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The more things change
- the more they stay the same!
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Correspondence to THE SA
SA PHILATELIST should
be addressed to the
Editorial Board. Material
received is most welcome
and will be reviewed.
Articles, letters and
items of interest may be
published and stand the
chance of being rewarded
with a writing gift.

The views expressed in this publication
do not necessarily represent those of the
Philatelic Federation of South Africa. While
every effort is made to ensure accuracy
and honesty in the editorial columns of
this magazine, the publisher and editor
cannot be held responsible for inaccurate
information supplied and consequently
published. Publication of articles is subject
to availability of space and cannot be
guaranteed in each edition. Copyright
for material published in this magazine
is strictly reserved. Illustrations are not
necessarily actual size because of space
constraints.

EDITORIAL POLICY
The Editorial Board reserves the right to
accept or decline any articles, letters or any
other material submitted for publication,
and reserves the right to effect minor
changes of spelling, punctuation, grammar
and word choice without requesting prior
permission from the author(s). For more
substantial revisions, such as shortening or
restructuring, either the Board will request
the author(s) to effect such changes or will
propose amendments to the author prior to
publication - if no agreement can be reached
then publication will be declined.

by David Collins, a member of the Edenvale Philatelic Society,
lives in Colorado, USA.
It always feels like an accomplishment to remove a modern gimmick
stamp from the scrap of envelope attached to it. In this case the dark blue
is heat sensitive and reveals words when touched.
When wet it curls about
twice over into a small tube.
It was a process to flatten
it out again. Fortunately it
was not also self adhesive!
Another Spanish gimmick:
die cuts along the design
features in the middle. If you
don't notice them, the whole
stamp breaks into pieces.
Finally every Spanish stamp
produced in the last few
years has a die cut “ñ” in a
bottom corner.
Cool feature as that accent only shows up in a few languages.

Finally the dates for
MonacoPhil 2022: from
24 to 26 November 2022
“We hope to welcome a large
number of visitors in November
next year”
- Patrick Maselis
General Commissioner

Mona co Ph il 20 22

PARTNERS
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DISCLAIMER

P U B L I CAT I O N :

The South African Philatelist, a bi-monthly
stamp magazine, is published by the
Philatelic Federation of South Africa
(PFSA). This is one of the oldest running
stamp magazines in the world and was
founded in 1920.
Annual Subscription:
Electronic copy:
•RSA and Worldwide - R70.00
Printed copy:
•South Africa - R300.00
(Including local postage)
•SADC countries - R750.00
(Include International postage via airmail)

•Foreign countries - R1,100.00

(Include International postage via airmail)

PLEASE NOTE:

Subscription for a printed copy is for
six issues per year and automatically
include access to an electronic copy.
The 2021 rates are also available on the
PFSA official website
under ‘CONTACT/JOIN ’:
www.stampssa.africa
Enquiries regarding
subscriptions and PFSA membership
can be addressed to the C.O.O. André
du Plessis at andredupfs@gmail.com
Tel: +27 (0)83 399 1755
Contributions and letters for the
publication must be forwarded to the
Editorial Board of The SA Philatelist,
PO Box 131600, Benoryn, 1504.
South Africa or email: janice@gdb.co.za
Advertising Rates available from the
C.O.O. André du Plessis, PO Box
53100, Wierda Park, 0149 or email the
Production Editor: janice@gdb.co.za
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F E D E R AT I O N N E W S

PARTICIPANTS FROM AROUND THE WORLD
from the Chief Operating Officer of the PFSA
André du Plessis 083 399 1755.
https://w w w. s t a m p s s a . a f r i c a
https://www.facebook.com/groups/
EXPLORE THESE EXHIBITS THAT CAN BE SEEN ON THE PFSA WEBSITE

SAVPEX 2021

The challenging times of 2021, our sixth year of Virtual

Stamp Exhibitions,
caused uncertainty in the number of international and foreign participants.
The world has seen the arrival of Virtual Exhibitions and successful ones
have been held in Australia, Canada, United Kingdom and the United States,
with many more to come. All FIP and FIAP affiliated countries were invited to participate in SAVPEX 2021 with excellent
response. In May 2021, the total entries received amounted to 117 of which 98 from 22 Countries from all five Continents.
For the first time we have received entries from Belgium; Guatemala, Finland, India; Japan; Kuwait; Saudi Arabia and South
Korea. These in addition to our ‘usual’ and most welcome participants from Australia, New Zealand United Kingdom and the
United States of America. Support from the International Philately Federations has been phenomenal.

We would like to thank all Federations and Exhibitors for their support, and trust that SAVPEX will strengthen in years to
come. Last, but certainly not least - the Organising Committee lead by Emil Minnaar, RDPSA and Joof van der Merwe.
TRADITIONAL
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M A R C O P H I LY

by Alex Visser RDPSA, Pretoria Philatelic Society

Email: alex.visser@up.ac.za

The tumultuous Griqualand West
Paul van Zeyl’s editorial with his 3 April 2021 auction
listing opened an interesting piece of our history. A number
of researchers/authors have discussed the Griqualand West
period from 1860 to 1880, amongst whom is Putzel in the
Encyclopaedia vol. 1 and 2, Goldblatt and Gilbert Allis (‘Cape
of Good Hope – Its postal history and postage stamps’, Stanley
Gibbons, 1930).
When diamonds were first discovered in the territory in 1866,
Nicolas Waterboer, the Griqua Chief, attempted to lay claim
to the territory. The Orange Free State already had a postal
agent at Pniel and the Transvaal was trying to establish a
presence on both sides of the Orange and Vaal Rivers. The
British Government put the various claims out for arbitration
and in the so-called ‘Keate Award’ the territory was awarded
to Waterboer, despite the fact that the map of the area had
been falsified. The diggers tried to establish a Republic shortly
thereafter, but at the request from Waterboer British troops
arrived at the diggings.
Since the Cape Parliament refused to have the territory
incorporated, the British Government annexed the area as a
Crown Colony. Mail had been handled via the Orange Free
State agent, but the Cape Government established its first Post
Office at Klip Drift, later Barkly in January 1871.The first dated
oval (DO) date stamp was inscribed DIAMONDFIELDS (Fig.1
for early use) and DU TOIT’S PAN followed shortly after and
remained in use until 1881 (Fig.2). Catalogues indicate that
the first Griqualand postage stamps were issued in Sept 1874,
which was a manuscript in red ink on a Cape stamp. This
was followed by ‘G W.’ overprints on Cape stamps and in
March 1877 by 17 different ‘G’ overprints. The first overprints
are shown in Fig.3. Forgeries of these overprints exist, and
one of the key indicators is that all the overprints were on
Crown over CC watermarked Cape stamps. In 1880 the Cape
Parliament finally agreed to a merger and Griqualand West
was incorporated in the Cape Colony in Oct. 1880. After the
merger the remaining stock of the overprinted stamps was used
exclusively in GW until July 1881 (Allis), when the remainder
was returned from Kimberley to Cape Town, and redistributed
among a number of post offices in the Colony where they
were used as ordinary Cape stamps. The SA Colour Catalogue
indicates that the prices for used stamps after amalgamation
are for ordinary used stamps which is interpreted as being the
same as for the Cape stamps without overprint. The catalogues
give no indication of numbers of stamps that were returned,
but Allis gives the following numbers:
½d slate x127 000; 1d carmine x303 603; 4d blue x196
560; 6d mauve x79 200; 1/- green x124 320; & 5/- orange
x7 560.
These numbers can be used to give an indication of relative
scarcity, and thus value. A number of larger Cape offices used
these returned stamps, such as Cape Town, Port Elizabeth,
East London, King Williams Town (catalogues give a more
comprehensive listing). From the listing it is evident that a
significant number of stamps were returned, and use can only
be identified by clear dated postmarks.
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Fig.1: 1872 Diamondfields Dated Oval with dumb canceller before
overprinted stamps were used. (Goldblatt).

Fig.2. 1881 Du Toit’s Pan Dated Oval canceller with dumb
canceller after amalgamation.

Fig.3: 1877 First overprint with upper case ‘G’.
(SA Colour Catalogue).
The first defacing stamps used by the post offices in Griqualand
West (GW) were the Cape’s Small and Large Triangle
obliterators (Goldblatt), and in 1872 a Lined Circular Bar
dumb defacer was introduced (Figs.1 & 2). Identification was
only possible when applied together with a Diamondfields
(seen from 15.3.1871 to 17.9.1873) or two types of Du Toit’s
Pan Dated Oval (DO) (seen from 29.2.1872 to 15.12.1881)
on cover. In 1873 the Barred Diamond Numeral Canceller
(BDNC) was introduced, and numbers 1 to 11 were issued
although the offices where some numbers were used are
unknown. Fig.4 shows BDNC No. 6/9 used at Du Toit’s Pan
after amalgamation. No. 1 was issued to De Beers N.R. (New
Rush) and after the town was renamed Kimberley it was used
with the Kimberley date stamp (9.10.1873 to 1.7.1878).
Double Arc (DA) date stamps (Fig.5a - e) were brought into
service in GW from 1872 and five instruments were provided
to three offices. The Junction R & M instrument was used at
the office at the junction of the Riet and Modder Rivers in
the Herbert district. In 1879 a single circle date stamp was
introduced at the General Post Office at Kimberley (Fig.5f).
A similar single circle date stamp was allocated to Barkly
with GW at the base, seen used 16.10.1881 to 4.9 1888.
The SA Philatelist, August 2021 .

This Barkly date stamp thus could not have been used on GW
overprinted stamps during the GW period.

Fig.4: 1883 Du Toit’s Pan
Barred Diamond Numeral
Canceller 6/9 and single circle date stamp. (Payne).

a		

b		

The importance of a clear date stamp to ensure that the
item originated from GW and not the Cape cannot be overemphasised. Only BDNC, Double Arc and a single circle with
Griqualand GPO are thus valid date stamps.
The exercise of identifying correct use of postage stamps is
also true for the postage due stamps of the Transvaal issued in
1907. Prior to 1 June 1910 Transvaal postage due stamps could
only have been used in the Transvaal. After the formation of the
Union only the Transvaal had postage due stamps which were
reprinted when needed, until 1914/15 when the first Union
postage due stamps were issued. Note that the interprovincial
period is later than for the postage stamps which were replaced
from 1.10.1913. Stanley Gibbons lists interprovincial use,
and as expected use by the smaller provinces, Natal and OFS,
demand a premium. Looking through my Transvaal postage
due stamps as a rough estimate about 10% or less have a
legible place name and date, as shown in Fig.7.

c		
a 		
b		
c
Fig7: Three examples of interprovincial use, (a) Pretoria
24AUGA10, (b) De Aar 12DE/12 and (c) Retreat JU 20/13.

d		
e		
f
Fig.5: Examples of the five Double Arc date stamps used in GW as
well as an example of a single circle date stamp (Goldblatt).
A correspondent provided the Griqualand
West 5/- revenue stamp cancelled with a
Griqua Town squared circle with ‘Griq.
West’ at the base shown in Fig.6. The date
is A/NO 8/86. This is an intriguing item
as the postmark has not been previously
recorded and the date is after 1881 when
all surplus postage stamps were returned
to Cape Town but it is unclear whether
this also applied to revenue stamps. I trust
that revenue specialists can clarify this
situation.
Fig.6: 1886 Griqualand West revenue stamp
with unknown squared circle date stamp.

