


SOUTHERN ROUTE PONTOON  
OPERATED UNTIL 1936 

FINLAND - DOMESTIC AIR MAIL    

This exhibit presents the development of Finnish domestic air mail with model 1930 and 
model 1954 definitive stamps from the beginning of 1930´s to the end of 1962.  

 
During the presented period Finnish domestic air mail developed from using pontoon aircraft and 
operating from only a few air harbours on a flight route to Sweden to using a growing network of 
land-based airports spanning the most important cities in Finland. During the war civillian air mail 
was for all intents and purposes discontinued making domestic air mail extremely rare. After the war 
the Allied Commiession regulated air traffic in Finland and occupied the main airport in Helsinki 
Malmi until the year 1947. Air mail became more common in the 1950´s and the 1960´s. The 
presented period ends at the end of the year 1962, when a monetary reform took place in Finland. 

Official domestic air mail began on May 2nd, 1927 and 
was possible on the domestic part of the air mail route 
from Helsinki - Turku - Stockholm during the summer. 
Later the route included also Mariehamn on the Åland 
islands. Only less than five items are known from the 
period before 1930. Pontoons were replaced in 1936. 

The first inland routes started in the summer of 1937 
between Tampere, Helsinki, and Viipuri. The routes were 
extended to Vaasa (1938) and to Oulu and Kemi (1939) as 
new civillian airports were built. In 1940 the route was 
extended all the way to Petsamo on the Arctic Sea. After the 
war air mail was continued from Hyvinkää as the Helsinki 
Malmi airport was requisitioned by the Allied Council.  
 
The exhibit presents many difficult items that are not and 
have not been commonly available on the markets during 
the last twenty years. A number of items with types of mail, 
rates or sent under special circumstances that are among 
the less than five known of their kind are presented.   
 

Page 2:   LC-Mail - Pontoon routes -1936 
Pages 3-5  LC-Mail - 1937-1945 
Pages 6-7  LC-Mail - 1945-1946 
Pages 8-13:  LC-Mail - 1947-1962 
Pages 14-15:  AO-Mail - printed matter and documents 
Page 16:   Aerogrammes used domestically 
 

Literature used includes:  
Ala-Honkola, Kauppi, Kerppola, Muhonen, and Seitsonen: 
 Finnish Postage Rates 1875-2001 (2016) 
J.P. Pietiäinen – Suomen Postin Historia, part 2 (1988) 
Finnish Post circular letters 1928 – 1965 
Finnish Postal Rules 1924 and 1944 
Pokela and Keturi - Posti lentää ajan siivellä  
Many articles from the Philatelic magazine “Filatelisti”                    
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Aero Oy Junkers 52/3m ”Sampo” in 1934. A detail from the picture by Gunnar Ståhle / Finnair.  

DOMESTIC LC AIR MAIL BEFORE LAND-BASED AIRPORTS  

Official domestic air mail in Finland became possible for the first time at the start of the summer 
flying season that started 2.5.1927 as a part of the route Helsinki—Turku—Stockholm. During the 
years that followed Mariehamn occasionally entered the route. The route was operated with pontoon 
aircraft from  air harbours and as the aircraft needed relatively still weather and open water 
conditions to operate, air mail was only available during the summer months. The era of the 
pontoon air mail lasted until 1936, when tires were fitted to replace the pontoons on the two Aero 
oy aircraft servicing air mail, ”Sampo” (OH-ALK) and ”Kaleva” (OH-ALL). 

Air mail letter from Turku 27.6.1935 to Helsinki Rate: domestic (-20g) letter 
(1.12.1931 - 15.6.1940) 2,00mk + air mail (-20g) surcharge (30.4.1928 - 30.9.1942) 
1,00mk = 3,00mk. Flown with pontoon aircraft.   

 
 
   
 3mk single ponttoonilento  
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DOMESTIC LC AIR MAIL - THE EXPANDING AIRPORT NETWORK 

The development of the land-based airports had started in mid 1930’s and Turku airport was the 
first one to be inaugurated in September 1935, followed by Tampere in June 1936, and Helsinki in 
December 1936. Mariehamn airport started operations in 1937, Vaasa airport opened in May 1938, 
and Pori and Kemi in 1939. Rovaniemi and Petsamo airports were taken into use in 1940.  

