EXCLUSIVE USAGES OF THE AUSTRALIAN ½d ORANGE KANGAROO STAMP
Background: The ½d orange Kangaroo stamp was the longest surviving Commonwealth Australian stamp in the predecimal era. Issued for make-up use, it was in use for 27 years from 1938, when it was first issued, to 1966 when Australia
switched to decimal currency. There were three issues of the stamp – (1) on watermarked paper with perf 13.5 x 14 (19381942), (2) on watermarked paper with perf 14.75 x 14 (1942-1949) and (3) on unwatermarked paper with perf 14.75 x 14
(1949-1966).
Aim and Scope: This exhibit shows how each of the three ½d orange Kangaroo issues was used to pay for rates and services,
with the ½d orange Kangaroo exclusively the only stamp, adhesive or pre-printed, on the postal articles shown. The design
and production of the stamps are not in the scope and so items such as proofs and mint material are not shown.
Treatment: This exhibit is arranged in chronological order of issue. Within each issue, the articles are arranged in increasing
order of the total rates paid. For each issue, all the usages shown are distinct. Explanations of pertinent philatelic
information are given where necessary (in italics) to show correct usages of the stamps or give more context to the usages.
Highlights: The ½d orange Kangaroo was mainly used in combination with other stamps to fulfil its role of make-up use.
Covers with exclusively the ½d orange Kangaroo are uncommon, particularly solo usages or multiple usages of 3 and above
(most are found in pairs as 1d was the basic Defence Forces concessional letter rate from 1939 to 1961). In this exhibit, 6
solo usages are shown (2 for each issue), of which 3 are underpaid but untaxed, and 2 are for revenue usage (for the
payment of customs duty). Of the remaining 22 multiple usages, 7 have 10 or more of the ½d orange Kangaroo each.
Special items are framed in a red box and their significance with respect to the subject stamps explained in bold.
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(1) On watermarked paper with perf 13.5 x 14 (1938-1942)

There was no ½d
postal rate in 1942,
so the only way for
a ½d Kangaroo
solo postal usage
was through
underpaid articles
that were not
detected by the
postal authority and
thus untaxed.

(15 Jan 1942) : ½d solo underpaying by 1d the 1½d domestic printed matter rate (1d per 4oz + ½d war
postage, 10 Dec 1941 to 30 Jun 1949) but untaxed
Frame 1 - 1

(1) On watermarked paper with perf 13.5 x 14 (1938-1942)

The Customs Tariff Act 1902 provided for a duty on printed circulars, price
lists and advertising matter sent to Australia. It sought to encourage
merchants to have their printing done locally in Australia rather than have
the material printed abroad. Initially, the duty was only imposed on bulk
material but was extended to single items in 1905.
The duty was originally collected from the recipient, often for unsolicited and
unwanted matter. In 1907, adhesive customs duty stamps were issued so that
the senders bore the cost and paid the duty at the origin. This made sure the
items were delivered and not refused by the recipients. However, some
foreign firms were not aware of the requirement and so the duty was
collected from the recipients in Australia, as in this case (note circular
Customs Duty handstamp).

22 Sep 1941 : ½d solo paying the ½d customs duty for advertising matter printed overseas (from New Zealand) and weighing ⅔oz or less but more than ⅓oz (1/- per lb, Nov 1929 till 1971 when the tariff was abolished)
Uncommon usage of a postage stamp for the payment of customs duty (revenue usage)

The ½d Kangaroo
(watermarked
paper, perf 13.5 x
14) was issued on
3 Oct 1938 but
the postmark on
this cover is dated
2 days earlier on
1 Oct 1938.