Soos in hierdie rubriek getoon het Griekwaland
Wes maar ‘n kortstondige bestaan gehad en
desnieteenstaande ‘n fasinerende studieveld
gevorm. Die vroeë tydperk was nou aan die
OVS posgeskiedenis gekoppel vanweë die
poskantoor by Pniel. Gedurende die tydperk
van die Kroonkolonie is die posstelsel aan die
gang gekry en eie seëls met ‘n “G” oordruk het
‘n verskeidenheid variasies tot gevolg gehad.
Na amalgamasie is hierdie oorgedrukte seëls
vryelik in die Kaap gebruik, slegs uitkenbaar
deur die pleknaam en datum. ‘n Inkomsteseël
met ‘n onbekende datumstempel het vir my aan
die kopkrap gesit. Wie kan help? Identifikasie
van datumstempel en datum is ook nodig vir
Transvaalse boeteseëls om interprovinsiale
gebruik te identifiseer.

Th e C a p e Tow n I n t e r n a t i o n a l S t a mp Ex hibition from 8 to 12 November 2022.

Website: www.capetown2022.org
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I TEM O F IN T E RE S T

Two stories, a connection, some research and a little imagination
by Sean Burke, Rhodesian Study Circle

When

we consider this hobby, which my wife sometimes
refers to as an affliction, it is really all about the stories. Stories
surrounding the stamps and postal history of countries. We
examine the stamps – their design, their production, their
use, forgeries etc. We write about the postal routes and rates,
the post offices, the cancels and so forth. Then there are the
people behind it all. And, in so many cases, when we let our
imagination free, we find links that are endlessly fascinating.
Here is but one tale.
I have been collecting Southern Rhodesia KGVI advertising
covers for a little while. This advertising cover from Strachan
& Co, Salisbury, Southern Rhodesia is possibly, to date, my
favourite cover.

Fig.1.
It reminded me, once again, that early pharmacists were often
the publishers of postcards. Did we not, until recent decades,
entrust the developing of our photographs to pharmacists?
(And, with respect to this cover, there were philatelists in the
family!) What also makes this particular cover interesting to
me is the use of a form of ‘art deco’ design in the production.
A little history...
In June 1891, the first commercial pharmacy,
Lowenstein & Strachan was opened in
Salisbury, Rhodesia, (now Harare, Zimbabwe)
by Welshman, John Strachan. The initial fixed
premises comprised a round pole and dagga
hut in Pioneer Street. John Strachan was a
qualified chemist and druggist, and also was
trained at a dental hospital where he performed
tooth extractions. Leopold Lowenstein was
in charge of the Johannesburg branch while
the Salisbury business was run by Strachan.
Owing to an incident which the drivers of
Strachan’s supply wagon had with a lion on
arrival in Salisbury, the chemist shop acquired
the name Lion Dispensary. Towards the end of
1891 Strachan had a thatched hut built on the
Causeway. A ‘handsome’ chemist shop under
the name of Strachan and Co. was opened in Fig.2.
Pioneer Street in December 1895 and later
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a more modern establishment was built in Baker Avenue in
the area known as Causeway. In 1902 Strachan sold out to
Mr. James Dobie and Mr. George Drakes, who retained the
name Strachan and Co. By 1910 the firm had premises at
Causeway, Kopje and a branch on Manica Road. The Kopje
establishment was closed in 1914.
But wait there is more!
When I attended the World Stamp Show in New York
in 2016, there was a meeting of Rhodesian Study Circle
members. There I met a fellow RSC member, Dr Robert Bell
who resides in Arizona.
Robert Bell trained as a pharmacist in the UK at Portsmouth
University in the 1950s where he met his wife Jeanette.
He emigrated to Rhodesia in 1957 and in 1961
was asked by Charles Holmes to take over the
management of Strachan’s Photo Pharmacy
on Baker Avenue, Salisbury. Shortly after this,
Robert with Ed Drakes, Peter Holland, and
one other investor became joint owners of the
business. In 1963, with Jeanette taking over the
management at Strachan’s, Robert enrolled as
a medical student when Birmingham University
in the UK started awarding its own medical
degrees at the University College of Rhodesia
and Nyasaland. Shortly after
graduation
Robert joined the medical faculty of the same
University undertaking lecturing in pharmacology.
Currently Strachan’s is operating as a
photographic business and is owned by David Dell who has
devoted much of his free time to the Friends of the Hwange
Trust that protects the animals in the Hwange National Park.
https://friendsofhwange.com/tag/dave-dell/
The second part of the story. It started with a minor purchase
on EBay a few years ago, of a used postcard.
This picture postcard was published by Strachan & Co.,
Salisbury, Rhodesia, around the beginning of the 20th Century.
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A STAMP POEM...

The Postage Stamp
a reminder from by David Wigston, East Rand PS

We are three months
away from Stampshow
V R I J S T A A T 2021.

Although there is no miniature sheet available this year, a canceller
will be available. Thea Clemons, Graphic Designer at Philatelic
Services, created the design.

The Organising committee would like to invite and
remind collectors to enter before 1 September 2021.
To encourage first time exhibitors, Federation will sponsor
their entry fee. The Jury Chairman, Michael Wigmore RDPSA,
will put together the jury, which will be published in the
October 2021 of The SA Philatelist.
We look forward to seeing you at the Vrijstaat Stampshow 2021
Accomodation enquiries / entries should be addressed to
Joof van der Merwe, jnc1@vodamail.co.za
Entry forms and the Prospectus are available on the
PFSA website, www.stampssa.africa
Our venue: www.kopanonokeng.co.za/
It has a cancel of SALISBURY 27 OCT 1904 tying a
1d Rhodesia Small Arms stamp. The card depicts a
scene In the Mazoe District. Now, in all of this there
is nothing remarkable – it is just interesting to the
collector of early Rhodesian postal history. (Rhodesia
then was administered by Royal Charter by the British
South Africa Company.)
What drew my attention was the comments on the
postcard:
Everything progressing swimmingly here or will
be soon if rain continues, the wet season has set in
capitally and if it continues should have a good season
for the farmers. I feel somewhat anxious as to whether
letters will reach you safely with those mad Russians
running amuck on the High Seas, but have no doubt
our Navy will do its duty when necessary …
Now another little bit of history. The ‘Dogger Bank
incident’ occurred on the night of 21 and 22 October,
1904, when the Russian Baltic Fleet mistook a British
trawler fleet from Kingston-upon-Hull in the Dogger
Bank area of the North Sea for an Imperial Japanese
Naval force and fired on them. The Russian warships
involved in the incident were en route to the Far East,
to reinforce the 1st Pacific Squadron stationed at
Port Arthur, and later Vladivostok, during the RussoJapanese War. Russian warships also fired on each
other in the chaos of the exchange. Three British
fishermen died and a number were wounded. One
sailor and a priest aboard a Russian cruiser caught in
the crossfire were also killed. The incident almost led
to war between Britain and Russia.
I found it interesting that within a week of this
‘incident’, a pioneer farmer in Central Africa, awaiting
the rainy season, would have received the news and
be commenting upon it to a friend in England.
So, Strachan’s has returned to the photographic trade
and the Russians are still making mayhem. We go
around in circles.
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We lick it,

and we stick it on
a letter or parcel.
We think not anymore about it.
What was it I put on that article?
Did the stamp have a picture of Marilyn
(Fig.1) or Elvis (Fig.2) ?
Did it honour a veteran (Fig.3)
or a Senator (Fig.4)?
Was it “Tricky Dickey” (Fig.5) or was it maybe
Fig.1: American actress,
Mickey (Fig. 6)?
and
singer,
Did I stand in the Post Office, annoyed at model
Marilyn Monrow (1
the line and staring at the time?
June 1926 – 4 August
Didn’t I once collect these things as a kid? 1962), she was famous
as a “blonde bombshell”,
Why in the world would someone waste
but with a troubled
his or her time,
private life. Her cause of
Collecting stamps when there are so many death, which made front
other things to do.
page news, was from an
overdose of barbiturates.
But they do collect them.
They don’t lick them but they do stick them,
In albums, in drawers, in books of all kind
And to some it provides even peace of mind.
We learn of history and art, and especially of
places far, far away.
We see the places we dream about in foreign
lands. We see flowers and bees, mountains and
trees, the bad guys, the good guys. The movie stars,
and fancy cars. And for our young as
Fig.2: Elvis Presley (8 January
1935 – 16 August 1977) needs no
well as ourselves we see the world
through this tiny art form. So, encourage introduction, being considered as a
the young to collect, as it will certainly cultural icon of the 20th Century
The cause of Elvis’ death remains
add to their intellect. What after all is controversial, but was certainly
a stamp, it’s really a learning lamp.
impacted by years of prescription
drugs which is thought to have
triggered a heart attack.

Fig.3: Remembrance Day, or Poppy
Day, is a Memorial Day observed by
the Commonwealth to remember the
end of World War I. It is observed on
11 November, the day on which the
war formally ended. (Translation – Au
champ d’honneur = In the field of honour.)
Booklet of 10 stamps, domestic rate.

Fig.4: Margaret Chase
Smith (14 December
1897 – 29 May 1995),
served as a US
Senator, 1949-1973.
The USPS issued a
stamp to honour her,
13 June 2007, as part
of its Distinguished
Americans Series.
Fig.5: “Tricky Dickie”
AKA Richard Nixon
(9 January 1913 – 22
April
1994),
37th
President of the United
States. He was the only
US president to resign
from office following the
Watergate scandal.