Air mail letter 7.5.1937 from Tampere via Helsinki to Tienhaara (Viipuri). 
Rate: domestic (-20g) letter (1.12.1931 - 15.6.1940) 2,00mk + air mail (-20g) 

 
 
   
  

 
 
   
  

Air mail letter 1.8.1939 from Kemi via Oulu, Vaasa, and Tampere to Helsinki. 
Rate: domestic (-20g) letter (1.12.1931 - 15.6.1940) 2,00mk + air mail (-20g) 
surcharge (30.4.1928 - 30.9.1942) 1,00mk = 3,00mk.    

Viipuri Suur-
Merijoki military 
airport was 
used for Aero 
Oy flights from 
Helsinki in the 
summer of 
1937.  
 
Planning of a 
civillian airport 
to Viipuri was 
started, but due 
to the war one 
was never built. 

Flights on the 
route Kemi - 
Oulu - Vaasa - 
Tampere - 
Helsinki were 
flown in the 
summer of 
1939 mid June 
to Mid August. 
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DOMESTIC LC AIR MAIL - POST CARD 1930S & 1940S 

 

Air mail post card from Helsinki to Viipuri 
2.7.1937. Rate: Post card (1.12.1931 - 
15.6.1940) 1,25mk + air mail fee (1.4.1928 - 
31.8.1942) 0,50mk = 1,75mk.  
 
Route: Helsinki Malmi - Viipuri 

Figure: OH-VKI ”Lappi” X-plane.org 

 
 
  

Air mail post card from Vaasa 16.10.1945 to 
Helsinki. Rate: post card (1.7.1945 - 15.1.1946) 
3,00mk + air mail fee (1.10.1942 - 31.12.1962) 
2,00mk = 5,00mk.  
 
Route: Vaasa - Tampere - Hyvinkää by air, 
Hyvinkää - Helsinki by rail. 

 
 
  5mk single lentopostikortti erittäin harvinainen EX-Lindeblad 

Aero Ltd. started the first 
land-based air 
connection on the 1st of 
May, 1937 between 
Helsinki Malmi and Viipuri 
Suur-Merijoki airports. 
The flight-time was one 
hour.  
 
During the summer of 
1939 the flights were 
arranged in a way that  it 
was possible to make a 
return trip from Tampere 
to Viipuri within one day. 
 
The Flights were 
operated with De 
Havilland D.H.89 Dragon 
Rapide type aircraft 
”Salama” (OH-BLA). 

 
 
 
 
Aero restarted 
domestic flights on 
three routes on the 
13th of August, 
1945.  
 
The flights were 
operated from 
Hyvinkää as the 
Helsinki Malmi 
airport was 
controlled by the 
Allied Commission.  
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DOMESTIC LC AIR MAIL DURING THE WAR 

Domestic air mail was at a stand still during the Winter War and very few items are known from 
1940. It is known that only 3kg of domestic mail was air transported during the years 1941 - 1944.  

 
 
   
  

Air mail letter from Koivistonkylä 17.4.1944 to Helsinki  

 
 
   

Air mail letter from Petsamo 8.8.1940 to Helsinki.  

 
 
During the summer 
1940 Aero Oy 
started a flight 
route from 
Petsamo to 
Helsinki: Petsamo - 
Sodankylä - 
Rovaniemi - Kemi - 
Oulu - Kokkola - 
Vaasa - Tampere - 
Helsinki. Flight-time 
approx. 8½ hours. 
 
Rate: domestic  
(-20g) letter 
(16.6.1940 - 
31.8.1942) 2,75mk 
+ air mail (-20g) 
surcharge 
(30.4.1928 - 
30.9.1942) 1,00mk 

Rate: domestic 
(21-125g) letter 
(1.9.1942 - 
30.6.1945) 
3,50mk + air 
mail surcharge 
for each 20g 
(1.10.1942 - 
31.12.1962) 
2,00mk = 
5,50mk  
 
Route: 
Tampere - 
Helsinki 
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DOMESTIC LC AIR MAIL - AFTER THE WAR 1945-1946 

Domestic air traffic was discontinued according to the cease-fire treaty between Finland and the 
Allies on September 19, 1944. It was opened only on August the 13th in 1945. As the Allied 
Commission occupied the Helsinki Malmi airport traffic started from Hyvinkää. First lines to open 
were Hyvinkää-Turku-Maarianhamina, Hyvinkää-Turku-Pori, and Hyvinkää-Vaasa-Kemi  

 
 
   
  

Air mail letter from Turku 18.3.1946 to Helsinki 18.3.1946 

 
 
 
Rate: domestic  
(-20g) letter 
(16.1.1946 - 
31.12.1946) 
8,00mk + air mail 
(-20g) surcharge 
(1.10.1942 - 
31.12.1962) 
2,00mk = 
10,00mk. 
 