(1 Oct 1938) : ½d x4 paying the 2d domestic letter rate (1d per 4oz, 10 Dec 1941 to 30 Jun 1949)

(18 May 1941) : ½d x4 underpaying by 1d the 3d foreign letter rate to
China (3d per 1oz, 4 Aug 1930 to 9 Dec 1941) but untaxed
Frame 1 – 2 & 3

(1) On watermarked paper with perf 13.5 x 14 (1938-1942)

(14 Oct 1941) : ½d x4 paying the 2d British Empire letter rate to Canada (2d per 1oz, 4 Aug
1930 to 9 Dec 1941)

(7 Feb 1940) : ½d x6 paying the 3d foreign letter rate to the US (3d per 1oz, 4 Aug 1930 to 9 Dec
1941)

Frame 1 - 4

(1) On watermarked paper with perf 13.5 x 14 (1938-1942)

(12 Jul 1939) : ½d x10 paying the 2d domestic letter rate + 3d domestic airmail surcharge (2d
per 1oz, 4 Aug 1930 to 9 Dec 1941)

The Empire Air Mail
Scheme between the
UK and Australia
started on 4 Aug 1938.
With this, airmail
rates to the UK were
reduced to the same
level as domestic
rates. Surface mail to
the UK was 2d per
½oz but for another 3d
(total of 5d), the mail
could be carried by air
under the scheme.
When the scheme was
withdrawn on 1 Sep
1939 with the onset of
World War II, the rate
reverted to the pre-4
Aug 1938 rate of 1/6d.

(22 Aug 1939) : ½d x10 paying the 5d Empire Air Mail Scheme rate to the UK (5d per ½oz, 4
Aug 1938 to 1 Sep 1939)

Frame 1 - 5

(2) On \ watermarked paper with perf 14.75 x 14 (1942-1949)

21 May 1948: ½d solo paying the ½d customs duty for advertising matter printed overseas (from the UK) and
weighing ⅔oz or less but more than ⅓oz (1/- per lb, Nov 1929 till 1971 when the tariff was abolished)
Uncommon usage of a postage stamp for the payment of customs duty (revenue usage)

Defence Forces’
surface mail within
Australia was free
but the sender, a
US Navy personnel
(a Lieutenant
Commander), was
apparently not
aware that the ½d
war postage was
not applicable in
this instance

(29 Aug 1943 : ½d solo unnecessarily paying the ½d war postage
Frame 1 - 6

(2) On watermarked paper with perf 14.75 x 14 (1942-1949)

(9 Aug 1949) : ½d x3 paying the 1½d domestic printed matter rate (1½d per 4oz, 1 Jul 1949
to 30 Nov 1950)

(1 Nov 1948) : ½d x4 paying the 2d domestic postcard rate (1½d each + ½d war postage, 10
Dec 1941 to 30 Jun 1949)
Frame 1 - 7

(2) On watermarked paper with perf 14.75 x 14 (1942-1949)

(11 Feb 1944) : ½d x5 underpaying by 1d the 3½d foreign letter rate (3d up to
1oz + ½d war postage, 10 Dec 1941 to 30 Jun 1949)

(8 Oct 1945) : ½d x5 paying the 2½d British Empire letter rate to the UK (2d per 1oz + ½d war
postage, 10 Dec 1941 to 30 Jun 1949)
Frame 1 - 8

(2) On watermarked paper with perf 14.75 x 14 (1942-1949)

From the start of the
first domestic airmail
service in Australia in
December 1921, a
surcharge of 3d per
½oz in addition to
surface postage was
applied to all airmail
letters. This surcharge
remained unchanged
until its abolition in
1959, when all letter
mail was carried by
air, where
appropriate, at the
basic postage rate.

(25 Jun 1945) : ½d x8 paying the 4d Defence Forces’ concessional airmail rate to New
Guinea (concessional surface rate of 1d per 1oz, 18 Dec 1939 to 30 Jan 1961 + airmail
surcharge of 3d per ½oz, Dec 1921 to 30 Sep 1959)

(17 May 1949) : ½d x11 paying the 2½d domestic letter rate (2d per 1oz + ½d war postage, 10 Dec 1941 to 30 Jun
1949) + 3d domestic airmail surcharge (3d per ½oz, Dec 1921 to 30 Sep 1959)

When Australian troops formed part of the British
Commonwealth Occupation Forces (BCOF) in Japan,
ordinary Australian stamps were originally provided for
the use of personnel, but the military subsequently
decided to overprint the stamps to render them valid for
postage only from Japan and unable to be cashed in at
post offices in Australia. 7 denominations were involved,
and the over print comprised a 3-line inscription,
‘B.C.O.F./JAPAN/1946’in capital letters and applied in
black ink.
Throughout the entire BCOF period, Australian forces
could use the RAAF/ Qantas air service for the
transmission of airmail at a rate of 3d per ½oz (surface
carriage of letters up to 4 ounces was free).