Fig.6: Mickey Mouse, a cartoon character created in
1928 by the Walt Disney Company which also serves as
the brand’s mascot. Mickey debuted 18 November 1928
in the short film Steamboat Willie.
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POSTAL HISTORY

THE FUNCTIONING OF THE POSTAL SYSTEM IN THE
REPUBLIC OF SOUTH AFRICA SINCE 1961
by Dr Gerhard Kamffer RDPSA, Pretoria Philatelic Society
and Hugh Amoore RDPSA, FRPSL, The Royal Philatelic Society of Cape Town

Part 4: The impact of the change over to the metric system of weights and measures on 1 April 1971
and the implementation of the Tokyo Universal Postal Union (UPU) Convention on 1 July 1971 on the
postal rates of the RSA.
The year 1971 is very interesting from a philatelic and postal history point of view, as had been 1961 ten years earlier.
1961 Saw decimalisation of the currency on 14 February and the formation of the Republic of South Africa on 31
May. Both had impacts on rates and RSA stamp issues. In 1971 South Africa adopted the metric system of weights and
measures. On 1 April the implementation of the Tokyo Universal Postal Union (UPU) Convention provisions for letter
and other rates started on 1 July 1971. The 1st April 2021 marked 50 years since the RSA changed to the metric system.
Foreign rates: the adoption of metric measures and the impact
of the Tokyo Convention
The adoption of metric measures applied equally to foreign
rates, and as a result these changed on 1 April 1971. But the
new rates were to be short-lived as South Africa was obliged
to adapt its foreign rates to the new provisions contained in the
Tokyo UPU Convention which took effect on 1 July 1971.The
result was that the South African Post Office introduced a new
set of foreign rates on 1 April 1971 and replaced these only three
months later by another set of foreign rates, making the April
1971 foreign rates the shortest-lived set in South Africa’s history.
A special Post Office Bulletin issued on 3 March 1971 indicated
that there would be tariff changes on 1 April 1971 and again
on 1 July 1971. It gave details of the new metric maximum and
minimum dimensions of postal items and mass (weight) that
would be applicable.
A key change required by Article 17 of the Tokyo UPU Convention
was the new scale of weight steps for the foreign letter rate: this
had previously been a simple
linear progression which in
South Africa had been per ½
oz or per oz. It was now to be
one of two scales and South
Africa adopted the second
which was
• Up to 20g
• Above 20g up to 100g
• Above 100g up to 250g
• Above 250g up to 500g
• Above 500g up to 1000g
• Above 1000g up to 2000g
At the same time the Tokyo
Convention set new rates
Fig.1: Cover posted from Kimberley on 6 March 1971 to the USA franked with the 1½c Printed Matter rate. Note for letters, postcards, printed
the Kimberley machine cancellation with the slogan:’THINK METRIC /DINK METRIEK’ in anticipation of the papers, and small packets,
and also set dimensions
change over to the metric system on 1 April 1971.
for standardised mail; non- standard items were to be liable to
To counter this, new scales were adopted for rate calculations. an extra charge. The metric foreign rates applicable from 1 April
Simultaneous notices appeared in the Gazette on 24 March and the revised UPU-aligned foreign rates applicable from 1 July
1971 setting new inland rates effective 1 April 1971 for mail 1971 were both published in the Gazette on 24 March 1971
posted “in the Republic of South Africa for delivery within the (Gazette 3027).
Republic of South Africa or South-West Africa” and the same Inland Postal rates from 1 April 1971
rates for mail posted “in South-West Africa for delivery within Selection of inland postal rates that were applicable in the
Republic of South Africa and South-West Africa from 1 April 1971:
South-West Africa or the Republic of South Africa”.
Inland rates and the adoption of metric measures
Imperial measures (feet and inches, pounds and ounces) had
been the basis for the work of the Post Office in South Africa
since before Union; as a result, the adoption by South Africa
of metric measures on 1 April 1971 had a profound impact on
Post Office regulations and rates. Instead of letter or parcel rates
per ounce (or for airmail) per ½oz, rates were now to be set
according to units of grammes. Instead of maximum dimensions
measured in inches, these were now in centimetres (Fig.1).
Adopting metric measures had the following implications:
• The one-ounce inland letter rate was changed to a 40g rate:
1 ounce = 28.35 g, so the new rate allowed for a heavier first
step-weight letter;
• The half ounce inland airmail letter was changed to a 20g
rate: ½ oz = 14.17g, the new rate allowed for a heavier letter;
• The one-ounce foreign letter rate was changed to a 20g
rate: this meant that the new rate was for a lighter letter.
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Rates introduced Rates introduced Figures
on 14 February 1961 on 1 April 1971
1 Surface letter rate

2½c per oz

4c up to 40g

2

2 Inland Airmail letter rate

3c

5c for 1st 20g

3

3 Aerogramme letter rate

2½c

4c

4 Postcard rate

1½c

3c

5 Airmail postcard rate

3c

4c

6 Registration rate

5c

10c

4

7 Printed paper
1c
2c
The table shows the inland postal rates valid on the
14 February 1961 and on 1 April 1971
Foreign surface rates from 1 April 1971 and the 1 July 1971
The South Africa foreign surface letter rate was set at 6d for
the 1st ounce on 1 April 1959; this had been converted to
5c for the 1st ounce and 3½c per additional ounce on 14
February 1961. This was the rate up to 31 March 1971.
On 1 April 1971, this rate became 5c for the 1st 20g and 3½c
for each additional 20g. On 1 July 1971, the new scale was
introduced, and both the African Postal Union and foreign
surface letter rates were set according to it as follows:
Weight progression

Letter Rate to APU
countries

Letter Rate to all other
countries

Up to 20g

4c

9c

Up to 40g

4c

Up to 100g

6c

21c

Up to 250g

10c

48c

Up to 500g

20c

90c

Up to 1000g

40c

R1.50c

Up to 2000g

75c

R2.40c

Airmail rates
A similar pattern applied to foreign airmail rates, though the
new UPU weight scale did not apply to airmail letters.
The rates applicable since 1961 (and in many cases from earlier
dates) were now set per 10g from 1 April 1971 where they had
been set per ½ oz before.
For example, the airmail letter rate to the USA which was set at
2s 3d on 1 July 1953 (and from 14 Feb 1961 the equivalent 22½
c) per ½ oz became 22½c per 10g on 1 April 1971 (Figs.5 & 6).
But the new rates from 1 July were very different as the sample
of rates given in the following table shows. Of particular interest
is the range of different airmail letter rates set on 1 July 1971 to
different countries in Europe. These differences continued until
1976. A selection of airmail postal rates introduced from the 1
April 1971 and the 1 July 1971 (Figs.7 to 11)
The challenge from a postal history point of view is to find
items used in the three months between the 1 April 1971 and
30 June 1971.
The airmail small packet tariffs set in March 1971 applicable
from 1 July 1971 were set per 10g; these lasted six months and
new rates (column 10 above) per 100g were set from 1 January
1972. (GN 2343 pf 31 December 1971, in Gazette 3352.)
Certified Mail Service: Extension to the Public
The Certified Mail Service of which the use had been restricted
to National and Provincial Government departments was made
available to the public from 1 April 1971. All classes of mail
The SA Philatelist, August 2021 .

matter, except parcels, could use the certified mail service. The
cost was 5c plus postage. If proof of posting was required the
item had to be handed in at a Post Office counter, and a fee of
2c was payable
The object of the certified mail service was to allow through
the post, at a lower tariff than that for registration service. This
service was restricted to South Africa and South West Africa.
Certified mail was distinguished by a green label bearing the
wording: ‘Gesertifiseerde Pos / Certified Mail’. Certified mail
was not supposed to be handed in over the counter but must be
posted in a posting box (Fig.12).

Fig. 2: Cover posted the first day of metrification on 1 April 1971 and
franked 2½c and therefore taxed 3c (double the deficiency) because the 4c
surface letter rate was introduced on 1 April 1971.

Fig. 3: Cover posted 14 May 1971 and franked 3c which was the old inland
airmail letter rate up to 30 March 1971. Cover taxed 4c (double the deficiency)
to make up for the 5c for the 1st 20g rate introduced on 1 April 1971.

Fig.4: Postcard posted from Cape Town to Germany on 26 April 1971
illustrating the 3½ c rate introduced on 1 April 1971.
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15c
15c
15c
15c
12½c
22½c

12c
7½c
7½c
7½c
7½c

7c
12c

9c
9c
9c
9c
9c
9c
9c

11c

10c
9c
9c
9c
9c
9c
11c

9c

9c
7c
7c
7c
7c
7c
9c

14c

14c
12c
12c
12c
12c
12c
14c

Small
packets per
100g

9c

Small
packets per
10g

20c
20c
15c
16c
16c
16c
15c
20c

2nd Class
Mail per 10g

10c
10c
6c
6c
6c
6c
5c
10c

Postcards
each

Aerogram
me each

22½c

12½c

Letter per
10g

10c
10c
5c
5c
5c
5c
5c
10c

2nd Class
Mail per
10g

25c

Postcards
each

Aerogram
me each

Australia
Barbados
Germany
Holland
Sweden
USSR
UK
USA

Letters per
10g

Selection of Airmail rates for postal items posted in the RSA or in SWA
As from the 1 July 1971 and in substitution From 1
As from the 1 April 1971
of the rates in columns 1 - 4
Jan 1972
Destination
1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10

42c
51c
34c
35c
37c
35c
35c
52c

Fig.5: (at left) Cover posted from Durban on 10
May 1971 with the 22½c per ½oz rate to the USA
introduced on 14 February 1961.
Fig.6: (below) Cover posted airmail from Durban on 18
October 1971 to the USA illustrating the 20c per 10g fee
introduced on 1 July 1971.

Fig.7: Registered cover posted
from Point in Natal to England
on 28 February 1973 and franked
with the amount of R1-15. The
R1-15 pays: 10c registration fee
introduced on 1 April 1971 plus
the airmail fee of 15c per 10gram
introduced on 1 July 1971,
making up for a 70gram letter (7
x 15c = R1-05). Note the scarce
usage of the R1 stamp.

Agricultural Parcel Post Service abolished
The Agricultural Parcel Post service was abolished as from 1
April 1971 because the service no longer served the purpose
for which it was intended, namely, to enable producers in
remote country areas to get bona fide farm products to the
consumers at a minimum cost level (Fig.13).
Conclusion
The period 1961-1971 is one of the most interesting periods
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in modern postal history and little about this aspect is known
amongst philatelists. This article proves, yet again, how much
interest can be found in modern material. Some of the items
are not easy to find and when you do find one, it does not
cost an arm and a leg.
Sources:
• Post Office Bulletin, No. 55 (Special) dd 3 March 1971.
• Post Office Bulletin, No. 60, April 1972.
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Fig.8: (above) Cover posted from Vanderbylpark on 2 September 1971
based on the 2nd class airmail rate of 9c to the USA introduced on
1 July 1971.
Fig.9: (at right) Registered cover posted from Paulpietersburg on
26 August 1971 to Germany. The R1-90 postage fee pays: 10c
registration fee paid and the 15c per 10g airmail fee for a 120g
letter (12 x 15c = R1-80).

Fig.10: Cover posted from Potgietersrus to Barbados on
2 September 1971 with the 20c airmail rate introduced
on 1 July 1971.

Fig.12: This June 1971 usage reflects the new 4c inland
letter postage rate and the 5c fee for certified mail, both
effective 1 April 1971. The cover has the unusual Post
Office cachet ‘COVER SOILED IN TRANSIT’. This
service was abolished in 1971 (Amoore collection).

Fig.11: Cover posted from Johannesburg on the 6 June 1971 to County
Clare in Ireland and franked 14c. The postage rate set on 1 April 1971
to Ireland was 12½c per 10g. The rate to the Republic of Ireland set on
the 1 July 1971 was 16c per 10g and 15c per 10g to Northern Ireland.
The cover was returned to sender.