Route: Turku - 
Hyvinkää by air. 
Hyvinkää to 
Helsinki by rail.    
 
 
 
 

 
 
  Lentokirje R - Kemi - Jyväskylä via Hyvinkää  

Rate: 
domestic  
(-20g) letter 
(1.7.1945 - 
15.1.1946) 
5,00mk + 
registration 
(1.7.1945 - 
15.1.1946) 
5,00mk + air 
mail 
surcharge for 
each 20g 
(1.10.1942 - 
31.12.1962) 
2,00mk = 
12,00mk.  
 
Route: By air 
Kemi - Vaasa 
- Hyvinkää. 
Hyvinkää - 
Jyväskylä by 
rail. 

Registered Air mail letter from Kemi 25.9.1945 to Jyväskylä 25.9.1945  
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DOMESTIC LC AIR MAIL - RASPUTITSA FLIGHTS 1946 

Islands off the Finnish West Coast were serviced during rasputitsa times by air. In 1946 such 
connections were established at least to Hailuoto outside Oulu and to Raippaluoto (Replot) outside 
Vaasa. These connections were commemorated with special handstamps. 

 
 
   
  

Letter from Hailuoto 3.12.1946 to Kajaani. No air mail surcharge.  

The commemo-
rative handstamp 
is violet with a 
radius of 36mm. 
”Oulu - Hailuoto  
Lentoposti” 
 
Rate: domestic  
(-20g) letter 
(16.1.1946 - 
31.12.1946) 
8,00mk  
 
Service-flights to 
Hailuoto 
continued until 
1968, when a 
ferry connection 
was established 
between the 
island and the 
Finnish mainland. 
 

 
 
   

Letter from Vaasa 27.11.1946 to Replot 27.11.1946. No air mail surcharge.  

Arrival cancel on 
the back. 
 
Rate: domestic  
(-20g) letter 
(16.1.1946 - 
31.12.1946) 
8,00mk  
 
Mail was dropped 
to the island of 
Replot without 
landing from a 
Junkers aircraft 
operated by the 
Finnish border 
guard. 
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DOMESTIC LC AIR MAIL - RETURN TO HELSINKI MALMI 1947 

The Allied Commission released Helsinki Malmi airport to Finnish use from the beginning of 1947 
and flights were restarted from Malmi on January 6th.   

 
 
   
  

 
 
 

                                                Registered air mail letter 13.6.1947 from Kemi to Helsinki. 

Rate:  
domestic (-20g) letter 
(1.1.1947-31.12.1947) 
10,00mk + registration 
(1.1.1947-31.12.1947) 
10,00mk + air mail  
(-20g) surcharge 
(1.10.1942-31.12.1962) 
2,00mk = 22,00mk.  
 
Route: Kemi - Oulu - 
Vaasa - Tampere - 
Helsinki Malmi   

 
 
 

 
Air mail letter 7.6.1948 from Mariehamn to 
Helsinki.  
 
Rate: domestic (-20g) letter (1.1.1948-30.11.1948) 
12,00mk + air mail (-20g) surcharge (1.10.1942-
31.12.1962) 2,00mk = 14,00mk.  
 
Flights from Mariehamn to Helsinki restarted 8.5.1947 
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DOMESTIC LC AIR MAIL - POST CARD LATE 1940S 

Air mail post card 
from Mariehamn to 
H e l s i n k i 
24.10.1947. Rate: 
Post card (6,00mk + 
air mail fee (1.1.1947
-31.12.1947) 2,00mk 
= 1,75mk.  
 
Route: Mariehamn - 
Helsinki Malmi. Malmi 
was reopened again 

 
 
 

Air mail post card from Mariehamn 25.7.1949 to Tervakoski. Rate: post 
card (1.12.1948-1.7.1950) 9,00mk + air mail fee (1.10.1942 - 31.12.1962) 2,00mk 

 
 
 The card has been 

f o u n d  t o  b e 
underfranked in 
Turku on the 
26.7.1949 and a 4mk 
stamp has been 
added (folded to the 
back, but intact) and 
an after-taxing has 
been  sen t  to 
Mariehamn post 
office. 
 
