmail covers carried 

by Wilson’s Airmail Feeder 

Service. The cover to the right was 

posted on 31.05 1936 in Nairobi to 

Ellerman & Bucknall (Pty) Ltd in 

Cape Town. The Wilson’s Feeder 

Service carried the mail to the 

outgoing districts of Nairobi from 

where Imperial Airways would 

carry the mail to the final 

destination. 
 

Wilson’s Coastal Airmail Feeder 

Service operated from 1924 to 

1938 and the routes were Dar es 

Salaam, Zanzibar, Tanga, Mombasa, Nairobi and return. 

 

Next to exhibit was 

Ian Matheson with 

Uganda embossed 

revenue stamps. He 

showed a brief 

selection of these 

embossed stamps and 

a typical telegraph 

form. 

 

The earliest example 

of a telegraph form 

was an East Africa 

and Uganda telegraph 

form. A printing of 

20 380 was carried 

out in April 1909 under requisition No. 3/09. 
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He then showed a few examples from Uganda Protectorate (10c to 50c) used between 

1936 and 1964.  These were small oval stamps with a crown and the value in the centre. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Finally, certain 

stamps of the 

Republic of 

Uganda showed 

an image of a 

crane, the 

National bird of 

the Republic. The Balearica Regulorum was part of the 

family of the cranes. Duties shown were 30 shillings,   

20 000 shillings, 50 000 shillings and 80 000 shillings. 

Inflation had led to significant reduction in the value 

of Ugandan currency. The last example from the Republic was in the same design but 

inscribed ‘VALIDITY B. This allowed the same stamp to be used as the currency 

fluctuated. 

 

Next to show was Danna Strydom with a few pages of ZAR Transvaal covers. 

Unfortunately Danna had serious 

business commitments and was unable 

to provide a write-up and a few scans. 

To not disappoint members of the 

Society, Herbie scanned the Internet 

and found a suitable cover to include 

in the Newsletter. It is a cover posted 

on 01.07.1872 addressed to the Cape 

Colony. Danna’s write-up will be 

inserted in the September 2021 

Newsletter. 

 

Last, but not least, to exhibit was Herbie Schaffler with two pages, each with two pre-

stamps covers of the old Kingdom of Saxony (Sachsen) in Germany. The old state of 

Saxony was situated in central Germany, bordering on Provinz Sachsen, Schlesien, 

Bohemia, Bavaria and Thüringen. It became a kingdom in 1806 under the rule of King 

Frederick Augustus I. The main cities were Dresden, Leipzig and Chemnitz. After the 

Battle of Leipzig in October 1813, Saxony became one of the most highly industrialised 

areas in the German Empire. 
 

The earliest postal markings in the state were made in Dresden and Leipzig in 1817 

followed by markings in other towns from April 1818.  
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The first page 

showed two 

Saxony pre-

stamp covers, the 

first from 

Klappendorf to 

Dresden, dated 

07.05.1820 and 

the second from 

Dippoldiswalde 

to the War 

Military College 

in Dresden, posted on 27.11.1828. It is quite amazing how a cover nearly 200 years old is 

still so clear. 
 

The second page showed two further pre-stamp covers, one from Zittau to London, dated 

16.09.1832 (shown below) and the other from Leipzig to London, dated 26.08.1843. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

4. END OF NEWSLETTER 
 

The President thanked the exhibitors for a superb 

display of favourite covers. It is quite amazing how 

Society members are always willing to show 

something of interest at meetings. 

 

Stay safe and don’t forget to wear your mask. Also 

don’t forget to read the Newsletter. It’s contains 

some interesting information. 

 

So long folks. We hope to see you at the next 

meeting 

 

 

Herbie Schaffler 
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