Fig.13: Agricultural Parcel Post label posted from
Johannesburg on 12 August 1964 to Kokstad.
The contents is described as Seeds or Bulbs.
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POS TA L A N D S O C I A L H I S T O RY

THOMAS BAINES

PA I N T E R , T R AV E L L E R , W R I T E R
by Patrick Flanagan RDPSA,FRPSL Witwatersrand Philatelic Society

Thomas Baines was born in King’s Lynn,
The pre-stamp period (the first Cape
England on 27 November 1820 and died
stamps were issued in September 1853
in Durban, South Africa on 8 May 1875.
– the Cape Triangular 1d) is illustrated
In his 55 years he packed in an awful lot in
by an entire written in November
his various areas of expertise and interest.
1852, by Baines to his brother,
He came to South Africa in 1842 at the
interestingly addressed to London
young age of 22. He started work in Cape
OR Lynn, Norfolk, at the time of the
Town as a painter for a cabinet maker and
Frontier Wars (Fig.2). The letter includes
graduated to become a marine portrait
reference to financial hardship and
painter. He became the most distinguished
more importantly to him, a need for
artist who painted in South Africa in the
more paints.
mid-19th Century. He was appointed
In 1858, before heading off on the
draughtsman to the Forces under General
Zambesi expedition, a dinner in
Henry Somerset during the English
honour of the expedition was held in
Frontier War of 1850-1853. His numerous
Cape Town and was fully reported in
paintings of the conflict were published
the Cape Argus newspaper of 29 April
in a book in 1852. In 1855 he explored
1858. Baines sent a copy of the paper
Northern Australia under A. C. Gregory as
Fig.1: Thomas Baines (Cape Archives)
to his mother. The paper, although
a result of which he was elected a ‘Fellow
(Edna & Frank Bradlow)
of the Royal Geographical Society’ and
was awarded its Gold Medal in 1858.
Later he was the artist on the Livingstone
1858-1859 expedition to the Zambesi. He
and Livingstone disagreed on a number of
issues and in 1859 was unjustly dismissed
for theft. He travelled through South West
Africa in 1862 with James Chapman.
They reached the Victoria Falls on 23 July
1862. Along the way he painted a number
of famous scenes which were published
by Day in London in 1865. His reason
for travelling to the Falls was to meet
Livingstone in order to clear his name. He
arrived too late as Livingstone had already
left. Fever forced him to return to Cape
Town in 1864 and then on to London. He
returned to South Africa in 1868 to lead
an expedition to Matabele King Mzilikazi
on behalf of the Goldfields Exploration
Company. Mzilikazi died before Baines
could reach him.
Baines then joined the hunter Henry
Hartley on an expedition near to where
the town which bears Hartleys’ name.
He painted the famous picture of Hartley
finding diggings which led to the Rhodesian
Gold fields. He managed to negotiate
concessions with new King Lobengula.
Baines was a skilled pictorial chronicler who
made words speak with imagery of pictures
Fig.2:
during his travels, mostly from Cape Town,
between 1852 and 1864 wrote a number of letters to his somewhat tatty due to the passage of time remains a complete
mother in Kings Lynn in England. He also sent copies of Cape copy, surely one of few survivors, particularly having gone
Newspapers to his mother where he felt the content would through the mail. The centre pages of the broadsheet
give her an idea of her son’s activities at the southern tip of newspaper contain the article “Farewell dinner for Dr
Livingstone and the officers of the Zambesi Expedition”
Africa.
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On 30 November 1860, he
penned an entire to his mother in
Lynn Regis which was redirected
to her in Lambeth London. (Fig.7).
It was franked 6d ex Cape Town
by a lilac Cape Triangular stamp
cancelled by dumb triangular
Cape Town canceller.
On arrival in England a further 1d
was applied for the redirection
of the entire to London. Various
transit
and
arrival
marks
confirming the routing of the
entire, are evident. A journey of
the order of 32 days.
The letter makes for fascinating
reading. The front (first) page is
missing.
Fig.3: the Argus addressed and stamped.
Fig.5: Copy of the headline and first paragraph of
the article. It is a fascinating article which lists all in
attendance (including Livingstone and Baines) and
sets out the proper and formal proceedings that
guests endured at the dinner. The article is too long
to replicate here. Postage for the newspaper was
correctly applied at 1d, by use of the imperforate
triangular stamp, cancelled by CapeTown triangular
canceller. There are no transit or arrival marks.
Baines was fired by Livingstone, from the Zambesi
expedition and returned to Cape Town. Baines
then proceeded via Tete in Mozambique in poor
health and left for Cape Town on HMS Lynx on
12 December 1859. Livingstone refused Baines
permission to recover his possessions and sketches
he had left in Tete.

Fig.6.

Fig.6 : reverse
Fig.4: label on front right drawing
attention to the article.
Baines then wrote to his mother Mrs J
Baines in Lynn Regis, England with the
cover franked 1s (2 x 6d Cape Triangular),
for the correct sea mail postage to
England. The stamps are cancelled by
Cape Town triangular canceller and
Baines signed the front of the cover ‘T
Baines’. Whilst the contents of the cover
are missing it is reasonable to speculate
that Baines was regaling his mother with
the story of his firing and his journey to
Cape Town thereafter (Fig.6).
Fig.5.
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(Fig.8) The transcript follows:
“Monday evening
I have this day received my tin writing case
from Tete. How it came I do not know. I suppose
Kirk must have given it to Rae who took it on
board the Lyra, then I fancy the officer who
brought it in the Lyra must have brought it and
left it at the Russels Masonic Hotel.
…. The school children being painted in upon
the original photograph and a second one taken
from the finished picture. Chapman has done
some photography up the country already but
though it is very well, he hoped to succeed
better this time.
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The Cambrian seems a very fine
vessel but the Pioneer has (not
yet?) arrived. There is a report that
Lieut Skead who was with us in
the beginning of the expedition is
to join her. A friend of mine who
knows May speaks of him as a good
fellow. I should say Dr Livingstone
will be very little gratified when he
recognises you in the photograph of
his steamer. I suppose I shall see a
copy of it.
You can continue writing when
you have anything to say to the
care of Mr Logier and if you write
him an occasional letter he will
be glad to receive it. I shall leave
my papers with him all ready for
publication and I expect I shall have
opportunities of receiving letters for
some time through Walvisch Bay.
Believe me Dear Mother
Your affectionate son
(Signed T Baines)
Clearly the parting of the ways
between Livingstone and Baines
was acrimonious to say the least.
Not only was it personal but the
spat attracted the attention of the
press. ‘

Fig.7
I am sorry to hear of the death of Cousin James at Natal.
Please remember me kindly to Mrs Watson. Tell her I
hope I shall see her yet in Africa. Many people go home
from here, but generally come back again. Also do not
forget to offer my regards and sympathy (?) to Mrs
Baney. I had looked forward with hope to meeting Mr
Baney when I returned. I am also very sorry to hear of
the loss Mr George has sustained – please mention to
him and to Casella, and thank Wheeler especially for his
advice about writing to Dr Livingstone. Don’t forget
my uncle and please tell all my friends that they are in
the front of my mind though I don’t name them all in
every letter.
We had a destructive fire a week or two ago on the
premises of Mr Resler, Chemist but more damage was
done by the injudicious movement of his stock, than by
the flames. This afternoon there was a large fire in forest
of silver trees on the slope of Devils Hill. A strong southeast wind beat down the smoke into Table Valley and it
did not rise till it had passed half way along the base of
Table Mountain. I do not know yet whether any houses
were burnt.
Fig.8:
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The South African Advertiser and
Mail’ picked up on the story and the
edition of Saturday 9 February 1861
carried some editorial copy (Fig.9)
and an advertisement on the front
page “NOTICE: Wanted 50 copies of
THE SOUTH AFRICAN ADVERTISER
AND MAIL of 2nd and 6th February

1859 for which full price will be
given.” And in manuscript (BY
Baines ??) “…these copies contain
the correspondence between Mr
Baines and Dr Livingstone, the
Foreign and Colonial Office …. “.
Clearly there was a dispute which
was now in the public domain.
On page 3 of the same paper (Fig.11)
an editorial states “One of the most
painful histories I have read for a
long time is that detailed in the lately
published Baines correspondence. I
do not suppose that anyone who reads
it will entertain the slightest doubt that
Mr Baines is perfectly innocent of the
charges brought against him – that his
Fig.9:
character, so far as the events referred
to are concerned, is stainless: but that
very belief forces on us a feeling of indignation that he
should have been so cruelly and unjustly dealt with –
and it is most painful to be compelled to entertain such
feelings against a man such as Dr Livingstone. I only
hope that the end may be a conviction on the part of
the Doctor that he has done a cruel injury to an upright
honest man – an avowal that he was wrong and a proof
that he was misled by the malignity and falsehood of
others into acts such as his own noble nature must
revolt at.” “Town Talk: By the Hermit of Adderley Street”
Baines mailed the said newspaper to his mother in
England, franking it with the special newspaper 1d Fig.10.
rate by affixing a 1d Cape Triangle stamp, cancelled
by triangular Cape Town canceller (Fig.9). He
highlighted both the advertisement and the editorial
so as to draw her attention to each of them.
In 1864 Baines, wrote again to his mother (Fig.10).
The envelope was franked 4d by a Cape Triangle 4d
with full to large margins, cancelled by Cape Town
dumb cancel alongside Cape Town De 15 1864
single circle canceller. On 31 January 1865 London
red PAID strike applied on front. On rear London
SHIP LETTER and LYNN arrival strikes. A journey of
some 45 days arriving on 1 February 1865.
The story of Thomas Baines and his art, in particular
is well chronicled. This hopefully gives some degree
of perspective of the postal history elements relating
to Baines, created unwittingly I am sure by him
- but nonetheless of great significance.
Fig.11.
Baines died in Durban in 1875. His grave is located
on a site adjacent to the Marine Parade highway
system. The photographs of his grave (Fig.13) are by
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Fig.12: Outspan near Colesberg 1859
Sketches by Thomas Baines. Ref: National
Archives Zimbabwe. With Zambezi in the Background
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NEW IS S U E S

NEW SOUTH AFRICAN STAMP ISSUE - 2021 - part 1 - addendum
by Robin Messenger, Witwatersrand Philatelic Society

SOUTH AFRICAN AIR FORCE 2020
Jan de Jong of the RSA Stamp Study Group has now examined un-cut printer’s sheets of this issue
and the missing information is as follows:
Printing sheet size: 460 x 665mm comprising nine sheetlets in three rows of three.

FDC 8.134 (R3/1, R2/1, R1/1
		
R5/1, R4/1)

FDC 8.135 (R3/2, R2/2, R1/2)
		
R5/2, R4/2)

South African National Exhibitions

Including the 83rd PFSA Congress

The NATIONAL and

JUNASS 2021 exhibitions takes place in Bloemfontein
2 1 - 2 3 O C TO B E R 2 0 2 1
For more information:
(IREX) and entry forms, contact: Joof van der Merwe
<jnc1@vodamail.co.za> or visit the Federation website

https://www.stampssa.africa
Entries close on 1 September 2021

courtesy of Mike Barter, a philatelist of repute who takes great delight in tracking down
historic sites in Rhodesia (Zimbabwe) and Rhodesia (Zimbabwe) related sites.