Route: Mariehamn - 
Turku by air. Turku - 
Tervakoski by land.  
 
 

 
 
 

Mariehamn airport on the Åland islands 
was inaugurated in 1937 and regular flight 
operations commenced in 1940. Before 
1937 flights stopping in Mariehamn were 
using an air harbour closer to the center of 
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DOMESTIC LC AIR MAIL - OFFICIAL MAIL  

There were two types of right to send official mail: the ”Free letter right” (FIN: vapaakirjeoikeus) 
and the ”Freedom from postage” (FIN: postirahavapaus).  Organizations that were given the ”free 
letter right” did not have to pay base rate postage, registration fees, or insurance fees. 
Organizations with the ”freedom from postage” were exempt from the base rate postage only. This 
means that holders of both types of rights had to pay all other fees and organizations with the 
freedom from postage were required to also pay for registration and for insuring their mail. The 
exemptions were valid only in domestic mail. 

 
 
   
 Lentolisä virkakirjeellä  

Official air mail letter from Helsinki 2.8.1949 to Rovaniemi 3.8.1949.  
Rate: air mail surcharge for each 20g (1.10.1942 - 31.12.1962) 2,00mk.  

Official mail for which only the fees, or surcharges are paid is an interesting peculiarity of Finnish 
postal history. The most common fee paid on official mail is registration, items with only other fees 
and surcharges than registration paid are more difficult to find.  

Luftwaffe operating in Lappland during the continuation war used the Rovaniemi airport as a main 
center of operations. When the Germans retreated the buildings at the airport were destroyed, but 
the runways were unintentionally left intact - the bombs that were set up to blow them up did not 
explode correctly. Reconstruction started in 1948 and regular flights were restarted in June 1948. 
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DOMESTIC LC AIR MAIL - FORWARDED LOCAL LETTER   

 
 
  Edelleen lähetetty paikalliskirje Brasiliaan  

Local letter in Helsinki 9.3.1951. Sent forward by air mail to Brazil by adding 60,00mk 
on the 12.3.1951 apparently by the Finland South America Line with a meter postage stamp. 
Rate: local (-20g) letter (1.7.1950 - 31.12.1951) 12,00mk +  difference in postage: letter (-
20g) to abroad (1.11.1949 - 31.12.1951) 20,00 + air mail fee to Brazil (1.12.1950 - 30.6.1952) 
26,00mk / 5g = 72,00mk - 12,00mk = 60mk => 72,00mk. This is most likely the only known 
local letter forwarded by air mail to outside of Europe. 

Postal rules made it possible to forward mail to recipients that had moved onwards to a destination 
outside the postage rate area to which the original item had been mailed without having to pay a 
penalty by only supplementing the already paid postage with the difference between the rate 
applicable for the  area to which the item had originally been mailed and the rate for the area to 
which the recipient had moved. If additional services, such as air mail was needed to, for example, 
expedite the arrival of the item, the fee to pay it could also be added or the difference between the 
already paid air mail rate and that applicable for air mail to the new destination (in case air mail fee 
had been already paid to reach the original destination area) had to be supplemented.  
 
 

Forwarded letters treated in the above described way, especially to seamen serving at various ships 
around the world are not very difficult to find, but items first sent locally and then forwarded by air 
mail to far away destionations are not very easy to find. Such occurrences make interesting air mail 
local letters that are a kind of a peculiarity. 
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DOMESTIC LC AIR MAIL - POST CARD 1950S 

 
 
Air mail post card 
from Rovaniemi to 
Helsinki 18.7.1951. 
Rate: Post card 
(1.7.1950-31.12.1951)
12,00mk + air mail fee 
(1.10.1942-31.12.1962) 
2,00mk = 12,00mk.  
 
Route: Rovaniemi - Kemi 
- Oulu -  Vaasa - 
Tampere - Helsinki 
(Malmi) 
 
 

 
 
 

Air mail post card 
from Rovaniemi 
10.7.1958 to 
Joensuu. Rate: post 
card (1.6.1956-
1.12.1962) 20,00mk + 
air mail fee (1.10.1942-
31.12.1962) 2,00mk = 
22,00mk. Mixed fran-
king with M30 and M54. 
 
