


Postcard issued by ‘The Scout’ a weekly magazine for boys, dating from 1908. The Scouts in the image are not
wearing much of a uniform, which was the case in the early days. This card is No. 4 in the series, and depicts
Scouts engaged in a ‘tree cutting competition’.

Postcard published by Inter-Art Co, London as
part of their ‘Artistique’ series. Although this
card dates from World War 1, it captures the
spirit of these early days perfectly.

The title – ‘What Little We Do, We're Doing
Well!’ is also written in French. Sent from
France, the card is dated 1st August 1918. It is
titled B.E.F France (British Expeditionary
Force), and has not been stamped or
postmarked.

THE EARLY SCOUTS
In the spring of 1908 boys appeared on
the streets of Britain, wearing broad-
brimmed hats, coloured scarves
knotted around their necks and
carrying large wooden staves. They
called themselves Boy Scouts and they
were the first members of the largest
youth movement the world has ever
known.



















ROYAL SUPPORT FOR THE MOVEMENT
In October 1909, King Edward VII invited B-P to come to Balmoral to be knighted for his services
to the country. The King intended reviewing the Scouts at a mass rally in Windsor the following
year, but his death in 1910 meant that it was his son George V who finally carried out the
inspection.

A Tuck’s Oilette postcard from the ‘For Home and Empire’ series. The card titled at left ‘At Mischief Before
Joining’ and at right ‘Boy Scouts Good Use of Holiday Hours’ was designed by Harry Payne and printed in
England. Few parents would disagree with this statement! This card has been postally used and is post
marked 13th November 1910.

Unused postcard depicting King Edward VII’s message to the Scouts. It was printed by Raphael Tuck & Sons,
as part of a series of six cards ‘Our Boy Scouts’ and was issued in November 1910. The artwork was by Harry
Payne.
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