Fig.13.
Bibliography
• www.sahistory.org.za
• Baines on the Zambezi –
Brenthurst Press 1982
• Missionary Travels
and Researches in
South Africa by David
Livingstone 1858
• The National Archives
Zimbabwe
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TRA D IT IO N A L P H I L AT E LY

DETERMINING PITCH AND LEAVE PLATES FOR THE
SOUTH AFRICAN KINGS’ HEADS OF 1913 TO 1926
by Dr Louwrence Erasmus, Afrikaanse Filatelievereniging van Pretoria,
email: louwrence@erasmus.org.za

Introduction

Method (see Fig.1)

In my study of the Kings’ Heads of South Africa and
exhibiting them over the years, I derived a way that is more
resilient and faster to plate than the method described in
The Handbook Catalogue (Hagger, 1986; Sheffield et. al,
1960; Kaplan et. al, 1952). This method can also be used
to plate the top and bottom corners of any printing for
the Georgian stamps of the Union of South Africa’s first
definitive series.

Evaluate the corner pairs from the gum side. Measure the
distance x, as indicated in the figure below, for either a
right or left position of the cross relative to the watermark.
It is not necessary to measure very accurately, one only
needs to get an approximate measurement to determine if
the distance is longer or shorter than 20mm.
If the measurement on the left hand above is less than
20mm (i.e. the width of a stamp), then it is from the Pitch
plate and if it is more than 20mm it is from the Leave
plate. If the measurement on the right hand above is less
than 20mm, then it is from the Leave plate and if it is more
than 20mm it is from the Pitch plate.
This same criteria is also valid for the bottom corner
blocks of rows 20/1 and 20/12.
Using the above criteria, the plates used for printing ½d,
1d, 1½d and 2d stamps are summarised in the following
table, showing periods of plate number usage:

Printing Format
Stamps were issued in sheets with 240 stamps. Thomas
De La Rue & Co of London had printed the ½d, 1d, 1½d
and 2d stamps in double sheet size with 480 stamps which
were then halved. Each sheet was divided into four panes
(Lobdell, 1944). Melville (1916) in Lobdell (1944) stated
that two plates had been used side by side during printing;
these were called ‘Pitch’ and ‘Leave’ plates. The ‘Pitch’
plate had passed first under the ink rollers and printed first,
followed by the ‘Leave’ plate being inked and printed
at once thereafter. The printer usually had used the
same plates in the same position for each printing run.
There is evidence that the printer marked some plates
to identify their position - for the 1d, the printer had
marked the Pitch plate with one notch in the Jubilee ½d
line under row 20/12 and the Leave plate with two
notches in the same position as shown in Fig.3.

Determining Pitch and Leave plates

Plate Number
1

2

3

4

5

6

7

Pitch

Leave

Pitch

Leave

Pitch

Leave

Leave

19131916

1913- 1917- 19171916 1919 1919

1919- 1920- 19241926 1924 1926

Pitch

Leave

Pitch

Pitch

Leave

Leave

Pitch

1d

1913- 1913- 1914- 1915- 1920- 1920- 1922The method in the Handbook Catalogue (Hagger,
1914 1914 1919 1919 1921 1926 1926
1986; Sheffield, 1960; Kaplan, 1952) is applicable
only for the bottom corners (i.e. rows 20/1 and
Pitch Leave
20/12) for determining the Pitch or Leave plates. The 1½d
1920 - 1920 method is based on the assumption that the distances
Leave Pitch
between marks in the watermark are constant. It has
been observed that is not the case and variations do
2d 1913- 1913occur. That leads to challenges in performing the
1926 1926
plating with any accuracy. Another problem is to 			
Fig.2: Table of plating dates
determine the plating for the top corners (i.e. rows
1/1 and 1/12).

Fig.1: Traces of the projection lines through the centres of rows 1/1 and 1/12 and distance
measurements to respective crosses in the watermark.
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Conclusion
The method proposed in this article can help in determining
the plates used for printing the South African Kings Heads of
1913 to 1924. Specifically, it can be used to determine the
plates for all four corners of the 1d without plate numbers.
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T RA D IT IO N A L

BOTSWANA’S OFFICIAL RUNNER POST
by Andrew Briscoe, Witwatersrand Philatelic Society
... a chapter from my proposed book being written on the History of
the Botswana Post Office...
On 30 September 1885, the territory north of the Molopo
River as far as Latitude 22 degrees South was declared a
British Protectorate. Almost immediately following this
declaration, on 14 October 1885, the Rev. A. J. Wookey
at Molepolole petitioned Colonel Carrington of the Border
Police “on behalf of the European residents in Sechele’s
country …. to ask you if there is a hope or prospects of any
arrangements being made for the conveyance of the post
through Mafikeng to this part of the country. At present, all
postal matter comes via the Transvaal, and is purely a private
post between this place and Zeerust. If you could see your way
to making arrangements for say a permanent weekly or even
a fortnightly post, you would confer a great benefit on all the
European residents throughout the country.”

Fig.1: Wookey’s Petition

Moffat’s Project
In 1887, John Smith Moffat was appointed as an emissary
to Chief Lobengula in Gubulawayo and in this capacity
122

he communicated regularly with Sir Sidney Shippard, the
British Administrator in Vryburg. Moffat initially utilised the
missionaries’ informal postal
system: his letters and reports
were carried, mainly by
runners, some 800 kilometres
to Mafeking, where they
were passed to the post office
for onward transmission to
Vryburg.
In early 1888, Moffat
suggested to Shippard that a
regular official runner mail
system be introduced between
Mafeking and Gubulawayo.
The proposal was approved,
Fig.2: Portrait of Moffet
and the Postmaster-General at Vryburg
was instructed to investigate whether
certain residents of the Protectorate
would assist in the establishment of this
project:
“a) To enquire from Mr Tillard, Postmaster
at Mafeking, Mr John Williams of Kanye,
Mr Boyne of Molepolole, Messrs Musson
Bros of Shoshong, and Mr Samuel Edwards
of the Tati, the cost of a Postal Service from
Mafeking to Shoshong, and from Shoshong
to Gubulawayo via the Tati, to be carried
out by a system of native runners.
b) Mr Tillard to say whether he could
secure the services of trustworthy
runners between Mafeking and Kanye to
convey a post once a fortnight each way,
and if so what would be the cost.
c) Mr John Williams to be asked whether
he would be willing to act as Postal
Agent and to undertake the sale of
stamps without remuneration and also
to find reliable runners for a post once a
fortnight each way, between Kanye and
Molepolole.
d) Similar questions to be asked of
Mr Boyne as regards a post between
Shoshong and Molepolole and to Messrs
Musson Bros with regard to a fortnightly
post between Shoshong and the Tati,
and Mr Samuel Edwards with regard
to a fortnightly post between Tati and
Gubulawayo, to which there is reason
to believe the Chief Lobengula would be
willing to contribute a small subsidy.”
Although some of the traders were reluctant to undertake
the work of Postal Agent, the necessary arrangements were
finally made, and in June 1888, Moffat was instructed to
implement the project. The total cost of the mail service
The SA Philatelist, August 2021 .

between Mafeking and Gubulawayo was under no
circumstances to exceed the cost of £200 per annum. The
mail service was to be limited only to letters and newspapers;
books and parcels were not to be accepted as long as the
service was operated by runners.
The introduction of the service was announced on 8 August
1888 by a Notice in The Bechuanaland News:
‘The arrangements which Mr. J. S. Moffat, Assistant
Commissioner, has during the past month or two been making
are now completed and the ‘Protectorate Post’ comes into
operation forthwith. The former route to the Interior, via Zeerust
in the Transvaal, has been summarily abandoned, and the post
will be conveyed by native runners through Mafeking to Kanye
(Gasitsive’s), Molepolole (Secheli’s) and Shoshong (Khama’s)
weekly, and from Shoshong to Gubulawayo (Lobengula’s)
fortnightly ….’

The Postal Notice of August 1888
The Notice provided that, as in the Cape Colony, postal
charges were to be based on the weight of a letter and
its destination. A letter addressed within the Protectorate
would cost 2d per half ounce, and 4d per half ounce
when addressed to offices in Matabeleland, British
Bechuanaland, the Cape Colony, and other parts of South
Africa. The rate for mail addressed to the United Kingdom
(and foreign countries) was the rate that applied to such
places from British Bechuanaland plus a surcharge of 2d.
The cost of a letter to Great Britain was therefore 8d [6d +
2d]. A letter from the Trans-Protectorate was subject to an
additional 2d surcharge.
Moffat had been instructed that the cost of the service
was not to exceed £200 per annum. Since British
Bechuanaland and the Bechuanaland Protectorate
operated a joint fiscal system, and it was necessary - in
order to calculate the revenue derived from the postal
service of the Protectorate – that the postage stamps used
in the two territories should be distinguishable from each
other. For this accounting purpose, a quantity of British
Bechuanaland stamps were overprinted ‘Protectorate’
for sale only in the
Protectorate. These overprinted stamps were issued
for sale on 7 August 1888.
By these means, the
Protectorate’s first official
postal service was introduced
on 9 August, 1888. The
mails from and to Mafeking,
Kanye, Molepolole and
Shoshong were served by
native runners weekly. A
fortnightly service operated
northwards from Shoshong
to Tati and Gubulawayo.

Fig.4: A miniature sheet
issued by the Botswana Post
Office in 1972 to celebrate the
introduction of the Official
Runner Post in 1888.

Fig.3: The Postal Notice of August 1888
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The Postmaster-General’s Annual Report for the first year
of the Protectorate’s postal department indicates that
6,756 paid letters, 419 official letters, 4,776 newspapers
and 124 registered letters were received at the offices of
the Postal Agents; the number of items despatched from
the Protectorate’s offices during the same period was
6,109 paid letters, 419 official letters, 126 newspapers
and 177 registered letters. Postage stamps to the amount
of £242 were sold during the year, whilst £97 was also
collected from surcharges and additional postal charges.
The runner ‘foot post’ system worked satisfactorily
for nine months. However, in May 1889, the main
body of the Bechuanaland Border Police was moved
123

up from Mafeking to Macloutsie in the north-east, in
anticipation of the invasion of Mashonaland by Rhodes’s
‘Pioneer Column’. This relocation led to a considerable
increase in the weight of the mails to be conveyed through
the Protectorate, and although the service was restricted
to letters and newspapers only, the native runners were no
longer able to cope with the resulting demands.
Postal Agencies
Following the establishment of an official mail service, five
Postal Agents were appointed, based at Kanye (Mr John
Williams), Molepolole (Rev. S. J. Wookey), Shoshong (Mr
C. Austin), Tati (Mr Samuel Edwards) and Gubulawayo (Rev
C.D. Helm). Chief Montsioa’s son and heir, Kebalepele,
also agreed to arrange transportation of the mails between
Mafeking and Kanye at a cost of £1 per trip.