Route: Rovaniemi - 
Kemi - Oulu - Vaasa - 
Tampere - Helsinki 
(Seutula) -  Kuopio - 
Joensuu 
 
Air mail delivery to 
Joensuu started in 1950 
and today Joensuu is 
the Easternmost airport 
in the EU. 

 
 
 

 
Rovaniemi airport was reconstructed after the 
war after the retreating German forces had 
destroyed the airport buildings except for the 
shed where batteries were stored. A massive 
number of bombs were deactivated and cleared 
from the airport area before the flights could 
resume in 1948. The new airport buldings were 
ready only in the beginning of the 1950´s. The 
figure on the right is from 1956. 
 Picture: Uuno Laukka 

12 



DOMESTIC LC AIR MAIL - AIR MAIL BECOMES COMMON 

From 1950 onwards the quantity of domestic air mail grew dramatically and with the inflation the air 
mail surcharge became relatively cheaper. In October 1952 air traffic moved from Malmi to Seutula. 

 
 
   
  

 
 
 

Registered air mail letter 23.1.1950 from Helsinki to Oulu. 
 

Rate:  
domestic (-20g) 
letter (1.12.1948- 
30.6.1950) 15,00mk 
+ registration 
(1.12.1948- 
30.6.1950) 15,00mk  
+ air mail  
(-20g) surcharge 
(1.10.1942- 
31.12.1962) 2,00mk  
= 32,00mk.  
 
Route: Helsinki-
Tampere-Vaasa-
Oulu 
   

Express air mail letter 11.10.1962 from Pori to Helsinki. Rate: domestic (-20g) letter 
(1.6.1956-31.12.1962) 30,00mk + express fee (1.8.1958-31.12.1962) 100,00mk + air mail (-
20g) surcharge (1.10.1942-31.12.1962) 2,00mk = 132,00mk. Route: Pori - Helsinki (Seutula). 
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  Lento asiakirja kotimaassa  

Air mail printed matter to Mariehamn. Helsinki 22.12.1954. Rate: Printed 
matter (-50g) in Finland (1.6.1956 - 31.12.1962) 10,00mk + domestic (per 20g) AO 
mail air mail fee (1.10.1942 - 31.12.1962) 2,00mk = 12,00mk.  

DOMESTIC AO AIR MAIL - PRINTED MATTER  

 
 
  Lento asiakirja kotimaassa  

Air mail printed matter to Porvoo. Rovaniemi 27.9.1950. Rate: Printed matter (-50g) in 
Finland (1.7.1950 - 31.12.1951) 7,00mk + domestic (per 20g) AO mail air mail fee (1.10.1942 - 
31.12.1962) 2,00mk = 9,00mk.  
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DOMESTIC AO AIR MAIL - DOCUMENTS   

 
 
   

Air mail documents to Porvoo. Polvijärvi 12.1.1962. Ratel: Documents (-250g) in Finland 
(1.6.1956—31.12.1962) 30,00mk + domestic (per 20g) AO air mail fee (1.10.1942—
31.12.1962) 2,00mk = 32,00mk. Domestic air mail documents are rather difficult to find. This 
may be the only item known. 
 

15 



DOMESTIC LC AIR MAIL - DOMESTIC AEROGRAMMES 

Sending aerogrammes became possible from 9.10.1949 onwards. Aerogrammes with a printed value 
were available from the post office and they were sold at a mark-up to the printed value. Domestic 
use of aerogrammes was not common as the mark-up made an aerogramme more expensive than 
sending a normal air mail letter. Sending aerogrammes to far away destionations made sense as the 
air mail fees and hence the total rates of norma letters were considerably higher.   

 
 
   
  

Aerogramme from Pieksämäki 2.5.1954 (according to the letter) to 
Helsinki. Rate: Aerogramme (1.1.1952 - 31.5.1956) 25,00mk. Sales price of a 
20mk aerogramme in the post office was first 23,00mk and later 24,00mk. The 
rate could be supplemented with stamps, such uses are not very common. 
Observe that the aerogramme above cost 28mk or 29mk in total to send, while 
sending the item below cost 30mk. The addition of stamps to ”old” 
aerogrammes was a relative money-saver. 

Aerogramme from Kemijärvi 16.5.1953  to Helsinki. Rate: Aerogramme 
(1.1.1952 - 31.5.1956) 25,00mk. Sales price of a 25mk aerogramme in the post 
office was 30,00mk.   
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