(29 May 1948) : ½d (overprinted B.C.O.F. JAPAN 1946) x8 underpaying by 2d the 3d Defence Forces’ BCOF concessional airmail rate + 3d registration fee
Underpaid yet untaxed commercial usage of the ½d (overprinted B.C.O.F. JAPAN 1946) of which only 189,670 were printed. Even the £2 Kangaroo (CofA wmk), which was the highestdenominated stamp at the same time, had a larger print quantity of 240,000.

Frame 1 – 9 & 10

(3) On unwatermarked paper with perf 14.75 x 14 (1949-1966)

(1 Aug 1955) : ½d solo underpaying by 3d the 3½d domestic letter rate (3½d per 1oz, 9 Jul
1951 to 30 Sep 1956) but untaxed
Solo usage, massively underpaid by 3d yet untaxed

Australian troops
serving in the
Korean War as
part of the British
Commonwealth
Forces Korea
(BCFK) enjoyed
concessional
airmail rates

(22 Nov 1953) : ½d solo underpaying by 2½d the 3d Defence Forces concessional airmail rate from Korea but
untaxed
Solo usage, massively underpaid by 2½d yet untaxed
Frame 1 - 11

(3) On n unwatermarked paper with perf 14.75 x 14 (1949-1966)

The regular
airmail letter rate
from Australia to
the UK in 1954
was significantly
higher at 2/- per
½oz (1 Aug 1952
to 13 Jul 1958)

(21 Aug 1954) : ½d x6 paying the 3d concessional airmail rate for UK Defence Forces personnel serving in or
visiting Australia and addressed to the UK only (3d up to 1oz, 1 Apr 1948 to 13 Feb 1966)

In
comparison,
the printed
matter rate
(a) within
Australia
and (b) from
Australia to
countries in
the British
Empire was
3d up to 4oz
during the
same period

(22 Nov 1953) : ½d x6 paying by 3d foreign printed matter rate to the US (3d up to 2oz, 9 Jul 1951 to 30 Sep 1956)

Frame 1 - 12

(3) On unwatermarked paper with perf 14.75 x 14 (1949-1966)

(21 Jul 1954) : ½d x7 paying the 3½d domestic letter rate (3½d per 1oz, 9 Jul 1951 to 30 Sep 1956)

In comparison,
the foreign
printed matter
rate was 3½d
up to 2oz
during the
same period

(12 Jan 1959) : ½d x7 paying the 3½d domestic printed matter rate (3½d up to 4oz, 1 Oct 1956 to 30
Sep 1959)

Frame 1 - 13

(3) On unwatermarked paper with perf 14.75 x 14 (1949-1966)

(27 Feb 1957) : ½d x8 paying the 4d domestic letter rate (4d up to 1oz, 1 Oct 1956 to 30
Sep 1959)

(9 Nov 1960) : ½d x10 paying the 5d domestic letter rate (5d up to 1oz, 1 Oct 1959 to 13 Feb
1966)
Frame 1 - 14

(3) Unwatermarked paper with perf 14.75 x 14 (1949-1966)

(7 Oct 1950) : ½d x11 paying the 2½d domestic letter rate (2d per 1oz + ½d war
postage, 10 Dec 1941 to 30 Jun 1949) + 3d domestic airmail surcharge (3d per ½oz,
Dec 1921 to 30 Sep 1959)

(23 Aug 1957) : ½d x14 paying the 4d domestic letter rate (4d up to 1oz, 1 Oct 1956 to 30
Sep 1959) + 3d domestic airmail surcharge (3d per ½oz, Dec 1921 to 30 Sep 1959)

(4 Oct 1951) : ½d x17 paying the 8½d third weightstep domestic letter rate (3½d per 1oz and 2½d
each additional 1oz x2, 9 Jul 1951 to 30 Sep 1956)

Frame 1 – 15 & 16