All he needed to do was to sell the relevant stamp(s) to the
customer and then ‘deface’ the stamps with an ‘obliterator’,
being a barred numeral cancellation.
Following the practice observed in the Cape Post Office,
each agency was issued with an obliterator bearing a
different number: 674 to Molepolole, 676 to Shoshong, 677
to Kanye, 678 to Gubulawayo, and 679 to Kanye.

Fig.7: The Security required from Postal Officials
By 1894, it was decided that because of the amount of
cash handled by postal officials, they should be required to
arrange for appropriate security to be given to the Post
Office

Fig.6: An Early Letter from Kanye
A letter dated 27 December 1885 from the trader John
Williams who became the Postal Agent at Kanye
The remuneration for a Postal Agent was a commission
of 2½% upon the value of stamps sold, plus 25% of the
extra charges levied on incoming letters. Although the
position of Postal Agent was poorly remunerated, there
were other factors that mitigated the meagre salary. The
premises of the agent became a meeting place for the
literate community, a location at which everyone was
likely to call, and thus provided a captive audience for a
missionary or store owner.
The compulsory use of adhesive stamps for the prepayment
of postage simplified the duty of the postal agent.
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Fig.8: 1894 List of Sub Offices and Postal Agents
Showing the names of the relevant Post Office officials,
their present salary and their credit stock of postage
stamps.
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ITEM OF INTEREST

THE LONG AND THE SHORT OF IT
by David Wigston, East Rand Philatelic Society

A long stamp for a short day. Issued 21 June, 2007 by the French Southern and
Antarctic Territories, the stamp traces the path of the sun during the Southern
Hemisphere winter solstice (Fig.1). The stamp measures a whopping 15.7cm
wide.

Fig.2: (below) Location of the French
Durmont d’Urville Research Station,
on the Antarctic Circle.

Fig.1: The course of the sun at the Dumont d’Urville Station on the 21 June.

The Dumont d'Urville Station is a French scientific station in Antarctica on
Île des Pétrels, archipelago in Adélie Land. It is named after explorer Jules
Dumont d'Urville, whose expedition landed northeast of the archipelago
on 21 January 21, 1840. The station is located 2,600km from the South
Pole at 66°39’S 140°00’E. The Antarctic Circle is at 66°33’S (Fig.2).
At the Station the sun rises at 10:25, reaches its zenith at 12:40 and sets
again at 14:53 on 21 June. South of the Antarctic Circle, the sun is below
the horizon for 24 continuous hours at least once per year (and therefore
not visible at noon). However, there is a brief twilight, gradually decreasing
as you move towards the Pole. The reverse occurs during the summer
solstice, 21 December. This disparity is caused by the tilt of the Earth’s axis.

FOR SALE
New book chronicling the role of Missionaries
of the Paris Missionary Society in Barotsiland
(Northern Rhodesia) to 1924. Some 420 pages,
hard bound
And fully illustrated in colour with French
/ English translations. Of relevance to the
Postal Historian and the Social Historian. A
wonderful window into the role of missionaries
in Southern and Central Africa at the turn of
the century
Price in Southern Africa : R700 includes
Courier delivery within South Africa.
Order and enquiries by e-mail to
patf@fgprop.com
COMING SOON : Rhodesian Philately to 1924 : 720 pages full colour
- Published by the Royal Philatelic Society London - enquiries patf@fgprop.com
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COLLECTOR / DEALER - A VIEW POINT

Ceteris Parabis Philately?

by Paul van Zeyl RDPSA, SAPDA

Sociologists, amongst others, have found the Latin expression
Ceteris parabis useful in trying to explore the effects of
change. It means ‘all other things remaining the same’.
Adapted for stamp collecting / philately, it surmises that if all
other things stayed the same, that is, if we continue pursuing
our hobby in the present way, we’re likely to have the same
outcome, namely the continued lessening of popular pursuit
of our hobby.
I voice this piece from the perspective of a ‘collector-dealer’,
someone who in pursuit of profit freely allows his desire to
find and arrange bits of paper to limit net income. It’s in
my ‘being’, my conscious mind, well supported by my now
adapted sub-conscious mind. Reinforced, weekly, by my
expectation of finding more perceived philatelic treasures
at stamp fairs, where I’ve become confident that I’ll manage
to acquire something which will add to my somewhat
excessively catholic taste in material. In this, of course, I’m
further supported by the desires of my collector-clients!
In this outline of what, in my opinion, is critical to the
advancement of Philately, I focus on key words common to
all ‘happy’ collectors: Desire, Expectation and Confidence.
These words actually apply to the satisfactory realisation of
all of our life’s pursuits.
One would assume that I have universal backing for these
cornerstones of a sound, pleasant life. But it’s where human
and related structural limitations enter the equation
that one meets critical
boundaries for growth.
Let me attempt to put this
positively:
the
‘equal’
enjoyment and thereby
advancement of our hobby
means we should strive

Philately’s most popular microadjustments: the introduction of
postcards, FDCs (signed) & Open
Class/Philately into exhibiting

attracted both Power people and those who were enamoured
of Royalty. Ever-rising auction realisations drew newspaper
headlines, a ‘wow’ factor which added attraction. Collectors’
interests were encouraged along Exhibition lines, which led
to a differentiation between ‘types’ of collectors. This was
the start to the ‘non-equality’ of collectors, a major matter in
today’s world, today’s neo-liberalist demands for ‘change’.
Yes, I’m using the present context, which demands that we’re
all equal, whereas we know that by virtue of our natural birthendowments we’re not.
So it’s not really based on rationality but the experience of
excessive differences in groups, living conditions and the
abuse of natural resources. A pattern of stamp collecting has
now evolved, one which has been promoted by rules set at the
‘top’ level. And, more importantly for the concept of ‘popular
pursuit’, by the rise of the clichés ‘them’ (equals Power) and
‘us’ (equals ‘Dispossessed’).
In my opinion, there have been significant changes to the
structure of Exhibitions. That relates to exhibit types, such as
the inclusion of ‘Open Class Philately’, Thematic, Postcard…
even ‘Unjudged’ exhibits and the clarification and explanation
of rules. For the last decade or so, these groups have been
more numerous than the ‘Classic’ types, meaning that room
has been created for collector creativity and intellect. BUT,
disinterested groups have no attachment to ‘Organised
Philately’ as yet. I have written often and at length about the
need for Organised Philately to at least show a little desire to
generate such a space, especially pertinent in the changed
South Africa, and especially important for our forthcoming
International stamp exhibition in Cape Town this year. For the
‘them’ to be positively touched by ‘us’, we need to exhibit a
display which will be applauded by local communities. An
example would be one produced by the Iziko Museum.
A ‘closer-to-heart’ one
would be a designed
and ‘recognised’ local
on District Six. There are
books and authors who
have photos which are of
high interest and emotive
value. (And authors have
an inclination to want to
advance book sales!)

means we should strive not only to allow but also to give real
recognition to the creativity of fellow collectors, and in the
overall process to attract, as yet disinterested parties.
Some points and reasons have been made, now for some
instructive illustrations. This is where I’m likely to trample on
toes. I don’t have ‘self-censorship’ proclivities. Let’s therefore
consciously commence with human difficulties, those which
precede the ensuing structural ones.
‘Power’ is a determinant of structure. In the 1940/70s the world
reached an apex in stamp collecting interest. It was backed by
kingly and schoolboy interest. Trade responded equally, as it
does in any expanding market. Philately had ‘Power’, and it
126
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To date there’s been zero positive
feed-back, probably no thinking
Christian Paiz Updated 9-19-2004
District Six and
about a so-called communityApartheid: Politics,
‘legitimate’ display at all.
History and
I now have no expectation of effort
in this regard, no confidence in
Memory
the realisation of a significant an important disclaimer: though
opportunity to advance philately’s I write about District Six and
the District Six Museum, my
profile country wide.
As a collector and dealer I’ve knowledge is limited. I was
given a small though personal
experienced the ‘bleeding’ of and informative tour of District
popular philately first hand, and Six by a former resident, of its
have comprehensively participated few remaining buildings that
in adapting change research on stand out as if out of defiance,
behalf of Organised Philately. and the open grasslands that
betray no sign of a past vibrant
As an independent development life. I have visited the museum
economist in our Townships in the twice, both times too short to
former positive Madiba and (early) fully absorb the tragedy and injustice it presents. The following words are only a modest attempt
Mbeki times, I’ve experienced to share my thoughts about the significance of what has happened in District Six.
extremely caring community conduct
by the grass roots ‘them’. Clearly, Pic in Christian Paiz’s publication on D6, inspired by a visit to the District Six Museum and
there’s no reason for Organised (below) an original photo of a POW-staffed canteen at Diyatalawa Camp, Ceylon, ca 1900.
Philately not to at least show an inclination to adapt
to a more broadly positive display environment.
The long-powerful Roman Empire believed in ‘Positive
Power’. ‘Omnia mutantur nos et mutator in illis’…’All
things change, and we change with them.’ They had
the Desire, the Expectation and the Confidence…
which ‘we’ (the ‘us’!) are so, so lacking at present. A
common problem worldwide, a particularly common
problem in South Africa overall.
It’s reported our Gauteng-based BUSINESS
multinationals are preparing to move to the better
politically and administratively managed Western
Cape. Better to adopt the Roman approach, the
short-term solutions are just that at this time of our
existence. One which can justify the cost. Let us a start wide-ranging positive philatelic process with the high profile, very high
cost Cape Town International Exhibition.
BOOK REVIEW - A WORTHY READ: ‘A LIFE IN LETTERS’

Brian Willan and Sabata-mpho Mokae,
editors, Sol T. Plaatje: A Life in Letters
The public and private life of Sol Plaatje
Historical Publications South Africa, Cape Town, 2020
xxv + 359 pp ISBN 978-0-9947207-6-4 (hardcover),
978-1-990981-46-3 (eBook) R390.00
There has been an important upswing in attention
with a welcome trend towards remaking or revising
the canon of important figures from the South African
past. This has included edited collections of the
works of prominent individuals, and notable among
these have been early-twentieth century black African
politicians and writers. Historical Publications
Southern Africa (renamed from its previous moniker, the Van
Riebeeck Society) has published four edited collections of
the writings of such individuals since 2008, including Isaac
Williams Wauchope, Richard Victor Solope Thema, and A.B.
Xuma. ‘A LIFE IN LETTERS’ a collection of Solomon T. Plaatje’s
correspondence, the 4th such volume in over a decade.
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There are 260 letters, written from 1896 to 1932,
included in the book. Most are in English, but
some are in Setswana, Dutch/Afrikaans, and a few
are in German. Although a number of the letters
are from the collections of the Cullen Library at
the University of the Witwatersrand, the reviewer
counted twenty-seven different collections across
three continents. The book is an excellent resource
not only for historians, but also for students and
the general public who now have access to a
wide range of Plaatje’s thoughts, opinions, and
emotions that are evident in his letters.
The co-editor of this volume, Brian Willan in his Sol Plaatje: 18761932 (Johannesburg, 1984) the correspondence conveys the
range of Plaatje’s talents - building and maintaining the social
worlds of the Batswana in the face of increasing racist policies and
the actions of white-minority rule in the Cape Colony, Transvaal,
and later, the Union of South Africa in the twentieth century.
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...continues from page105
• WIJNANTS, Mr Paul, Philatelic Federation
of SA
Portland as an Exchange Office for United
States Transatlantic Mail by the Alan Line 1859
– 1870.
• WONG, Mr Chi,Hong Kong Philatelic
Society Cancellations on Issues of Hong Kong
Queen Victoria 2 cents after 1900.
• ADAMS, Mr Fran, American Philatelic
Society
The United Nations and Palestine 19471951.
• ATHALE, Dr Dinar, UK National Philatelic
Society
Indelible Evidence: The History of Forensic
Medicine
• CARTIER, Mr Ray, American Philatelic
Society
A Tale of Two Hornets – U.S. Aircraft Carriers
– CV 8 and CV/CVA/CVS12.
• CIESLAK, Mr Ryszard. Polish Philatelists
Union
Information – A Challenge for Secret Services.
THEMATIC
• GHOSH,

Mr Joy, Philatelic Congress of India
Legend of Rabindranath Tagore – A Philatelic
Tribute.
• HASAN KHAN, Mr Shahid, Philatelic Congress
of India. Stamps of Mahatama Gandhi and
Non-Voilence.
• LUBBE, Prof Sam, Philatelic Federation of SA
Design Errors on Stamps.
• MARTINS, Mr Braz, Brazilian Federation of
Philately. Brazil Beauty.
• MARTINS, Mr Fernando, Federaçao Portuguesa
de Filatelia. Olympic Games – Berlin 1936.
• MILLARD, Mr Victor, Philatelic Federation of SA
Shellfish Pursuits.
• MIRANDA, Ms Raquel, Asociación Filatelica
Guatemala. The World of Mafalda
• NAM, Mr Sang Chul, Philatelic Federation of
Korea. Secret of Moth.
• PARK, Mr Gwang Seok, Philatelic Federation
of Korea. Crops and Vegetables.
• RAJASHEAKER, Mrs Revathi, Philatelic Congress
of India. Raft to Ice Breaker.
• SINGH, Mr Aditya, Philatelic Congress of India
Yoga – The Art of Living.
• WADHWA, Capt Vijay, Philatelic Congress of
India. Evolve – A Beak at Evolution.
AEROPHILATELY
• COLLAN, Prof Mikael, Suomen Filatelistiliitto
Finland – Domestic Air Mail.
• DONEN, Mr Neil, Royal Philatelic Society
of Canada. Mail related to the ill-fated 1935
Trans-Tasman Jubilee Flight.
• HANNULA, Mr Petteri, Suomen Filatelistiliitto
Transpacific Airmail Services 1935-1941.
• HEGARTY, Mr Clem. Federation of Philatelic
Societies of Ireland. KLM, The Oldest Airline
in the World Still Flying.
• KHAITAN, Mr Piyush, Philatelic Congress of
India. The Birth of Airmail – The First Aerial
Post at Allahabad, 18 February 1911.

Great Britain – May 1916 to December 6, 1921.
Federation of SA
Jan van Riebeeck: 10 Jaar aan die Kaap de Goede
Hoop.
• MCLAUGHLIN, Mr David, Royal Philatelic
Society of Canada. Canada: The World’s Grain
Exhibition and Conference, Regina, 1933.
• PIENAAR, Mr Gary, Philatelic Federation of SA
The Inauguration of the Voortrekker monument
– 16th December 1949.
• REEVES, Mrs Maureen. Philatelic Federation
of South Africa. By Endurance we Conquer.
• VAN SOEREN, Mr Johan, Bund Deutscher
Philatelisten E.V. Charlie Chaplins “Der Große
Diktator” (1940) – Satire und Realität.
• VAN SOEREN, Mr Johan, Bund Deutscher
Philatelisten E.V. Charlie Chaplins ‘The
Kid’ (1921) Höhepunkt der Geschichte des
Stummfilms.
PICTURE POSTCARDS
• DU PLESSIS, Mr Andre, Philatelic Federation
of SA. Chinese Indentured Workers on the
Rand – 1904 to 1910.
• FIGG, Mr David, Australian Philatelic
Federation. The Hoboken Docks Fire 1900.
• GLASHAN, Ms Alexandra, Royal Philatelic
Society of Canada. Vintage St. Patrick’s Day
Postcards Celebrate Irish Myths, Legends
and Tall Tales.
• MCLAUGHLIN, Mr David, Royal Philatelic
Society of Canada. Local Publishers of Ottmar
Zieher’s Philatelic Post Cards.
• REBELO, Mr Americo, Federaçao Portuguesa
de Filatelia. Sport Llisboa Benfica seen
through the Illustrated Postcards.
• SODERO, Ms Jane, Royal Philatelic Society
of Canada. Milford House – A Rustic Resort
in Southwestern Nova Scotia.
MARCOPHILY
• ADAMS, Mr Fran, American Philatelic Society
Cancellation Devices of the International
Institute of Agriculture 1906-1946.
• MADIRAJU, Mr Lokeswara, Philatelic Congress
POSTAL STATIONERY
of India. Great Britain – Postal Cancellation of Post
• AMOORE, Mr Hugh, Philatelic Federation of
Office Numbers of England and Wales on Penny.
SA, South African Reply Coupons from 1907.
• PEREIRA, Mr Antonio. FEBRAF Brazilian
• HALEWOOD, Mr Nick, Philatelic Federation
Federation of Philately, Passeio Pele cidade
of Japan. Queen Elizabeth II Aerogrammes of Ceylon Maravilhosa – Wonderful City Tour – Rio de
• SCHUMANN, Mr Stephen, UK National
Janeiro.
Philatelic Society. New Zealand Prisoner of War
MODERN EXPERIMENTAL
Air Letter Cards 1941 – 1945.
• MELAMED,

Mr Semyon, American Philatelic
Society. Identification of On-Board Zeppelin
Mail 1908 – 1929.
• CARTIER, Mr Ray, American Philatelic Society
Apollo Soyuz Test Project.
REVENUES
• GOSSE, Mr Tom, Australian Philatelic
Federation. King George VI Large Key Type
Revenue and Postage High Value Stamps 1937 –
1953 that were used for Revenue Purposes.
• JACOBSON, Dr Leon, Philatelic Federation of
SA. Customs Duty/Douane Stamps of South Africa.
• KEDIA, Mr Prakash,Philatelic Congress of
India, Dewas J.B. (I.F.S.) War Contribution
Stamps 1940 – 1945.
• KRIEG, Mr Harald, Bund Deutscher
Philatelisten E.V. The Fiscal Philately of German
South West Africa.
• MAHLER, Mr Michael, American Philatelic
Society. A Fiscal History “Perfect Storm”: The
U.S. $15 Mortgage Stamp 1862 – 1872.
• MAHLER, Mr Michael,American Philatelic
Society. California Blues: The Iconic 1857 Gold
Rush Revenues
• MAHLER, Mr Michael, American Philatelic
Society. Florida Fiscal History 1862 – 1872: A
Tour of the State.
• MAHLER, Mr Michael, American Philatelic
Society. Stamp Tax on Nevada Territory
Stock Certificates: The 25c Blaze of Glory.
• MAHLER, Mr Michael, American Philatelic
Society. Thar She Blows: U.S. Whaling
Fiscal History of the Civil War Era.
• MAHLER, Mr Michael, American Philatelic
Society. The Ultramarine Experiment 1869
– 1870
• MATHESON, Dr Ian, Philatelic Federation of
SA. Newspaper Duty in Cape of Good Hope
1827 – 1848.
• SARKKI, Mr Jukka. Suomen Filatelistiliitto
Thailand – Charity Revenues Stamps Model
1953 – Health and Education.

• THY, Mr Peter, American Philatelic Society
Early Bechuanaland Telegraph Forms.
FIRST DAY COVERS
• KLIMLEY, Mr Ronald.

American Philatelic
Society. Hand-Crafted First Day Covers of the
29c Sandy Hook Lighthouse Stamp.
• KLIMLEY, Mr Ronald. American Philatelic
Society. The 75th Anniversary of the South
African Rugby Board.
OPEN CLASS

• HEATH, Mrs Petra. Philatelic

• BERMAN, Mr Genady, Israel Philatelic

Federation. Post in Crimea During Transitional
Period, March – October 2014.
• KIM, Mr Chang Han,Philatelic Federation
of Korea. The Korean Definitive Stamps 170 Won
Australian Curlew.
• MIN, Mr Kyoung Ok, Philatelic Federation of
Korea. Korea: 3550 Won Definitive Issue During
Basic Rate 300 Won Period.

• BENNINGHOFF, Mr Robert, American
Philatelic Society. The Irish Civil War January
1922 to April 1923.
• BENNINGHOFF, Mr Robert, American Philatelic
Society. The Struggle for Irish Independence from

Thank you to all Federations and Exhibitors for your support in this successful event
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LOCAL EVENTS & SOCIETY NEWS
VISIT the https://www.s t a m p s s a . a f r i c a / https://www.facebook.c om/g r o u p s
It is important to note that not all Societies have returned to having their regular meetings during this time of lockdown,
they do, however, welcome communication via phone and email - also see activities on the website www.stampssa.africa
PHILATELIC SOCIETY OF

JOHANNESBURG

P O Box 528, Florida Hills, 1716

Philatelic Meetings of
The Witwatersrand Philatelic Society
As a result of changing the Lockdown to
Level 3 on 25.7.21 , the Wits meetings will
continue once again at the Johannesburg
Country Club on Wednesdays as follows:
•11 Aug - Favourite Cover,
• 8 Sep
- One Frame Evening,
•13 Oct - 2nd Competitive evening,
•10 Nov - Invited Exhibitor,
• 8 Dec - President’s Evening &
Cocktail Party
You can contact the President:
Herbie Schaffler RDPSA, for further
information 082 722 7604.

WOODMEAD
Informal Study Group

please send all communication to
haschaff@iafrica.com
Meetings at this venue to be held on the
last Wednesday of each month from July
2021 to November 2021.
All meetings to start at 19h30 and, if you
intend dining before the meeting, please
meeting in the Club Room at Auckland
Park or the members’ restaurant at
Woodmead at 18h30.

SANDTON

PHILATELIC SOCIETY
The society has an active exchange packet circuit
and members with a wide range of philatelic
interests. For further information contact:
Chris Carey 083 6622150 / 011 673 2229
ccarey@icon.co.za

P RETO R IA

President: Clive Carr,
Tel: 011 789 6357
Until it is considered safe to gather indoors,
the PSoJ will at hold monthly Zoom meetings. Anyone
interested in joining these meetings should contact Clive
Carr directly.

B E L LV I L L E

PHILATELIC SOCIETY

DIE P O SBOOM

FILAT E L I E V E R ENIG IN G
Sekretaresse: Gerrie Conradie
082 952 6700.
Tel / Faks 044 698 1074.
epos: gajcon@gmail.com

AFRIKAANSE

F I L AT E L I E V E R E N I G I N G

VA N PRE TO RI A
Vergader elke 3de Saterdag van die maand om
10:00 by die NG Kerk Queenswood in Garretweg,
Queenswood. Aangename en aktiewe groep wat
gereeld bywoon. Nuusbrief ‘Die Posduif’ verskyn
maandeliks. Voorsitter: Dr. Louwrence Erasmus.
Sekretaris: Ronel Erasmus. Kontak: Herman van
Niekerk by hinvestasta@gmail.com of 072 446 2501
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Kontak:
stellenboschstamp@gmail.com

CASPIP

CAPE SOCIETY FOR PALESTINE
ISRAEL PHILATELY

President: Werner Barnard;
email: president@bellvillephilatelicsociety.co.za
Secretary: Reanie de Villiers; 0825670353 (a.h.);
email: secretary@bellvillephilatelicsociety.co.za
Website: http://bellvillephilatelicsociety.co.za
Contact the Secretary for Programme details.

Contact for details: Aubrey Katzef
<akatzef@mweb.co.za>
+27 (21) 4615134 President of CASPIP.

THE ROYAL PHILATELIC

PHILATELIC SOCIETY

SOCIETY OF CAPE TOWN
Email: royalphilct@gmail.com
President: Ida Potgieter
email: matheyc58@gmail.com
cell: 074 333 4646
Secretary: Victor Millard 0828028882
or email: millardvg@gmail.com

Website: https://www.rpsct.org

PAARLSE FILATELISTE
Sedert 1951

Kontak gerus vir: Gawie Hugo: 083 956 2410
gawiehugo@gmail.com of
Riaan Crafford: 082 876 7608
n/u craffies@telkomsa.net

PINELANDS

STAMP CIRCLE

Programmes for meetings include
displays, talks by visiting speakers and
‘Show & Tell’ exhibits. An Exchange
circuit and auctions from time to time.
Visitors always welcome! Contact:
Marilyn Crawford at 021 689 5050
email: m.tristan.crawford@gmail.com

GEORGE

PHILATELIC SOCIETY

President: Nick Zerbst 0836255804,
PHILATELIC SOCIETY
Secretary: Rob Sinclair-Black 044 8746337.
Monthly newsletter, active exchange section and email: robrita@mweb.co.za
loads of expertise on traditional philately and
postmarks.
President and Society Secretary: Alex Visser.
alex.visser@up.ac.za
Box 36473, Menlo Park 0102; cell 082 922-2927

STELLENBOSCH

FILATELISTEVERENIGING

FISH HOEK

PHILATELIC SOCIETY
Founded in 1954 and still promoting
philately in the ‘Deep South’ of the
Cape Peninsula. President: Dave Young
email: davesueyoung@gmail.com
Secretary: Volker Janssen.

Website: www.fhps.info
Established 1890 - Reconstituted 1912

PORT ELIZABETH
PHILATELIC SOCIETY

President Francois Friend, 082 554 8900
francois@softchem.co.za or
Vice president David Brown
041 360 4025; or Secretary /
Treasurer Rodney Maclachlan
072 619 5409.
PostNet Suite #11,
Private Bag X0002, The Fig Tree, Charlo, 6033 PORT ELIZABETH
Meetings for 2021 held in the daytime- 10h30/11h00
to 13h00 at same venue. dates:2.8; 6.9; 4.10; 4.11;
No meeting December reserved for President’s Christmas party.

FOUNDED 30 APRIL 1909

EAST LONDON

President : David Preston
082 7742090.
email<prestee@telkomsa.net
Secretary: Carlos Da Fonseca
082 334 7603.

ZIMBABWE - BULAWAYO
Royal Philatelic Society of Zimbabwe
email: phil.soc.zim@gmail.com

E D E N VA L E

PHILATELIC SOCIETY
Our Facebook page allows club activities
to continue 24/7; search for Edenvale
Philatelic Society. Contact: Colin Bousfield
082 309 8656

EAST RAND

PHILATELIC SOCIETY
David Wigston - Acting President

email: speedbird.imperial@gmail.com

Secretary: Paul Hammerton
hampaul@ananzi.co.za

WEST RAND

PHILATELIC SOCIETY
Contact: Andries Nel, 083 269 9374.
ChairmanorSecretaryIanWalker.Tel:011472 1161
email: ianwalker@vodamail.co.za

OFS PHILATELIC SOCIETY
Society meets every 4th Friday monthly, (except
December), at 19h15 at the museum of the Boer
Republics in Memorium Road, Bloemfontein.
President: Dr Neil Cronjé and Vice president:
Garry Osthoff email: OsthoffG@ufs.ac.za

HIGHWAY

PHILATELIC SOCIETY DURBAN
The Committee encourages past and new visitors to
join and get involved in this social hobby of Kings.

German Restaurant open for lunch.
President: Leigh Hen-Boisen,
leigh.hb@gmail.com
Secretary: Bronwen Edwards,

edwards@worldonline.co.za

Membership: Bev Chittenden,

bev@natalaircon.co.za or
Barry Livsey, livsey@netsolutions.c o . z a
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THE PHILATELIC SOCIETY OF

K WA - Z U L U N ATA L

Meetings and auctions are held at the Classic
Motorcycle Club, 137 Tara Rd, Bluff, Durban on
every 2nd Saturday and last Saturday of each
month. Contacts: President: Fonda Sonitus
074 347 1388 Vice President: Zbigniew Kawecki
079 465 7468. zkawecki57@gmail.com Alternatively, email the Secretary
at philatelicsocietykzn@gmail.com for more details on meetings, auctions, sales
packets and membership. Everyone is welcome and committee members are
always on hand to give advice about evaluations and philately. The club has
a very successful Study Group focusing on specific topics. These meetings
are held two weeks after the general meeting at 09h00 for 09h30. Please use
the contacts above for more details of topics.

THEMATICS SOUTH AFRICA

P R E TO R I A C H A P T E R
Vibrant and active group - loads of expertise and lots of topical
discussions. Group Leader: Helena Snyman
Helena .s nyman@gaute ng.g o v.z a
E s tablished in 1924

MARITZBURG

PHILATELIC SOCIETY
1. Secretary: Aubrey Bowles 082 316 3308, 033 239 2136
36 Amberfield, Private Bag X010, Howick 3290
E-mail: <aubrey.bowles45@gmail.com>
2. President: Dave Wyllie.
3. Stamp Circuit Book Officer is Russell Bowton
Society activitie s can be o bt a i ne d f ro m Aubre y Bo wl e s .

Study Groups
EUROCIRCLE STAMP STUDY
Usual Meet in the Captain’s Table at Woodmead Johannesburg
- last Wednesday of each month at 20h00 (except December).

T B V C S T U DY G R O U P
Chairperson: Jan de Jong djhome606@gmail.com
Secretary: Eugene du Plooy eugeneduplooy@gmail.com
Pretoria Fair & mini-auction, Greek Orthodox Church,
corner Lynnwood Rd & Roper St, Pretoria, 09h00 to 14h00).

RSA SEËLSTUDIEGROEP

‘Smalls’ Corner

Literature for sale (other titles also available). Contact Emil Minnaar

063 803 3536 Resident in Gordons Bay, Western Cape - Packaging and
posting extra.
• The Tete-Beche varieties of Transvaal. Drysdall & Criddle
- Hard cover 44 pages R350
• Transvaal - the Provisional Issues of the 1st British Occupation.
Drysdall - Hard cover 86 pages - R400.
• Postmarks of the Cape of Good Hope. Robert Goldblatt 1984. As new
- with dust cover R350.
• History of Medical & Hospital Services of the Anglo-Boer War.
- Peter Prime 1998 - Soft cover 182 pages - R450
• Mount Currie Express. T.M. Mullins 1982. As new R100. Occasional
Paper 3 Post Mark Society.
• The Branch Post Offices of Natal. John Dickson 1996. Soft cover 18
pages R60.

WANTED Boxed set SA stamp replicas silver/goldplated, contact George
(011) 782-6985. gccstamps@telkomsa.net

WANTED a young collector contacted the Wits PS via his father, Karim Mirak

<mirak197725@gmail.com> If you are feeling generous and want to send
a few local stamps for this 9 year old, this is his address: Boukerzaza
yasser. Cité benboulaid Bt D2 N°5 Montpensier. BLIDA 09000. ALGERIA

WANTED: Vintage postcards of old Pietermaritzburg. Please contact Mike
dumbuzaoc@gmail.com advising availability (preferably a scan) and
asking price. Mike O’Connor. Pietermaritzburg.
WANTED: A 44 year old teacher and Mongolian Philatelic Union member
who has collected for over 30 years is looking for good philatelic friends
from South Africa. Offering in exchange Mongolian mint stamps 1960-1991
against mint stamps from your country. Condition of exchanged :1. Please,
write in English or Russian. If you do not speak these languages, please
use # in the ‘Scott’ or ‘Michel’ catalogues. Jigjid Gantsogt. P.O.Box-314.
UlaanBaatar-38. Mongolia.

Stamps

that make you

Comic Corner

SMILE

by Volker Janssen, Fish Hoek Philatelic Society and the
Royal Philatelic Society of Cape Town

Episode 65 Errors on Stamps...
‘PROPHET COLUMBUS ?’

Kontak: djhome606@gmail.com Doen uitstekende studie en
navorsing en publiseer ‘n gereelde maandelikse nuusbrief. Jan de
Jong: 079 190 1066.

RHODESIAN STAMP STUDY
The Rhodesian Study Circle holds regular member meetings and
events across the world. For more information on meetings, visit http://
www.rhodesianstudycircle.org.uk/engage/meetings or Contact the
Secretary, Brian Zlotnick. email bzlot@blueyonder.co.uk or postal
address 10 Fortis Green Avenue, East Finchley, London, N2 9NA. UK.
The South African representative is Patrick Flanagan RDPSA.

SOUTH AFRICAN STAMP STUDY CIRCLE
Now amalgamated with the EDENVALE Philatelic Society.

POSTAGE DUE MAIL STUDY GROUP
For more details,look at their website:
http://www.postageduemail.org.uk/
Contact: Bob Medland, Secretary & Treasurer of the Postage Due
Mail Study Group, email: secretarypdmsg@gmail.com

T H E CA P E S TA M P FA I R
Bellville Valley DRC Hall, Usually first Saturday of every
month (09:00 - 12:30) Contact: Ken Joseph. 072 597 1287
email: ken@philatelicfriends.com
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This colourful miniature sheet of the Comoro Islands was
issued for the 500th Anniversary of the discovery of Cuba,
Haiti and the Bahamas in 1492.
Columbus arrived in the Caribbean on 12 October 1492 and
believed he had landed in India, which is the reason why this
group of Caribbean Islands are still called the “West-Indies”…
In July 1969 the U.S. astronaut Neil Armstrong landed with
Apollo 11 as the first man on the moon and said his famous
words: “One small step for a man - one giant leap for mankind.”
To find this quotation (in French) on this commemorative
stamp issue means that Christopher Columbus must have
been quoting Neil Armstrong 477 years before, - at least
according to the Postal Administration of the Comoros...
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